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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

PRISONERS CELEBRATING THE LORD THROUGH 

OUR PRISONER EDUCATION PROGRAM 

We have so many prisoners who are active students. For each of them, we try to meet them where

they are; to help them grow and mature in knowing the Lord; to know through His truth the Spirit

of grace, they are made by Him; to know they are in His image and of His likeness; that the

goodness of His blessing shines forth in their love of the Lord and love of neighbor, even those

with hate in their hearts. And why? So they too, may celebrate in the peace of Jesus our Christ

and the promises of  His Incarnation. For such is a gift of the Lord, attained through the

repentance of the Thief, the Lord's forgiveness, and a heart willing to put Him first.

And Who is this Lord? He is the I AM, YHWH, known to Abraham, Moses, and Micah in the

Old Testament, and confirmed in the Gospel of John.  He is the Word of God Who became

Incarnate through the womb of Mary, and came in the flesh to save, heal, and reconcile our

relationship to Him and restore us to Paradise and Heavenly worship.

Such is the way of a loving Father, Who never abandons, nor forsakes, nor forgets His children;

Who brings us the mysteries of the Church and holiness of His Scripture. For it is here and with

Him, we find our dignity, hope and all goodness; where through His Baptism and the Light of

His Transfiguration, we become His children of His promise.

I am thankful with all glory to the Lord, for our prisoner education program, which St.

Athanasius Academy has allowed me to oversee since 1996. Truly, the willingness of our

prisoners to seek the Lord's grace, in the midst of the darkness and loneliness of cell-life — to

ask His help — should inspire and encourage each of us.  When men of anger and violence, learn

to thank the Lord for their being in prison, let us learn, with them, to be thankful in all things,

situations, and places. 

But we need your help for this labor of love to continue. As spoken in Isaiah 56: 3-5 (Orthodox

Study Bible Old Testament), let us not allow the hopeful prisoner-student become a withered

tree. Instead let the spirit of the fast – Isaiah 58: 4-7 and the caring  of the Matthew 25:34- 46

– help us remember those in prison, who have devoted themselves to the Lord.  In all sincerity,

we need each other.  Please help. 

May we remain steadfast in the Peace and Promise of His Incarnation.

Sincerely

Paul
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