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Priest: Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 
 

Patriarch: Come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

 Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

 Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and our God. 

 

THE PSALM OF INTRODUCTION—PSALM 103 

Patriarch: Bless the Lord, O my soul; O Lord my God, Thou hast been magnified exceedingly. 

Confession and majesty hast Thou put on, Who coverest Thyself with light as with a garment, 

Who stretchest out the heaven as it were a curtain; Who supporteth His chambers in the waters, 

Who appointeth the clouds for His ascent, Who walketh upon the wings of the winds, Who 

maketh His angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire. 
 

Who establisheth the earth in the sureness thereof; it shall not be turned back forever and ever. 

The abyss like a garment is His mantle; upon the mountains shall the waters stand. At Thy 

rebuke they will flee, at the voice of Thy thunder shall they be afraid. 
 

The mountains rise up and the plains sink down, unto the place where Thou hast established 

them. Thou appointedst a bound that they shall not pass, neither return to cover the earth. He 

sendeth forth springs in the valleys; between the mountains will the waters run. They shall give 

drink to all the beasts of the field; the wild asses will wait to quench their thirst. Beside them will 

the birds of the heaven lodge, from the midst of the rocks will they give voice. 
 

He watereth the mountains from His chambers; the earth shall be satisfied with the fruit of Thy 

works. He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and green herb for the service of men, to bring 

forth bread out of the earth; and wine maketh glad the heart of man. To make his face cheerful 

with oil; and bread strengtheneth man’s heart. 
 

The trees of the plain shall be satisfied, the cedars of Lebanon, which Thou hast planted. There 

will the sparrows make their nests; the house of the heron is chief among them. The high 

mountains are a refuge for the harts, and so is the rock for the hares. 
 

He hath made the moon for seasons; the sun knoweth his going down. Thou appointedst the 

darkness, and there was the night, wherein all the beasts of the forest will go abroad; young lions 

roaring after their prey, and seeking their food from God. The sun ariseth, and they are gathered 

together, and they lay them down in their dens. Man shall go forth unto his work, and to his labor 

until the evening. How magnified are Thy works, O Lord! In wisdom hast Thou made them all. 
 

The earth is filled with Thy creation. So is this great and spacious sea, wherein are things 

creeping innumerable, small living creatures with the great. There go the ships; there this 

leviathan, whom Thou hast made to play therein. All things wait on Thee, to give them their food 

in due season; when Thou givest it them, they will gather it. When Thou openest Thy hand, all 

things shall be filled with goodness; when Thou turnest away Thy face, they shall be troubled. 
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Thou wilt take their spirit, and they shall cease; and unto their dust shall they return. Thou wilt 

send forth Thy Spirit, and they shall be created; and Thou shalt renew the face of the earth. 
 

Let the glory of the Lord be unto the ages; the Lord will rejoice in His works. Who looketh on 

the earth and maketh it tremble, Who toucheth the mountains and they smoke. I will sing unto 

the Lord throughout my life, I will chant to my God for as long as I have my being. 
 

May my words be sweet unto Him; I will rejoice in the Lord. O that sinners would cease from 

the earth, and they that work iniquity, that they should be no more. Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
 

The sun knoweth his going down. Thou appointedst the darkness, and there was the night. How 

magnified are Thy works, O Lord! In wisdom hast Thou made them all. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages. Amen. 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory to Thee, O God. (THRICE) 

O our God and our Hope, glory to Thee! 
 

THE GREAT LITANY 

Deacon:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Choir:   Lord, have mercy. 
 

Deacon: For the peace from above, and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 

Choir:   Lord, have mercy. 
 

Deacon: For the peace of the whole world, for the good estate of the Holy Churches of 

God, and for the union of all men, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Choir:   Lord, have mercy. 
 

Deacon: For this Holy House, and for those who with faith, reverence, and fear of God, 

enter therein, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Choir: Lord, have mercy.  
 

Deacon: For our father and Patriarch JOHN, for the venerable Priesthood, the Diaconate in 

Christ, for all the clergy and the people, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Choir:   Lord, have mercy. 
 

Deacon:  For Metropolitan PAUL, Archbishop JOHN, and for their quick release from 

captivity and safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 
  

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Deacon:  For the President of the United States, for all civil authorities, and for our Armed 

Forces everywhere, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. 
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Deacon: For this city, and for every city and land, and for the faithful who dwell therein, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Deacon: For healthful seasons, for abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful 

times, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Choir:   Lord, have mercy. 
 

Deacon: For travelers by sea, by land, and by air; for the sick and the suffering; for 

captives and their salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Deacon: For our deliverance from all tribulation, wrath, danger, and necessity, let us pray 

to the Lord. 
 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Deacon: Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and keep us, O God, by Thy grace. 
 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Deacon: Calling to remembrance our all-holy, immaculate, most blessed and glorious Lady 

Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, with all the Saints: let us commend ourselves 

and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God. 
 

Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 
 

Priest: For unto Thee are due all glory, honor, and worship: to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
 

Choir: Amen. 
 

“O LORD, I HAVE CRIED” IN TONE TWO 

+  O Lord, I have cried out unto Thee, hear Thou me; hear Thou me, O Lord. O Lord, I have 

cried out unto Thee, hear Thou me. Give ear to the voice of my supplication when I cry out 

unto Thee: hear Thou me, O Lord. 

+  Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as the incense, and the lifting up of my hands as the 

evening sacrifice; hear Thou me, O Lord. 
 

+  Set, O Lord, a watch before my mouth, and a door of enclosure round about my lips. 

+  Incline not my heart unto words of evil, to make excuse with excuses in sins. 

+  With men that work iniquity; and I will not join with their chosen. 

+  The righteous man will chasten me with mercy and reprove me; as for the oil of the sinner, 

let it not anoint my head. 

+  For yet more is my prayer in the presence of their pleasures; swallowed up near by the rock 

have their judges been. 

+  They shall hear my words, for they be sweetened; as a clod of earth is broken upon the earth, 

so have their bones been scattered nigh unto Hades. 

+  For unto Thee, O Lord, O Lord, are mine eyes, in Thee have I hoped; take not my soul away.  

+  Keep me from the snare which they have laid for me, and from the stumbling-blocks of them 

that work iniquity. 
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+  The sinners shall fall into their own net; I am alone until I pass by. 

+  With my voice unto the Lord have I cried, with my voice unto the Lord have I made 

supplication. 

+  I will pour out before Him my supplication, mine affliction before Him will I declare. 

+  When my spirit was fainting within me, then Thou knewest my paths. 

+  In this way wherein I have walked they hid for me a snare. 

+  I looked upon my right hand, and beheld, and there was none that did know me. 

+  Flight hath failed me, and there is none that watcheth out for my soul. 

+  I have cried unto Thee, O Lord; I said: Thou art my hope, my portion art Thou in the land of 

the living. 

+  Attend unto my supplication, for I am brought very low. 

+  Deliver me from them that persecute me, for they are stronger than I. 
 

Verse 10. Bring my soul out of prison that I may confess Thy Name. 
 

Verse 9. The righteous shall wait patiently for me until Thou shalt reward me. 
 

Verse 8. Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, O Lord; O Lord, hear my voice. 
 

Verse 7. Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 

 

For St. Nicholas in Tone Two (**When he took Thee**) 

Verse 6. If Thou shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, O Lord, who shall stand? For with Thee 

there is forgiveness. 

While living in Myra in the flesh, * thou wast myrrh in truth, as anointed with the sweet spiritual 

myrrh, * O our Father Nicholas, august High Priest of Christ; * and with sweet myrrh dost thou 

anoint * the faces of those who * ever keep with faith and love thine honoured memory, * ending 

their misfortunes and perils, * freeing them from every affliction, * by thine intercessions with 

the Lord of all. 
 

Verse 5. For Thy Name’s sake have I patiently waited for Thee, O Lord; my soul hath waited 

patiently for Thy word, my soul hath hoped in the Lord. 

While living in Myra in the flesh … (repeat above) 
 

Verse 4. From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch let Israel hope in the Lord. 

Truly thou, according to thy name, * art the faithful people's full vict'ry in all temptations and 

griefs, * O our Father Nicholas, thou Saint and servant of Christ; * for when called upon 

anywhere, * thou anticipatest * with all speed those running to thy refuge moved by love; * for 

through fervent faith thou appearest * both by day and night, and thou savest * them from all 

temptations and calamities. 
 

Verse 3. For with the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is plenteous redemption; and He shall 

redeem Israel out of all his iniquities. 

Truly thou, according to thy name … (repeat above) 
 

Verse 2. O praise the Lord, all ye nations; praise Him, all ye peoples. 

Thou didst fill King Constantine with fear * and with him, Ablabius, when they saw thee in 

visions and dreams, * telling them: Make haste, straightway release the prisoners * held in unjust 

imprisonment, * for they are not guilty * of the wicked murder for which they have been 
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condemned. * But if thou shouldst dare disobey me, * I shall make entreaty, O Sovereign, * and 

shall pray against thee to the Lord my God. 

 

Verse 1. For He hath made His mercy to prevail over us, and the truth of the Lord abideth forever. 

Unto those in dangers and distress, * unto those on land and on sea and to those nearby and far 

off, * thou hast proved a great and fervent help, O Nicholas, * O most glorious Saint of God, * 

and Christ's sacred preacher, * as a mighty intercessor full of sympathy. * Wherefore, as we 

gather, we cry out: * Intercede, O Saint, with the Lord God, * that we might be saved from all 

calamity. 
 

DOXASTICON OF ST. NICHOLAS IN TONE SIX 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Let us gather, O ye feast-lovers, and with songs of praise let us extol the comeliness of hierarchs, 

the glory of the Fathers, the gushing fount of wonders, and the very great helper of the faithful, 

and let us say: Rejoice, thou guardian of Myra, her august prelate and unbending pillar. Rejoice, 

exceedingly bright luminary lighting the uttermost parts of the earth with miracles. Rejoice, 

divine joy of the afflicted and most fervent advocate of the wronged. And now, O all-blessed 

Nicholas, cease not to intercede with Christ God for those who with faith and longing do ever 

honour thy gladsome and all-festive memorial. 

 

THEOTOKION FOR FOREFEAST OF NATIVITY IN TONE SIX 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Make ready, O cave, for the Ewe-lamb cometh, bearing Christ in her womb. And do thou, O 

manger, receive Him that with a word hath loosed us, the earthborn, from irrational deeds. Ye 

shepherds abiding in the field, be ye witnesses of the dread wonder. And ye Magi from Persia, 

offer gold, and frankincense, and myrrh unto the King; for the Lord hath appeared from a Virgin 

Mother. And bowing to Him like a handmaiden, His Mother worshipped Him, and addressed 

Him that was in her arms: How wast Thou sown within me? And how hast Thou grown within 

me, O my Redeemer and my God? 
 

THE HOLY ENTRANCE 
(While the Doxasticon is chanted, the following dialogue occurs QUIETLY as the clergy make the entrance.) 

Deacon:  Let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Priest: In the evening and in the morning and at noonday we praise Thee, we bless Thee, we give thanks unto Thee, 

and we pray unto Thee, O Master of all, Lord Who lovest mankind: Direct our prayer as incense before Thee, and 

incline not our hearts unto words or thoughts of evil, but deliver us from all who seek after our souls. For unto Thee, 

O Lord, Lord, are our eyes, and in Thee have we hoped. Put us not to shame, O our God. For unto Thee are due all 

glory, honor, and worship: to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
 

Deacon:  Amen. 

 

(The Holy Entrance is made with the Deacon stopping in his usual place on the solea and the Priest proceeding to 

the Episcopal Throne and standing on the Patriarch’s right side. The Deacon asks the Patriarch’s blessing on the 

incense, and then censes him three times. He censes the Icons on the Iconostasis and the west of the Church; he 

censes the Patriarch nine times (three sets of three), the Clergy around the Episcopal Throne, the people, and the 

Patriarch nine times, again. Then, moving the censer to his left hand, he takes his orarion in his right hand, points it 

toward the Royal Doors, and looking at the Patriarch begins this next dialogue QUIETLY.) 

 

Deacon:  Bless, master, the Holy Entrance. 
 

Patriarch: Blessed is the entrance to Thy Holy Place, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
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(After the choir has finished, the following is said ALOUD.) 

Deacon: Wisdom! Let us attend! 

O GLADSOME LIGHT 

Clergy: O gladsome Light of the holy glory of the immortal, heavenly, holy and blessed Father: 

O Jesus Christ. Lo now that we have come to the setting of the sun, as we behold the evening 

light, we hymn Thee: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, God. Meet it is for Thee at all times to be 

magnified by joyous voices, O Son of God and Giver of life. Wherefore the whole world doth 

glorify Thee. 
 

FRIDAY PROKEIMENON IN TONE SEVEN 

Deacon: The Evening Prokeimenon! 
 

Choir:  Thou, O God, art my helper, and Thy mercy shall go before me. (TWICE) 
 

Verse.  Deliver me from my enemies, O God, and deliver me from those who rise up 

against me! 
 

Choir:  Thou, O God, art my helper, and Thy mercy shall go before me. 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READINGS 

The First Passage 

Deacon: Wisdom! 
 

Reader: The Reading from Proverbs. (A composite from chapters 10, 3 and 8) 
 

Deacon: Let us attend! 
 

Reader: The memory of the righteous man calleth forth for praises, and the blessing of the Lord 

is upon his head. Blessed is the man that findeth wisdom, and the mortal that knoweth prudence. 

For it is better to traffic for her than for treasures of gold and silver. She is more precious than 

costly stones; no evil thing shall resist her; she is well known to all that approach her, and 

everything that is honoured cannot be compared unto her. For out of her mouth righteousness 

proceedeth, and law and mercy she carrieth on her tongue. Hear me, then, O children, for I will 

speak of honourable things; and blessed is the man that will keep unto my ways, for my paths are 

the paths of life, and the desire is fashioned of the Lord. Wherefore I entreat you and put forth 

my voice before the sons of men, for I, Wisdom, established counsel; and I have called forth 

knowledge and understanding. Counsel and certainty are mine, mine is understanding and 

strength is mine. I love them that love me; and those that seek me shall find grace. Understand 

cunning, then, O ye simple, and ye uninstructed, lay this up in your heart. Hearken unto me yet 

again, for I will speak of honourable things, and the opening of my lips shall be of right things, 

for my mouth shall meditate truth, and lying lips are an abomination before me. All the words of 

my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in them. They are all plain to 

him that understandeth, and right to them that find knowledge. For I will teach you the truth, that 

your hope may be in the Lord and ye may be filled with the Spirit. 

 

The Second Passage 

Deacon: Wisdom! 
 

Reader: The Reading from Proverbs. (10:31-11:12) 
 

Deacon: Let us attend! 
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Reader: The mouth of the righteous distilleth wisdom, but the tongue of the unjust man shall 

utterly perish. The lips of the righteous know graces; but the mouth of the ungodly shall be 

destroyed. A false balance is an abomination to the Lord, but a just weight is acceptable to Him. 

Wherever pride cometh, there cometh disgrace also; but the mouth of the humble meditateth 

wisdom. The integrity of the upright shall guide them; but the treachery of transgressors shall lay 

them waste. Possessions profit not in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivereth from death. 

When a righteous man dieth, he leaveth behind regret, but the ruin of the ungodly is of no 

account and calleth forth derision. The righteousness of the blameless straighteneth the paths, but 

ungodliness shall fall in wickedness. The righteousness of upright men shall deliver them, but the 

lawless are caught in their own ill counsel. When a righteous man dieth, hope perisheth not, but 

the boasting of the ungodly doth perish. The righteous escapeth out of the snare, and in his stead 

the ungodly is delivered up. In the mouth of the ungodly there is a snare for their countrymen, 

but the understanding of the righteous doth prosper. When it goeth well with the righteous, the 

city flourisheth, and at the ruin of the ungodly there is exceeding gladness. By the blessing of the 

upright the city is exalted, but it is undermined by the mouth of the ungodly. He that is void of 

wisdom despiseth his neighbours, but a man of understanding holdeth his peace. 

 

The Third Passage 

Deacon: Wisdom! 
 

Reader: The Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon. (4:7-15) 
 

Deacon: Let us attend! 
 

Reader: Though the righteous happen to die, yet shall he be in rest; for honourable age is not that 

which standeth in length of time, nor that which is measured by number of years. But wisdom is 

the gray hair unto men, and an unspotted life is old age. He pleased God, and was beloved of 

Him, so that living among sinners he was translated. Yea, speedily was he taken away, lest that 

wickedness should alter his understanding, or deceit beguile his soul; for the fascination of 

wickedness doth obscure things that are honest, and the wandering of desire doth undermine the 

simple mind. He being made perfect in a short time, fulfilled a long time; for his soul pleased the 

Lord; therefore hasted He to take him away from among the wicked. This the people saw, and 

understood it not, neither did they lay this up in their minds, that His grace and mercy is with His 

Saints, and that He doth visit His chosen. 

 

THE LITANY OF FERVENT SUPPLICATION 

Deacon:  Let us say with our whole soul, and with our whole mind, let us say. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Deacon:  O Lord Almighty, the God of our Fathers, we pray Thee, hearken and have mercy. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Deacon:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy great mercy, we pray Thee, hearken 

and have mercy. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 
 

Deacon:  Again we pray for all pious and Orthodox Christians. 
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Choir:  Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 
 

Deacon:  Again we pray for our father and Patriarch JOHN. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 
 

Deacon:  Again we pray for our brethren: the priests, hieromonks, deacons, hierodeacons 

and monastics and all our brotherhood in Christ. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 
 

Deacon:  Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health, salvation and visitation and pardon 

and remission of sins for (the servants of God, [Names], and) all Orthodox 

Christians of true worship, who live and dwell in this community. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 
 

Deacon:  Again we pray for the blessed and ever-memorable founders of this holy church 

and for (the departed servants of God, [Names], and) all our fathers and brethren, 

the Orthodox departed this life before us, who here and in all the world lie asleep 

in the Lord. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 
 

Deacon:  Again we pray for those who bear fruit and do good works in this holy and all-

venerable temple, those who serve and those who sing, and for all the people here 

present, who await Thy great and rich mercy. 
 

Choir:   Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 
 

Priest:  For Thou art a merciful God and lovest mankind, and unto Thee we ascribe glory: 

to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. 
 

Choir:   Amen. 
 

THE EVENING PRAYER 

Patriarch: Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this evening without sin. Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the 

God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is Thy Name forever. Amen. 

 

Let Thy mercy be upon us, O Lord, even as we have set our hope on Thee. Blessed art Thou, O 

Lord; teach me Thy statutes. Blessed art Thou, O Master; make me to understand Thy statutes. 

Blessed art Thou, O Holy One; enlighten me with Thy statutes. 

 

Thy mercy, O Lord, endureth forever. O despise not the works of Thy hands. To Thee belongeth 

worship, to Thee belongeth praise, to Thee belongeth glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

THE LITANY OF SUPPLICATION 

Deacon:  Let us complete our evening prayer unto the Lord. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Deacon:  Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and keep us, O God, by Thy grace. 
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Choir:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Deacon:  That the whole evening may be perfect, holy, peaceful and sinless, let us ask of 

the Lord. 
 

Choir:  Grant this, O Lord. 
 

Deacon:  An angel of peace, a faithful guide, a guardian of our souls and bodies, let us ask 

of the Lord. 
 

Choir:  Grant this, O Lord. 
 

Deacon:  Pardon and remission of our sins and transgressions, let us ask of the Lord. 
 

Choir:  Grant this, O Lord. 
 

Deacon:  All things good and profitable for our souls and peace for the world, let us ask of 

the Lord. 
 

Choir:  Grant this, O Lord. 
 

Deacon:  That we may complete the remaining time of our life in peace and repentance, let 

us ask of the Lord. 
 

Choir:  Grant this, O Lord. 
 

Deacon:  A Christian ending to our life, painless, blameless, peaceful, and a good defense 

before the fearful judgment seat of Christ, let us ask of the Lord. 
 

Choir:  Grant this, O Lord. 
 

Deacon: Calling to remembrance our all-holy, immaculate, most blessed and glorious Lady 

Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, with all the Saints: let us commend ourselves 

and each another, and all our life unto Christ our God. 
 

Choir:   To Thee, O Lord. 
 

Priest:  For Thou art a good God and lovest mankind, and unto Thee we ascribe glory: to 

the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages. 
 

Choir:   Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 

Patriarch:  Peace be to all. 
 

Choir:  And to thy spirit. 
 

Deacon:  Let us bow our heads unto the Lord. 
 

Choir:  To Thee, O Lord. 

 

• All bow their heads as the priest says the following prayer: 

Priest:  O Lord our God, Who didst bow the heavens and come down for the salvation of 

mankind: Look upon Thy servants and Thine inheritance; for unto Thee, the 

fearful Judge Who yet lovest mankind, have Thy servants bowed their heads and 
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submissively inclined their necks, awaiting not help from men but entreating Thy 

mercy and looking confidently for Thy salvation. Guard them at all times, both 

during this present evening and in the approaching night, from every foe, from all 

adverse powers of the devil, and from vain thoughts and from evil imaginations. 
 

Blessed and glorified be the might of Thy kingdom: of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 

 

The Service of the Litia and ArtoklasiaThe Service of the Litia and ArtoklasiaThe Service of the Litia and ArtoklasiaThe Service of the Litia and Artoklasia    

Nicholas the wonderworker, archbishop of Myra in LyciaNicholas the wonderworker, archbishop of Myra in LyciaNicholas the wonderworker, archbishop of Myra in LyciaNicholas the wonderworker, archbishop of Myra in Lycia    
 

DOXASTICON & THEOTOKION AT THE LITIA PROCESSION IN TONE EIGHT 

For St. Nicholas 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The fruit of thy manly exploits, O righteous Father, hath cheered the hearts of the faithful; for 

what man would not marvel, upon hearing of thine immeasurable humility, thy patience, thy 

cheerful kindness towards the poor, thy compassion for the afflicted? Thou taughtest all men in a 

fashion befitting godliness, O Hierarch Nicholas; and now, as thou hast put on the unfading 

crown, intercede in behalf of our souls. 
 

For the Forefeast of the Nativity 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Make ready, O Bethlehem; let the manger be prepared, let the cave show its welcome. The Truth 

is come, the shadow is passed away; God hath appeared from a Virgin unto men, formed as we 

are, and deifying that which He hath assumed. Wherefore, Adam is renewed with Eve, as they 

cry out: Thy good will hath appeared on earth to save our race. 

 

• After the Litia hymns are chanted stichirarically (slowly), and the procession of clergy and 

altar servers has finished at the solea, the clergy now begin the Service of Litia & Artoklasia. 

 

THE LITIA 

Deacon:  Have mercy upon us, O God, according to Thy great goodness, we pray Thee, 

hearken and have mercy. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 
 

Deacon:  Again we pray for all pious and Orthodox Christians. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 
 

Deacon:  Again we pray for our father and Patriarch JOHN, and all our brotherhood in 

Christ. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 
 

Deacon:  Again we pray for every Christian soul, afflicted and weary, in need of God’s 

mercies and help; for the protection of this holy house and those who sing therein 

and the people here present; for the peace and stability of the whole world; for the 

good estate of the holy churches of God; for the salvation and help of our fathers 
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and brethren who with diligence and fear of God labor and serve; for those who 

are gone away and those who are abroad; for those who travel by sea, land and 

air; for the healing of those who lie in infirmity; for the deliverance of captives; 

for those imprisoned and in danger; for our brethren who are serving and who are 

remembered for their labor, and for all who await the mercies of God, let us say. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 
 

Deacon:  Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health, salvation and visitation and pardon 

and forgiveness of sins for the servants of God, the parishioners, members of the 

parish council and organizations, donors and benefactors of this holy temple and 

those here present who celebrate this holy feast. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 
 

Deacon:  Again we pray that He may keep this holy church and this city and every city and 

countryside from wrath, famine, plague, earthquake, flood, fire, the sword, 

foreign invasion, civil war and sudden death; that our good God, Who lovest 

mankind, will be gracious, favorable and conciliatory and turn away and dispel all 

the wrath stirred up against us and all sickness, and may deliver us from His 

righteous chastisement which impendeth on us, and have mercy upon us. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. (FORTY TIMES) 
 

Deacon:  Again we pray that the Lord our God may hearken unto the voice of the 

supplication of us sinners, and have mercy upon us. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 

 

Patriarch:  Hear us, O God our Savior, the Hope of all the ends of the earth and of those who 

are far off upon the sea; and be gracious, be gracious, O Master, upon our sins, 

and have mercy upon us. For Thou art a merciful God and lovest mankind, and 

unto Thee do we ascribe glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit; now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 

Patriarch:  Peace be to all. 
 

Choir:  And to thy spirit. 
 

Deacon:  Let us bow our heads unto the Lord. 
 

Choir:  To Thee, O Lord. 
 

THE INTERCESSION 

Patriarch: O Master, great in mercy, Lord Jesus Christ our God, through the intercessions of our 

all-immaculate Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary; by the might of the precious and life-

giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable bodiless Powers of heaven; at the supplication 

of the honorable, glorious prophet, forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious, all-

laudable apostles Peter and Paul, and of all the holy apostles; of our fathers among the saints, 

great hierarchs and ecumenical teachers, Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian and John 
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Chrysostom; Athanasius, Cyril and John the Merciful, patriarchs of Alexandria; Nicholas of 

Myra, the patron and protector of this holy community—whose memory we now celebrate—

Spyridon of Trimythous and Nektarios of Pentapolis, the Wonderworkers; of our fathers among 

the saints Tikhon, patriarch of Moscow and Raphael, bishop of Brooklyn; of the holy, glorious, 

great-martyrs, George the Trophy-bearer, Demetrios the Myrrh-streamer, Theodore the Soldier, 

Theodore the General, and Menas the Wonderworker; of the hieromartyrs Ignatius the God-

bearer of Antioch, Charalampos and Eleutherios; of the holy, glorious great women martyrs, 

Thekla, Barbara, Anastasia, Katherine, Kyriaki, Photeini, Marina, Paraskeva and Irene; of the 

holy, glorious, right-victorious martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers who shone in 

the ascetic life; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, and of all Thy 

saints: 
 

Patriarch: Make our prayer acceptable; 
 

Choir:  Amen. 
 

Patriarch:  Grant us forgiveness of our trespasses; 
 

Choir:  Amen. 
 

Patriarch:  Shelter us under the shelter of Thy wings; 
 

Choir:  Amen. 
 

Patriarch:  Drive away from us every enemy and adversary; 
 

Choir:  Amen. 
 

Patriarch:  Give peace to our life. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 
 

Patriarch:  O Lord, have mercy on us and on Thy world and save our souls, for Thou art a 

merciful God and lovest mankind. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 
 

THE ARTOKLASIA 

This Theotokion is sung in Tone Five. 

Clergy:  Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Mary full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed 

art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb; 
 

Choir:  For thou hast borne the Savior of our souls. 
 

Deacon:  Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

Patriarch:  O Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who didst bless the five loaves in the wilderness 

and didst satisfy the five thousand therewith, Thyself bless these loaves, this 

wheat, wine and oil, and multiply them in this city, in the houses of those who 

celebrate this feast and in all thy world, and sanctify the faithful who partake of 

them. For it is Thou Who dost bless and sanctify all things, O Christ our God, and 
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unto Thee do we ascribe glory, together with Thine unoriginate Father and Thine 

all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 
 

TROPARION IN TONE SEVEN 

The clergy sing this Troparion once, and then the choir sings it twice. 

Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the Lord shall not be deprived of 

any good thing. 

 

THE APOSTICHA FOR ST. NICHOLAS IN TONE FIVE (**Rejoice**) 

Rejoice, sacred and ven'rable head, * thou undefiled abode of virtue and sanctity; * divine canon 

of the priesthood, that most divine gift of God; * and the great and famous shepherd known to 

all; * thou beacon that worthily art the namesake of victory; * thou who dost answer with 

compassion those asking thee * and who dost incline to the prayers of the suffering. * Rescuer 

ever ready and the guardian saving all * who with right faith keep thy glorious and resplendent 

memorial. * Implore Christ the Saviour, * O blest Nicholas, to send down great mercy on us all. 

 

Verse 1. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saint. 

Rejoice, O mind most sacred and great, * and purest dwelling of the All-holy Trinity; * thou 

steadfastness of the faithful, and pillar staying the Church, * and the help of all bowed down with 

grievous pains; * thou star ever scattering with thy beams of well-pleasing prayers * the heavy 

darkness of temptations, of sufferings, * and of all distress, O divine Hierarch Nicholas. * 

Harbour of all serenity wherein they are swiftly saved * that flee thereto when encompassed with 

the tempestuous waves of life. * Entreat Christ with fervour * to grant pardon of our sins and 

great mercy to our souls. 

 

Verse 2. Thy priests, O Lord, shall be clothed with righteousness, and Thy righteous shall rejoice. 

Rejoice, thou who wast filled with God's zeal, * and didst deliver them unjustly condemned to 

die * from out of a wicked sentence when thou wast seen in a dream * issuing stern warnings and 

inspiring dread; * thou fountain that gushest forth myrrh in Myra abundantly, * as thou dost 

water souls, O merciful Nicholas, * but the hateful smell of the passions, thou drivest off; * 

sword wholly cutting out the tares of error and false belief, * and fan that fully doth winnow the 

chaffy teachings of Arius. * Beseech Christ the Saviour * to grant pardon of our sins and great 

mercy to our souls. 
 

DOXASTICON OF ST. NICHOLAS IN TONE SIX 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

O man of God and faithful servant, minister of the Lord and man of desires, vessel of election, 

pillar and foundation of the Church and heir of the Kingdom, be not silent, but cry out in our 

behalf unto the Lord. 

 

THEOTOKION FOR FOREFEAST OF THE NATIVITY IN TONE SIX 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

O unwedded Virgin, whence comest thou? Who is he that begat thee, and who is thy mother? 

How bearest thou thy Creator in thine arms? How hath thy womb escaped corruption? In thee we 

behold great marvels, O all-holy one, and dread mysteries wrought upon the earth; and we 

prepare beforehand thy worthy due: On earth, we offer the cave; and we ask Heaven to provide 
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its star. And the Magi come from the East of the earth unto the West, to behold the Salvation of 

mortals as a suckling Babe. 

 

THE HYMN OF ST. SIMEON THE GOD-RECEIVER 

Patriarch: Lord, now lettest thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word; for mine 

eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to 

lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

 

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

People:  Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (THRICE) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, 

and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, 

pardon our iniquities. Holy God, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy Name’s 

sake. 

Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, 

and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come; Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

Priest: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory: of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
 

Choir: Amen. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS IN TONE FOUR 

Thy work of justice did reveal thee to thy community as a canon of faith, the likeness of humility 

and the teacher of abstinence, O thou Father and great Bishop Nicholas. Wherefore, by humility 

thou didst achieve exaltation, and by thy meekness wealth. Intercede, therefore, intercede with 

Christ that He will save our souls. 

 

THEOTOKION IN TONE FOUR 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages. Amen. 

The Mystery which was hidden from everlasting and was unknown of the angels, O Theotokos, 

wast revealed through thee, to those who dwell upon earth. In that God, having become 

incarnate—in unconfused union—of His own good will accepted the Cross for our sake. 

Whereby He raised again the first created, and hath saved our souls from Death. 

 

THE GREAT DISMISSAL 

Deacon:  Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 
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Patriarch: The blessing of the Lord and His mercy come upon you through His divine grace 

and love towards mankind, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
 

Choir: Amen. 
 

Patriarch:  Glory to Thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to Thee. 
 

Choir:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and 

unto ages of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy (thrice). Master, bless. 

 

Patriarch: May Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-

blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of 

the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, 

Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of the holy, glorious 

and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of our father among the 

saints Nicholas the wonderworker, archbishop of Myra in Lycia, the patron and protector of this 

holy community, whose memory we celebrate today; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, 

Joachim and Anna; of our father among the saints Nicholas, bishop of Patara, the uncle of the 

wonderworker; and New-martyr Nicholas of Karamania in Asia Minor, whose memory we 

celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and 

loveth mankind. 

 

POLYCHRONION OF PATRIARCH JOHN X OF ANTIOCH IN TONE SEVEN 

Choir: May the Lord God grant many years to the most blessed and the most reverend, our 

sovereign and master, our father and the patriarch of the great city of God, Antioch, and all the 

East: Lord, Lord, JOHN THE TENTH. O Lord: preserve him for many years, for many years, for 

many years. 

 

Patriarch: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 

 

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 
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