
St. Athanasius Academy of Orthodox Theology
PO Box 1205,  Elk Grove,  CA  95759-1205

The Most Rev. Metropolitan JOSEPH, Primate                   The V. Rev. Fr. Jon Braun, President

May 2017 

Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life – John 11:25

Last Summer we focused on the wonderful woman of the Church. This Summer we will study
Lazarus, John 11; ...not unto the death of Lazarus, but unto the glory of Jesus, His Son,.. 11:4. 

John 11: 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”  Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to
Him, “Lord, by now He is giving off an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to

her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God.” 

1.  Why did Jesus not summon Lazarus from the grave before the stone was removed from

the cave? Because of the importance of the people to witness and see beyond any miracles by their
active participation – coming, working, sharing and seeing it together. In this way, they gained a
deeper sense of appreciation for His glory and love for us. 

2. Further, by doing so, they could not say this ‘did or did not happen’, as was the case with

the Blind man.  Here, all such doubts were removed when Lazarus walks from his tomb, four days
dead, without hesitation and contrary to the cultural and religious teachings of the day.

3. Thus by the following: (1) coming to the tomb, (2) removing the stone, (3) freeing Lazarus

from his grave clothes, (4) the sisters presence, (5) identifying the grave clothes, and (6) Martha’s

statement about the stench after four days, we have overwhelming proofs Lazarus was dead to them,

laid to rest, and then did respond to the Voice of the Father saying, “Come forth.” 

4. Jesus, as a loving Father, knew the importance of their hearing His Voice and seeing

Lazarus walk from his tomb. They had heard of His restoring life, now they could now “see” this 

for themselves, and this time with a new set of eyes. For here, His earlier words to Martha – I AM
the Resurrection and the Life – take on new meaning, ones that will draw evermore people to believe
and trust in Him and His words,  “whoever believes in Him, shall never die...”  – John 11:25-26.    

5. Yet before this, in John 11:23, when Jesus said, “Your brother will rise again.”, Martha

response (John 11:24), speaks more to the wisdom of the Pharisees, regarding resurrection – “I know

he will arise in the resurrection, at the last day.”  This belief system is being brought to an end.  

6. Another teaching moment is offered in John 11:4, where He tells His disciples the purpose

of Lazarus’ illness was not unto death, but “that the Son of God (the Father) might be glorified. 

Here He spoke of Himself and His being the power and authority over death.  So like the Repentant

Thief, be free of the fear of death, turning instead to Jesus, the Son Who is glorified, in humility.     

7. Let John 11:27 be our guiding light, as we see Martha maturing, laying aside old thoughts,

for far  better ones: “Yes Lord, I believe you (Jesus) are the Christ, the (Anointed) Son of God (His

eternal Father), Who is to come into this world.”  His is the One to be trusted.  

  Sincerely – 

  Paul, SAAOT
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