May 25, 2016	Liturgy Variables 3	Mid-Pentecost

Divine Liturgy Variables on Wednesday, May 25, 2016
Feast of Mid-Pentecost &
Third Discovery of the Head of John the Baptist

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the one for the head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese.

Deacon: 	For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and safe return, let us pray to the Lord.
 
Choir: 	Lord, have mercy.

	The Priest begins Divine Liturgy with “Blessed is the Kingdom” and the choir responds “Amen.” Bearing the Paschal Candle, the Priest then leads the singing of the Paschal Apolytikion and censes the west side of the Altar Table.


Priest: 	Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death; and upon those in the tombs bestowing life!

	The Choir then sings this twice, and the Liturgy continues with the Great Litany.


THE FIRST ANTIPHON
Verse:	Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing to His Name, give glory to His praises.

Refrain: 	Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

Verse:	Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee. Let it sing a song to Thy Name, O Most High. (Refrain)

Glory… Both now… (Refrain)

THE SECOND ANTIPHON
Verse:	May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to shine upon us, and have mercy upon us.

Refrain: 	Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

Verse:	That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation among all nations; let the people give thanks to Thee, O God, let all the people give thanks to Thee. (Refrain)

Verse:	May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear Him. (Refrain)

Glory… Both now… O, only begotten Son and Word of God…

THE THIRD ANTIPHON
Verse:	Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let those who hate Him flee from before His face.

Refrain: 	Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon those in the tombs, bestowing life!

Verse:	As smoke vanishes, so let them vanish, as wax melts before the fire. (Refrain)
Verse:	So let sinners perish before the face of God, and let the righteous be glad. (Refrain)

Verse:	This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Refrain)

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF PASCHA
In the gathering places bless ye God the Lord, from the springs of Israel. Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia.

	Now sing these apolytikia in the following order.


APOLYTIKION FOR MID-PENTECOST IN TONE EIGHT
In the midst of this Feast, O Savior, give Thou my thirsty soul to drink of the waters of true worship; for Thou didst call out to all, saying: Whosoever is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. Wherefore, O Christ our God, Fountain of life, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION FOR THIRD DISCOVERY OF THE BAPTIST’S HEAD IN TONE FOUR
(**Be quick to anticpate**)
Christ God hath revealed to us thy truly ven'rable head * as a divine treasure that had been concealed in the earth, O Prophet and Forerunner. * Wherefore, as we gather on the feast of its finding, * with our hymns inspired of God, we praise Christ the Savior, * Who by thy mighty prayers saveth us from every kind of harm.

	Do NOT sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.


KONTAKION FOR MID-PENTECOST IN TONE FOUR (**Thou Who wast raised up**)
O Sovereign Master and Creator of all things, * O Christ our God, Thou didst cry unto those present * at the Judaic Mid-feast and address them thus: * Come and draw the water of * immortality freely. * Wherefore, we fall down before * Thee and faithfully cry out: * Grant Thy compassions unto us, O Lord, * for Thou art truly the Well-spring of life for all.

THE EPISTLE
(For St. John the Baptist)
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. Hearken unto my voice, O God.
The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (4:6-15)
Brethren, it is the God Who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," Who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For while we live we are always being given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. Since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, "I believed, and so I spoke," we too believed, and so we speak, knowing that He Who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into His presence. For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

THE GOSPEL
(For Mid-Pentecost)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (7:14-30)
About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and taught. The Jews marveled at it saying, “How is it that this man has learning, when He has never studied?” So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not Mine, but His Who sent me; if any man’s will is to do his will, he shall know whether the teacher is from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority. He who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory; but he who seeks the glory of Him Who sent Him is true, and in Him there is not falsehood. Did not Moses give you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why do you seek to kill Me?” The people answered, “You have a demon! Who is seeking to kill Thee?” Jesus answered them, “I did one deed, and you all marvel at it. Moses gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise a man upon the Sabbath. If on the Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the law of Moses may not be broken, are you angry with Me because on the Sabbath I made a man’s whole body well? Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.” Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, “Is not this the man Whom they seek to kill? And here He is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to Him! Can it be that the authorities really know that this is the Christ? Yet we know where this man comes from; and when the Christ appears, no one will know from where He comes.” So Jesus proclaimed, as He taught in the temple, “You know Me, and you know from where I come. But I have not come of My own accord; He Who sent me is true, and Him you do not know. I know Him, for I come from Him, and He sent me.” So they sought to arrest Him; but no one laid hands on Him, because His hour had not yet come.

MEGALYNARION FOR MID-PENTECOST IN TONE EIGHT
Virginity is alien to mothers, and childbirth is foreign to virgins; in thee, O Theotokos, both were granted. Wherefore, all we the tribes of the earth bless thee unceasingly. 

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) OF MID-PENTECOST IN TONE EIGHT
He that eateth My Flesh and drinketh My Blood abideth in Me and I in him, saith the Lord. Alleluia.

	Instead of “We have seen the true light,” sing “Christ is Risen” once.

THE GREAT DISMISSAL

Priest: 	May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John—as we celebrate the third discovery of his head on this day—of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.

Priest:	Christ is risen! (THRICE)

People:	Truly, He is risen! (THRICE)

Priest:	Glory to His holy, third-day Resurrection!

People:	We adore His holy, third-day Resurrection!

Priest:  	Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death, and upon those in the tombs… 

People:	…bestowing life!
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