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“Conversion” in OCEC Scope and Sequence Chart, and the GOA Document, “What Your Child Should Know” 
[Task 3a] 
Concepts included: believing God loves us unconditionally; surrendering to his lordship and mercy;  loving God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength and loving our neighbor as ourselves;  
believing we are made in God’s image and likeness for the purpose of partaking in the divine nature by grace (theosis);  dying in baptism to rise and live no longer for ourselves, but for Him, then 
having one’s feet placed on the path of salvation;  worshiping God and serving others, cultivating a spirit of generosity;  recommitting one’s life to Christ after significant events or traumas;  making a 
commitment to the teachings of the Gospels (New Testament, Feast Day narratives), and the Christ’s Church (Doctrine, Church History);  identifying the Church as the Body of Christ, the guardian 
of the Gospel and mediator of salvation, and the root of one’s primary identity;  cultivating an incarnational worldview, and a spirit of humility, thankfulness, and joy. 

Grade OCEC GOA General Summary, Notes 

1 

GOD LOVES US 

Creation,  

Infancy narrative beginning 

with Birth of John the 

Baptist, to Return to 

Nazareth 

Jesus as 12 year old in the 

Temple 

Theophany 

The Good Shepherd 

Jesus and the Children, 

Loaves and Fishes, 

Theophany, 

God, loving caring, 

forgiving, ever-present, 

whose love is life-giving. 

Each person is valuable and 

made in image-likeness of 

God.  

We respond in faith and 

love and trust to God’s love  

ME AND MY WORLD 

God made every person to be a special and unique individual.  

Jesus is the Son of God.  The Bible helps to guide our lives. God cares 

about our feelings, and He wants us to help and share with others.  

When we are baptized, we are born into God’s family. Jesus was 

baptized by John the Baptist.  

At our baptism, we receive our name. Many of us are named after 

saints—holy people who fully lived God’s way. At our baptism, we also 

receive the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is a gift from Jesus and God 

working within us, to guide us toward doing the right thing in life.  

Jesus teaches us to love all people and to forgive others. Jesus Himself 

was once a child, and He loves children very much.  Jesus Himself prayed 

alone and with others. He teaches us the Lord’s Prayer. When we pray, 

we talk to and listen to God. We can pray in the morning, at meals, at 

night, or any time.  

We are all part of a special group of people called a family. Families are 

different—some are large, some are small, some don’t have a mother or 

a father. Families love each other and share with each other.  

An Orthodox Christian family does special things. All Orthodox Christian 

families make up the church family. The church family celebrates special 

days like baptism and marriage.  

We kiss icons in the church to remember the saints on them.  
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Baptism as related to 

Theophany and child’s 

baptism,  

Cooperation and sharing, 

forgive others as God 

forgave us; see themselves 

and others as unique and 

valuable 

The Holy Trinity. We are 

all God’s children and are 

branches of the Tree of the 

One Church, the Body of 

Christ. 

God cares for us – gives us 

caregivers such as the 

priest. We are to be 

thankful, to give to and 

help others 

We are to build-up the 

Kingdom of Heaven 

(Stewardship).   

Long ago, Jesus was arrested and put to death in the city of Jerusalem, 

and then He rose from the dead.  

The church started with Jesus’ twelve Apostles. After His resurrection, 

they traveled all over the world to teach people about Christ. Jesus came 

to earth for all people in the world. We should love and respect all 

people no matter who they are or how different they are from us. Jesus 

taught that we should even love and pray for those who do harm to us.  

On March 25, we remember that the Annunciation is the day when the 

Angel Gabriel came to Mary and told her she would be Jesus’ mother. 

We call her the Theotokos—the one who gave birth to God.  

On December 25, we celebrate the birth of Jesus, Christmas. Giving each 

other gifts reminds us that Jesus Christ is our greatest gift.  

On January 6, we celebrate the baptism of Jesus, which we call the 

Theophany or Epiphany. The priest blesses us with holy water.  

The Sunday before Easter is called Palm Sunday, when Jesus entered into 

Jerusalem and the people welcomed Him as a king. They waved palm 

branches. We also use palm branches and welcome Jesus as our King. On 

Easter Sunday, or Pascha, we celebrate the resurrection of Christ from 

the dead. We proclaim “Christ is risen!”  

The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) Jesus Heals the Paralytic (John 

5:1-9) Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts of the Apostles 8:27-40)  Jesus Gives 

the Holy Spirit after His Resurrection (John 20:19-23)  

Jesus and the Children (Mark 10:13-16)  The Annunciation (Luke 1:26-

38), The Nativity of Christ (Luke 2:8-20, Matthew 2:1-12)  

The Baptism of Christ (Matthew 3:13-17), The Resurrection of Christ 

(John 19:38-42; 20:1-18)  

 

2 

NEW LIFE IN 

JESUS/MAKING 

THINGS RIGHT 

The Good Samaritan 

LOVING GOD 

God loves us and gives us gifts in our life, such as our talents. He wants 

us to take care of all these gifts from Him. God gave us His son, Jesus, to 

save us from sin.  
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Dorcas 

Parable of the house on the 

rock 

Pentecost, “Let your light 

shine…” 

Zacchaeus  

Gift of the Holy Spirit is 

given in the Sacrament of 

Chrismation 

Holy Eucharist is  

nourishment and is the 

Body and Blood of Christ 

God’s love is constant and 

forgiving. 

Sacraments of Initiation 

presented. Sacrament of 

Confession is introduced. 

Children to become 

aware of their 

relationship with God 

and people around them 

 

In Jerusalem, Jesus taught people, healed people, and was baptized in 

the Jordan River. He died on the cross and rose from the dead.  

Jesus taught that the most important rule is to love God with your whole 

self.  

Jesus wants us to love others. People will know you are a Christian when 

you treat others with love. God wants parents to love their children, and 

children should obey their loving parents. There are many ways to show 

love for your parents.  

Our church is a family and we show each other love in many ways. Even 

when it is not easy to be loving, the Holy Spirit helps us to love.  

To serve means to do something good for someone, out of our love for 

them and for God. When we care for others, we are caring for Jesus. We 

should remember this whenever we see a person in need. We should 

love and serve people, even if we don’t know them. People in the church 

can join together to help others who are in need.  

Respecting other people is a way of telling them that they are important. 

All people deserve respect. We should respect leaders such as our 

teachers, coaches, priests, and our president.  

Our church’s leaders are bishops and priests. A bishop takes care of 

priests and the people in parishes.  

Our priests celebrate sacraments, teach us, and visit people in the 

hospital. Deacons are helpers to the priests and bishops.  

We must treat our world with respect so that all people can enjoy it. 

Jesus taught us to follow these commandments, and that the greatest 

commandment is to love others.  

The Holy Cross is a symbol of love, because Jesus died on the cross to 

save us. We celebrate this feast day on September 14.  

We show our respect for the cross by making the sign of the cross, 

putting it up on our walls, or wearing it on a chain around our necks. 

Seeing a cross should remind us of Jesus’ love for us.  
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We love and respect Mary, the Theotokos, which means the Mother of 

God.  

On November 21, the Church celebrates the day that Mary entered the 

Temple.  

When the baby Jesus was forty days old, Mary and Joseph brought him to 

the Temple; this  feast day is called the Presentation of Jesus, and we 

celebrate it on February 2.  

We believe that after Jesus died, He rose from the dead after three days. 

This is the greatest miracle of our faith. We proclaim, “Christ is risen!” 

The Flight to Egypt (Matthew 2:1-23) The Miracle at Cana (John 2:1-11) 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-35) The Ten 

Commandments (Exodus 19, 24) The Nativity of Christ (Luke 2:8-20, 

Matthew 2:1-12)  

 

3 

NEW LIFE IN THE 

CHURCH 

Call of the Disciples 

Theophany  

Zacchaeus 

Ascension 

Passion 

Pentecost 

Prodigal Son 

Good Samaritan 

Unforgiving Servant 

Last Judgment 

Paul’s conversion 

St. Stephen 

St. Philip 

SHARING GOD’S WORLD 

Hospitality means sharing our food and gifts with others.  

We also share our feelings, thoughts, and talents with others.  

We can share with God by going to church, singing the hymns, and giving 

to the poor; we should do this out of love.  

God made a covenant (promise) to Abraham, who became the father of 

the Hebrew people. Many years later Jesus was born among the Hebrew 

people, so all of His followers can share in Abraham’s blessings 

All Christians share God’s gift of the Law to Moses, the Ten 

Commandments. Jesus taught that the greatest commandments are to 

love God with all our hearts, and to love our neighbor as ourselves.  

When Christians “share the good news,” they tell others about how Jesus 

Christ is the Savior of the world.  

Jesus wants us to be His helpers by helping others. This makes us His 

disciples, people who bring the good news to others.  

The service of the Blessing of the Five Loaves is based on the story of 

Jesus multiplying the five loaves of bread and four fish with the 
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Miracles of Peter and John.  

New Life through 

Sacraments in the Church 

Community. 

God is present in all we 

do. 

Creed as a statement of 

belief. 

We are to pray, to 

worship, to serve and 

minister to others, to be 

forgiving, to share the 

Good News and teach the 

message of Jesus Christ, 

as Christians to make 

moral choices. 

 

 

 

multitudes. This service reminds us that we should share our food with 

those who are hungry and have no food.  

Jesus made a sacrifice for us, and He teaches that sometimes doing the 

right thing is not easy, and we may have to make sacrifices, too.  

We received the Holy Spirit at our baptism. The Holy Spirit fills our heart 

with love and increases our kindness and closeness to each other.  

The Holy Spirit helps us to be brave when we’re scared, to make good 

choices, and to say and do the right things, even when others around us 

do not.  

People in families should treat each other with love and share with each 

other.  

During the first part of the Liturgy, we learn through the Epistle and 

Gospel readings.  

Being blessed with Holy Oil brings the Holy Spirit into our lives to help us 

live a healthy and good life.  

A missionary is a person who shares the Christian message with others. 

We can be missionaries anywhere by sharing our faith with others.  

God shared His love with us by sending His Son; we can share our love 

with others, too.  

We should share the things we have with others who don’t have as 

much.  

Justice means being fair to others and doing what is right. We can work 

for justice by standing up for people who are excluded and helping them 

to be treated fairly.  

Fifty days after Easter, Christ sent the Holy Spirit to His disciples. They 

were then able to share the good news with anyone in the world.  

Jesus Begins His Ministry in the Temple (Luke 4:14-22) The Call of the 

Disciples and the Great Catch of Fish (Luke 5:1-11) Jesus Feeds 5,000 

People (John 6:1 14) The Lord’s Supper (Luke 22:14-22, 34) 

The Crucifixion of Jesus (Mark 14:32-15:24) Pentecost (Acts of the 

Apostles 2:4) Peter and John Preach (Acts of the Apostles 3:1-42) The 
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Conversion of Saul (Acts of the Apostles 9:1-19) Cornelius and Peter (Acts 

of the Apostles 10) The Sermon on the Mount 

4 

JESUS, THE PROMISE 

OF GOD 

Exposure to 10 

Commandments 

Feasts of Our Lord  

Mystical Supper (Lead in 

for Holy Communion) 

Nativity to Pentecost, 

Annunciation,  

Raising of Lazarus to 

Pascha,  

Zacchaeus,  

Mary and Martha,  

Ten Lepers,  

Miracles and Healings (lead 

in for Holy Unction) 

Sermon on Mount.  

OT Promise fulfilled. 

Angels and Archangels, 

Free Will,  

The Fallen Angel--lies and 

temptations,  

Four Evangelists 

Love neighbor,  

forgiveness,  

concern for those who 

need help,  

GROWING WITH GOD 

We worship the one God who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three 

persons:  

The Father is the Creator of everything we can see and cannot see. The 

Son is Jesus, who taught us how to live God’s way, died, and rose to save 

us. The Holy Spirit is the power of God, which came upon the Virgin 

Mary, filled the disciples, and helps us to love God and one another.  

Part of this work is listening to the Epistle and Gospel readings, which 

teach us about Christ and guide us in living a Christian life.  

Jesus read the Bible and taught people to follow its message. After He 

died and rose, His disciples wrote about Him, and these writings were 

added to the Bible.  

God teaches that when two people get married, they are now like one 

person, and they must work together for their family to live God’s way, 

through both the easy and the hard times. Some marriages end in 

divorce. Sometimes one spouse dies. A person may marry again, and 

sometimes that forms a blended family. Some people never get married, 

but they are still part of a family.  

Children are a gift from God. They have qualities from their parents, and 

from God.  

God’s image is in every person.  

We become Christians through Holy Baptism and Chrismation.  

Parents ask close friends or relatives to be godparents to their child, to 

help raise him or her as a Christian. Blessed water and oil are important 

symbols in the sacrament.  These two sacraments mean the child has 

joined the Orthodox Church.  

No matter how old we are, we should honor our parents.  

The bishop leads a diocese (metropolis), or a group of parishes in the 

same area. The priest is the leader of a parish. The parish council is a 
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beatitudes,  

Holy Unction,  

Holy Communion,  

Holy Confession,  

John the Baptist (lead in for 

Baptism) 

Theophany 

Facing temptations, 

Responsibility for actions 

Concern for others who 

need help 

God’s people in the Old 

and New Testaments were 

called, we are also called to 

listen and follow. 

group of people who help make decisions to serve the people of the 

parish.  

The Philoptochos Society means “friends of the poor.” They raise money 

to help poor people and support the Church’s work.  

Missionaries in our Church travel to other lands and spread the Christian 

message.  

At our Chrismation, we receive the Holy Spirit, which gives each of us 

different talents to serve the Church in our own ways.  

Jesus Cleanses the Temple (John 2:13-16) The Parable of the Sower (Luke 

8:4-8) The Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-9)  

 

5 

OUR LIFE IN THE 

CHURCH 

[Biblical Knowledge OT: 

N/A] 

Origins of the Sacraments 

are studied; their services 

are extensively studied 

The Great Marriage 

Feast, Publican and 

Pharisee,  

The Lost Sheep,  

Prodigal Son,  

Sower and the Seed.  

Lives of saints Athanasius 

the Great, St. Roman. 

GOD CALLS US 

When we put our trust in God even when we are afraid, we have faith. 

Faith gives us courage to use our strengths and to help other people. God 

has always been faithful to His people. He gave us the gift of the Ten  

Commandments to show His love and care for how we live our lives.  

Since we are all created in the image and likeness of God, we should be 

pure and holy.  

People who are righteous do what is right, and they obey what God tells 

them. God calls us to speak the truth and live honestly.  

Even if many other things in our lives change, God will always love us.  

We believe that Jesus is both divine and human. He lived like us and He 

lived God’s way, bringing the Kingdom of God.  

The Good News is that with the Kingdom of God, we are all free from our 

sins.  
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Holy Trinity,  

Introduction to Salvation 

History 

Creation and Fall, 

Incarnation,  

Redemption,  

Church, privileges and 

responsibilities of 

membership  

Divine Liturgy, 12 lessons 

Salvation, the goal of the 

sacramental life is to unite 

them to the Lord and the 

Church 

Vocations, beyond 

membership are open to 

the students. 

Jesus taught people to treat others with love, forgive, share with the 

poor, not to judge, and to trust in God. During His ministry, Jesus healed 

people and showed many other miracles.  

Jesus chose twelve disciples to help him preach and heal.  

Some of the leaders became angry at Jesus and planned to kill Him. He 

knew that He must die and rise on the third day to save us from the 

powers of sin and death.  

Both the Old and New Testaments teach us how God gives salvation. 

Those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God will be saved through 

Him. God will judge each of us, by how much we loved and cared for 

others.  

St. Peter called the Christians to be “living stones” to build the Church. 

We can work together to keep our Church strong.  St. Paul taught that 

the Church is the Body of Christ, and each person is an important part. 

Jesus has given each of us special “Gifts of Service” to do Christ’s work.  

You can be a witness to Christ by standing up for your beliefs and living 

according to your Orthodox faith.  

Working for justice means helping those who are in need or who are 

treated unfairly.  We are called to sacrifice for others, to give unselfishly.  

We are called to encourage others who are struggling.  Jesus teaches us 

to bear our cross, or our hardships, with faith in God, and that freedom 

means doing what God wants.  Setting aside a daily time and place for 

prayer is important for spiritual growth.  During Holy Week, we 

remember the last earthly days of Christ. Our services remind us that 

Christ loves us, suffered for us, died, and rose from the dead for us.  

The Annunciation (Like 1:26-56, 2:1-20)  The Sermon on the Mount 

(Matthew 5-7)  Jesus Heals the Blind Man (John 9:1-38) The Parable of 

the Last Judgment (Matthew 25:31-46)   


