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LITURGICAL TEXTS FOR SUNDAY 

September 7, 2014 

Transfer of the Feast of Nativity of the Theotokos 

Tone 4 / Eothinon 2 

 

GREAT VESPERS 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) We say the Sunset Psalm 104(103) 

 

2.) We chant “O Lord, I have cried ...” in Tone 4 with ten stichera: 

Four stichera for the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 160; Kazan, Vesp., 45) 

Six stichera for the Nativity of the Theotokos in Tone 6 (Nassar, 283) 

 

Tone 4 

Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 160; Kazan, Vesp., 45) 

Verse 10: Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy name. 

We worship untiringly thy quickening Cross, O Christ God, and glorify thy third-day Resurrection; 

for by it, O Almighty, thou hast renewed the corrupt nature of mankind, and made plain to us the 

ascent to heaven;. for thou alone art good and the Lover of mankind.  

 

Verse 9: The righteous shall wait for me until Thou recompense me. 

When Thou wast willingly nailed upon the Cross, O Savior, Thou solvest the problem caused by the 

tree of sin. And when Thou didst descend into hades, Thou didst break the bonds of death, since 

Thou art a mighty God. Wherefore, we worship, thy Resurrection from the dead, shouting with joy, 

O Almighty Lord, glory to thee.  

 

Verse 8: Out of the depths have I cried to Thee, O Lord, Lord hear my voice. 

 

Thou, didst demolish by thy Death, O Lord, the gates of hades; Thou didst dissolve the realm of 

death; and didst free the human race from corruption, granting the world life and incorruptibility and 

Great Mercy.  

 

Verse 7: Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.  

Come, ye nations, let us praise the third-day Resurrection of the Savior, by which we were delivered 

from the unbreakable bonds of hades, and by which we have all received life and incorruption, 

crying, O thou who wast crucified, buried, and who didst rise, save us by thy Resurrection, O thou 

only Lover of mankind.  
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Tone 6 

Nativity of the Theotokos in Tone 6 (Nassar, 283) 

Verse 6: If Thou, O Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? For with Thee 

there is forgiveness. 

Today hath God Who sitteth on noëtic thrones prepared Himself a holy throne on earth. He Who 

hath established the heavens in wisdom hath, by His love to mankind, made a living heaven; for 

from a barren stem He hath brought forth His Mother, a life-bearing branch. Thou God of wonders 

and Hope of the hopeless, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

Verse 5: Because of Thy name have I waited for Thee, O Lord; my soul hath waited upon Thy 

word, my soul hath hoped in the Lord. 

This is the day of the Lord; wherefore, rejoice ye nations; for behold the chamber of Light, the scroll 

of the Word of life hath come forth from the womb; the gate facing the east hath been born. 

Wherefore, she awaiteth the entrance of the High Priest. And she alone admitted Christ into the 

universe for salvation of our souls. 

 

Verse 4: From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch let Israel trust in the Lord. 

While famous barren women there were who bore fruit by the will of God, verily Mary hath 

surpassed, having been born in a strange manner from a barren mother, she herself gave birth in the 

flesh to the End of all, from a seedless womb in a transcendent manner. And she alone is the door of 

the only Son of God through which He passed and which He left closed, providing all with wisdom, 

as He Himself knew, and brought salvation to all mankind. 

 

Verse 3: For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is abundant redemption, and He will 

deliver Israel from all His iniquities. 

Today the barren gates are opened, and there cometh forth the divine, the virginal gate. Today hath 

grace begun to give fruit, showing forth to the world the Theotokos, through whom the earthly and 

the heavenly beings unite for the salvation of our souls. 

 

Verse 2: Praise the Lord, all ye nations.  Praise Him, all ye people. 

Today the glad tidings go forth to the world. Today sweet fragrance is wafted forth, foretelling the 

glad tidings of salvation; and the barrenness of our nature hath been united: for the barren one hath 

become a mother to the one who remained a Virgin after giving birth to the Creator; from whom 

cometh God in nature, taking a foreign nature and working salvation in the flesh for the lost, Christ, 

the Lover of mankind, and the Deliverer of our souls. 

 

Verse 1: For His mercy is great towards us, and the truth of the Lord endureth forever. 

Today, Anna the barren giveth birth to the Maiden of God, forechosen from all generations as a 

dwelling-place for Christ God, King of all and Creator of all, for the fulfillment of His divine 

dispensation, through which the creation of us earthly beings was renewed, and we ourselves were 

renewed from corruption to life immortal. 
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Tone 6 

For the Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, 284) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Today, Anna the barren giveth birth to the Maiden of God, forechosen from all generations as a 

dwelling-place for Christ God, King of all and Creator of all, for the fulfillment of His divine 

dispensation, through which the creation of us earthly beings was renewed, and we ourselves were 

renewed from corruption to life immortal. 

 

3.) The Entrance is made with the censer, and we chant “O gladsome Light ...” followed by the Prokeimenon 

“The Lord is King ...” in Tone 6 with its stichoi. 

 

Saturday Prokeimenon in Tone Six 

 

Deacon: The Evening Prokeimenon! 

Choir (Refrain): The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. (ONCE) 

Verse 1: The Lord is robed; He is girded with strength. (Refrain) 

Verse 2: For He has established the world so that it shall never be moved. (Refrain) 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READINGS 

The First Passage 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Reading from Genesis (28:10-17). 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

 

Reader: Jacob left Beersheba, and went toward Horan. And he came to a certain place, and stayed 

there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it 

under his head and lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed that there was a 

ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven; and behold, the angels of 

God were ascending and descending on it! And behold, the Lord stood above it and said, 

“I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which 

you lie I will give to you and to your descendants; and your descendants shall be like the 

dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north 

and to the south; and by you and your descendants shall all the families of the earth bless 

themselves. Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring 

you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done that of which I have 

spoken to you.” Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this 

place; and I did not know it.” And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! 

This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 

 

The Second Passage 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Reading from Prophecy of Ezekiel the Prophet (43:27-44:4). 

Deacon: Let us attend! 
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Reader: “And when they have completed these days, then from the eighth day onward the priests 

shall offer upon the altar your burnt offerings and your peace offerings; and I will accept 

you,” says the Lord God. Then He brought me back to the outer gate of the sanctuary, 

which faces east; and it was shut. And He said to me, “This gate shall remain shut; it shall 

not be opened, and no one shall enter by it; for the Lord, the God of Israel has entered by 

it; therefore it shall remain shut. Only the prince may sit in it to eat bread before the Lord; 

He shall enter by way of the vestibule of the gate, and shall go out by the same way.” 

Then He brought me by way of the north gate to the front of the temple; and I looked, and 

behold, the glory of the Lord filled the temple of the Lord; and I fell upon my face. 

 

The Third Passage 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Reading from Proverbs (9:1-11). 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

 

Reader: Wisdom has built her house; she has set up her seven pillars. She has slaughtered her 

beasts, she has mixed her wine, and she has also set her table. She has sent out her maids 

to call from the highest places in the town, “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!” To 

him who is without sense she says, “Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have 

mixed. Forsake foolishness, and live, and walk in the way of insight.” He who corrects a 

scoffer gets himself abuse, and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury. Do not 

reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man, and he will love you. Give 

instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; teach a righteous man and he will 

increase in learning. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge 

of the Holy One is insight. For by me your days will be multiplied, and years will be 

added to your life. 

 

4.) Immediately before the Aposticha, parishes may offer the Service of Litia and Artoklasia for the Nativity of 

the Theotokos. (Liturgikon P. 32-38) 

 

Tone 8 

For the Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, 286) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

On this our illustrious feast day, let us strike our spiritual harps; for today the Mother of Life, who is 

the renewal of creation of Adam and the recall of Eve, the fountain of incorruption, the liberation 

from corruption, through whom we have been deified and delivered from death, is born of the seed 

of David, dispersing darkness. Wherefore, let us believers cry unto her joyfully with Gabriel: 

Rejoice, O full of grace! The Lord is with thee, bestowing on us through thee the Great Mercy. 

 

5.) At the Aposticha, we chant four stichera for the Resurrection from the Octoechos in Tone 4. 

Tone 4 

When thou wast lifted up upon the Cross, O Lord, thou didst expunge our ancestral curse; and when 

thou didst descend to hades, thou didst free those who were bound from eternity, granting the human 

race incorruptibility. Wherefore, we offer praise, glorifying Thy third-day Resurrection.  
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Verse 1: The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. The Lord is robed; He is 

girded with strength. 

 

O Thou who alone art mighty, when thou wast fastened upon a Tree, thou didst shake the whole 

earth; and when thou wast laid in the grave, thou didst raise those who lay in the graves, granting 

mankind life and incorruptibility. Wherefore, we offer praise, glorifying thy third-day Resurrection.  

 

Verse 2: For He hath established the world so that it shall never be moved. 

 

The law-transgressing people, O Christ, delivered thee to Pilate, who condemned thee to crucifixion. 

Thus the ingrate appeared before his Benefactor. But thou sufferedst burial willingly, and didst rise 

on the third day by Thine own power; for thou art God, granting us endless and Great Mercy. 

 

Verse 3: Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, forevermore. 

 

Verily, the women reached Thy tomb seeking thee with tears. And when they found thee not they 

shouted and wailed, saying, Woe to us O our Savior, King of all, how wast thou stolen? And what 

place containeth Thy life-bearing body? And an angel answered them, saying, Weep not, but go 

preach that the Lord hath risen, granting us joy; for He alone is compassionate.  

 

Tone 8 

For the Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, 287) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Come, all ye believers, let us hasten to the Virgin; for behold she who was forechosen a Mother to 

our God before she was conceived in the womb, was of the stem of Jesse. Yea, she who is the 

treasure of virginity, the budding rod of Aaron, the gospel of the Prophets, and branch of Joachim 

and Anna the righteous ones, is now given birth. Verily, the world hath been renewed by her. She is 

born, and the Church shall be adorned in her splendor, who is the holy temple and the vessel of the 

Godhead, the stay of virginity and the kingly chamber, through whom the strange mystery of the 

union of the two Natures of Christ hath come about, Whom we worship, praising the blameless 

nativity of the Virgin. 
 

6.) St. Simeon’s Prayer and Holy God… 

 

7.) At the Apolytikia, we chant: 

 

Tone 4 

The Resurrectional Apolytikion from the Octoechos (Nassar, 162; Kazan Vesp., 167) 

 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women Disciples cast 

from them their parental condemnation, and proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying, Death 

hath been spoiled.  Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

 

Tone 4 

Apolytikion of the Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, 288) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
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Thy nativity, O Theotokos, hath proclaimed joy to the whole universe; for from thee did shine forth 

the Sun of justice, Christ our God, annulling the curse, and bestowing the blessing, abolishing death 

and granting us life everlasting. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Thy nativity, O Theotokos, hath proclaimed joy to the whole universe; for from thee did shine forth 

the Sun of justice, Christ our God, annulling the curse, and bestowing the blessing, abolishing death 

and granting us life everlasting. 

 

8.) At the Great Dismissal the priest says, “May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the 

intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother—whose Nativity we now celebrate—by the 

might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross” ... “Through the prayers…” 
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ORTHROS 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) At the beginning of Orthros the Troparia and Theotokion  

(“O Lord, save Thy people... Do Thou who of Thine own good will... O champion dread...”) 

are always said/intoned and are NEVER chanted. 

 

2.) All six of the Orthros Psalms must be said in their entirety. 

(Note:  In the Kazan Byzantine Music volume for Orthros, there is an omission in the first introductory 

stichos.  It should read, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.”  Please make 

this correction in your books.) 

 

3.) After the Litany of Peace and the exclamation “For unto Thee are due…”  

Chant “God is the Lord…” with its stichoi 

 

Tone 4 

“God is the Lord” 

Choir (Refrain):  God is the Lord Who hath shown us light. Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of 

the Lord. 

Verse 1: O give thanks unto the Lord and call upon His Holy Name. (Refrain) 

Verse 2: All nations compassed me about: but in the Name of the Lord will I destroy 

them. (Refrain) 

Verse 3: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. (Refrain) 

 

The Resurrectional Apolytikion from the Octoechos (Nassar, 162; Kazan Sun. Mat, 18) 

 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women Disciples cast 

from them their parental condemnation, and proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying, Death 

hath been spoiled.  Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

 

Tone 4 

Apolytikion of the Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, 288) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Thy nativity, O Theotokos, hath proclaimed joy to the whole universe; for from thee did shine forth 

the Sun of justice, Christ our God, annulling the curse, and bestowing the blessing, abolishing death 

and granting us life everlasting. 
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Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Thy nativity, O Theotokos, hath proclaimed joy to the whole universe; for from thee did shine forth 

the Sun of justice, Christ our God, annulling the curse, and bestowing the blessing, abolishing death 

and granting us life everlasting. 

 

4.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For Thine is the might...” 

 

5.) The Kathismata are from the Octoechos for the Resurrection in for Tone 4 (Nassar, 163; Kazan Sun. 

Mat., 36) and from the Menaion for the Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, 288) – Plain Reading 

 

First Kathisma 

 

The ointment-bearing women glanced into the entrance of the tomb; and, because they could not 

bear the brilliance of the angel, they trembled in astonishment, saying, Hath He been stolen Who 

opened paradise to the thief? Or is He risen up, Who before His Passion didst preach Resurrection? 

Verily, Christ God hath risen, granting Resurrection and life to those who are in Hades. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Thou hast suffered crucifixion willingly, O Savior, and mortal men placed in a new tomb Thee Who 

didst establish the corners of the world with a word. Therefore, hath death the stranger been bound 

and taken captive, being defeated. And all those in Hades, cried out through Thy reviving 

Resurrection, Verily, Christ the Life-giver is risen; for He is everlastingly constant. 

 

For the Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, 288) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Shout, O David, what God hath sworn to thee. Said he, All that He swore to me hath been fulfilled; 

for behold from the fruit of my belly hath He brought forth the Virgin, of whom was born Christ the 

Creator; the new Adam, a King upon my throne, Who reigneth today; He is the unshaken kingdom, 

since the barren one hath given birth to the Theotokos, nourisher of our lives. 

 

Second Kathisma 

 

Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Christ Savior, our God, because Thou art deathless; and Thou didst 

raise with Thee Thy world by Thy Resurrection, and didst crush the might of death, proclaiming 

Resurrection to all. Wherefore, do we glorify Thee, O Thou Who alone art merciful and the Lover of 

mankind. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Gabriel descended from his sublime height wrapped in a white robe, and came to the stone where the 

Rock of Life was, and he shouted to the weeping women, saying, Cease your wailing and crying, 

and receive ye smiling joy, with comfort; for He whom ye seek weeping is verily risen. Wherefore, 

go and proclaim to the Apostles that the Lord is risen. 
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For the Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, 288) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Verily, Mary, the Maiden of God is born for us today of the stem of Jesse and the loins of David; 

and all creation is renewed and deified. Wherefore, rejoice together. O heaven and earth; praise her, 

O ye families of the Gentiles; for Joachim doth rejoice, and Anna doth feast, crying out, The barren 

hath given birth to the Theotokos, the nourisher of our lives. 

 

Third Kathisma 

For the Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, 289) 

 

Let heaven rejoice and the earth be glad; for the heaven of God hath been born on earth, she who is 

the Bride of God after the promise; the barren one suckleth Mary the babe. And at her nativity 

Joachim rejoiceth, saying: Verily, a rod hath been born to me from which shall come forth the 

Flower from the stem of Jesse. Truly, this is a strange wonder. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Let heaven rejoice and the earth be glad; for the heaven of God hath been born on earth, she who is 

the Bride of God after the promise; the barren one suckleth Mary the babe. And at her nativity 

Joachim rejoiceth, saying: Verily, a rod hath been born to me from which shall come forth the 

Flower from the stem of Jesse. Truly, this is a strange wonder. 

 

6.) Benedictions (Evlogetaria) in Tone 5. 

 

7.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For blessed is Thy Name ...” 

 

8.) The Hypakoë, Anabathmoi are all from the Octoechos for Tone 4. (Nassar, 164; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 52). 

  

But the Prokeimenon is for Nativity of the Theotokos in Tone 4 (Nassar, 289) 

 

I shall proclaim Thy Name from generation to generation. 

I shall proclaim Thy Name from generation to generation. 

 

Stichos: My heart is indicting a good matter. 

 

I shall proclaim Thy Name from generation to generation. 

 

9.) The Nativity of the Theotokos – Matins Gospel Luke 1:39-49, 56 (Nassar, 50) 

 ** To be Read from the Royal Doors ** 

 

10.) “In that we have beheld the Resurrection of Christ...” which we still read as we celebrate the Resurrection 

(Nassar, 113; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

**In the last line of this prayer in several Archdiocesan publications, there is an erroneous omission. It 

should read: “for in that He endured the Cross for us, He hath destroyed death by death.” 

 

11.) Psalm 50 (Nassar, 82; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 
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12.) Festal Troparia following Psalm 50 (Serv. Bk., 67; Kazan Sun. Mat., 67-8) 

 

Tone 2 

Festal Troparia After Psalm 50 In Tone Two 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Thou Who art merciful, blot out all the multitudes of 

our transgressions. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Thou Who art merciful, blot out all the multitudes of 

our transgressions. 

 

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy loving-kindness: according unto the multitude of 

Thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 

 

Tone 4 

For the Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, bottom 286) 

 

The joy of the whole world hath shone forth to us from the two righteous ones, Joachim and Anna, 

the all-extolled Virgin, who because of her surpassing purity became a living temple of God, and 

alone is known as truly Theotokos. Wherefore, by her intercessions, O Christ God, send forth safety 

to the world, and to our souls the Great Mercy. 

 

13.) The Intercession then follows. 

14.) Read the Kontakion & Oikos, then the Synaxarion 

 

For the Nativity of the Theotokos (Plain Reading) 

By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach of barrenness; 

and Adam and Eve were delivered from the corruption of death; thy people do celebrate it, having 

been saved from the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give birth to the Theotokos, 

who nourisheth our life. 

 

Joachim and Anna’s prayer and sighing at their barrenness and childlessness is accepted, and is 

come unto the ears of the Lord; and they have brought forth a life-bearing fruit for the world. He 

made his prayer in the mountain, while she bore her reproach in the garden. But with joy the barren 

woman giveth birth to the Theotokos, who nourisheth our life. 

 

The Synaxarion (Plain Reading) 

 

On this day in the Holy Orthodox Church we celebrate the Nativity of our Most-holy Lady, the 

Theotokos and Ever-virgin Mary. 

Verses 
Truly, O Anna, thou surpassest all mothers, 

Until that day thy daughter shall become a mother. 

On the eighth Anna brought God’s Mother into the light. 
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The Holy Virgin Mary was born of aged parents, Joachim and Anna.  Her father was of the lineage 

of David, and her mother of the lineage of Aaron.  Thus, she was of royal birth by her father and of 

priestly birth by her mother.  In this, she foreshadowed Him Who would be born of her as King and 

High Priest.  Her parents were quite old and had no children.  Because of this they were ashamed 

before men and humble before God.  In their humility they prayed to God with tears, to bring them 

joy in their old age by giving them a child, as He had once given joy to the aged Abraham and his 

wife Sarah by giving them Isaac.  The Almighty and All-seeing God rewarded them with a joy that 

surpassed all their expectations and all their most beautiful dreams; for He gave them not just a 

daughter, but the Mother of God.  She was Mary, Full of grace, Blessed among women, the Temple 

of the Holy Spirit, the Altar of the Living God, the Table of the Heavenly Bread, the Ark of God’s 

Holiness, the Tree of the Sweetest Fruit, the Glory of the race of man, the Praise of womanhood, and 

the Fount of virginity and purity.   

 

Through intercessions of Thy Mother, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 

 

15.) Katabasias for the Holy Cross Canon in Tone 8 (Nassar, 300; Kazan Men., Sept, 65) 

 

Tone 8 

Ode 1. Verily, Moses having struck horizontally with his rod, cleaving the Red Sea and causing 

Israel to cross on foot, then having struck it transversely bringing it together over Pharaoh and his 

chariots, did trace the Cross, thus symbolizing that invincible weapon. Wherefore, do we praise 

Christ our God, for that He hath been glorified. 
 

Ode 3. The rod is taken as a symbol of the mystery; for by its budding, it designateth the Priest. But 

now the tree of the Cross hath blossomed forth with might and steadfastness to the hitherto barren 

Church. 
 

Ode 4. I have heard, O Lord, of the mystery of Thy dispensation, and have contemplated Thy works. 

Wherefore, have I glorified Thy Godhead. 
 

Ode 5. O thou thrice-blessed Tree, on which the Lord Christ the King was stretched, and through 

which he who beguiled by the tree fell, having been beguiled by God Who was nailed upon thee in 

the flesh, Who granteth peace unto our souls. 

 

Ode 6. When Jonah in the belly of the whale did stretch forth his hands in the form of a cross, he did 

foreshadow clearly the Passion of salvation; and when he came out on the third day, he did 

symbolize the world-transcending Resurrection of Christ, Who was crucified in the flesh, and 

illuminating the world by His third-day Resurrection. 

 

Ode 7. The mad command of the infidel tyrant hath shaken the nations, breathing forth threats and 

blasphemies loathed of God. But the three youths were not terrified by the bestial terror, nor the 

consuming fire; for being together amidst the fire blown forth by a dewy breeze, they were singing: 

O Thou exceedingly praised, blessed art Thou, God of our Fathers. 

 

We praise, we bless, and we worship the Lord. 

 

Ode 8. O ye youths, equal in number to the Trinity, bless ye God the Father and Creator; praise the 

Word which did condescend and turn the fire to a dewy breeze; and exalt more and more the all-holy 

Spirit, Who giveth life to all forevermore. 
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16.) Magnification “More honorable…” is NOT sung. Instead, we sing the ninth odes of both Canons of the 

Nativity of the Theotokos. 

 

Tone 2 

Ninth Ode: First Nativity of the Theotokos Canon 

Magnify, O my soul, the most glorious Nativity of the Theotokos. 

O thou who from thy virginal loins ineffably lentest a body unto the Luminary that was before the 

sun, even God, Who hath dawned upon us, and dwelt among us in the body: O blessed and all-pure 

Theotokos, thee do we magnify. 

 

Magnify, O my soul, the most glorious Nativity of the Theotokos. 

He that made the water to gush from the cloven rock for the disobedient people, to our joy granteth 

thee to the obedient nations as the fruit of barren loins. As is meet, O immaculate Mother of God, 

thee do we magnify. 

 

Magnify, O my soul, the most glorious Nativity of the Theotokos. 

O abrogation of the harsh ancient sentence, uprighting of our first mother, cause of God’s kinship 

with our race, and bridge unto the Creator: O Theotokos, thee do we magnify. 

 

Tone 8 

Ninth Ode: Second Nativity of the Theotokos Canon 

Magnify, O my soul, the Virgin Mary, born of a barren womb. 

Verily, virginity, O Theotokos, is impossible for a mother, as birth-giving is impossible for virgins. 

Yet in thee hath the dispensation of both been accomplished. Wherefore, all we families of the earth 

ceaselessly bless thee. 

 

Magnify, O my soul, the Virgin Mary, born of a barren womb. 

Thou hast achieved, O Theotokos, the promise of the birth-giving, as worthy of thy purity; for thou 

didst bestow on her who was fruitless a flourishing fruit from God. Wherefore, we nations of the 

earth ceaselessly bless thee. 
 

Magnify, O my soul, the Virgin Mary, born of a barren womb. 

Verily, O undefiled one, the prophecy of the crier hath been fulfilled; for he said, I shall raise the 

fallen tabernacle of the noble David, which was prefigured in thee, O thou in whom all the sod of 

humanity hath been renewed in form, a body unto God. 
 

Magnify, O my soul, the Virgin Mary, born of a barren womb. 

O Theotokos, as we adore thy swaddling clothes, we glorify Him Who gave fruit to the barren; Who 

in a strange way opened an unproductive womb; for He doeth what He willeth, since He is God 

ruling over all. 
 

Magnify, O my soul, the Virgin Mary, born of a barren womb. 

O Anna of divine mind, mother of the Bride, thou hast produced from thy womb unexpectedly, after 

the promise, the flower of the plant of virginity, giving as fruit from God the goodness of purity. 

Wherefore, we all beatify thee, since thou art the origin of our life. 
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

Magnify, O my soul, the Virgin Mary, born of a barren womb. 

It is impossible for those who have not the law to glorify the eternal Trinity: Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, the omnipotent and uncreated that founded the whole world by an act of His might. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen: 

Magnify, O my soul, the Virgin Mary, born of a barren womb. 

In thy womb, O Virgin Mother, thou didst hold one of the Trinity, Christ the King, Whom all 

creation doth praise and before Whom the celestial thrones do tremble. Wherefore, beseech Him, O 

all-revered one, to save our souls. 

 

17.) Heirmoi of the Ninth Odes of both Holy Cross Canons 

 

Tone 8 

Thou art the mystical paradise, O Theotokos; for that thou, being untilled, didst bud forth Christ, by 

Whom was planted on earth the life-giving tree of the Cross. Wherefore, as we adore it being 

elevated, we magnify thee. 
 

Verily, death which befell the human race by eating from the tree, hath been abolished today by 

Cross; for the curse of the first mother and all her descendents hath been undone by Him Who was 

born of the undefiled Theotokos, whom all the powers of heaven do magnify. 

 

18.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For all the powers of heaven...”  

 

19.) Exaposteilaria we chant “Holy is the Lord our God. (thrice) … Exalt ye the Lord our God and worship at 

His footstool for He is holy.” Then we chant the following:  

 

Tone 2 

Eothinon 2 (Nassar, 201; Kazan Sun. Mat., 84) 

 

Verily, when the ointment-bearing women saw the stone rolled, they rejoiced; for they saw a young 

man sitting at the grave who said to them, Behold, Christ hath risen, say to the Disciples with Peter 

to hasten to the mountain; for there He shall appear to you, O ye His beloved ones, as He foretold 

you. 

 

Tone 2 - (**Hearken, ye women**) 

For the Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, 290) 

 

O Maiden Mary, who didst give birth to God, the unwedded bride, the whole universe rejoiceth 

today at thy birth, through which thou didst undo the disgrace of thy parents’ sad barrenness, and the 

first curse of Eve at birth-giving. 

 

Be renewed, O Adam, and be magnified, O Eve, and ye Prophets exchange glad tidings with the 

Apostles and the righteous ones; for there is universal joy in the world for angels and men, since 

today is born the Theotokos from the righteous ones, Joachim and Anna. 
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20.) Praises (Ainoi) in Tone 4with eight stichera:  

Four stichera for the Resurrection (Nassar, 165; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 127) 

Four stichera for the Nativity of the Theotokos in Tone 1 (Nassar, 290) - (**O strange wonder**) 

 

Tone 4 

Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 165) 

Verse 8: This glory shall be to all His saints. 

 

We glorify thy Resurrection, O Lord Almighty, O thou who sufferedst crucifixion and death and 

didst rise from the dead. 

 

Verse 7: Praise God in His sanctuary: praise Him in the firmament of His power. 

 

Thou hast freed us, O Christ, from the first curse.  And by thy Death thou didst banish the 

insurgency of Diabolus prevailing over our nature.  And in thy Resurrection thou didst fill all with 

joy.  Wherefore, we cry to thee, O thou Lord, who didst rise from the dead; glory to thee. 

 

Verse 6: Praise Him for His mighty acts: praise Him according to His excellent greatness. 

 

O Christ Savior, who didst rise from the dead, lead us by thy Cross to thy right hand, and save us 

from the sins of the enemy.  Stretch forth thine arm and raise us who are fallen in sins; through the 

intercession of thy saints, O Lord, the Lover of mankind. 

 

Verse 5: Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet: praise Him with the psaltery and harp. 

 

O Only Son of God, thou didst come to earth, but wast not separated from the Paternal bosom; and 

because of thy love to mankind thou didst become unchangeable man.  Thou didst suffer crucifixion 

and death in the flesh, O thou who in thy Divinity suffereth not.  Thou didst rise from the dead, 

granting mankind immortality; for thou alone art Almighty. 

 

Tone 1 - (**O strange wonder**) 

For the Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, 290) 

Verse 4: Praise him with the timbrel and dance; praise him with stringed instruments and organs. 

 

O how strange, how wonderful, that the foundation of life was born from a barren one, and grace 

hath begun to give fruit with splendor. Wherefore, rejoice, Joachim, for having become a father to 

the Theotokos. Verily, there is none like thee of all earthly parents, O God-inspired one; for the 

tabernacle of God, the most holy mountain, through thee was bestowed on us. 

 

Verse 3: Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high-sounding cymbals.  Let 

everything that hath breath praise the Lord. 

 

O how strange, how wonderful, that the foundation of life was born from a barren one, and grace 

hath begun to give fruit with splendor. Wherefore, rejoice, Joachim, for having become a father to 

the Theotokos. Verily, there is none like thee of all earthly parents, O God-inspired one; for the 

tabernacle of God, the most holy mountain, through thee was bestowed on us. 
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Verse 2: Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear. 

 

O how strange, how wonderful, that the fruit of the barren one didst shine by the direction of the 

Omnipotent, the Creator of all; He Who in good and righteous steadfastness didst loosen the 

barrenness of the world. Exchange glad tidings, therefore, ye mothers, with the Theotokos. Rejoice, 

O full of grace. The Lord is with thee, He Who granteth the world, through thee, the Great Mercy. 

 

Verse 1: The rich among the people shall entreat thy countenance. 

 

When the noble Anna was revealed a living pillar of purity, a shining vessel gleaming with grace, 

she didst give birth to the true exemplar of virginity, the divine flower which is a gift to all virgins 

and lovers of virginity, who approveth openly the goodness of virginity, and granteth to all believers 

the Great Mercy. 

 

Tone 6 

For the Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, 283) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.   

 

This is the day of the Lord; wherefore, rejoice ye nations; for behold the chamber of Light, the scroll 

of the Word of life hath come forth from the womb; the gate facing the east hath been born. 

Wherefore, she awaiteth the entrance of the High Priest. And she alone admitted Christ into the 

universe for salvation of our souls. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Most blessed art thou, O Virgin Theotokos, for through Him that was incarnate of thee is Hades 

despoiled, Adam is recalled from the dead, the curse is made void, Eve is set free, death is slain, and 

we are endowed with life.  Wherefore, in hymns of praise, we cry aloud: Blessed art thou, O Christ 

our God, who is thus well pleased, glory to thee. 

 

21.) Great Doxology - Tone 6 (Serv. Bk.,75-6; Kazan Sun. Mat., 225, Nassar, 118) 

 

22.) Troparion: “Today is salvation…”, Tone 4 (Serv. Bk., 76) 

 

Tone 4 

Today is salvation come into the world.  Let us sing praises to Him Who arose from the grave, the 

Author of our life; for having by Death destroyed death, He hath given us victory and Great Mercy. 
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DIVINE LITURGY 

September 7, 2014 

Sunday before the Exaltation of the Holy Cross and 

Transfer of the Feast of Nativity of the Theotokos 

Tone 4 / Eothinon 2 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) Antiphons 

 

THE FIRST ANTIPHON 

O Lord, remember David and all his meekness. Lo, we heard of it at Ephrata; we found it in the 

fields of the wood. 

 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

 

Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

God shall help her, and that right early. (Refrain) 

 

Glory… Both now… (Refrain) 

 

 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON 

The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; and He will not turn from it. Of the fruit of thy body will I 

set upon thy throne. 

 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 

 

There will I make the horn of David to bud; I have ordained a lamp for mine anointed. (Refrain) 

 

For the Lord hath chosen Zion; He hath desired it for His habitation. (Refrain) 

 

Glory… Both now… O, only begotten Son and Word of God… 
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THE THIRD ANTIPHON 

Here will I dwell, for I have desired it. The Most High hath sanctified His tabernacle. Holy is Thy 

temple, and wonderful in righteousness. (Now sing the Apolytikion of the Nativity of the Theotokos.) 

 

Tone 4 

Apolytikion of the Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, 288) 

 

Thy nativity, O Theotokos, hath proclaimed joy to the whole universe; for from thee did shine forth 

the Sun of justice, Christ our God, annulling the curse, and bestowing the blessing, abolishing death 

and granting us life everlasting. 

 

2.) The Entrance Hymn (Eisodikon): 

 

O come let us worship and fall down before Christ, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, save 

us who sing unto thee: Alleluia 

 

3.) After the Entrance we chant: 

 

Tone 4 

The Apolytikion of the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 162; Kazan Sun. Mat, 18) 

 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women Disciples cast 

from them their parental condemnation, and proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying, Death 

hath been spoiled.  Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

 

Tone 4 

Apolytikion of the Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, 288) 

 

Thy nativity, O Theotokos, hath proclaimed joy to the whole universe; for from thee did shine forth 

the Sun of justice, Christ our God, annulling the curse, and bestowing the blessing, abolishing death 

and granting us life everlasting. 

 

Do NOT sing Apolytikion of the Patron Saint or Titular Feast of the Church 

 

 

Tone 4 

Kontakion for the Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, 291) 

 

By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach of barrenness; 

and Adam and Eve were delivered from the corruption of death; thy people do celebrate it, having 

been saved from the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give birth to the Theotokos, 

who nourisheth our life. 

 

4.) The Trisagion (“Holy God…”) as usual. 
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5.) Epistle 

Galatians 6:11-18 (Sunday before the Exaltation of the Holy Cross) 

 

6.) Gospel 

John 3:13-17 (Sunday before the Exaltation of the Holy Cross) 

 

7.) The Megalynarion for the Nativity of the Theotokos in Tone 8: 

 

Magnify, O my soul, the Virgin Mary, born of a barren womb. 

Verily, virginity, O Theotokos, is impossible for a mother, as birth-giving is impossible for 

virgins. Yet in thee hath the dispensation of both been accomplished. Wherefore, all we families 

of the earth ceaselessly bless thee. 

 

8.) The Koinonikon (Communion Hymn) for the Nativity of the Theotokos in Tone 8: 

 “I will receive the cup of salvation, and call upon the Name of the Lord. Alleluia.”     

 

9.) Post-Communion: “We have seen the true Light…” as usual.  ONCE.  

 

10.) At the Great Dismissal the priest says, “May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the 

intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother—whose Nativity we now celebrate—by the 

might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross” ... “Through the prayers…” 
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