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July 31, 2017 
 
 

Beloved brother Hierarchs, Reverend Clergy, God-fearing Monastics,  
 and all my Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ our True God: 
 

I greet you as we prepare to commemorate these most joyous feasts, the Transfiguration of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos!  These feasts coincide with the holy 
fast of the Dormition, and appropriately so, since we are accustomed to prepare for great feasts of 
the Church through the necessary and salvific ascetical practice of fasting.   
 

The feasts of the Dormition of the Holy Theotokos and the Transfiguration reveal to us the salvific 
activity of God and how we are to prepare and receive these gifts.  
 

Saint Gregory of Palamas wrote concerning the Transfiguration:  
 

We believe that at the Transfiguration He manifested not some other sort of light, but only that 

which was concealed beneath His fleshly exterior. This Light was the Light of the Divine Nature, 

and as such, it was Uncreated and Divine. So also, in the teachings of the Fathers, Jesus Christ was 

transfigured on the Mount, not taking upon Himself something new nor being changed into 

something new, nor something which formerly He did not possess. Rather, it was to show His 

disciples that which He already was, opening their eyes and bringing them from blindness to sight. 

 

The glory beheld on Mount Tabor shone in a most excellent way in the life and falling asleep of the 
Theotokos.  As Saint Gregory of Palamas notes,  
 

Hence, as it was through the Theotokos alone that the Lord came to us, appeared upon earth and 

lived among men, being invisible to all before this time, so likewise in the endless age to come, 

without her mediation, every emanation of illuminating divine light, every revelation of the 

mysteries of the Godhead, every form of spiritual gift, will exceed the capacity of every created 

being. She alone has received the all-pervading fullness of Him that fills all things, and through 

her all may now contain it, for she dispenses it according to the power of each, in proportion and 

to the degree of the purity of each. Hence she is the treasury and overseer of the riches of the 

Godhead. For it is an everlasting ordinance in the heavens that the inferior partake of what lies 

beyond being, by the mediation of the superior, and the Virgin Mother is incomparably superior 

to all. It is through her that as many as partake of God do partake, and as many as know God 

understand her to be the enclosure of the Uncontainable One, and as many as hymn God praise 

her together with Him. She is the cause of what came before her, the champion of what came after 

her and the agent of things eternal. She is the substance of the prophets, the principle of the 

apostles, the firm foundation of the martyrs and the premise of the teachers of the Church. She is 
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the glory of those upon earth, the joy of celestial beings, the adornment of all creation. She is the 

beginning and the source and root of unutterable good things; she is the summit and 

consummation of everything holy. 

 

May God be with you and show you the Light of his presence during these holy weeks. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
Rt. Rev. Bishop THOMAS (Joseph) 
Auxiliary Bishop, Diocese of Oakland, Charleston, and the Mid-Atlantic 
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