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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

Please remember our prisoner-student – Let them know we care. (Mat. 25:34-40)

The Virgin of 

Amos 5 and 1 Peter 2

Last month, we spoke to the "Woes and Lamentations" in Chapter 5 of Amos. He makes
clear the dire consequences of failing to repent and return home to the Lord.  His dramatic
warnings included their hypocritical and dualistic worship.  Further, he focused on the
open denial and rejection of the words spoken by the Lord's Prophets 

The fruit of this infidelity was not only the death of His prophets, but also a heartless
disregard for those the Lord calls us to serve – the least of His.  Yet in the midst of all this,
the Prophets also spoke words of the Lord's love for them, plus the pronouncement that
His Anointed One, found in Amos 4-13, was being promised to His remnant.

Of special interest for our letter is Amos 5: 1-2: 

Amos 5: 1-2  O house of Israel, hear this word of the Lord, a lamentation which I
take up against you.  2 The virgin of Israel has fallen; she will rise no more; she tripped
over her land, and there is no one who shall raise her up.

The virgin of Israel did fall and later, the voice of His Prophets became silent. Yet in the
fulfillment of His desire for our salvation, our Lord and Creator raised up and restored the
fallen virgin.  Only this time, instead of a Temple of earthly stones, Mary became the
living stone of the new Virgin temple, with Jesus – the Child and the Immanuel – the
Chief cornerstone.  In His Wisdom, life finds its peace, harmony, and reconciliation.    

Mary is our Virgin. Yet far more than the physical reality, was Mary living out her virginity
with an unwavering faith in the Lord and love for all. Such fidelity knows little fear of the
wisdom of man or its legalisms. She knew her Lord to be the One Who gives "Life" to all,
creating each one of us in accordance to His Image and of His Likeness. 
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The Virgin of the New Testament – 1 Peter 2:1-7

Therefore:

Laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy and all evil speaking, 

as newborn babies, desire the pure milk of the Word, that you may grow 

in respect to salvation, if indeed you have tasted the Lord to be gracious. 

Thus:

Coming to Him, as a living stone, rejected by men, 

but chosen by God and precious, you also, as living stones, 

Thereby you:

are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, 

to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God, through Jesus Christ. 

In Isaiah 28:16 we add: Thus says the Lord:

"Behold, I lay for the foundation of Zion a costly stone, 

A chosen and precious cornerstone for its foundation, 

and whoever believes in Him, will not be put to shame."

Being Likened unto the Virgin Mary By Baptism 

Here are a few reasons why the Virgin Mary is our Theotokos: 1) she was overshadowed
by His Spirit, 2) contained within her the Word of the Lord, 3) she is  a living stone
precious to the Lord, 4) ever faithful with fidelity and in innocence to Him alone, 5) a
spiritual house for a holy priesthood, and 6) the Word goes out from her, to all others.  

Yet every person, to some degree, having been born anew unto the Lord by Baptism and
sealed by the gift of His Spirit, may hold such qualities.  An example is St. Ignatius, also
known as Theophorous, the God bearer.  Though there is only one God-birther, each of
us, as was St. Ignatius, is invited to be a bearer of His Word and become a holy Temple,

grounded in an unshakeable faith in Jesus and the fulness of His Incarnation.

In His Wisdom, He has made us all.

 May we remain steadfast in the Peace and Promised of His Incarnation.

Sincerely – Paul

St. Athanasius Academy

If you have questions,

We welcome your call at 916-686-6230. 
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