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        Antiochian Women 
      Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest  

                                             

The Most Reverend 
Metropolitan PHILIP 

Founder 
   

 

 
  

 

 

 

From The Torch Editor… 

Kh. Michelle Dresdow 

 
 

Dear Sisters in Christ: In this 

Newsletter you are receiving 

valuable information to keep 

you up to date  

 

Fall Delegates meeting – 

October 26
th
 in Terre Haute, 

IN from 1 – 4 PM 

 

Dues for Midwest Antiochian 

Women are due December 1, 

2013.  

 

NAB Mid-Winter Meetings 

will be held in Phoenix, 

Arizona on February 7-9, 

2014 

 

Midwest Antiochian Women 

Project money  for”Help the 

Orphans of War in Syria” 
Fund is due May 1,2014 
 

 

Pray for the health of: 
 

Fr. Alexander Atty,  

Fr. Roman Braga,  Fr. Elias 

Bitar,  

 

 

 

The      

Torch 
 

The official 
publication of the 

Midwest Antiochian 
Women 

 

October  2013 

From Sheryl VanderWagen,  President, Midwest 

Antiochian Women: 
 

Christ is in our midst! He is and always shall be! 
 

Dear Fathers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

I pray that you all are doing well.  The fall is off to a good start and we 

are looking forward to seeing many of you at our Fall Gathering in Terre 

Haute IN.  The Fall Gathering is hosted by St. George and we appreciate 

all of their efforts to host this meeting.  May God bless everyone for all of 

your hard work. 
 

This is the beginning of my 3
rd

 term as your president.  I have agreed to 

serve an additional term at the request of His Grace, Bishop ANTHONY 

and I am looking forward to serving you all again for the next two years. 
 

I would like to encourage everyone to choose a book on our Orthodox 

faith, read it and share it with someone else or share it with a book 

discussion group.  I would like to recommend ON THE WAY OF 

FAITH: Faith, Freedom and Love by Archimandrite Roman Braga from 

the Dormition Monastery.  This is a collection of Fr. Braga’s writings.  

Second, I would like to thank our Midwest Humanitarian Coordinator 

who recommended WOUNDED BY LOVE: The Life and Wisdom of 

Elder Porphyrios.  Elder Porphyrios was a Greek monk and priest who 

departed this life in 1991 and is buried on Mount Athos.  The book is a 

collection of his notes and recordings as compiled by The Sisters of the 

Holy Convent of Chrysopigi.  I pray that you will take the time to read a 

book that will enrich your faith this fall. 
 

I am happy to announce that Metropolitan PHILIP has given us a new 

project for this year.  He has challenged the Antiochian Women to raise 

$200,000 for the 2013-2014 NAB Project titled “Help the Orphans of 

War in Syria” You will be hearing more about this at the Fall Gathering 

and in the coming months.  This is a project that should be near and dear 

to all of us and I pray that your fundraising efforts are successful.  This is 

a very important project for us to have at this time and I encourage you to 

begin planning now. 

 
cont on page 2 
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We are still in need of volunteers to serve in a couple of our Coordinator positions, Spiritual Coordinator, 

Membership/Missions Coordinator and Midwest Project Coordinator.   

 

Dues for 2013-2014 are due by December 1, 2013.  There is a form in this newsletter and we will be sending out a 

mailing right after the Fall Gathering.  It is important that each chapter let me know who your president is and that I 

have the correct contact information for your parish chapters.  Please let me know.  I maintain a mailing list as well 

as an email list and it is important to keep that information up-to-date.  My email is listed below, if you have updated 

information to send. 

If you have questions or need to contact me, I am always available.  My contact information is: 

  

Sheryl VanderWagen 

5164 Leonard 

Coopersville MI 49404 

616-677-5242 (home) 

616-560-3483 (cell) 

gvwagen@charter.net 

 
 

 

 

METROPOLITAN PHILIP AWARD 2013 
 

 

 

At the 2013 Parish Life Conference Antiochian Women Luncheon in Louisville, KY, Kh. Jeanette 

Gallaway became the 23
rd

 recipient of the Midwest Antiochian Women Metropolitan PHILIP Award.  The 

award was established in 1991for the purpose of establishing a Midwest Antiochian Women Merit Award 

is to recognize outstanding leadership qualities and contributions by the members of Midwest Antiochian 

Women to the diocesan organization.  The award should be based on participation in diocesan Antiochian 

Women programs and activities, rather than just participation in the local ladies’ organization. The award 

was named in honor of Metropolitan PHILIP in commemoration of his Silver Jubilee in the Episcopacy. 

Each recipient receives a certificate and an engraved sterling silver pin. Elinor Bourjaily of blessed 

memory was the first recipient in 1991.   

 

 

Any member who previously was in good 

standing of a parish within the boundaries of 

the Diocese of Toledo regardless of where 

she is currently residing is eligible to receive 

the Award.  The individual must be active in 

local parish programs and be certified by the 

pastor.  Further, the individual must be active 

and contribute regularly to the programs of 

their Diocese of the Antiochian Women for a 

minimum period of five years.  The recipient 

of the Award must represent the ideals of the 

Antiochian Women: Christian leadership, awareness and commitment, sense of fellowship and expression 

of love and service and charitable deeds. 
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The following women have received the Metropolitan PHILIP Award: 

 

1991  Elinor Bourjaily (Memory Eternal – 2008) 

1992  Rachel Blair (Memory Eternal – 2003) 

1993  Beverly Zaine (West St. Paul, MN) 

1994  Adele Abraham (Grand Rapids, MI) 

1995  Libbie Kohl (Memory Eternal – 2012) 

1996  Sadie Kannam (Canton, OH) 

1997  Marie Bojrab (Fr. Wayne, IN) 

1998  Geri Farris (Seven Hills, OH) 

1999  Ramona Darmour (Cleveland, OH) 

2000  Elaine Shaheen (Flushing, MI) 

2001  Ann Freije (Indianapolis, IN) 

2002  Dorothy (Dottie) Malooley (Spring Valley, IL) 

2003  Margaret Simon (Grand Rapids, MI) 

2004  Guinevere E. Haddad (formerly of the Midwest, Charleston, WV) 

2005  Jan Metry (Louisville, KY) 

2006  Helen Corey (Terre Haute, IN) 

2007  Jean Sam (formerly of the Midwest, now living in Bonita Springs, FL) 

2008  Roberta Royhab (formerly of the Midwest, now living in Marblehead, OH) 

2009  Dianne O’Regan (Louisville, KY) 

2010  Daisy Ann Isaac (Flint, MI) 

2011  Kh. Ruth Meena (Parma, OH) 

2012  JoAnn Shahin Hawkins (Flint MI) 

2013  Kh. Jeanette Gallaway (Lexington KY) 

 

 

Geri Farris will be chairing the Metropolitan PHILIP award committee for 2013-2014.  Information about 

the award and nomination forms will be sent out after the beginning of the year.  This award is a great 

honor.  Please consider nominating someone you know who has been active in the Midwest Antiochian 

Women either now or in the past for 

the 2014 award.  Nomination forms 

must be signed by the parish priest 

so if you have someone in mind to 

nominate for this year, please make 

sure that you start the nomination 

process early enough to get all of the 

proper acknowledgments. 

Nominations may come from 

individuals or groups. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Metropolititan Philip Award winners past and present 
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Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest 

Antiochian Women Meeting Minutes 
Parish Life Conference  Louisville, KY 

June 20, 2013 
 

1. Call to Order: 

Our president, Sheryl VanderWagen, called the meeting to order.  The roll call sign up sheet was passed. 

There were ____ women present from ____ parishes. 
 

2. Opening Prayer: 

We opened in prayer offered by our spiritual advisor, Fr. Dan Daly. 
 

Sheryl VanderWagen reported that Ramona Darmour had surgery and is recovering.  A card was circulated for us to 

sign and a box was passed for collection for a gift.  Geri Farris updated on how Ramona is doing, and she is doing 

well. 
  
3. Approval of past meeting’s minutes: 

October 6, 2012 minutes from the Fall Gathering in Sylvania Ohio were approved: 

Margaret Simon moved for approval with a second by Jeanette Gallaway. 

Motion carried. 
 

Sheryl VanderWagen mentioned that we have CDs of women saints and holy bread DVD’s available for a donation 

to the 2014 NAB project. 
 

4. Treasurer’s Report: 

Treasurer report was discussed by Sheryl VanderWagen.  Our treasurer, Barbara Thomas was not present. (see 

attached document for full report). 

 

Dues are $150 per year, with $75 of that going to the North American Board (NAB). 
 

NAB Project monies have been submitted. (see $13,141.25 figure) Books are closed for this after last parish life 

conference is completed, so those who still have to send should do so before 4
th
 of July. 

 

Our next year starts July 1, 2013 
 

Discussion on treasurer’s report: clergy wives retreat was mentioned and it was stated that Jean Bass is in charge of 

disbursing the funds for the scholarship for someone to go to this. 
 

Question on churches that did not participate at all in dues, etc, that we are to contact them: 

Dues begin in July for 2014 and are due by December 1, 2013; project monies are due by the May 15, 2014. 

Submit money to the Midwest Diocese Antiochian Women treasurer, Barbara Thomas, and let your membership 

know the project money needs to come through the Midwest, and not to submit directly to the NAB treasurer. 

Approval of Treasurer’s report: 

Katherine Michael, of Akron St. George, moved to approve 

Esther Simbol, Terre Haute St George, seconded 

Motion carried and treasurer’s report approved. 

 

5, Vice President/NAB Project: 

Dianne O’Regan, Vice-President, reported on project money and the project: 

 

Update on Convent of St. Thekla at Antiochian Village project of past years:  Cost of building at the Antiochian 

Village location is not feasible and there are possible environmental concerns if there is a protected creature 

discovered there. 
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A half-million dollars were raised by the Archdiocese for that project.  Land was found for sale in central PA with 

buildings, and the Board of Trustees approved and purchased that land.  This land is not at the Antiochian Village.  It 

is in the County of York, 2 hours from the Village. The nuns are to come from Syria, and are waiting on passport 

issues. Mother Alexandra (Magan) is at the village and will not be moving to the new property. No further 

information was given on this. 

The current project is to rebuild the Antiochian Village camp facilities that were damaged by the tornado last year.  

So far, $13,141.25 has been raised for this purpose. 

Members were urged to please send project monies to Barbara before July 4, if you have not already. The girls’ 

cabins have been repaired but trees need to be re – planted. 
 

6. Public Relations Director’s Report: 

Kh. Jeanette Gallaway, Public Relations Director, reported on the newsletter.  She sends one copy to the churches, 

one to the chapter presidents, and one is sent online.  
 

She asked that pictures be sent as attachments rather than in the body of the email so that they will more easily be 

transferred to the newsletter.  

She told us to report what we wanted to be put in the newsletter, and to keep it brief for mailing. She asked 

especially for ideas for motivation, etc. 
 

7. Spiritual Advisor’s remarks were left until later in the meeting. 
 

8. President’s Report: 

Sheryl VanderWagen presented the President’s report. Bishop Anthony asked her to stay on for two more years as 

president and she agreed to do so.  She thanked everyone for their contributions for NAB project, and she thanked 

the officers. 
 

She asked members to attend the retreat in May.  
 

9. Coordinators’ Reports: 

Dianne O’Regan, Historian, discussed historical documents and coordinating those. She asked for members who 

have hosted conferences to give her documents if needed. 

Sue Perry, Humanitarian, could not be at the meeting. 

Members were asked to give humanitarian ideas to Kh. Danni Moore, who will be reporting on this in Houston at the 

Archdiocese convention this year.  Sheryl gave out  3x5 cards where we can note these ideas, and so they can be 

reported by Kh. Danni. 
 

St. George Troy reported that they participated in a program called Desert Angel and that 33 care packages for troops 

were assembled and sent.  A photo of the event held to do this was shown. 
 

Geri Farris, coordinator for the Metropolitan PHILIP award reported on Met PHILIP award committee.  She 

presented concerns because there has not been as much interest in nominating for a recipient for this award. The 

Antiochian Women have been doing this since 1991 (in honor of Met. Philip’s 25
th
 anniversary).  It was reported that 

the wording on the application needs to be changed and clarified.  
 

Sheryl VanderWagen also noted there were concerns where someone wanted to submit a nomination and parish 

priest would not sign it.  Maybe the priest did not know that person. The form needs an official signature. It is a way 

of making sure the person is in good standing with their parish. Cynthia O’Connor suggested that the president be a 

signatory rather than the priest. 
 

Fr. Dan Daly stated that the pastor will know the sacramental status of the person, and that no one else can know 

that.  Fr. Dan suggested we talk to Bishop Anthony about this. Sheryl and Geri will followup and seek guidance from 

Bishop Anthony before the Fall Gathering. 
 

10. Old Business: 

a. Dormition Monastery retreat discussion:  
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Bishop Anthony then entered the meeting. He spoke a few words to the women, thanking us for our work.  We, 

working together, can create common leadership, so we can do the will of God.   
 

It was reported that the retreat 2013 was presented by Fr. John Konkle from the monastery. Sheryl provided a 

handout with notes from his presentation. 
 

b. NAB project, Antiochian Village, Midwest Diocese collection:  collection total was $13,141.25.  We usually add 

something to this.   
 

Geri moved to round it to $15,000, and this was seconded by Katherine Michaels.  
 

Geri amended the motion to add an even $2000 additional rather than round it; Katherine Michaels seconded that 

amendment. 

Motion as amended, carried. 

We will donate a total of 15,141.25 for the project. 
 

c. Scholarship for clergy wives retreat in October  

Kh. Jeanette Gallaway moved the scholarship for the clergy wives retreat be continued at $200.  

Bev Winfrey, St. George Grand Rapids, seconded the motion. 

Motion Carried 
 

11. New Business 
 

a. Election of Officers                                          

:   

Sheryl VanderWagen, President 

Kh. Jeanette Gallaway, Vice-President 

Barbara Thomas, Treasurer 

Cynthia O’Connor of St. Mark’s Youngstown- 

Secretary 

Kh. Michelle Dresdow- Public Relations 

Director  
 

These terms are for 2 years, 2013-2015 
 

Dottie Malooley moved we elect these officers and 

Geri Farris seconded 

Motion carried. 
 

b. 2013-14 Midwest project.  We will discuss this at the fall gathering. 

The apron sale was most successful. 
 

c. Retreat dates will be sometime in May. We will check with the Dormition Monastery. 
 

d. NAB meeting is in Houston this year and we need delegates. 

The meeting is on Wednesday of conference week. Please let Sheryl VanderWagen know if you would like to 

represent the Midwest at this meeting.  The Midwest can send 6 delegates to the NAB meeting. 
 

e. Fall Gathering is to be at St. George, Terre Haute, IN, October 25-27. Esther Simbol asks if Terre Haute could 

move it April 27
th
. 

 

Bishop Anthony says we need to talk to Khalil Samara of the Fellowship of St. John the Divine and discuss this 

elsewhere. 
 

Fr. Rohan asked Bishop Anthony what the new project will be.  Bishop said he does not know and will check on it.  

Sheryl VanderWagen said it will be announced at the National conference in Houston.   

Sheryl VanderWagen stated that she will help parishes and missions organize chapters (Bowling Green Mission 

asked about this.) 

Antiochian Women’s Tea as we share our ideas 

to get people involved 
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Fr. Dan Daly – our advisor, addressed us: 
 

The Church, the word means belonging to the Lord and also a people called out (in Greek).  Church is holy because 

it participates in the work of the Holy Spirit and is not just a human institution.  The Father sends the Spirit to guide 

you in all truth and the Holy Spirit is with us forever.  Church cannot fall away as it cannot exist without the Holy 

Spirit. There is sacrament with institutions. There are both human elements and divine elements in the church.  This 

is important. Some see it as just divine, and some see it as just human.  Another says God is off somewhere in 

heaven. These are not correct views. 
 

Contrast this with Protestantism which does not believe in the Church.  HE is with us in the life of the sacraments: 

Holy body of Christ, the pillar and ground of truth.  
 

Closing Prayer, and then the meeting was adjourned. 
 

The next meeting will be on Saturday, October 26, 2013 in Terre Haute, IN.   
 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Kh. Michelle Dresdow, Secretary 

 

 
 

 

A Quiz on Women of the Bible 
 

 
We are challenged by our Spiritual Advisor, Fr. Daniel Daly to take this quiz on Women of the Bible and the Early 

Church.  How did you do? 

 

The answers are at the bottom of this quiz.  Make sure you cover them up before starting it.   

See how many you know. 
 

l. One of Jesus’s disciples was also from Galilee.  Who was she? 

 a) Suzanna    b) Mary Magdalene  c) St. Martha  d) Helen of Troy   

 

2.  Who were the sisters of Lazarus? 

 a) Martha and Mary 

 b) Joanna and Mary 

 c) Elizabeth and Helen 

 

3.  Who was the famous “hairstylist” who gave Samson a close cut? 

 a) Delilah    b) Jezebel  c) Wanda  
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4.  One of St. Paul’s converts was a dealer in purple goods. Who was she? 

 a)  Sarah   b)  Rachel   c) Lydia  d) Mrs. Goldstein 

 

5.  What was the name of the mother of John the Baptist? 

 a) Mary   b) Elizabeth  c) Rebecca 

 

6.  Jacob in the Old Testament had four wives.  Name two. 

   For extra credit name all four. 

 

7. Who was Sarah’s husband in the Book of Genesis? 

 

8.  Who was the husband of Zipporah? 

 a) Joseph of Arimathea  b) Moses   c)  Methuselah   d) Mr. Buttons 

 

9.  Who was the old “Prophetess who greeted the child Jesus with Simeon? 

 

10.  What did the mother in law of St. Peter do after Jesus cured her?  

 a)  She went out and told everyone 

 b) She began to wait on them 

 c)  She went on vacation 

 d)  She made some kibbi 

 

11. In St. Luke’s gospel Jesus tells of a woman who rejoiced because something she lost was found. 

       What did she lose?   

 a) her husband  b) her purse  c) a silver piece d) her watch 

 

12. Who does tradition say found the “precious cross”? 

 

13.  The sister of St. Basil was very influential in his life. What was her name? 

 

14.  We know the “Woman at the Well” as: 

 

15. After living a sinful life, this saint spent her life in the dessert after visiting the church of the Resurrection. 

 

16. Most the angels are a) male  b) female  c) neither 

 

17. The “apostles to the apostles” refer to what group of women? 

 

18. Who said “who am I that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”  

 

19. St. Peter prayed and a certain woman was brought back to life.  Who was she? 

 a) Helen   b) Tabitha  c) Beverly  

 

20.  What do these three women saints have in common:  St. Clotilde, St. Olga, St. Bertha 

 a) were martyred 

 b) led to the conversion of their nation 

 c) made great tabouli 

 

 

Answers: 1-b; 2-a; 3-a; 4-c; 5-b; 6-Rachel, Leah, Zilpah, Bilhah; 7-Abraham; 8-b; 9-Anna; 10-b; 11-c; 12-St. Helen; 

13-St. Macrina; 14-Photini; 15- St. Mary of Egypt; 16-c; 17-The myrrh bearing women; 18-Elizabeth; 19-b; 20-b 

 



 9 

 

Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest  
2013 Fall Gathering 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hotel Information 
HOLIDAY INN 

3300 US Highway 41 Terre Haute, IN 812-232-6081 
Use ST. GEORGE as the identifier to get the group rate of 

$79/night 
Please make reservations by October 15. 

 

 

 

 

 

*schedule subject to change  

REGISTRATION INFORMATION TO COME 

Please contact Julia Shaheen at jmshaheen@gmail.com for questions or more information 

Friday, October 25 

7:00  Registration at St. George 

8:00  Snacks  

9:00 Teen SOYO meeting at St. George 

Fellowship of St. John the Divine Meeting at St. George 

10:00  Ask Abouna 

11:00  Compline 

Saturday, October 26 

8:30 Breakfast at hotel 

9:30 Morning prayers 

10:00 Keynote Speaker: Fr. Alexis Kouri  

11:00 IOCC service project (Teens and Fellowship) 

Noon Lunch 

1:00 Meeting for Youth Advisors 

Teen Talk  

Fellowship Get-Together 

Antiochian Women’s Meeting 

2:00 Afternoon program (sport, group activity, etc.) 

4:00 Return to hotel to prepare for the evening 

6:00  Vespers 

7:00  Evening program 

 

Antiochian Women Meeting 
at the Fall Gathering 

 
St. George, Terre Haute, IN 

Saturday, October 26 
 at 1:00 PM 

 
COME JOIN US! 

 

mailto:jmshaheen@gmail.com
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Antiochian Women, Diocese of Toledo & the Midwest 

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN DUES & PROJECT MONIES                                                  
2013 - 2014 

 
It is time to renew your Antiochian Women dues for the 2013-2014 year 

period.  Dues must be submitted by December 1, 2013.  All parishes are obligated to pay 
$150.00 of which $100.00 will go to the North American Board Treasury.  All 
churches are required to pay dues, even if you do not have an active Antiochian 
Women Chapter.  Missions are not required to pay dues.   

Our 2013-2014 Antiochian Women Project is Help the Orphans of War in Syria.  
Together, let’s have 100% participation in this project for which Metropolitan 
PHILIP has charged the Antiochian Women with raising $200,000 this year.  Please 
send Project monies no later than May 1, 2014.  All parishes and missions are kindly 
asked to contribute to the Project. 

  
Please make your check payable to the Midwest Antiochian Women and indicate whether 
your payment is for DUES or for Help the Orphans of War in Syria. 
 

PLEASE TEAR OFF FORM BELOW & RETURN WITH MONIES TO: 
 

Barbara Thomas, 3122 Kalamazoo SE, Grand Rapids MI 49508 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

President’s Name: 
_________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Church: 
_______________________________________________ 
 
Church Address/City/Sate/Zip:   
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
 
Phone:_____________E-Mail (church or contact)_____________________________ 

 
 

Amount Enclosed: Dues_______________    Project _________________ 
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