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LITURGICAL TEXTS FOR SUNDAY 

November 23, 2014 

24th Sunday after Pentecost & 9th Sunday of Luke 

After-feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos  

Tone 7 / Eothinon 2 

 

Saints of the Day: Amphilokios, bishop of Iconium; Gregory, bishop of Agrigentum; Ischyrion, bishop in 

Egypt and hermit of Sketis; Venerable Sisinios the Confessor of Kyzikos 

 

GREAT VESPERS 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) We say the Sunset Psalm 104(103) 

 

2.) We chant “O Lord, I have cried ...” in Tone 7 with ten stichera, as follows: 

Six stichera for the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 183; Kazan, Vesp., 85) 

Four stichera for the Entrance of the Theotokos (Men. Nov. 23, Vesp.) 

 

Tone 7 

Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 183; Kazan, Vesp., 85) 

Verse 10: Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy name. 

Come, let us rejoice in the Lord who crushed the sight of death and lighted mankind, crying to him 

with the incorporeals, O Creator and our Savior, glory to thee.  

 

Verse 9: The righteous shall wait for me until Thou recompense me. 

For our sakes, O Savior, thou didst suffer crucifixion and burial. But thou didst cause death to die, 

for thou art God. Wherefore, do we worship thy third-day Resurrection, O Lord; glory to thee.  

 

Verse 8: Out of the depths have I cried to Thee, O Lord, Lord hear my voice. 

Verily, when the Apostles beheld the Resurrection of the Creator they were surprised, shouting in 

angelic praise, This is the honor of the Church, this is the richness of the kingdom. Wherefore, O 

thou who didst suffer for our sakes, O Lord, glory to thee.  

 

Verse 7: Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.  

Though thou wast arrested, O Christ, by the transgressors of the law, thou still remainest my God, 

and therefore I am not ashamed. And though thou wast lashed on thy back I shall not deny thee; or 

nailed upon the Cross, I shall not, hide it; for in thy Resurrection do I glory; for thy death is my life, 

O Almighty One and Lover of mankind. O Lord, glory to thee. 
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Verse 6: If Thou, O Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? For with Thee 

there is forgiveness. 

Verily, Christ God did fulfill the Davidic prophecy; for he did manifest his wonders to his Disciples 

in Zion, when he revealed of himself, that he is praised and glorified always with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit. As for the beginning without body, for he is the Word, and for these last days he did 

appear in the body and died for our sakes as man, rising by his self-same power, for he is Lover of 

mankind. 

 

Verse 5: Because of Thy name have I waited for Thee, O Lord; my soul hath waited upon Thy 

word, my soul hath hoped in the Lord. 

Thou didst descend to hades, as thou didst will, O Christ, and didst lead death captive, since thou art 

God and Lord, and didst rise on the third day, raising Adam with thee from the bonds of hades and 

its corruption, who cried saying, Glory to thy Resurrection, O thou only Lover of mankind.  

 

Tone 1 - (**O strange wonder**) 

Entrance of the Theotokos (Men. Nov. 23, Vesp.) 

Verse 4: From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch let Israel trust in the Lord. 

Let us believers exchange glad tidings, singing to the Lord with psalms and songs of praise, 

honoring His holy tabernacle, the living ark who contained the uncontainable Word; for in a 

supernatural manner is she offered to God as a babe. And Zachariah the great High Priest receiveth 

her rejoicing since she is God’s abode. 

 

Verse 3: For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is abundant redemption, and He will 

deliver Israel from all His iniquities. 

Let us believers exchange glad tidings, singing to the Lord with psalms and songs of praise, 

honoring His holy tabernacle, the living ark who contained the uncontainable Word; for in a 

supernatural manner is she offered to God as a babe. And Zachariah the great High Priest receiveth 

her rejoicing since she is God’s abode. 

 

Verse 2:  Praise the Lord, all ye nations.  Praise Him, all ye people. 

Today the living temple of holy glory, the glory of Christ our God, Who alone is blessed and 

undefiled, is presented in the Mosaic Temple, to live in its holy precincts. Wherefore, Joachim and 

Anna rejoice now with her in spirit, and the ranks of virgins praise the Lord with songs honoring His 

Mother. 

 

Verse 1: For His mercy is great towards us, and the truth of the Lord endureth forever. 

Thou art the preaching of the Prophets, O virgin Theotokos, the glory of the Apostles and pride of 

Martyrs, the renewal of the whole race of earthly ones. For through thee we are reconciled to God. 

Wherefore, we honor thy coming to the temple of the Lord, shouting unto thee and hailing thee with 

the angel, O most honored one; for we are saved by thine intercessions. 

 

Tone 8 

Doxasticon for the Entrance (Men. Nov. 23, Vesp.) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
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Since thou art sanctified, O Lady, bride of God, having proceeded after thy birth to the Temple, to be 

brought up in the Holy of Holies, verily, Gabriel was sent to thee with food. And all the heavens 

were amazed at beholding the Holy Spirit dwelling in thee. Wherefore, O pure and spotless 

Theotokos, glorified in heaven and upon earth, save our race. 

 

Tone 7 

Theotokion for the Resurrection (Nassar, 185; Kazan Vesp., 96) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

O pure Theotokos, thou wast known as a Mother in a supernatural way, and thou, didst remain virgin 

in an indescribable and incomprehensible manner. Thus came about the wonder of thy birth-giving, 

ineffable for tongue, in that thy Conception appeared dazzling to the mind, and thy birth-giving 

incomprehensible; for where God willeth he overcometh the order of nature. Therefore, since we 

know thee as Theotokos, we beseech thee ceaselessly. Intercede then for the salvation of our souls.  

 

3.) The Entrance is made with the censer, and we chant "O gladsome Light ..." followed by the Prokeimenon 

"The Lord is King ..." in Tone 6 with its stichoi. 

 

Saturday Prokeimenon in Tone Six 

 

Deacon: The Evening Prokeimenon! 

Choir (Refrain): The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. (ONCE) 

Verse 1: The Lord is robed; He is girded with strength. (Refrain) 

Verse 2: For He has established the world so that it shall never be moved. (Refrain) 

 

4.) At the Aposticha, we chant four stichera for the Resurrection from the Octoechos in Tone 7 

 

Tone 7 

Thou hast risen from the tomb, O Savior of the world, and hast raised mankind with thy body, O 

Lord, glory to thee.  

Verse 1: The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. The Lord is robed; He is 

girded with strength. 

Come, let us worship him who rose from the dead and lightened all; for he hath liberated us from the 

oppression of hades by his third-day Resurrection, granting us life and the Great Mercy. 

Verse 2: For He hath established the world so that it shall never be moved. 

When thou didst descend to hades, O Christ, thou didst lead death captive and when thou didst rise 

on the third day, thou didst raise us with thee, glorifying thy almighty Resurrection, O Lord and 

Lover of mankind. 

Verse 3: Holiness befits Thy house, O Lord, forevermore. 

Thou didst appear awe-inspiring, O Lord, whereas thou wast placed in a grave like one that 

slumbereth, and didst rise in three days as a mighty one, and didst raise with thee Adam, crying, 

Glory to thy Resurrection, O thou alone the Lover of mankind.  
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Tone 5 

Doxasticon for the Entrance (Men. Nov. 23, Vesp.) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

A joyful day and an all-solemn feast hath broken forth, for she who before birth-giving was a Virgin, 

and after birth-giving remained a Virgin, is presented today in the holy Temple. Wherefore, the old 

Zachariah, father of the Forerunner, rejoiceth and crieth with joy: Behold, she who is the hope of the 

sorrowful approacheth the Temple; for she is a saint, to be offered as a vow for the abode of the 

King of all. Let, therefore, Joachim and Anna the grandparents be glad; for they have offered the 

blameless Lady as a ewe of three years. Wherefore, O ye mothers, rejoice, and ye virgins be joyful, 

and ye childless women exchange glad tidings; for the queen of all, pre-ordained, hath opened for us 

the kingdom of heaven; rejoice, O ye nations, and be joyful. 

5.) St. Simeon's Prayer and Holy God… 

6.) At the Apolytikia, we chant: 

Tone 7 

The Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 186; Kazan, Vesp., 173) 

Thou didst shatter death by thy Cross; thou didst open paradise to the thief; thou didst turn the 

mourning of the ointment-bearing women into joy, and didst bid thine Apostles proclaim warning 

that thou hast risen, O Christ, granting the world Great Mercy. 

 

Tone 4 

Apolytikion of the Entrance of the Theotokos (Nassar, 344) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of God, and the beginning of the preaching of 

the salvation of mankind. Thou hast appeared in the Temple of God openly and hast gone before, 

preaching Christ to all. Let us shout with one thrilling voice, saying: Rejoice, O thou who art the 

fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensation. 
 

7.) Great Dismissal: 

Priest:  May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-

immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother—whose Entrance into the Holy of Holies we now 

celebrate—by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable 

Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and 

Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of the holy, glorious and right-

victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector 

of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of our 

fathers among the saints Amphilokios, bishop of Iconium; Gregory, bishop of Agrigentum; 

Ischyrion, bishop in Egypt and hermit of Sketis; Venerable Sisinios the Confessor of Kyzikos, 

whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch 

as He is good and loveth mankind. 

 

Priest: Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save 

us. 

Choir:  Amen. 
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ORTHROS 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) At the beginning of Orthros the Troparia and Theotokion  

(“O Lord, save Thy people... Do Thou who of Thine own good will... O champion dread...”) 

are always said/intoned and are NEVER chanted. 

 

2.) All six of the Orthros Psalms must be said in their entirety. 

(Note:  In the Kazan Byzantine Music volume for Orthros, there is an omission in the first introductory 

stichos.  It should read, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.”  Please make 

this correction in your books.) 

 

3.) After the Litany of Peace and the exclamation “For unto Thee are due…”  

Chant “God is the Lord…” with its stichoi 

 

Tone 7 

“God is the Lord” 

Choir (Refrain):  God is the Lord Who hath shown us light. Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of 

the Lord. 

Verse 1: O give thanks unto the Lord and call upon His Holy Name. (Refrain) 

Verse 2: All nations compassed me about: but in the Name of the Lord will I destroy 

them. (Refrain) 

Verse 3: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. (Refrain) 

 

The Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 186; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 27) 

 

Thou didst shatter death by thy Cross; thou didst open paradise to the thief; thou didst turn the 

mourning of the ointment-bearing women into joy, and didst bid thine Apostles proclaim warning 

that thou hast risen, O Christ, granting the world Great Mercy. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Thou didst shatter death by thy Cross; thou didst open paradise to the thief; thou didst turn the 

mourning of the ointment-bearing women into joy, and didst bid thine Apostles proclaim warning 

that thou hast risen, O Christ, granting the world Great Mercy. 
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Tone 4 

Apolytikion of the Entrance of the Theotokos (Nassar, 344) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of God, and the beginning of the preaching of 

the salvation of mankind. Thou hast appeared in the Temple of God openly and hast gone before, 

preaching Christ to all. Let us shout with one thrilling voice, saying: Rejoice, O thou who art the 

fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensation. 
 

4.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For Thine is the might...” 

 

5.) The Seventh Tone Resurrectional & After-festal Kathismata (Nassar, 186; Kazan Sun. Mat., 39; Men. Nov. 

23 Mat.) 

 (Plain Reading) 

 

First Kathisma 

Verily, Life was placed in a grave, and a seal was placed on the stone, and the soldiers guarded 

Christ as they would a slumbering king. The angels, therefore, did glorify Him; for He was a 

deathless God, and the women cried, saying: The Lord hath risen, Who giveth the world Great 

Mercy. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

O Lord Christ, Thou hast led Death captive by Thy three-day burial, and didst raise corrupt man by 

Thy life-bearing Resurrection. Wherefore, glory to Thee, O Thou alone the Lover of mankind. 

 

(For the Entrance) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Verily, the fruit of Joachim and Anna the righteous, who nourished our lives, is offered to God in 

His holy Temple as a babe in the flesh, whom the noble Zachariah blessed. Wherefore, let us all 

bless her in faith; for she is the Mother of our Lord. 

 

Second Kathisma 

While the tomb was sealed, Thou didst shine forth from it, O Life. While the doors were closed, 

Thou didst come in to Thy Disciples, O Christ God, Resurrection of all, renewing in us through them 

an upright spirit, according to the greatness of Thy mercy. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The women bearing ointment mixed with tears did hasten to Thy grave. And when they saw the 

soldiers guarding Thee, O King of all, they said to themselves: Who shall roll for us the stone? But 

the Messenger of the great counsel did rise, trampling down Death. Wherefore, O Almighty One, O 

Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

(For the Entrance) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Thou wast consecrated to God before thou wast conceived. And since thou wast born on earth thou 

wast offered unto Him, fulfilling purity by a promise. And having been presented in purity from thy 

childhood in the divine Temple with brilliant lamps, being thyself a divine temple in truth, thou wast 

revealed as a vessel of the unapproachable divine Light. Great, therefore, is thy procession in truth, 

O alone the ever-Virgin bride of God. 
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6.) Benedictions (Evlogetaria) in Tone 5. 

 

7.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For blessed is Thy Name ...” 

 

8.) The Hypakoë, Anabathmoi and the Prokeimenon with its accompanying stichos are all from the Octoechos 

Tone 7. (Nassar, 187; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 60). 

 

9.) The 2nd Eothinon Gospel (Nassar, 200) is chanted from the Holy Table. 

 

10.) Following "In that we have beheld the Resurrection of Christ ..."  

(Nassar, 113; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

**In the last line of this prayer in several Archdiocesan publications, there is an erroneous omission. It 

should read: “for in that He endured the Cross for us, He hath destroyed death by death.” 

 

11.) Psalm 50 (Nassar, 82; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

 

12.) Troparia following Psalm 50 as usual (Serv. Bk., 67; Kazan Sun. Mat., 67-8) 

 

13.) The Intercession then follows. 

 

14.) Read the Kontakion & Oikos, then the Synaxarion 

 

Seventh Tone Resurrectional Kontakion and Oikos (Plain Reading) 

 

The power of death no longer rules over us, for Christ hath come destroying and crushing its power. 

Hades is bound and the prophets together proclaim: The Savior hath appeared saying to the faithful; 

come forth to the Resurrection. 

 

Today, Hades and death tremble before One of the Trinity. The earth quakes and the gates of Hades, 

seeing Thee, art seized with fear. All creation, together with the prophets, doth rejoice and sing a 

hymn of victory to our God and Savior Who hath trampled the power of death. Let us cry out and 

shout to Adam, and those of Adam: This Tree leads to paradise; come, faithful, to the Resurrection. 

 

THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading) 

On November 23 in the Holy Orthodox Church we continue to celebrate the Entrance of the 

Theotokos into the Holy of Holies, and we commemorate our father among the saints Amphilokios, 

bishop of Iconium. 

Verses 

Sent forth in dead man’s dress, O Amphilokios, 

Though dead, thou dost scatter spiritual ambushes. 

On the twenty-third, death took Amphilokios. 

 

Amphilokios was a friend of St. Basil the Great and other great saints of the fourth century. He lived 

in a cave in asceticism for forty years. After that, he was consecrated Bishop of Iconium. He took 

part in the Second Ecumenical Council in 381. He zealously fought the impious Macedonius and the 

Arians. He personally begged Emperor Theodosius the Great to expel all the Arians from every city 

in the empire, but the emperor did not heed him. Days later, Amphilokios came before the emperor 

again, but ignored his son, Arcadius, sitting next to him. The saint said to the enraged emperor: “Do 
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you see, O Emperor, how you do not tolerate disrespect to your son? So too, God the Father does not 

tolerate disrespect to His Son, and is disgusted with the corruptness of those who blaspheme Him.” 

Amphilokios died in great old age in 395. 

 

On this day, we also commemorate our father among the saints Gregory, bishop of Agrigentum; 

Ischyrion, bishop in Egypt and hermit of Sketis; and Venerable Sisinios the Confessor of Kyzikos. 

By their intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 

 

15.) Katabasias of the First Canon of Christ’s Nativity in Tone 1 (Nassar, 404; Kazan Men., 68) 

 

Tone 1 

Ode 1. Christ is born, glorify Him. Christ is come from heaven, receive Him. Christ is on earth, be 

ye elevated. Sing to the Lord, all the earth; and ye nations, praise Him with joy; for He hath been 

glorified. 

 

Ode 3. Let us cry unto the Son, born of the Father before the ages without transubstantiation, Christ 

God Who hath been incarnate in these last days of the Virgin, without seed, shouting, O Thou Who 

hath elevated our state, Thou art holy, O Lord. 

 

Ode 4. O praised Christ, a stem hath come out of Jesse, and from it hast sprouted a Flower from a 

dense and shadowed mountain, O immaterial God, coming incarnate from the Virgin that hath not 

known man. Glory, therefore, to Thy might, O Lord. 

 

Ode 5. Since Thou art the God of peace and the Father of mercies, O Lover of mankind, Thou didst 

send to us the great Messenger of Thy mind, granting us Thy peace. Therefore, have we been led 

aright to the light of divine knowledge, glorifying Thee as we come out of darkness. 

 

Ode 6. The sea-monster did disgorge Jonah from its belly, as it received him safely like a fetus. As 

for the Word, when He dwelt in the Virgin, taking from her a body, He was born, preserving her 

without corruption, and without transubstantiation, preserving His Mother without harm. 

 

Ode 7. The youths having grown together in true worship, despising the command of the infidel, 

were not dismayed by the threat of fire; but were singing as they stood in the midst of the flames: 

Blessed art Thou, God of our fathers. 

 

We praise, we bless, and we worship the Lord. 

 

Ode 8. Verily, the dewy furnace did shadow the sign of the supernatural wonder; for it burned not 

the youths whom it received, as the fire of divinity also burned not the womb of the Virgin in which 

it dwelt. Wherefore, let us offer praise with song, saying: Let all creation praise the Lord, exalting 

Him evermore, to the end of ages. 

 

16.) Magnification "More honorable…" with its verses; (Serv. Bk., 70; Kazan Sun. Mat., 76) 

 

Verse: My soul doth magnify the Lord; and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

Refrain: More honorable than the Cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim: 

thou who without stain bearest God the Word, and art truly Theotokos, we magnify thee. 
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Verse: For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaid; for behold from henceforth all 

generations shall call me blessed. (Refrain) 

Verse: For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is His Name; and His mercy is on them 

that fear him, throughout all generations. (Refrain) 

Verse: He hath showed strength in his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 

hearts. (Refrain) 

Verse: He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 

hath filled the empty with good things, and the rich hath he sent away empty. (Refrain) 

Verse: He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers, 

Abraham and his seed forever. (Refrain) 

17.) Ninth Katabasia of the First Canon of Christ’s Nativity in Tone 1 

 

Tone 1 

Ode 9. Magnify, O my soul, her who is more honorable and more exalted in glory than the heavenly 

hosts. 

I behold a strange and wonderful mystery: the cave a heaven, the Virgin a cherubic throne, and the 

manger a noble place in which hath laid Christ the uncontained God. Let us, therefore, praise and 

magnify Him. 

 

18.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation "For all the powers of heaven..."  

 

19.) Exaposteilaria we chant “Holy is the Lord our God. (thrice) … Exalt ye the Lord our God and worship at 

His footstool for He is holy.” Then we chant the following:  

 

Tone 2 

Eothinon 2 (Nassar, 201; Kazan Sun. Mat., 84) 

 

Verily, when the ointment-bearing women saw the stone rolled, they rejoiced; for they saw a young 

man sitting at the grave who said to them, Behold, Christ hath risen, say to the Disciples with Peter 

to hasten to the mountain; for there He shall appear to you, O ye His beloved ones, as He foretold 

you. 

 

Tone 2 - (**Hearken, ye women**) 

The Exaposteilarion of the Entrance (Men. Nov. 23, Mat.) 

 

In faith, let us extol Mary, the Maiden of God, whom in the multitude of Prophets of old foretold, as 

being a jar, a rod, a tablet, and an unhewn mountain; for today doth she enter into the Holy of Holies 

to be brought up for the Lord. 
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20.) Praises (Ainoi) in Tone 7 with eight stichera:  

Four stichera for the Resurrection (Nassar, 188; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 152) 

Four stichera for the Entrance (the festal ones) in Tone 1 (Nassar, 348) 

 

Tone 7 

Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 188; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 152) 

Verse 8: This glory shall be to all His saints. 

Christ hath risen from the dead, loosening the bonds of death.  Be of good cheer, and  of great joy, 

and, O Heavens, praise the glory of God. 

 

Verse 7: Praise God in His sanctuary: praise Him in the firmament of His power. 

Seeing the Resurrection of Christ, let us worship the holy Lord Jesus, who alone is blameless of all 

error. 

 

Verse 6: Praise Him for His mighty acts:  praise Him according to His excellent greatness. 

Verily, we cease not worshipping the Resurrection of Christ; for we are saved from our sins.  Holy, 

therefore, is the Lord Jesus who did manifest the Resurrection. 

 

Verse 5: Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet: praise Him with the psaltery and harp. 

With what shall we reward the Lord for all that He hath given us?  For God, for our sakes, dwelt 

among men; and for corrupt nature the Word became flesh and lived among us.  Yea, He hath done 

this, the Benefactor of ingrates, the Savior of captives, the Sun of justice to those lying in darkness, 

the Passionless on the Cross, the Light in hades, the Life in death, the Resurrection of the fallen.  

Wherefore, do we cry to Him, O our God, glory to thee. 

 

Tone 1 

Entrance (the festal ones) (Nassar, 348) 

 

Verse 4: Praise him with the timbrel and dance; praise him with stringed instruments and organs. 

The lamp-carrying virgins accompanied the ever-Virgin one rejoicing; truly prophesying in the spirit 

of the future; for the Theotokos, being the temple of God, was brought into the Temple from her 

childhood in virginal glory. 

 

Verse 3: Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high-sounding cymbals.  Let 

everything that hath breath praise the Lord. 

The Theotokos, in truth, who is a holy promise and a very precious fruit, hath appeared unto the 

world as more exalted than all creatures. And being presented with true worship in the house of God, 

she fulfilleth the parental vow, preserved of the divine spirit. 

 

Verse 2: The virgins that follow after her shall be brought unto the King, those near her shall be 

brought unto Thee. 

Thou hast borne for the world, O Virgin, nourished by faith with heavenly bread in the Temple, the 

Bread of life, to whom thou wast formerly betrothed mystically by the Spirit; for thou a chosen 

temple, free of all blame, became a bride unto the Father. 
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Verse 1: They shall be brought with gladness and rejoicing, they shall be brought into the temple 

of the King. 

Let the God-receiving Temple be opened, for Joachim hath taken her who is the temple of the King 

of all and His throne and placed her in glory therein, offering her as a Nazarene to the Lord Who 

hath chosen her as a Mother to Himself. 

 

Tone 2 

Eothinon 2 (Nassar, 201; Kazan Sun. Mat., 169) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.   

 

They who were with Mary came and brought with them ointments; and as they were at a loss how to 

achieve their desire, they saw that the stone had been rolled, and a divine young man removed all 

anxiety and trouble from their souls by saying, The Lord Jesus hath risen.  Wherefore, they 

proclaimed to His Disciples, that they should hasten to Galilee and behold Him, risen from the dead; 

for He is the Lord, the Giver of life. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Most blessed art thou, O Virgin Theotokos, for through Him that was incarnate of thee is Hades 

despoiled, Adam is recalled from the dead, the curse is made void, Eve is set free, death is slain, and 

we are endowed with life.  Wherefore, in hymns of praise, we cry aloud: Blessed art thou, O Christ 

our God, who is thus well pleased, glory to thee. 

 

21.) Great Doxology - Tone 2 (Serv. Bk.,75-6; Kazan Sun. Mat., 225, Nassar, 118) 

 

22.) Troparion: "Having risen again from the tomb …" Tone 8 (Serv. Bk., 76) 

 

Tone 8 

Having risen from the tomb, and having burst the bonds of Hades, Thou didst loose the 

condemnation of Death, O Lord, releasing all mankind from the snares of the enemy. Having 

manifested Thyself to Thine Apostles, Thou didst send them forth to proclaim Thee; and through 

them Thou hast granted Thy peace unto the civilized world, O Thou Who alone art plenteous in 

mercy. 
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DIVINE LITURGY 

November 23, 2014 

24th Sunday after Pentecost and 9th Sunday of Luke 

After-Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos  

Tone 7 / Eothinon 2 

 

Saints of the Day: Amphilokios, bishop of Iconium; Gregory, bishop of Agrigentum; Ischyrion, bishop in 

Egypt and hermit of Sketis; Venerable Sisinios the Confessor of Kyzikos 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) Antiphons: 

 

The First Antiphon 

a. Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised: in the city of our God and in His holy mountain. 

Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

 

b. God is known in her palaces for a refuge. As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the 

Lord of hosts, in the city of our God. (Refrain) 

c. Glory… Both now… (Refrain) 

 

The Second Antiphon 

a. The Most High hath sanctified His tabernacle. Holiness and majesty are in His sanctuary. 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 

 

b. This is the gate of the Lord, by which the righteous shall enter. (Refrain) 

c. Holy is Thy temple, and wonderful in righteousness. (Refrain) 

d. Glory… Both now… O, only begotten Son and Word of God… 

 

2.) During the Little Entrance, the Third Antiphon: Even the rich among the people shall entreat thy favor. The 

King’s daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold. Virgins shall be brought to the King after 

her: her companions shall be brought unto Thee. (Now sing the Apolytikion of the Entrance below.) 

 

Tone 4 

The Apolytikion of the Entrance of the Theotokos (Nassar, 348) 

 

Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of God, and the beginning of the preaching of 

the salvation of mankind. Thou hast appeared in the Temple of God openly and hast gone before, 

preaching Christ to all. Let us shout with one thrilling voice, saying: Rejoice, O thou who art the 

fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensation. 
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3.) The Entrance Hymn (Eisodikon): 

 

O come let us worship and fall down before Christ, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, save 

us who sing unto thee: Alleluia 

 

4.) After the Entrance we chant: 

 

Tone 7 

The Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 186; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 27) 

 

Thou didst shatter death by thy Cross; thou didst open paradise to the thief; thou didst turn the 

mourning of the ointment-bearing women into joy, and didst bid thine Apostles proclaim warning 

that thou hast risen, O Christ, granting the world Great Mercy. 

 

Tone 4 

Apolytikion of the Entrance of the Theotokos (Men. Nov. 23, Vesp.) 

Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of God, and the beginning of the preaching of 

the salvation of mankind. Thou hast appeared in the Temple of God openly and hast gone before, 

preaching Christ to all. Let us shout with one thrilling voice, saying: Rejoice, O thou who art the 

fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensation. 
 

Apolytikion of the Patron Saint or Titular Feast of the Church 

 

Tone 4 - (**Thou Who wast raised up**) 

Kontakion of the Entrance (Nassar, 349) 

The all-pure temple of the Savior, the most precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the treasure-house 

of the glory of God, today enters the Temple of the Lord, bringing with her the grace which is in the 

divine Spirit: whom also the angels of God do celebrate in song; for she is the heavenly tabernacle. 

 

5.) The Trisagion (“Holy God…”) as usual. 

 

6.) Epistle 

Ephesians 2:14-22 (24th Sunday after Pentecost) 

 

7.) Gospel 

Luke (12:16-21) (9th Sunday of Luke) 

 

8.) The Megalynarion: "It is truly meet…”  

 

9.) The Koinonikon:  “Praise the Lord … Alleluia.”     

 

10.) Post-Communion:  “We have seen the true Light …” as usual.  ONCE.  
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11.) Great Dismissal: 

 

Priest:  May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-

immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother—whose Entrance into the Holy of Holies we now 

celebrate—by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable 

Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and 

Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John 

Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the 

holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., 

the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, 

Joachim and Anna; of our fathers among the saints Amphilokios, bishop of Iconium; Gregory, 

bishop of Agrigentum; Ischyrion, bishop in Egypt and hermit of Sketis; Venerable Sisinios the 

Confessor of Kyzikos, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us 

and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind. 

 

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save 

us. 

 

Choir:  Amen. 

 

 

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE 

Agrigentum: ah-grih-GEN-tum 

Amphilokios: am-fee-LOH-kee-ohs 

Iconium: ee-KOH-nee-um 

Ischyrion: ees-KHEE-ree-on 

Sketis: SKEH-tees 
Sisinios: see-SEE-nee-ohs 

Kyzikos: KEE-zee-kohs 
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