
4808 Ulrich Road
Louisville, KY  40299-1037
October 8, 2013

Your Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP, Venerable Hierarchs, Reverend Clergy, 
and Sisters in Christ:

Christ is in our midst!

Thank you for again entrusting me with the position of Vice President and Project 
Coordinator for the North American Board of the Antiochian Women.  It seems as if the 
past two years of my first term in office have flown by.  During that time, I have 
continued to be blessed in meeting and speaking with women from across the United 
States and Canada who have shared their passion for this organization and the Holy 
Orthodox Church.  

This past summer saw us together again at the Archdiocesan Convention in Houston, 
Texas.  NAB President Violet Robbat had a wonderful presentation on the history of the 
Antiochian Women as we celebrated the 40th Anniversary of our founding by His 
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP.  At the luncheon, Violet and I were honored to present a 
check in the amount of $106,000.00 to His Eminence for monies raised towards the 
2012-2013 Project “The Antiochian Village Tornado Relief Fund.”  These monies will be 
used to help restore the Antiochian Village – our Holy Mountain – to its former glory.

At the 40th anniversary luncheon, Metropolitan PHILIP announced our new Project for 
2013-2014.  He has challenged us with a mission that is beyond bricks and mortar but 
goes to the very heart and soul of our faith:  “Help the Orphans of War in Syria.”  His 
Eminence has asked the Antiochian Women to raise $200,000 towards this worthwhile 
Project.  All monies raised will be distributed directly to the affected areas.

By way of background, the Syrian civil war – also known as the “Syrian Uprising” – 
began in March of 2011 by groups that were spurred on by the “Arab Spring.”  These 
groups wished to overthrow the central government of President Bashar Al-Assad in 
Damascus.  As a result of this ongoing conflict, more than 100,000 have been killed, and 
over two million individuals have been displaced from their homes, fleeing to 
overcrowded refugee camps in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey.  For those left 
behind, numbering over four million, basic amenities are non-existent.  Nearly one-half 
of the country’s hospitals are closed, and the majority of health care workers have fled.  
Clean water and daily food supplies are scarce.



In the midst of this turmoil are the children – too young to understand why such terror 
surrounds them – but old enough to be in fear of their lives.  According to a news report 
in an August 2013 edition of The Los Angeles Times, over one million Syrian children 
are refugees, it being the worst worldwide crisis in twenty years.  The majority of these 
children are under eleven years of age, and thousands arrive in refugee camps without 
family or friends.  A report via the United Nations Refugee Agency in August also noted 
that “even after [the children] have crossed the border to safety, they are traumatized 
[and] depressed.”  That same report found the children to be “destitute and totally 
unsettled in their unfamiliar surroundings.”  Those who are able to make it to refugee 
camps and orphanages are dehydrated and malnourished, having survived on nuts, leaves 
and dirty water throughout their journey.  

When asked by His disciples who was the “greatest in the kingdom of heaven,” our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ called a little child to Him and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, 
unless you … become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of 
heaven.  Whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven.” (Matthew 18:1-5).

We would urge you to distribute the enclosed posters to the contact person at each church 
or mission.  Please ask the women to display the poster in a prominent place and to start 
planning events that will highlight “Help the Orphans of War in Syria.”  

Remember that March is “Antiochian Women’s Month,” but we recommend that you 
start the planning and fundraising for this Project now.  Most importantly, everyone in the 
parish – men, women and children – should know about the Project.  

As in the past, all monies collected on behalf of the NAB Project should be sent to your 
Diocesan Treasurer at a date determined by each diocese (we would recommend a 
deadline of May 1).  The Diocesan Treasurer will then forward the funds to the NAB 
Treasurer by May 15, 2014 at the following address:

Anne Bourjaily-Thomas
590 Solon Road
Chagrin Falls, OH  44022

As always, I look forward to hearing from each of you.  This is a Project that will make a 
difference in hundreds of thousands of lives.  I urge you and all the faithful of our 
beloved Archdiocese to embrace this urgent appeal.

Yours in Christ,

Dianne O’Regan



Vice President/NAB Project Coordinator
North American Board of the Antiochian Women
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