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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

JESUS, BEING OUR CHRIST, IS THE I AM  – OUR PASSOVER

From in the beginning, our Lord continuously interacts with the entirety of His creation, promising

to be with us always. He will not forsake or abandon us to the fears or empty promises of any

dominion of death. Why? Because He is the "I AM" and Pantocrator, Jesus our Christ. He made us

whole, molding our person-ness in His image and likeness. And as Pantocrator, He loves us with

the understanding patience of a loving Father. And in times of stress, He provides us the comforting

grace of His Spirit and newness of life. Why would He allow us to remain in subjection to a domain

of bondage, especially if based upon the foolish wisdom of man, not His own?  

Yes, we do such things to ourselves. And yes, the Lord allows us the consequences of poor

choosing. But not to abandonment or total hopelessness. For our Lord of Lords, our Passover

and Father, led His children out of the bondage of Egypt. He later liberated all from subjection

to the dominion of death and Satan. Such is the wonder of a caring and watchful Father to His

prodigal children. 

In Egypt, there was the plague of great darkness. It was so dark it could be felt and the sun

remained hidden three days. There was also a plague of blood that could not save or be

consumed. Yet there was a second blood – the Passover Blood. This blood, when placed on

the wood of the door, saved the faithful from the fear of imminent death. It also liberated them

from bondage to a kingdom not of the Lord.  It was a new beginning.  

One can see important similarities through His own Cross. It too, was of wood. And again, all

witnessed a great darkness, a dark of the darkness so dark the light of the sun became hidden.

This darkness of ignorance continued for three days, as well, in wait of a new beginning.

And while the Egyptians witnessed a river of blood unable to save, His Cross revealed a river of

life-giving blood. Ablood able to save and deliver all who drink of it, to Paradise He re-opens. We

call it the Eucharist. It is the blood of the life-giving waters of the Holy Spirit. It restores our

rightful place and reconciles us with the Lord. We are born again anew, as His adopted children. 

As the Jews were delivered from poor choosing, in His name and through the Cross of His Incarnation, we

are forever delivered from; 1) Hades, 2) all fears of our being divided into parts, and 3) subjection to Satan.

Such is no more. The Lord ended this life-less covenant, gifting instead His New Covenant. Yet there is

more. He exposed the Demons to be nothing but cursed, pitiful creatures, awaiting Final Judgement.

Being the Passover Lamb for all, He is the One blood of promise made known through Abraham, Isaac

and Moses. His Blood is for our deliverance, for our liberty and freedom. It is a gift of faith for all who hope

in Him. For He is the way home and came to bring us back with Him to Paradise. In Him, we are delivered,

restored, and renewed, as our intimate relationship with Him is being reconciled. 
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And Who is this One divine Person, the One Who makes all things out of nothing? His name is Jesus and is

called the Christ – the Child and Immanuel. He is the One promised, the Word of God in the flesh.  According

to Psalms, He is the promised High Priest of the Order of Melchizedek (Psalm 110: 1-4-OSB Septuagint).

Bless the Lord, our Deliverer, our Potter, and our Messiah. He Who made us in His image and of His likeness.

As the lesser light guided the Jews out of Egypt, permit the Light of our Lord

to deliver us home to Paradise, as we keep our eyes on Him alone – not demons.

From the OSB – Old Testament we read,

The Resurrection of Jesus the Christ, is the fulfillment of Passover. Passover (Ex. 12:1 –

15:21) is best known as the deliverance of His people from their bondage in Egypt.  It is

called Passover for three reason:

1. First, the Lord passed over the dwellings of the Hebrews in Egypt, putting the life-

saving blood of the sacrificial lamb on their dwelling, in the form of a cross, as

death came to unprotected first-born.

2. Second, the Hebrews passed over the Red Sea as if it dry land.  

3. Third, they passed over the River Jordan into the promise Land.

Let us continue this feast with great joy (1 Cor. 5:7, 80), for “through His death and Resurrection, Mary’s

“firstborn son” (Luke 2:7) becomes “the firstborn from the dead” (Col. 1:18). Let us rejoice in His

destroying any and all domains of man’s own making, even a dominion of death. May His renewing our

place in Paradise with Him, be a great wonder, as He prepares us for an eternal relationship with His Father.

   Sincerely

   Paul Goetz

From a prisoner-student to my wife: “Anastasia, your kindness reminds me to be

kind to my mother.  Thank you for your words of encouragement.”

Please remember our prisoner-students.  They struggle with us, sharing in our fasts and adding

hours of prayers and study. May the Light of the Lord and His hope continue to shine through

our prisoner-students, as they put Jesus the Christ, first in their lives.  But they need you and we

need you.  Please consider a one-time, special gift to our program. 
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