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NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the 

one for the head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 
 

Deacon:  For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from 

captivity and safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 
  

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

• During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance 

Hymn) is “O come, let us worship… save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead…” 

After the Little Entrance, chant the apolytikia in the following order: 

 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE 

Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of 

the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer 

death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. 
 

APOLYTKION OF THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL IN TONE FOUR 

(**Thou Who wast raised up**) 

Supreme Commander of the Hosts of the Heavens, * we, the unworthy, importune and beseech 

thee * that by thy supplications thou encircle us * in the shelter of the wings * of thine 

immaterial glory, * guarding us who now fall down * and cry to thee with fervor: * Deliver us 

from dangers of all kinds, * as the great Marshal of the heavenly hosts on high. 

 

• Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple. 

 

KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR 

By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach of 

barrenness; and Adam and Eve were delivered from the corruption of death; thy people do 

celebrate it, having been saved from the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give 

birth to the Theotokos, who nourisheth our life. 

 

THE EPISTLE 

(For the Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost) 

Thou, O Lord, wilt keep and preserve us.  Save me, O Lord, for the godly man has failed. 

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (1:21-2:4) 

Brethren, it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has commissioned us; He 

has put his seal upon us and given us His Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.  But I call God to 

witness against me—it was to spare you that I refrained from coming to Corinth.   Not that we 

lord it over your faith; we work with you for your joy, for you stand firm in your faith.  For I 

made up my mind not to make you another painful visit.  For if I cause you pain, who is there to 
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make me glad but the one whom I have pained?  And I wrote as I did, so that when I came I 

might not suffer pain from those who should have made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, 

that my joy would be the joy of you all.  For I wrote you out of much affliction and anguish of 

heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I 

have for you. 
 

THE GOSPEL 

(For the Fourteenth Sunday of Matthew) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (22:2-14) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

gave a marriage feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the 

marriage feast; but they would not come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who 

are invited, Behold, I have made ready my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves are killed, and 

everything is ready; come to the marriage feast.’ But they made light of it and went off, one to 

his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and 

killed them. The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and 

burned their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 

worthy. Go therefore to the thoroughfares, and invite to the marriage feast as many as you find.’ 

And those servants went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both bad and 

good; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in to look at the 

guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment; and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did 

you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the 

attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the outer darkness; there men will weep 

and gnash their teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

 

• The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Priest:  May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His 

all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving 

Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven—especially the archangel 

Michael, whose miracle at Colossae we commemorate today—at the supplication of the 

honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable 

apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose 

Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of 

our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy 

community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of the holy 

Archippos of Hierapolis; and of the Martyrs Eudoxios, Zeno, Romulus and Makarios at Melitene 

in Armenia, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save 

us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind. 

 

Priest: Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 
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Pronunciation Guide 

Archippos: AHR-khee-pohs 

Hierapolis: eer-AH-poh-lees 

Eudoxios: ev-DOHX-ee-ohs 

Makarios: mah-KAH-ree-ohs 

Melitene: meh-lee-TEE-nee 
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