
SPIRITUAL NOTES
O F  T H E  D I O C E S E  

O F  C H A R L E S T O N  A N D  O A K L A N D

CHRIST WAS NEVER FORSAKEN BY THE
GODHEAD IN HIS PASSION

 
Pope St. Leo the Great ca. 400-461

… [W]e bade the simple and unthinking hearer not take the words My God, etc., in a sense as if, when Jesus 
was fixed upon the wood of the cross, the Omnipotence of the Father’s Deity had gone away from Him; seeing
that God’s and Man’s Nature were so completely joined in Him that the union could not be destroyed by 
punishment nor by death. For while each substance retained its own properties, God neither held aloof from 
the suffering of His body nor was made passible by the flesh, because the Godhead which was in the Sufferer 
did not actually suffer. And hence, in accordance with the Nature of the Word made Man, He Who was made 
in the midst of all is the same as He through Whom all things were made. He Who is arrested by the hands of 
wicked men is the same as He Who is bound by no limits. He Who is pierced with nails is the same as He 
Whom no wound can affect. Finally, He Who underwent death is the same as He Who never ceased to be 
eternal, so that both facts are established by indubitable signs, namely, the truth of the humiliation in Christ 
and the truth of the majesty; because Divine power joined itself to human frailty to this end, that God, while 
making what was ours His, might at the same time make what was His ours. The Son, therefore, was not 
separated from the Father, nor the Father from the Son; and the unchangeable Godhead and the inseparable 
Trinity did not admit of any division. For although the task of undergoing Incarnation belonged peculiarly to 
the Only-begotten Son of God, yet the Father was not separated from the Son any more than the flesh was 
separated from the Word. 

From Sermon 68.1, accessed from http://classicalchristianity.com/2012/04/12/christ-was-never-forsaken-
by-the-godhead-in-his-passion/
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GREAT AND HOLY WEDNESDAY

Troparion — Tone 8
When the glorious disciples were enlightened / At
the washing of their feet before the supper, / Then

the impious Judas was darkened, ailing with
avarice / And to the lawless judges he betrays You,

the righteous Judge. / Behold, O lover of money,
this man who because of money hanged himself. /
Flee from the greedy soul which dared such things
against the Master. / O Lord, who is good towards

all men, glory to You!

Kontakion — Tone 2
With his hands the betrayer receives the Bread. /

With his hands he secretly receives the silver, /
The price of Him who fashioned man with His

hands; / So the servant and deceiver Judas
remains depraved.
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