
SPIRITUAL NOTES
O F  T H E  D I O C E S E  

O F  C H A R L E S T O N  A N D  O A K L A N D

ABOUT ENDURING TO THE END
 

"But the one who perseveres to the end will be saved" (St. Matthew 24:13).

O Lord most wonderful, You have endured all, all to the end. That is why You became not only blessed but the 
source of blessings for all men who desire good for themselves throughout the ages of ages.

The apostles endured all to the end and entered into blessed eternity. The saints willingly endured the 
difficulties and sufferings to the end and were glorified, both in heaven and on earth.

The martyrs willingly endured all pains to the end and became the adopted co-inheritors of the Kingdom of 
Christ.

Every founder of a new organization recruits followers for himself with the promise of good fruits and many 
pleasures but deliberately remains silent about the hardships and labors which lead to those fruits and 
pleasures. Our Lord Jesus is the only one Who spoke the whole truth to His followers, both the bitter and the 
sweet side of the truth. He did not promise fruits without service, nor glory without suffering, nor ultimate 
rest without the thorny path, nor victory without struggle, nor pleasure without bitterness, nor the kingdom 
without tears and self-denial.

Although our Lord counted the many difficulties which would befall His followers, in the end He does not 
abandon them without comfort. He gives meaning to their sufferings and does not leave them in darkness. He
says, "The one who perseveres to the end will be saved." What is that blessing which awaits those who 
endure to the end that He Jesus fully revealed and that has been witnessed even until today and is being 
witnessed by many saints, who, have either appeared in glory to the faithful from the other world or who, 
while yet in the flesh, were uplifted in the spirit to a vision of that glory and blessedness which await the 
faithful, the chosen and persevering?

O Lord, You are our strength. Help us to endure to the end with faith that You are beside us.
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40 HOLY MARTYRS OF SEBASTE

Troparion — Tone 1

Together let us honor the holy company united by
faith, / Those noble warriors of the Master of all. /

They were divinely enlisted for Christ, / And
passed through fire and water. / Then they

entered into refreshment praying for those who
cry: / Glory to him who has strengthened you! /

Glory to him who has crowned you! / Glory to him
who has made you wonderful, O holy Forty

Martyrs!

Kontakion — Tone 6

You abandoned all earthly armies, / cleaving to
the heavenly Master, O Forty Martyrs of the Lord. /

Having passed through fire and water, O Blessed
Ones, / you have fittingly received heavenly glory

and many crowns.
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