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LITURGICAL TEXTS FOR SUNDAY 

September 7, 2014 

Fore-feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos 

Tone 4 / Eothinon 2 

 

Saints of the Day: Martyr Sozon of Cilicia; Apostles Euodos and Onesiphoros of the Seventy; John, archbishop 

of Novgorod; Venerable Cloud of Nogent-sur-Seine 

 

GREAT VESPERS 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) We say the Sunset Psalm 104(103) 

 

2.) We chant “O Lord, I have cried ...” in Tone 4 with ten stichera: 

Six stichera for the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 160; Kazan, Vesp., 45) 

Four stichera for the Fore-feast of Nativity of the Theotokos in Tone 1 (Men. Sept. 7, Vesp.) 

 

Tone 4 

Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 160; Kazan, Vesp., 45) 

 

Verse 10: Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy name. 

 

We worship untiringly thy quickening Cross, O Christ God, and glorify thy third-day Resurrection; 

for by it, O Almighty, thou hast renewed the corrupt nature of mankind, and made plain to us the 

ascent to heaven;. for thou alone art good and the Lover of mankind.  

 

Verse 9: The righteous shall wait for me until Thou recompense me. 

 

When Thou wast willingly nailed upon the Cross, O Savior, Thou solvest the problem caused by the 

tree of sin. And when Thou didst descend into hades, Thou didst break the bonds of death, since 

Thou art a mighty God. Wherefore, we worship, thy Resurrection from the dead, shouting with joy, 

O Almighty Lord, glory to thee.  

 

Verse 8: Out of the depths have I cried to Thee, O Lord, Lord hear my voice. 

 

Thou, didst demolish by thy Death, O Lord, the gates of hades; Thou didst dissolve the realm of 

death; and didst free the human race from corruption, granting the world life and incorruptibility and 

Great Mercy.  

 

Verse 7: Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.  
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Come, ye nations, let us praise the third-day Resurrection of the Savior, by which we were delivered 

from the unbreakable bonds of hades, and by which we have all received life and incorruption, 

crying, O thou who wast crucified, buried, and who didst rise, save us by thy Resurrection, O thou 

only Lover of mankind.  

 

Verse 6: If Thou, O Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? For with Thee 

there is forgiveness. 

 

Verily, the angels and men, O Savior, praise Thy third-day Resurrection, through which the ends of 

the universe have been lighted, and by which thou hast redeemed from bondage to the enemy us who 

cry, saying, O omnipotent Giver of life, save us by thy Resurrection) O Lover of mankind.  

 

Verse 5: Because of Thy name have I waited for Thee, O Lord; my soul hath waited upon Thy 

word, my soul hath hoped in the Lord. 

 

Thou hast demolished the brazen gates, O Christ God, and hast shattered the bars, and hast raised the 

fallen human race and made it to stand upright. Wherefore, do we shout to thee in unison, O thou 

rising from the dead, O Lord, glory to thee.  

 

Tone 1 - (**Thou art the joy**) 

For the Fore-feast of Nativity of the Theotokos 

 

Verse 4: From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch let Israel trust in the Lord. 

 

The mystic rays of resplendent and universal joy are risen on the whole world, and to all they now 

herald the dawning Sun of Glory, Christ Jesus our God, at thy birth, O all-spotless Maid; for the 

august mediatress of grace divine and true gladness hast thou proven to be. 

 

Verse 3: For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is abundant redemption, and He will 

deliver Israel from all His iniquities. 

 

The mystic rays of resplendent and universal joy are risen on the whole world, and to all they now 

herald the dawning Sun of Glory, Christ Jesus our God, at thy birth, O all-spotless Maid; for the 

august mediatress of grace divine and true gladness hast thou proven to be. 

 

Verse 2: Praise the Lord, all ye nations.  Praise Him, all ye people. 

 

O spotless Virgin, this glory of thy pre-festival now maketh known beforehand unto all the earth’s 

peoples thy gracious benefactions and favors, for thou art the cause of the present joy; thou art our 

source of the gladness to come as well, and the pleasure of divine delight. 

 

Verse 1: For His mercy is great towards us, and the truth of the Lord endureth forever. 

 

The Theotokos, the pure Maiden in whom God was contained, the Prophets’ boast and glory, and the 

daughter of David, from Joachim and Anna the prudent and chaste now is born on this holy day and 

by her birth overturneth the ancient curse which through Adam came upon our race. 
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Tone 4 

For the Fore-feast of Nativity of the Theotokos (Men. Sept. 7, Vesp.) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

The multitude of Angels in Heaven, and we the race of men on earth, bless thine all-august Nativity, 

O pure and all-holy Virgin; for thou becamest the Mother of Christ our God, the Creator of all. 

Cease not to entreat Him, we pray, for us who after God have set our hopes on thee, O all-hymned 

and unwedded Theotokos. 

 

Tone 4 

Resurrection (Nassar, 161; Kazan Vesp., 56) 

Both now and ever and unto ages of ages, Amen 

 

David the Prophet who became through thee, O Theotokos, the grandparent of God, before time sang 

of thee in praise, and shouted to him who worked wonders through thee, saying, The queen did rise 

on thy right; for God hath shown thee to be a Mother bringing forth life, in that he was willing to 

appear incarnate from thee without father, renewing the creation of his likeness, corrupt with 

suffering, in order to find the sheep lost in the hills, and carry it on his shoulders, and offer it to the 

Father, and add it, through his will, to the heavenly hosts, and to save the whole world; for he is the 

reigning Christ, Possessor of rich and Great Mercy. 

 

3.) The Entrance is made with the censer, and we chant "O gladsome Light ..." followed by the Prokeimenon 

"The Lord is King ..." in Tone 6 with its stichoi. 

 

Saturday Prokeimenon in Tone Six 

 

Deacon: The Evening Prokeimenon! 

Choir (Refrain): The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. (ONCE) 

Verse 1: The Lord is robed; He is girded with strength. (Refrain) 

Verse 2: For He has established the world so that it shall never be moved. (Refrain) 

 

4.) At the Aposticha, we chant four stichera for the Resurrection from the Octoechos in Tone 4 

 

Tone 4 

When thou wast lifted up upon the Cross, O Lord, thou didst expunge our ancestral curse; and when 

thou didst descend to hades, thou didst free those who were bound from eternity, granting the human 

race incorruptibility. Wherefore, we offer praise, glorifying Thy third-day Resurrection.  

 

Verse 1: The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. The Lord is robed; He is 

girded with strength. 

 

O Thou who alone art mighty, when thou wast fastened upon a Tree, thou didst shake the whole 

earth; and when thou wast laid in the grave, thou didst raise those who lay in the graves, granting 

mankind life and incorruptibility. Wherefore, we offer praise, glorifying thy third-day Resurrection.  

 

Verse 2: For He hath established the world so that it shall never be moved. 
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The law-transgressing people, O Christ, delivered thee to Pilate, who condemned thee to crucifixion. 

Thus the ingrate appeared before his Benefactor. But thou sufferedst burial willingly, and didst rise 

on the third day by Thine own power; for thou art God, granting us endless and Great Mercy.  

 

Verse 3: Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, forevermore. 

 

Verily, the women reached Thy tomb seeking thee with tears. And when they found thee not they 

shouted and wailed, saying, Woe to us O our Savior, King of all, how wast thou stolen? And what 

place containeth Thy life-bearing body? And an angel answered them, saying, Weep not, but go 

preach that the Lord hath risen, granting us joy; for He alone is compassionate.  

 

Tone 4 

For the Fore-feast of Nativity of the Theotokos (Men. Sept. 7, Vesp.) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen 

 

Our universal joy, the all-praised Virgin, hath dawned forth from righteous Joachim and Anna for 

our sakes. By reason of her exceeding purity, she is become the living temple of God, and she alone 

in truth is acknowledged to be the Theotokos. By her entreaties, O Christ God, send down peace 

upon the world, and Great Mercy to our souls. 

 

5.) St. Simeon's Prayer and Holy God… 

 

6.) At the Apolytikia, we chant: 

 

Tone 4 

The Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 162; Kazan Vesp., 167) 

 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women Disciples cast 

from them their parental condemnation, and proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death 

hath been spoiled.  Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

 

Tone 4 - (**Joseph was amazed**) 

For the Fore-feast of Nativity of the Theotokos (Men. Sept. 7, Vesp.) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

From the root of Jesse and the loins of David the great king, Mary, the child of God is born for our 

sake on this day. Hence, all creation exulteth on its renewal. Both Heaven and the earth rejoice 

together now. Praise her, O ye tribes of nations here below. The righteous Joachim rejoiceth, and 

Anna keepeth feast, crying out: The barren beareth the Theotokos, the nourisher of our life. 

 

7.) At the Great Dismissal, the priest says, “May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the 

intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother, whose Nativity we prepare to celebrate” 

... “Through the prayers…” 
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ORTHROS 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) At the beginning of Orthros the Troparia and Theotokion  

(“O Lord, save Thy people... Do Thou who of Thine own good will... O champion dread...”) 

are always said/intoned and are NEVER chanted. 

 

2.) All six of the Orthros Psalms must be said in their entirety. 

(Note:  In the Kazan Byzantine Music volume for Orthros, there is an omission in the first introductory 

stichos.  It should read, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.”  Please make 

this correction in your books.) 

 

3.) After the Litany of Peace and the exclamation “For unto Thee are due…”  

Chant “God is the Lord…” with its stichoi 

 

Tone 4 

“God is the Lord” 

Choir (Refrain):  God is the Lord Who hath shown us light. Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of 

the Lord. 

Verse 1: O give thanks unto the Lord and call upon His Holy Name. (Refrain) 

Verse 2: All nations compassed me about: but in the Name of the Lord will I destroy 

them. (Refrain) 

Verse 3: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. (Refrain) 

 

The Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 162; Kazan Sun. Mat, 18) 

 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women Disciples cast 

from them their parental condemnation, and proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death 

hath been spoiled.  Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women Disciples cast 

from them their parental condemnation, and proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death 

hath been spoiled.  Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 
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Tone 4 - (**Joseph was amazed**) 

For the Fore-feast of Nativity of the Theotokos (Men. Sept. 7, Vesp.) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

From the root of Jesse and the loins of David the great king, Mary, the child of God is born for our 

sake on this day. Hence, all creation exulteth on its renewal. Both Heaven and the earth rejoice 

together now. Praise her, O ye tribes of nations here below. The righteous Joachim rejoiceth, and 

Anna keepeth feast, crying out: The barren beareth the Theotokos, the nourisher of our life. 

 

4.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For Thine is the might...” 

 

5.) The Kathismata are from the Octoechos for the Resurrection in for Tone 4 (Nassar, 163; Kazan Sun. Mat., 

36) and from the Menaion from the Fore-feast (Sept. 7 Orthros) – Plain Reading 

 

First Kathisma 

 

The ointment-bearing women glanced into the entrance of the tomb; and, because they could not 

bear the brilliance of the angel, they trembled in astonishment, saying, Hath He been stolen Who 

opened paradise to the thief? Or is He risen up, Who before His Passion didst preach Resurrection? 

Verily, Christ God hath risen, granting Resurrection and life to those who are in Hades. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Thou hast suffered crucifixion willingly, O Savior, and mortal men placed in a new tomb Thee Who 

didst establish the corners of the world with a word. Therefore, hath death the stranger been bound 

and taken captive, being defeated. And all those in Hades, cried out through Thy reviving 

Resurrection, Verily, Christ the Life-giver is risen; for He is everlastingly constant. 

 

For the Fore-Feast (Men., Sept. 7, Mat.) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Thou wondrously wast born of a barren woman’s birth pangs, and from virgin loins thou didst give 

birth, transcending human nature; for thou, as a comely shoot, wast seen to blossom forth with life 

for all the world. Hence, the powers of the Heavens now cry aloud to thee, O pure Theotokos: Glory 

be to thy progress, O pure Maid. Glory by to thy virginity. Glory be to thy conception, O only all-

spotless one. 

 

Second Kathisma 

 

Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Christ Savior, our God, because Thou art deathless; and Thou didst 

raise with Thee Thy world by Thy Resurrection, and didst crush the might of death, proclaiming 

Resurrection to all. Wherefore, do we glorify Thee, O Thou Who alone art merciful and the Lover of 

mankind. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Gabriel descended from his sublime height wrapped in a white robe, and came to the stone where the 

Rock of Life was, and he shouted to the weeping women, saying, Cease your wailing and crying, 
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and receive ye smiling joy, with comfort; for He whom ye seek weeping is verily risen. Wherefore, 

go and proclaim to the Apostles that the Lord is risen. 

 

For the Fore-Feast (Men., Sept. 7, Mat.) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Now do all things in Heaven rejoice exceedingly; with them the whole race of mankind on earth 

observeth a feast; and the prophets also mystically exult with joy, for she whom they foresaw in 

types in the ancient generations, shown as a bush, a vessel, a staff, a cloud, a great mountain, a gate, 

and lofty throne, is born today. 

 

6.) Benedictions (Evlogetaria) in Tone 5. 

 

7.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For blessed is Thy Name ...” 

 

8.) The Hypakoë, Anabathmoi and the Prokeimenon with its accompanying stichos are all from the Octoechos 

Tone 4. (Nassar, 164; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 52). 

 

9.) The 2
nd

 Eothinon Gospel (Nassar, 200) is chanted from the Holy Table. 

 

10.) Following "In that we have beheld the Resurrection of Christ ..."  

(Nassar, 113; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

**In the last line of this prayer in several Archdiocesan publications, there is an erroneous omission. It 

should read: “for in that He endured the Cross for us, He hath destroyed death by death.” 

 

11.) Psalm 50 (Nassar, 82; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

 

12.) Troparia following Psalm 50 (Serv. Bk., 67; Kazan Sun. Mat., 67-8) 

 

13.) The Intercession then follows. 

 

14.) Read the Kontakion & Oikos, then the Synaxarion 

 

Fourth Tone Resurrectional Kontakion and Oikos (Plain Reading) 

My Savior and Redeemer, as God Thou hast raised from the grave all those who were in chains, and 

hast shattered the gates of Hades. As Lord, Thou didst arise on the third day. 

 

Let us all give praise and with thanks let us offer unceasing praises to Christ, the giver of Life Who 

didst arise from the dead on the third day. Today, He hath shattered the gates of death, put Hades to 

death, broken the sting of death, and set Adam and Eve free. Let us sing to Him, all ye people, and 

with thanks let us offer Him unceasing praise. For as the only sovereign God and Master, He arose 

on the third day. 

 

The Synaxarion (Plain Reading) 

On September 7 in the Holy Orthodox Church we celebrate the Fore-feast of the Nativity of the Most-

holy Theotokos, and we commemorate the holy Martyr Sozon of Cilicia (Lycaonia). 
 

Verses 

Sozon withstood torments of the body, looking unto the soul’s only Savior. 

On the seventh, Sozon died, beaten a bright color. 
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Sozon endured a great persecution of Christians near the city of Pompeiopolis on the part of 

Maximian, the governor of Cilicia. There was a golden idol which the pagans worshipped. The 

shepherd Sozon left his sheep, went to the city, entered the pagan temple and knocked an arm off the 

golden idol, melting it down and giving the gold to the poor. The enraged pagans searched for him, 

but Sozon went to the governor and declared he was a Christian and the performer of that act. After 

many tortures, Sozon gave his soul to God in 304. 

 

On this day, we also commemorate the Apostles Euodos and Onesiphoros of the Seventy; John, 

archbishop of Novgorod; and Venerable Cloud of Nogent-sur-Seine. By their intercessions, O Christ 

God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 

 

15.) Katabasias for the Holy Cross Canon in Tone 8 (Nassar, 300; Kazan Men., Sept, 65) 

 

Tone 8 

Ode 1. Verily, Moses having struck horizontally with his rod, cleaving the Red Sea and causing 

Israel to cross on foot, then having struck it transversely bringing it together over Pharaoh and his 

chariots, did trace the Cross, thus symbolizing that invincible weapon. Wherefore, do we praise 

Christ our God, for that He hath been glorified. 

 

Ode 3. The rod is taken as a symbol of the mystery; for by its budding, it designateth the Priest. But 

now the tree of the Cross hath blossomed forth with might and steadfastness to the hitherto barren 

Church. 

 

Ode 4. I have heard, O Lord, of the mystery of Thy dispensation, and have contemplated Thy works. 

Wherefore, have I glorified Thy Godhead. 

 

Ode 5. O thou thrice-blessed Tree, on which the Lord Christ the King was stretched, and through 

which he who beguiled by the tree fell, having been beguiled by God Who was nailed upon thee in 

the flesh, Who granteth peace unto our souls. 

 

Ode 6. When Jonah in the belly of the whale did stretch forth his hands in the form of a cross, he did 

foreshadow clearly the Passion of salvation; and when he came out on the third day, he did 

symbolize the world-transcending Resurrection of Christ, Who was crucified in the flesh, and 

illuminating the world by His third-day Resurrection. 

 

Ode 7. The mad command of the infidel tyrant hath shaken the nations, breathing forth threats and 

blasphemies loathed of God. But the three youths were not terrified by the bestial terror, nor the 

consuming fire; for being together amidst the fire blown forth by a dewy breeze, they were singing: 

O Thou exceedingly praised, blessed art Thou, God of our Fathers. 

 

We praise, we bless, and we worship the Lord. 

 

Ode 8. O ye youths, equal in number to the Trinity, bless ye God the Father and Creator; praise the 

Word which did condescend and turn the fire to a dewy breeze; and exalt more and more the all-holy 

Spirit, Who giveth life to all forevermore. 

 

16.) Magnification "More honorable…" with its verses; (Serv. Bk., 70; Kazan Sun. Mat., 76) 

 

Verse: My soul doth magnify the Lord; and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 
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Refrain: More honorable than the Cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim: 

thou who without stain bearest God the Word, and art truly Theotokos, we magnify thee. 

 

Verse: For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaid; for behold from henceforth all 

generations shall call me blessed. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is His Name; and His mercy is on them 

that fear him, throughout all generations. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: He hath showed strength in his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 

hearts. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 

hath filled the empty with good things, and the rich hath he sent away empty. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: He remembering his mercy hath helped his servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers, 

Abraham and his seed forever. (Refrain) 

 

17.) Ninth Katabasia for the Holy Cross Canon 

 

Tone 8 

Ode 9. Thou art the mystical paradise, O Theotokos; for that thou, being untilled, didst bud forth 

Christ, by Whom was planted on earth the life-giving tree of the Cross. Wherefore, as we adore it 

being elevated, we magnify thee. 

 

18.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation "For all the powers of heaven..."  

 

19.) Exaposteilaria we chant “Holy is the Lord our God. (thrice) … Exalt ye the Lord our God and worship at 

His footstool for He is holy.” Then we chant the following:  

 

Tone 2 

Eothinon 2 (Nassar, 201; Kazan Sun. Mat., 84) 

 

Verily, when the ointment-bearing women saw the stone rolled, they rejoiced; for they saw a young 

man sitting at the grave who said to them, Behold, Christ hath risen, say to the Disciples with Peter 

to hasten to the mountain; for there He shall appear to you, O ye His beloved ones, as He foretold 

you. 

 

Tone 2 - (**Upon that mount in Galilee**) 

For Fore-Feast of Nativity Of Theotokos (Men. Sept. 7, Mat.) 

 

O all creation, leap for joy, perceiving now the gladness brought forth from godly Joachim and 

godly-minded Anna, who is named after divine grace; for past all expectation is Mary born, the 

undefiled and all-pure Theotokos, whose blessed Fruit is become salvation for all of mankind, Christ 

God, Who inexpressibly through her became incarnate. 
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20.) Praises (Ainoi) in Tone 4with eight stichera:  

Four stichera for the Resurrection (Nassar, 165; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 127) 

Four stichera for the Fore-Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos in Tone 8 (Men., Sept 7, Mat. praises) 

 

Tone 4 

Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 165) 

 

Verse 8: This glory shall be to all His saints. 

 

We glorify thy Resurrection, O Lord Almighty, O thou who sufferedst crucifixion and death and 

didst rise from the dead. 

 

Verse 7: Praise God in His sanctuary: praise Him in the firmament of His power. 

 

Thou hast freed us, O Christ, from the first curse.  And by thy Death thou didst banish the 

insurgency of Diabolus prevailing over our nature.  And in thy Resurrection thou didst fill all with 

joy.  Wherefore, we cry to thee, O thou Lord, who didst rise from the dead; glory to thee. 

 

Verse 6: Praise Him for His mighty acts: praise Him according to His excellent greatness. 

 

O Christ Savior, who didst rise from the dead, lead us by thy Cross to thy right hand, and save us 

from the sins of the enemy.  Stretch forth thine arm and raise us who are fallen in sins; through the 

intercession of thy saints, O Lord, the Lover of mankind. 

 

Verse 5: Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet: praise Him with the psaltery and harp. 

 

O Only Son of God, thou didst come to earth, but wast not separated from the Paternal bosom; and 

because of thy love to mankind thou didst become unchangeable man.  Thou didst suffer crucifixion 

and death in the flesh, O thou who in thy Divinity suffereth not.  Thou didst rise from the dead, 

granting mankind immortality; for thou alone art Almighty. 

 

Tone 8 - (**O strange wonder**) 

For the Fore-feast of Nativity of the Theotokos 

Verse 4: Praise him with the timbrel and dance; praise him with stringed instruments and organs. 

 

O strange wonder great and marvelous! How from a mother past age and from unfruitful barrenness, 

now the Rod that bare the Flower springeth from righteous Joachim and the just Anna upon this holy 

day; she is that Virgin that giveth birth to God. Wherefore, upon her birth, the great company of 

prophets doth rejoice with the whole assembly of the righteous patriarchs. 

 

Verse 3: Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high-sounding cymbals.  Let 

everything that hath breath praise the Lord. 

 

O strange wonder great and marvelous! How from a mother past age and from unfruitful barrenness, 

now the Rod that bare the Flower springeth from righteous Joachim and the just Anna upon this holy 

day; she is that Virgin that giveth birth to God. Wherefore, upon her birth, the great company of 

prophets doth rejoice with the whole assembly of the righteous patriarchs. 

 

Verse 2: Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear. 
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David today is exceeding glad; now Jesse leapeth for joy; sacred Levi is magnified; just and 

righteous Joachim doth in spirit rejoice and dance, and Anna’s childlessness hath been loosed at last, 

O spotless Mary, on thy nativity, O Maiden graced of God; and the company of Angels doth unite 

with us mortal men, and we all bless thy godly womb. 

 

Verse 1: The rich among the people shall entreat thy countenance. 

 

Rejoice, thou establishment of mortal men; O holy mountain, rejoice; O rejoice, temple of the Lord; 

rejoice, thou lamp ablaze with light, and divine table of the Lord; rejoice, O glory of all the 

Orthodox; rejoice, O Mary, pure Mother of Christ God; O fiery throne, rejoice; rejoice, O tabernacle 

and most blameless Maid; rejoice, thou flaming bush unburnt; rejoice, O hope of all. 

 

Tone 2 

Eothinon 2 (Nassar, 201; Kazan Sun. Mat., 169) 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.   

 

They who were with Mary came and brought with them ointments; and as they were at a loss how to 

achieve their desire, they saw that the stone had been rolled, and a divine young man removed all 

anxiety and trouble from their souls by saying, The Lord Jesus hath risen.  Wherefore, they 

proclaimed to His Disciples, that they should hasten to Galilee and behold Him, risen from the dead; 

for He is the Lord, the Giver of life. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Most blessed art thou, O Virgin Theotokos, for through Him that was incarnate of thee is Hades 

despoiled, Adam is recalled from the dead, the curse is made void, Eve is set free, death is slain, and 

we are endowed with life.  Wherefore, in hymns of praise, we cry aloud: Blessed art thou, O Christ 

our God, who is thus well pleased, glory to thee. 

 

21.) Great Doxology - Tone 2 (Serv. Bk.,75-6; Kazan Sun. Mat., 225, Nassar, 118) 

 

22.) Troparion: "Today is salvation…", Tone 4 (Serv. Bk., 76) 

 

Tone 4 

Today is salvation come into the world.  Let us sing praises to Him who arose from the grave, the 

Author of our life; for having by Death destroyed death, He hath given us victory and Great Mercy. 
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DIVINE LITURGY 

September 7, 2014 

Sunday before the Exaltation of the Holy Cross and 

Fore-feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos 

Tone 4 / Eothinon 2 

 

Saints of the Day: Martyr Sozon of Cilicia; Apostles Euodos and Onesiphoros of the Seventy; John, archbishop 

of Novgorod; Venerable Cloud of Nogent-sur-Seine 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) During the Little Entrance: The apolytikion of the Resurrection in Tone 4 

 

Tone 4 

The Apolytikion of the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 162; Kazan Sun. Mat, 18) 

 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women Disciples cast 

from them their parental condemnation, and proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying, Death 

hath been spoiled.  Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

 

2.) The Entrance Hymn(Eisodikon): 

 

O come let us worship and fall down before Christ, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, save 

us who sing unto thee: Alleluia 

 

3.) After the Entrance we chant: 

 

Tone 4 

The Apolytikion of the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 162; Kazan Sun. Mat, 18) 

 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women Disciples cast 

from them their parental condemnation, and proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death 

hath been spoiled.  Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

 

Tone 4 - (**Joseph was amazed**) 

The Apolytikion for the For-feast of Nativity of the Theotokos (Men. Sept. 7, Vesp.) 

 

From the root of Jesse and the loins of David the great king, Mary, the child of God is born for our 

sake on this day. Hence, all creation exulteth on its renewal. Both Heaven and the earth rejoice 

together now. Praise her, O ye tribes of nations here below. The righteous Joachim rejoiceth, and 

Anna keepeth feast, crying out: The barren beareth the Theotokos, the nourisher of our life. 

 

Apolytikion of the Patron Saint or Titular Feast of the Church 
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Tone 3 - (**On this day the Virgin**) 

Kontakion for the For-feast of Nativity of the Theotokos (Nassar, 282) 

 

On this day the Virgin Maid, Mary the pure Theotokos, the unentered bride-chamber of the great 

Heavenly Bridegroom, now is born of barren Anna by the divine will, to be made ready for God the 

Word as His chariot: for which she was ordained as the gate of God and the very Mother of Life. 

 

4.) The Trisagion (“Holy God… ”) as usual. 

 

5.) Epistle 

Galatians 6:11-18 (Sunday before the Exaltation of the Holy Cross) 

 

6.) Gospel 

John 3:13-17 (Sunday before the Exaltation of the Holy Cross) 

 

7.) The Megalynarion: “It is truly meet… ”  

 

8.) The Koinonikon:  “Praise the Lord … Alleluia.”     

 

9.) Post-Communion:  “We have seen the true Light…” as usual.  ONCE.  

 

10.) At the Great Dismissal, the priest says, “May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the 

intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother, whose Nativity we prepare to celebrate” 

... “Through the prayers…” 

 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Euodos: EV-oh-dos 

Onesiphoros: oh-nee-see-FOH-ros 

Cloud: KLOO 

Nogent-sur-Seine: no-zhan-suer-sen 
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