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Jesus at the East Side of the River Jordan 

Our Summer letters have concerned Lazarus – his being called from his tomb by Jesus and how this benefits our

relationship with Him.  For Jesus is the Christ and Author of Resurrection and Life. Our last letter wondered about

the importance of His return to the Jordan, before Lazarus became sick, not unto death but for the

glory of the divine Son of His Father. We also wondered about the timing of events – before calling

Lazarus from his tomb and His entrance into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday – as well as the geographical

location. Within this and with joyful thankfulness, it is good to remember how He allows us to learn,

experience, and participate in the Wisdom and special goodness of His physical creation.  Such is the

parental privilege of a Father to His children maturing in their faith in Him and His love for us. 

To help answer these, let’s consider the region itself, knowing all things points to Him as the Word and

Creator, and Lord and Father. In the study of the OSB-Septuagint Old Testament, one gains a helpful

reminder as to: 1) why the Word Incarnate is named Jesus, 2) the covenants, promises, and prophecies, as read

in the OSB-Old Testament Pentateuch, 3) the offerings and calendar year of Mosaic worship, 4) Joshua

delivering the next generations of Jews to their promised inheritance, and 5) Jesus being baptized by John. 

For now, lets consider just three important events in further answering our questions: 

1) At the time Joshua – Jesus in Greek – delivered the Jews through the waters of the Jordan, they buried

twelve stones in the water. This spoke to the death and burial of their unbelief and broken relationship with

YHWH, from days in Egypt. Yet another twelve stones, freed from the mud, were placed on the banks of

Canna. This memorial typified their renewal of hope in the I AM of Moses, and is our fulfillment through

Jesus – the Word becoming Incarnate.  For as our Father, He is the one Rock of twelve stones that completes

our life, while offering the promise to guide us home and live in His Peace.  May we all choose His Wisdom.

2) Even the two tributaries on the east side of the Jordan, play a role. One is Jabbok, found in Genesis

32:22 -32. This is the region where Jacob became Israel. The other is Cherith, mention in 3 Kingdoms 17: 3.

This is the general region where Elijah – the Light of Transfiguration – grants Elishia the prophetic mantel.

3) It is here Jesus asked John – son of Zachariah and Elizabeth – to allow His Baptism to occur, with

John as an active participant.  Here the question of the “I AM”, is being unraveled like a good mystery. For

here, the son of Mary, named Jesus, is revealed to be a divine Person and Son of His eternal Father. He is not a

human person, thought He is the One True Man and the Son of Mary, in His AM-ness.

May the Wisdom of His Incarnation and Voice of His Words be your peace. For His Spirit is Holy. 

Sincerely -  

Paul -SAAOT
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