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C O N S T I T U T I O N 

OF THE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN WOMEN OF NORTH AMERICA 

 

PREFACE 

This Constitution is a restatement and revision of the Constitution adopted and approved upon 
the establishment of the organization known as the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Women of 
North America, as amended and revised from time to time.  Any reference in this document to 
the “Original Constitution” shall be considered a reference to the establishing document.  Any 
reference in this document to “this Constitution” shall refer to the Constitution as herein restated  
and revised in its entirety.  This Constitution shall supersede and replace the Original 
Constitution and all amendments and revisions thereto. 

ARTICLE I 
 

NAME 

The name of this organization shall be:  ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN WOMEN 
OF NORTH AMERICA (hereinafter the “Antiochian Women”). 

ARTICLE II 
 

AUTHORITY TO FUNCTION 

The Antiochian Women derives its authority to function pursuant to a charter issued by the Self-
Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, with headquarters in 
Englewood, New Jersey (the “Archdiocese”), which charter was issued upon the approval of the 
Original Constitution by the Metropolitan Primate of the Archdiocese.  The Antiochian Women 
are subject to the jurisdiction of the Archdiocese and such authority and jurisdiction cannot be 
changed, altered, modified, or revoked. 

ARTICLE III 
 

PURPOSES 

Section 1.  

The purposes of the Antiochian Women are as follows: 

A. To develop among women throughout the Archdiocese a spirit of Christian leadership, 
awareness and commitment as taught in the Holy Orthodox Faith and Witness of the Holy 
Orthodox Church (the “Church”); 

B. To foster among women throughout the Archdiocese a genuine expression of love and 
service through works of charity; 
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C. To instill among women throughout the Archdiocese and the community-at-large a sense 
of fellowship and a deeper understanding of the heritage and traditions of the Archdiocese and 
the Church. 

Section 2. In fulfilling the purposes set forth in Section 1 of this Article III, the Antiochian 
Women shall establish Bylaws consistent with this Constitution, with the Constitution of the 
Archdiocese and with the Canons of the Church, according to which its officers, committee 
members and member organizations shall act and officiate (the “Bylaws”). 

ARTICLE IV 
 

MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1. The Antiochian Women. 

A. The Antiochian Women shall consist of all women’s organizations duly recognized by 
the Parish Council of each of the parishes of the Archdiocese.  Each such duly recognized 
women’s organization shall be designated a “Member Chapter.” 

B. Member Chapters shall be organized into Dioceses established by the Archdiocese (the 
“Dioceses”). 

Section 2. North American Board. 

A. The North American Board of the Antiochian Women (the “NAB”) shall consist of (1) 
the Officers as defined in Article VI of this Constitution, (2) the Coordinators of the Standing 
Committees described in Article V, Section 5 of this Constitution, (3) the President of each 
Diocese described in Article IV, Section 1B of this Constitution, and (4) the Immediate Past 
President of the NAB. 

B. The President of each Diocese plus five (5) delegates designated by the Diocesan Board 
of each such Diocese shall be the official delegation of that Diocese to the NAB, provided, 
however, that: 

i. Each outgoing Diocesan President or her designed representative shall be 
the official delegate of that Diocese to the Archdiocesan General 
Assembly; and 

ii. The outgoing Diocesan President or her designated representative shall 
present her report for that Diocese at the Annual Meeting of the NAB. 

ARTICLE V 
 

GOVERNMENT 

Section 1. The NAB shall have jurisdiction over all departments, committees and other 
component units of the Antiochian Women. 
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Section 2. The NAB shall accumulate, hold title to, and administer all funds and properties 
belonging to the Antiochian Women, which properties shall include, but not be limited to, all 
funds, insurance policies, trusts, foundations and tangible or intangible property of any 
description whatsoever. 

Section 3. The NAB shall initiate, plan and execute such programs, projects, and 
undertakings as are consistent with the purposes and goals set forth in Article III of this 
Constitution.  All actions of the NAB shall be binding upon the Dioceses and the Member 
Chapters. 

Section 4. Each Diocese shall contribute to the NAB a sum of money annually.  The amount 
contributed by the Diocese shall be a fixed sum per Member Chapter comprising the Diocese, 
and such sum shall be set by the NAB with the approval of the Metropolitan Primate. 

Section 5. Executive Committee. 

An Executive Committee comprised of the elected officers and Immediate Past President 
of the NAB shall be responsible for the routine administration of the Antiochian Women and the 
carrying out of the policies set by the NAB.  This Executive Committee shall meet as often as 
deemed necessary by the NAB President. 

Section 6. Standing Committees. 

A. The following Standing Committees shall be established by the NAB: 

1. Religious 
 2. Humanitarian 
 3. Projects 
 4. Membership 
 5. Finance 

B. The Standing Committees shall be comprised of the NAB Coordinators of each Standing 
Committee, together with their counterparts from the Dioceses. 

C. The responsibilities of the Standing Committees shall be those as set forth in the Bylaws.  
Coordinators of the Standing Committees shall be appointed by the President with the advice of 
the Executive Committee. 

Section 7. Special Committees. 

Additional special committees may be created from time to time by the President of the 
NAB for any specific purpose.  The duties of such special committees shall be as set forth by the 
President of the NAB, and any such special committee shall be deemed dissolved when the 
specific purpose for which it was created has been met.  In no event shall the duties of any such 
special committee coincide with the duties of any Standing Committee; if the duties of any such 
special committee could be construed to overlap the duties of any Standing Committee, the 
Coordinator of that Standing Committee shall be a member of the special committee. 
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ARTICLE VI 
 

OFFICERS 

Section 1. Elected Officers. 

A. The elected officers of the NAB shall include a President, a Vice-President, Recording 
Secretary, Treasurer, and Public Relations Director. 

B. Elected officers shall serve for a term of two (2) years and may succeed themselves for 
one (1) additional two (2) year term. 

C. Elected officers shall be elected at the meeting of the NAB that coincides with the 
Biennial Convention of the Archdiocese. 

Section 2. Appointed Officer. 

A Corresponding Secretary may be appointed by the President of the NAB following the election 
described in Article VI, Section 1C above. 

Section 3. Duties of Officers. 

The responsibilities of the Officers shall be those set forth in the Bylaws. 

ARTICLE VII 
 

MEETINGS 

Section 1. There shall be two regular meetings of the NAB each year (“Regular Meetings”).  
One Regular Meeting each year shall be held during the Winter at a time and place designated by 
the Executive Committee as provided by the Bylaws.  The other Regular Meeting each year shall 
be held during the Summer as follows:   

i. During the year in which the Biennial Convention of the Archdiocese is 
held, the Summer Regular Meeting shall be held at the place and time 
coinciding with that convention, and 

ii. During the alternate year, the Summer Regular Meeting shall be held at 
the Antiochian Village, if possible, at a time designated by the Executive 
Committee. 

Section 2. Special meetings of the NAB may be called by the President when such a meeting 
is deemed necessary.  The President shall issue notices of such a meeting to all members of the 
NAB, setting the time and place for such meeting, together with the purpose(s) for which the 
meeting is called, at least thirty (30) days prior to the date of the meeting.  No business may be 
transacted at a Special Meeting other than that for which the meeting was called. 

Section 3. The President shall appoint a Parliamentarian for each Regular meeting. 
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ARTICLE VIII 
 

SUBSIDIARY ORGANIZATIONS 

Section 1. The Subsidiary Organizations.  The subsidiary organizations of the Antiochian 
Women shall include the Member Chapters, as defined in Article IV, Section 1A, and the 
Dioceses, as defined in Article IV, Section 1B.  The Dioceses and the Member Chapters shall 
hereinafter be referred to as the “Subsidiary Organizations.” 

A. A Diocese derives its authority to function by virtue of a charter issued by the NAB. 

B. A Member Chapter derives its authority to function on behalf of the Antiochian Women 
by virtue of a charter issued by the Diocesan Board, as hereinafter defined. 

Section 2. The Diocese. 

A. A Diocese shall be comprised of all Member Chapters within its geographical 
boundaries, as described in Article IV, Section 1B. 

B. Each Diocese shall have a Diocesan Board consisting of the Officers and Coordinators of 
the Diocese. 

C. Each Diocese shall have at least one (1) annual meeting of the Diocesan Board, which 
meeting shall be scheduled to coincide with the annual Parish Life Conference for that Diocese. 

D. Each Diocese shall prepare Bylaws consistent with the provisions of this Constitution and 
the Constitution of the Archdiocese, and in form consistent with the Bylaws for the North 
American Board, which Diocesan Bylaws, together with this Constitution, shall govern the work 
of the respective Diocese, provided however, that each Diocese may adapt specifics of the 
Bylaws for the NAB to reflect the particular needs of that Diocese, may choose to overlap the 
work of any elective officer with that of any Diocesan counterpart to the Standing Committee 
chairs listed in Article V, Section 6 of this Constitution, and further may choose not to fill the 
counterpart Diocesan positions of the Cultural or Finance committees.  The Diocesan Bylaws 
shall be subject to the approval of the NAB.  Upon notification in writing by the NAB of 
approval of such Diocesan Bylaws, the Diocese may function, pursuant to the NAB Constitution 
and the approved Diocesan Bylaws, as a Subsidiary Organization of the Antiochian Women. 

E. The Diocesan Board shall supervise within its Diocese the execution of all projects, plans 
and policies determined by the NAB.  It may initiate any additional projects and plans deemed 
necessary for the welfare of the Diocese and consistent with the goals and purposes of the 
Antiochian Women as set forth in this Constitution. 

Section 3. The Member Chapter. 

A. If parishes have more than one (1) women’s organization, the combined women’s 
organizations shall be treated as one (1) Member Chapter by the Diocese.  The representation to 
the Diocesan Board of such Member Chapter is to be apportioned among the local parish 
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women’s organizations by common agreement among themselves and with the advice and 
consent of the local pastor. 

B. Each local parish women’s organization, or the combined organizations in parishes with 
more than one (1) women’s organization, shall prepare a Constitution consistent with this 
Constitution and the Constitution of the Archdiocese, and shall submit such Constitution for the 
approval of the Diocesan Board.  Upon approval of said Constitution, the Diocesan Board shall 
issue a charter to the Member Chapter, and such charter shall be the authority of the Member 
Chapter to function as a Subsidiary Organization of the Antiochian Women. 

C. The Member Chapter shall be responsible to the Diocesan Board for the carrying out of 
all programs and projects initiated by the NAB and/or Diocesan Boards.  The Member Chapter 
may initiate any additional plans, programs and projects deemed necessary for the Member 
Chapter and consistent with the goals and purposes of the Antiochian Women. 

ARTICLE IX 
 

DISSOLUTION 

In the event of the dissolution of the ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN WOMEN OF 
NORTH AMERICA, all of its funds, properties, equipment, endowments, and assets of whatever 
nature, shall revert at once and forthwith to the Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America.  Anything to the contrary not withstanding, the provisions of this 
Article cannot be amended, altered, changed, or modified. 

ARTICLE X 
 

AMENDMENTS 

This Constitution may be revised or amended in one of the following manners: 

A. By a Diocese. 

A resolution duly passed by a majority vote of any Diocesan Board shall be submitted to 
the President of the NAB at least ninety (90) days before the next Regular Meeting of the NAB.  
The President of the NAB shall mail copies of the proposed amendment to the members of the 
NAB at least sixty (60) days before the next Regular Meeting of the NAB.  On a vote of two-
thirds (2/3) majority of the NAB and Diocesan Delegates voting in person or by proxy at the 
Regular Meeting, and with the approval of the Metropolitan Primate of the Archdiocese, the 
amendment shall be adopted. 

B. By the NAB. 

A resolution duly passed by a majority of the NAB and Diocesan Delegates voting in 
person or by proxy shall be mailed by the President of the NAB to the Diocesan Presidents, at 
least sixty (60) days before the next Regular Meeting of the NAB.  On a vote of two-thirds (2/3) 
majority of the NAB and the Diocesan Delegates voting in person or by proxy, and with the 
approval of the Metropolitan Primate of the Archdiocese, the amendment shall be adopted. 
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ARTICLE XI 

Upon adoption and following the approval of the Metropolitan Primate, this Constitution shall be 
kept in the custody of the Recording Secretary of the NAB and a copy thereof and any 
amendments thereto shall be filed in the office of the Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America. 

Approved at the Chancery of The Self-Ruled Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 
Englewood, NJ, this ___ day of _________, 2007. 
 
 
 
By:         
 Metropolitan PHILIP, Primate 

 


