
SPIRITUAL NOTES
O F  T H E  D I O C E S E  

O F  C H A R L E S T O N  A N D  O A K L A N D

ABOUT UNDERSTANDING THROUGH DOING
 

"Whoever chooses to do His will [God's Will] shall knowwhether my teaching is from God" (St. John 7:17).

It benefits little to prove by human logic and words that the teaching of Christ is the teaching from God. The 
fastest and most reliable way to know this is truth is to do the will of God in the same way that Christ 
proclaimed it and testified to it. Whosoever would do this, that one will know that the teaching of Christ is 
the teaching from God.

If you cry for the sake of God, you will know what kind of comfort He is. If you are merciful, you know the 
mercy of God. If you build peace, you will know how it becomes you to be called the Son of God. If you forgive 
men, you will know God forgives you.

Never can anyone be able to know that the teaching of Christ is the teaching from God, except he who does 
the Will of God. For only doing the Will of God, fulfilling the commandments of God, that is the key for 
unlocking Paradise in which God is seen. That is the key for understanding Holy Scripture and all the 
mysteries of revelation.

St. Basil writes: "In order to understand that which is hidden in Sacred Scripture, purity of life is needed."

What else does the Lord want from us when He teaches us that through doing His will, we arrive at the 
understanding of the divinity of His teaching? He simply wants that we, by our deeds, become convinced of 
the divinity of His teaching. He does not want that we be convinced of this in an easy manner, but rather in a 
more difficult manner, not only by listening but by doing, because whoever is convinced in an easy manner 
will easily waver and change his mind and for him who is convinced in a difficult manner, it would be difficult
for him to change his mind. Brethren, that is why we must endeavor to fulfill the Will of God in order that we 
may know God and save our soul.

O Lord, All-Wise, help us by the power of Your Holy Spirit to do Your will.

To You be glory and thanks always. Amen.

HOMILY from St. Nikolai Velimirovich, The Prologue of Ohrid, Jan 21

February 3rd, 2015



HOLY, RIGHTEOUS SIMEON THE GOD-RECEIVER 

Troparion — Tone 4

Simeon the Elder is filled with joy today, /
receiving into his arms the Eternal God as an

infant. / Begging to be released from the bonds of
the flesh he cries: / “My eyes have seen the

salvation, / which You have prepared for all the
nations to see!”

Kontakion — Tone 3

Let the godly pair be praised together: / Simeon
the Righteous and Anna the Prophetess, well-

pleasing to God. / They became witnesses of the
Incarnate Lord / when they saw Him as an

infant; / together they worshipped Him.
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