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TOPICS:  

• Tasks Recently Completed: 4, 5, 6,  
• Posting of Charts for Tasks 4, 6 
• Posting of Comparison Chart for GOA and OCEC texts 
• Posting of a new brief version of proposal, Walking the Path of Salvation, 4.9.15 
• What is Next 

 
At this writing, I am pleased with what I was able to produce, but as always, wishing I could have had more time. 
Yet, it is not the end of the school year. Perhaps by convention time, for those interested, I may have a sample 
portion of the Scope and Sequence Chart, and a sample lesson. I was able to write my report on the Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd. Its content will come into play when I begin to chart. 

The content of the Preschool and Kindergarten texts has been analyzed and entered into all charts.  

THE REVISED TASK LIST AS OF 4/07/15  

• TASK 1. DONE. List the theological concepts encompassed by each of the five aspects of spirituality: 
conversion, struggle, liturgy, repentance, and wisdom. See below. 

• TASK 2. DONE. Re-categorize information on the OCEC Chart and GOA Document into a table of the Five 
Aspects of Spirituality. (The data provided is from the OCEC Scope and Sequence Chart which is not 
available digitally, and the GOA document which is provided digitally, thankfully, at 
http://www.goarch.org/archdiocese/departments/religioused/resources/what_your_child_should_know. 
See below. 

• TASK 3. DONE. Prepare a table that will allow a merging of the GOA and OCEC material for each grade and 
each aspect of spirituality. See below. 

• TASK 4. DONE Merge each grade’s GOA, OCA material. Determine common themes for grade level, and 
variations, in order to answer the question, “What are we teaching in grade one about repentance?” etc. 

• TASK 5. DONE. Extend Analysis of OCEC and GOA materials to Kindergarten and Preschool Level.  

• TASK 6: DONE Thoughtfully review the content and methodology of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 
post report. 

• TASK 7: Review spiritual content desired from The Five Aspects Described and that which is currently 
being offered from Tasks 4, 5.  Bring in consultants. Very preliminary attempt at finding groupings, 
threads, inspiration!  

• TASK 8. IN PROCESS. Compile a resource bank for each aspect of spirituality containing its symbol set, 
which is to say its related imagery, narrative, poetic elements such as juxtaposition, art, hymnography, 
sensory activity, beauty, chant, and silence, bodily expression, symbol and ritual by researching scripture, 
service books, the Church Fathers and Mothers, and contemporary writings. Also include a resource bank 
for theosis, and ecclesiology, undercurrents for all the texts. [I’ve done searches for “repentance,” and 
“love,” “love of God,” in regard to conversion, which yielded some quotes from the Fathers and scripture 
with nice imagery.] 

http://www.goarch.org/archdiocese/departments/religioused/resources/what_your_child_should_know�


• TASK 9. IN PROCESS. Determine age-appropriateness, in a general way, for items in the resource bank. 
Without waiting for this to be complete continue with the other tasks. Choose a grade level as a focal 
point. 
 

• TASK 10. Using the resource bank, and the previous scope and sequence charts, determine what is a full 
and deep understanding of each of the five aspects of spirituality, as well as for the concepts of theosis 
and ecclesiology. Chart a progression for each from preschool to grade 12.  Without waiting for this to be 
complete continue with the other tasks. 
 

• TASK 11. Prepare a sample of the new Scope and Sequence chart, for evaluation. Without waiting for this 
to be complete, choose a grade. 
 

• TASK 12. Prepare a sample unit of lessons, for evaluation. 
 
POSTINGS 

TASK 4: THE MERGING OF GOA AND OCEC LISTINGS PER GRADE, PER ASPECT OF SPIRITUALITY.. When I began 
the column for the merge, the first word I wrote was “Both,” to note the common themes, and what both the 
series taught about, say, repentance in grade 1. To my surprise there was very little in the “both” designation at 
all. The two different organizing principles are at the root of this, I believe. The OCEC curriculum plan was to 
present the material in a three-year review cycle. It was heavily focused on the liturgy and the sacraments. The 
GOA texts, more recently written, chose as their organizing principle a developmental trait of each grade, for 
example, “sharing” and made that the criteria for choosing the content for the year. So, while I had hoped to find 
that since both taught the Exodus story in Grade 3, for example, it must be recommended to do so, such was not 
the case. However, at least I have in one place what each teaches in each grade about the spiritual aspects. 

TASK 6: THE CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD.  

The article gives an overview. There is much to be discussed regarding the content that will be posted when I 
begin to put together drafts of scope and sequence ideas. 

COMPARISON OF CONTENT: GOA AND OCEC TEXTS PRESCHOOL TO GRADE 5 

It occurred to me that with all the data I had entered and accumulated digitally, it would not be too much more 
trouble to prepare a side-by-side chart of the two series, and so I have done. This would not have been possible 
without the person at the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese who digitally entered the OCEC listings 
from the scope and sequence chart. Thank you. 

NEW BRIEF VERSION OF PROPOSAL, WALKING THE PATH OF SALVATION 4.9.15 

I had reason to produce a brief version of the proposal so I include it here. Of course it gets modified each time I 
go back into it. 

WHAT IS NEXT? 

The reward for all the technical labor and charting: the dawn of a new curriculum. Each grade level will be 
evaluated for what is currently being offered for each aspect of spirituality, in other words, In grade 1, what are 
the themes of liturgy being offered, repentance, etc. An evaluation will be made for be sub-themes as well, such 
as scripture; these are termed “curriculum threads.” What is currently offered will be placed on the table and 
compared with the Chart from Task 1. The content offered the children from the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
will be on the table for consideration. A curriculum thread already constructed comes The Way, The Truth and The 
Life, namely, the 100 basic points of Orthodoxy, made grade-level appropriate. 


