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NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany in all services 

before the one for the head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 
 

Deacon:  For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from 

captivity and safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 
  

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

Great Vespers on Saturday, May Great Vespers on Saturday, May Great Vespers on Saturday, May Great Vespers on Saturday, May 09; Tone 409; Tone 409; Tone 409; Tone 4    
 

1.)  All services of Bright Season begin as follows: 

Priest: Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
 

Choir: Amen. 
 

Priest:   Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death, and upon those in 

the tombs bestowing life! 
 

Choir:   Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death, and upon those in 

the tombs bestowing life! (TWICE) 

 

2.)  The reader then says Psalm 103, and then the deacon offers the Great Litany. 

 

3.)  We chant “O Lord, I Have Cried” in Tone 4 with ten troparia: 

 

For the Resurrection from the Octoechos in Tone Four 

Verse 10. Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy Name. 

We worship untiringly Thy quickening Cross, O Christ God, and glorify Thy third-day 

Resurrection; for by it, O Almighty, Thou hast renewed the corrupt nature of mankind, and made 

plain to us the ascent to heaven; for Thou alone art good and the Lover of mankind. 

 

Verse 9. The righteous shall wait for me until Thou recompense me. 

When Thou wast willingly nailed upon the Cross, O Savior, Thou didst solve the problem caused 

by the tree of sin. And when Thou didst descend into Hades, Thou didst break the bonds of 

death, since Thou art a mighty God. Wherefore, we worship Thy Resurrection from the dead, 

shouting with joy, O Almighty Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

Verse 8. Out of the depths have I cried to Thee, O Lord, Lord hear my voice. 

Thou didst demolish by Thy Death, O Lord, the gates of Hades; Thou didst dissolve the realm of 

death; and didst free the human race from corruption, granting the world life and incorruptibility 

and Great Mercy. 
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Verse 7. Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 

Come, ye nations, let us praise the third-day Resurrection of the Savior, by which we were 

delivered from the unbreakable bonds of Hades, and by which we have all received life and 

incorruption, crying, O Thou Who wast crucified, buried, and Who didst rise, save us by Thy 

Resurrection, O Thou only Lover of mankind. 

 

For Mid-Pentecost from the Pentcostarion in Tone Four (**O Lord, when Thou didst ascend**) 

Verse 6. If Thou, O Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? For with Thee 

there is forgiveness. 

There is come now the middle of those days * which commence with Christ God’s saving Rising 

and which are sealed * by Pentecost, that divine day. * Illuminated by both the feasts and joining 

both, * it is radiant and also * is now rendered majestic, * manifesting and showing the presence 

of * the great glory of the Ascension of our Master, Christ. 

 

Verse 5. Because of Thy Name have I waited for Thee, O Lord; my soul hath waited upon Thy 

word, my soul hath hoped in the Lord. 

Zion heard and rejoiced when it received * the glad tidings of Christ’s Resurrection from Hades’ 

realms. * And all of her faithful offspring * were filled with joy on beholding Him Who by the 

grace * of the Spirit doth wash away * all the stain of Christ’s murder. * It doth prepare to 

celebrate festively * the joyous Mid-festal and holy day of both the feasts. 

 

Verse 4. From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch let Israel trust in the Lord. 

The bountiful pouring forth of the Divine * Spirit upon all is now at hand, as the Scripture 

saith: * This is proclaimed by the mid-point * of the blest period after Christ God’s death * and 

His burial and rising,* when He gave His disciples * His unfailing and true promise, which 

revealed * and showed forth most clearly the coming of the Comforter. 

 

For the Samaritan Woman from the Pentcostarion in Tone One 

Verse 3. For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is abundant redemption, and He will 

deliver Israel from all his iniquities. 

At the sixth hour Thou didst come to the well, O Fountain of wonder, to ensnare the fruit of Eve; 

for that one, at the very same hour, had been driven from paradise by the serpent’s temptation. 

Then the Samaritan woman came to draw water, and when Thou didst see her, O Savior, Thou 

didst say to her: Give Me water to drink, and I will fill thee with everlasting water. And that 

chaste woman hastened at once to the city and said to the crowds: Come and see Christ the Lord, 

the Savior of our souls. 
 

Also for the Samaritan Woman from the Pentcostarion in Tone Two 

Verse 2. Praise the Lord, all ye nations; praise Him, all ye people. 

When the compassionate Lord came to the well, the Samaritan woman asked Him, saying: Give 

me the water of faith, O Giver of life, that I may take the water of baptism for delight and for 

salvation; O Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

Verse 1. For His mercy is great toward us, and the truth of the Lord endureth forever. 

The Son, the Word of the Father, co-eternal and co-beginningless, the Fountain of wonders, 

came to the spring, where a woman of Samaria came to draw water. And when the Savior saw 

her, He said unto her: Give me water to drink, and go call thy husband. But she, addressing Him 
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as Man and not as God, wished to withhold herself from Him, saying, I have no husband. And 

the Master replied, Thou hast said the truth that thou hast no husband; for thou hast had five 

husbands, and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband. And she, bewildered by these words, 

went to the city and shouted to the crowds, saying: Come and behold Christ, Who granteth the 

world the Great Mercy. 

 

DOXASTICON FOR THE SAMARITAN WOMAN IN TONE SIX 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

At Jacob’s well, Jesus met the Samaritan woman. He Who screened the earth with clouds asked 

water of her. What wonder, that He Who rideth on the cherubim converseth with an adulterous 

woman. He asked water Who suspended the earth on the waters. He seeketh water Who caused 

the springs of water and their lakes to overflow. Yea, that He may draw to Him the truth 

ensnared by the contending enemy, and give her water to drink who was inflamed with ugly 

vices; for He alone is compassionate and the Lover of mankind. 

 

THEOTOKION FOR THE RESURRECTION IN TONE FOUR 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

David the Prophet who became through thee, O Theotokos, the grandparent of God, before time 

sang of thee in praise, and shouted to Him who worked wonders through thee, saying, The queen 

did rise on Thy right; for God hath shown thee to be a Mother bringing forth life, in that He was 

willing to appear incarnate from thee without father, renewing the creation of His likeness, 

corrupt with suffering, in order to find the sheep lost in the hills, and carry it on His shoulders, 

and offer it to the Father, and add it, through His will, to the heavenly hosts, and to save the 

whole world; for He is the reigning Christ, Possessor of rich and Great Mercy. 

 

4.)  The Entrance is made with the censer, and we chant “O gladsome Light ...” followed by 

the Prokeimenon “The Lord is King ...” in Tone 6 with its stichoi. 

 

SATURDAY PROKEIMENON IN TONE SIX 

Deacon: The Evening Prokeimenon! 
 

Choir: The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. (ONCE) 
 

Verse 1. The Lord is robed; He is girded with strength. (Refrain) 
 

Verse 2. For He has established the world so that it shall never be moved. (Refrain) 

 

5.)  The deacon offers the Litany of Fervent Supplication, and the people then say the 

Evening Prayer “Vouchsafe, O Lord.” The deacon offers the Litany of Supplication, and 

the priest offers “The Peace” and the Prayer of the Bowing of Heads. 

 

6.)  At the Aposticha, we chant the following: 

 

APOSTICHON FOR THE RESURRECTION IN TONE FOUR 

When Thou wast lifted up upon the Cross, O Lord, Thou didst expunge our ancestral curse; and 

when Thou didst descend to Hades, Thou didst free those who were bound from eternity, 

granting the human race incorruptibility. Wherefore, we offer praise, glorifying Thy third-day 

Resurrection. 
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THE PASCHAL STICHERA IN TONE FIVE 

Verse 1.  Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let those who hate Him flee from 

before His face. 

Today Christ, our saving Pascha, hath been revealed unto us a noble Pascha; the Pascha new and 

holy; the mystical Pascha; the Pascha all august; the blameless Pascha; the great Pascha; the 

Pascha of the faithful; the Pascha which openeth unto us the gates of paradise; the Pascha which 

sanctifieth all the faithful. 

 

Verse 2.  As smoke vanisheth, so let them vanish; as wax melteth before the fire. 

O come from the vision, ye women, heralds of good tidings, and say ye unto Zion: Receive from 

us the glad tidings of the joy of the Resurrection of Christ. Rejoice, O Jerusalem, and leap for 

joy, in that thou beholdest Christ the King like a bridegroom come forth from the grave. 

 

Verse 3.  So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and let the righteous be glad. 

When the ointment-bearing women stood, very early in the morning, before the tomb of the Life-

giver, they found an angel sitting upon the stone. And he cried out unto them, saying: Why seek 

ye the Living among the dead? Why mourn ye the Incorruptible amidst corruption? Go, proclaim 

the glad tidings to His Disciples. 

 

Verse 4.  This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad therein. 

The joyful Pascha, the Pascha of the Lord, the Pascha all majestic hath shone upon us! The 

Pascha in which we embrace one another with joy! O what a Pascha, delivering from sorrow! 

For today from the tomb, as from a chamber Christ shone, and hath filled the women with joy, 

saying: Proclaim the glad tidings to the Apostles. 

 

DOXASTICON FOR THE SAMARITAN WOMAN IN TONE EIGHT 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

When by Thine ineffable dispensation Thou didst appear on earth, O Christ, the Samaritan 

woman, hearing Thy philanthropic words, left off drawing water at the well and hastened, saying 

to those in the city: Come and behold the Knower of hearts: perchance He may be the expected 

Christ Whose is the Great Mercy. 

 

DOXASTICON FOR MID-PENTECOST IN TONE EIGHT 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

When Thou wast teaching at Mid-feast, O Savior, the Jews said: How knoweth this Man letters, 

having never learned? For they knew not that Thou art the Wisdom that fashioned the world; 

glory to Thee. 

 

7.)  We then say the Prayer of St. Simeon and the Trisagion Prayers. Then, we chant the 

apolytikia of the day. 

 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women disciples of 

the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the 

Disciples, saying, Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 
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APOLYTIKION FOR MID-PENTECOST IN TONE EIGHT 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages. Amen. 

In the midst of this Feast, O Savior, give Thou my thirsty soul to drink of the waters of true 

worship; for Thou didst call out to all, saying: Whosoever is thirsty, let him come to Me and 

drink. Wherefore, O Christ our God, Fountain of life, glory to Thee. 

 

8.) The Priest then offers the Dismissal. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Priest:  May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His 

all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving 

Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the 

honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable 

apostles; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing 

Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous 

ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of the holy and glorious Great-martyr Photeini, the 

Samaritan Woman; of the Apostle Simon the Zealot; and Venerable Laurence of Egypt, whose 

memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He 

is good and loveth mankind. 

 

Priest: Christ is risen! (THRICE) 
 

People: Truly, He is risen! (THRICE) 
 

Priest: Glory to His holy, third-day Resurrection! 
 

People: We adore His holy, third-day Resurrection! 
 

Priest:   Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death, and upon those in 

the tombs…  
 

People: …bestowing life! 

 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Maura: classical, MAHV-rah; OR anglicized, MORE-ah 

Argolis: ar-GOH-lis 
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Orthros on Sunday, May Orthros on Sunday, May Orthros on Sunday, May Orthros on Sunday, May 10101010, 2015, 2015, 2015, 2015    

Tone Tone Tone Tone 4444    / Eothinon / Eothinon / Eothinon / Eothinon 7777 
 

1.)  All services of Bright Season begin as follows: 

Priest: Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
 

Choir: Amen. 
 

Priest:   Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death, and upon those in 

the tombs bestowing life! 
 

Choir:   Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death, and upon those in 

the tombs bestowing life! (TWICE) 

 

2.) The people then say “Glory to the Father… Both now and ever…” and then “All-holy 

Trinity” and the rest of the Trisagion Prayers. 

 

3.) The three troparia starting with “O Lord, save Thy people” are always read plainly or 

simply intoned but NEVER chanted in an assigned tone. 

 

4.)  All six of the Orthros Psalms must be read plainly, without intonation, in their entirety. 

Please note: 

 

**In the Kazan Byzantine Music volume for Orthros (Page 2), there is an omission in the 

first introductory stichos. It should read, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace, goodwill toward men.” Please make this correction in your books. 

 

**Also, do NOT follow the instruction in the “Red Service Book” (Page 45) and Kazan 

Orthros (Page 2) which calls for “Christ is risen” to replace “Glory to God in the 

highest” and “O Lord, open Thou my lips.” We would only do this if Great Vespers and 

Orthros were offered together, without interruption, in a vigil service. 

 

5.)  After the Great Litany and the priest’s exclamation “For unto Thee are due…” we chant 

“God is the Lord” with its stichoi and the apolytikia of the day. 

 

**Starting Sunday, May 3, His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH has authorized a 

correction at the singing of “God is the Lord” in every Orthros service. The refrain will 

now properly read “God is the Lord and hath appeared unto us. Blessed is He that 

cometh in the Name of the Lord.” This matches the refrain as sung in Arabic, Greek and 

all other languages. The Department of Sacred Music has provided music online to 

reflect this correction. Parishes are to download it and print it for their books. This 

change will also be reflected in all future Archdiocesan service books and publications. 

 

“GOD IS THE LORD” IN TONE FOUR 

Choir:  God is the Lord and hath appeared unto us. Blessed is He that cometh in the 

Name of the Lord. 
 

Verse 1.  O give thanks unto the Lord and call upon His Holy Name. (Refrain) 
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Verse 2.  All nations compassed me about: but in the Name of the Lord will I destroy them. 

(Refrain) 
 

Verse 3.  This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. (Refrain) 
 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women disciples of 

the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the 

Disciples, saying, Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women disciples of 

the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the 

Disciples, saying, Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

 

APOLYTIKION FOR MID-PENTECOST IN TONE EIGHT 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

In the midst of this Feast, O Savior, give Thou my thirsty soul to drink of the waters of true 

worship; for Thou didst call out to all, saying: Whosoever is thirsty, let him come to Me and 

drink. Wherefore, O Christ our God, Fountain of life, glory to Thee. 
 

6.)  The Little Litany and the priest’s exclamation “For Thine is the might...” 

 

7.) The Poetic Kathismata; note that this special, seasonal order differs from that of the 

Octoechos as found in Nassar and Kazan. 

 

RESURRECTIONAL KATHISMATA FROM THE PENTECOSTARION (Plain Reading) 

First Kathisma 

The ointment-bearing women glanced into the entrance of the tomb; and, because they could not 

bear the brilliance of the angel, they trembled in astonishment, saying, Hath He been stolen Who 

opened paradise to the thief? Or is He risen up, Who before His Passion didst preach Resurrection? 

Verily, Christ God hath risen, granting Resurrection and life to those who are in Hades. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Christ Savior, our God, because Thou art deathless; and Thou 

didst raise with Thee Thy world by Thy Resurrection, and didst crush the might of death, 

proclaiming Resurrection to all. Wherefore, do we glorify Thee, O Thou Who alone art merciful 

and the Lover of mankind. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

The Mystery which was hidden from everlasting and was unknown of the angels, O Theotokos, 

wast revealed through thee, to those who dwell upon earth. In that God, having become 

incarnate—in unconfused union—of His own good will accepted the Cross for our sake. 

Whereby He raised again the first created, and hath saved our souls from death. 
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Second Kathisma 

Gabriel descended from his sublime height wrapped in a white robe, and came to the stone where 

the Rock of Life was, and he shouted to the weeping women, saying, Cease your wailing and 

crying, and receive ye smiling joy, with comfort; for He whom ye seek weeping is verily risen. 

Wherefore, go and proclaim to the Apostles that the Lord is risen. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

Thou hast suffered crucifixion willingly, O Savior, and mortal men placed in a new tomb Thee 

Who didst establish the corners of the world with a word. Therefore, hath death the stranger been 

bound and taken captive, being defeated. And all those in Hades, cried out through Thy reviving 

Resurrection, Verily, Christ the Life-giver is risen; for He is everlastingly constant. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Joseph, thy betrothed and guardian, O Theotokos, when he beheld thy supernatural Conception 

without seed, was amazed and perplexed. But he recalled to his mind the blossoming rod of 

Aaron, the rain falling on the fleece of wool, and the bush burning with fire but not consumed, 

and he testified before the priests crying: A Virgin gives birth after remaining virgin. 

 

8.)  Benedictions (Evlogetaria) in Tone 5. (Red Service Book 62-63; Kazan Orthros 41-44) 

 

9.)  The Little Litany and the priest’s exclamation “For blessed is Thy Name...” 

 

10.)  The Hypakoë, Anabathmoi and the Prokeimenon with its accompanying stichos are all 

from the Octoechos for Tone 4. (Nassar 164-165; Kazan Orthros 52-53) 

 

11.) The priest’s exclamation “For Holy art Thou, O our God, Who restest in the Holy 

Place,” and the choir sings in Tone 2: 

 

Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. (TWICE) 
 

Stichos: Praise ye God in His saints; praise Him in the firm foundation of His power. 
 

Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. 

 

12.)  The Seventh Eothinon Gospel (John 20:1-10) is chanted from the Holy Table. 

 

13.)  We read “In that we have beheld the Resurrection of Christ ...” (Kazan Orthros 66) 

**In the last line of this prayer in several Archdiocesan publications, there is an 

erroneous omission. It should read: “for in that He endured the Cross for us, He hath 

destroyed death by death.” Please make this correction in your books. 

 

14.)  We read Psalm 50. (Nassar, 82; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

 

15.)  Troparia following Psalm 50 as usual. (Serv. Bk., 67; Kazan Sun. Mat., 67-68) 

 

16.) Next follows the Intercession for Orthros. 
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THE INTERCESSION
1
 

Deacon: O God, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. Visit Thy world with mercy and 

compassions. Exalt the horn of Orthodox Christians, and send down upon us Thy rich mercies. 

Through the intercessions of our all-immaculate Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary; by the 

might of the precious and life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable bodiless Powers 

of heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious prophet, forerunner and Baptist John; of 

the holy, glorious, all-laudable apostles Peter and Paul, and of all the holy apostles; of our fathers 

among the saints, great hierarchs and ecumenical teachers, Basil the Great, Gregory the 

Theologian and John Chrysostom; Athanasius, Cyril and John the Merciful, patriarchs of 

Alexandria; Nicholas of Myra, Spyridon of Trimythous and Nektarios of Pentapolis, the 

Wonderworkers; of our fathers among the saints Tikhon, patriarch of Moscow and Raphael, 

bishop of Brooklyn; of the holy, glorious, great-martyrs, George the Trophy-bearer, Demetrios 

the Myrrh-streamer, Theodore the Soldier, Theodore the General, and Menas the Wonderworker; 

of the hieromartyrs Ignatius the God-bearer of Antioch, Charalampos and Eleutherios; of the 

holy, glorious great women martyrs, Thekla, Barbara, Anastasia, Katherine, Kyriaki, Photeini—

whose memory we now celebrate—Marina, Paraskeva and Irene; of the holy, glorious, right-

victorious martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers who shone in the ascetic life; of 

Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of 

God, Joachim and Anna; of the Apostle Simon the Zealot; and Venerable Laurence of Egypt, 

whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: we beseech Thee, O most merciful 

Lord, hearken unto the petitions of us sinners who make our supplications unto Thee, and have 

mercy upon us. 

 

The choir sings “Lord, have mercy” twelve times, and the priest exclaims “Through the mercies 

and compassions…” 

 

17.)  Next follows the Kontakion, Oikos and Synaxarion. 

 

KONTAKION & OIKOS FOR SAMARITAN WOMAN SUNDAY (Plain Reading) 

Having come to the well in faith, the Samaritan woman beheld Thee, the Water of Wisdom; 

whereof having drunk abundantly, she, the renowned one, inherited the Kingdom on high forever. 

 

Let us hear of the august mysteries, as John teacheth us what cometh to pass in Samaria: how the 

Lord speaketh unto a woman, asking water of her, even He that gathered the waters into the 

places where they are gathered, and Who is of one throne with the Father and the Spirit; for He, 

the renowned One, came, seeking out His image forever. 

 

THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading) 

On May 10 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Apostle Simon the Zealot; and 

Venerable Laurence of Egypt. 

On this day, the fifth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the feast of the Samaritan Woman. 
 

Verses 
When thou camest to obtain corruptible water, O woman, 

Thou didst draw forth living water that washeth away the soul’s stains. 
 

                                            
1 Saints of particular local veneration may be included among the Saints of their same classification at the discretion of the pastor. 
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The Samaritan woman—the holy and glorious Great-martyr Photeini—met Jesus at midday at 

Jacob’s Well, which was located in the city of Sychar. And being tired from travel and the heat, 

Jesus sat at Jacob’s Well. A little after, the Samaritan woman came to draw water, and had a long 

conversation with Him (it is the longest recorded discourse between Christ and a single person in 

the entire Bible). Photeini did not want to talk to Jesus, because the Samaritans did not have any 

dealings with Jews; Jews considered her people heretics because Samaritans kept only the first 

five books of the Old Testament. However, the Lord talked with her anyway, read her heart, 

revealed her secrets and gave her to drink of the “Living Water”—the grace of the Holy Spirit 

that leads to eternal life and flows to all humanity. Photeini immediately ran throughout the city 

to proclaim Christ. Through her, many other Samaritans believed in Jesus. 

By the intercessions of Thy Martyr, Photeini, O Christ God, have mercy on us. Amen. 

 

18.) We chant the katavasias of the Paschal Canon, and instead of the magnificat “More 

honorable” we chant the entire ninth ode of the Paschal Canon. 

 

KATAVASIAS OF THE PASCHAL CANON IN TONE ONE 

Ode 1. Today is the Day of Resurrection! O nations, let us shine forth; for the Pascha is the 

Pascha of the Lord, in that Christ did make us pass from death to life, and from earth to heaven, 

who now sing the song of victory and triumph. 
 

Ode 3. Come, let us drink a new drink, not wondrously produced from a barren rock, but from 

the fount of incorruption, that hath come to us with the overflowing of Christ from the tomb, in 

Whom we are strengthened. 
 

Ode 4. Upon the divine watchtower let the God-spoken Habakkuk stand and show us the angel 

attired in light, saying openly: Today is salvation to the world; for Christ is risen, Almighty as 

He is. 
 

Ode 5. Let us rise early at morn, at the break of dawn, and let us instead of fragrant ointment 

bring pure praise to the Master. Let us behold Christ Who is the Son of righteousness bringing 

life unto all. 
 

Ode 6. O Christ, into the deepest abyss of earth Thou didst descend, and didst break the 

unyielding everlasting bars which held men prisoner; and on the third day Thou didst rise from 

the tomb as Jonah from the whale. 
 

Ode 7. He Who did save the children from the furnace, when He became Man, suffered like unto 

a mortal, and with His sufferings invested the mortal with the beauty of incorruption, Who is the 

God of our Fathers. To Him alone be blessing and glory. 
 

We praise, we bless, and we worship the Lord. 

Ode 8. Verily, this day, which is called holy, is the first day among sabbaths, their King and 

Lord. It is the feast of feasts, the season of seasons, in which we bless Christ for evermore. 

 

Deacon: The Theotokos and Mother of the Light let us honor and magnify in song. 

 

THE NINTH ODE OF THE PASCHAL CANON IN TONE ONE 

Magnify, O my soul, Him Who died of His own free will, and was buried, and did rise from the 

tomb on the third day. 
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Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem; for the glory of the Lord hath risen upon thee. Rejoice and exult 

now, O Zion, and thou, O pure one, Theotokos, rejoice at the Resurrection of thy Son. 

 

Magnify, O my soul, the life-giving Christ, Who is risen from the tomb on the third day. 

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem; for the glory of the Lord hath risen upon thee. Rejoice and exult 

now, O Zion, and thou, O pure one, Theotokos, rejoice at the Resurrection of thy Son. 

 

Christ is the new Pascha, a living Sacrifice, the Lamb of God Who beareth the sin of the world. 

And how noble! O how dear! O how sweet is Thy voice, O Christ; for Thou hast verily made us 

a true promise, that Thou shalt be with us to the end of time; a promise to which we believers 

hold, an anchor for our hopes, as we sing rejoicing. 

 

Today doth all creation rejoice and is glad; for Christ is risen, and Hades He hath despoiled. 

And how noble! O how dear! O how sweet is Thy voice, O Christ; for Thou hast verily made us 

a true promise, that Thou shalt be with us to the end of time; a promise to which we believers 

hold, an anchor for our hopes, as we sing rejoicing. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: Magnify, O my soul, the might of the 

indivisible and three-personed Godhead. 

O Christ, the perfect, most exalted Pascha, O Wisdom of God, His Word and His Power, grant us 

that we may partake of Thee more perfectly in Thy kingdom’s day, which setteth not. 

 

Both now, and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen: Rejoice, O Virgin rejoice; rejoice, O blessed 

one; rejoice, O glorified one; for thy Son is risen from the tomb on the third day. 

O Christ, the perfect, most exalted Pascha, O Wisdom of God, His Word and His Power, grant us 

that we may partake of Thee more perfectly in Thy kingdom’s day, which setteth not. 

 

The angel spake to her that is full of grace, saying: O pure Virgin, rejoice; and I say also: 

rejoice; for thy Son is risen from the tomb on the third day. 

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem; for the glory of the Lord hath risen upon thee. Rejoice and exult 

now, O Zion, and thou, O pure one, Theotokos, rejoice at the Resurrection of thy Son. 

 

19.)  The Little Litany and the priest’s exclamation “For all the powers of Heaven...” 

 

20.)  Exaposteilaria: we chant “Holy is the Lord our God” (thrice) but “Exalt ye the Lord...” 

is NOT chanted until after Pentecost. Then we chant the following:  

 

THE EXAPOSTEILARION OF PASCHA IN TONE TWO 

When Thou didst fall asleep in the body as mortal, O Thou Who art Lord and King, Thou didst 

abolish death. And on the third day Thou didst surely rise, verily raising Adam from corruption, 

O Thou incorruptible Pascha, O Salvation of the world. 

 

THE EXAPOSTEILARION OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN IN TONE TWO 

(**Hearken, ye women**) 

On coming to Samaria, * O Savior, Thou Almighty One, * Thou spakest there with a 

woman * and didst entreat her for water, * though for the Jews Thou hadst of old * brought forth 
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springs from a cloven rock. * Thou broughtest her to faith in Thee, * and now she ever 

enjoyeth * eternal life in the Heavens. 

 

THE EXAPOSTEILARION OF MID-PENTECOST IN TONE TWO 

(**Hearken, ye women**) 

At Mid-feast Thou, O Friend of man, * didst come unto the temple’s courts * and unto all didst 

say clearly: * All ye that thirst, come unto Me, * and draw forth living water now, * which is 

poured forth abundantly. * For thereby ye shall all enjoy * sacred delight and divine grace * and 

life immortal without end. 

 

21.)  We chant “The Praises” in Tone 4 with eight troparia: 

 
For the Resurrection in Tone Four 

Verse 1. This glory shall be to all His saints. 

We glorify Thy Resurrection, O Lord Almighty, O Thou Who sufferedst crucifixion and death 

and didst rise from the dead. 

 

Verse 2. Praise God in His sanctuary: praise Him in the firmament of His power. 

Thou hast freed us, O Christ, from the first curse. And by Thy Death Thou didst banish the 

insurgency of Diabolus prevailing over our nature. And in Thy Resurrection Thou didst fill all 

with joy. Wherefore, we cry to Thee, O Thou Lord, Who didst rise from the dead; glory to Thee. 

 

Verse 3. Praise Him for His mighty acts: praise Him according to His excellent greatness. 

O Christ Savior, Who didst rise from the dead, lead us by Thy Cross to Thy right hand, and save 

us from the gins of the enemy. Stretch forth Thine arm and raise us who are fallen in sins; 

through the intercession of Thy saints, O Lord, the Lover of mankind. 

 

Verse 4. Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet. Praise Him with the psaltery and harp. 

O Only Son of God, Thou didst come to earth, but wast not separated from the Paternal bosom; 

and because of Thy love to mankind Thou didst become unchangeable man. Thou didst suffer 

crucifixion and death in the flesh, O Thou Who in Thy Divinity suffereth not. Thou didst rise 

from the dead, granting mankind immortality; for Thou alone art Almighty. 

 

THE PASCHAL STICHERA IN TONE FIVE 

Verse 1.  Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let those who hate Him flee from 

before His face. 

Today Christ, our saving Pascha, hath been revealed unto us a noble Pascha; the Pascha new and 

holy; the mystical Pascha; the Pascha all august; the blameless Pascha; the great Pascha; the 

Pascha of the faithful; the Pascha which openeth unto us the gates of paradise; the Pascha which 

sanctifieth all the faithful. 

 

Verse 2.  As smoke vanisheth, so let them vanish; as wax melteth before the fire. 

O come from the vision, ye women, heralds of good tidings, and say ye unto Zion: Receive from 

us the glad tidings of the joy of the Resurrection of Christ. Rejoice, O Jerusalem, and leap for 

joy, in that thou beholdest Christ the King like a bridegroom come forth from the grave. 

 



May 10, 2015 Abbreviated Rubrics 13131313 Fifth Sunday of Pascha 

Verse 3.  So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and let the righteous be glad. 

When the ointment-bearing women stood, very early in the morning, before the tomb of the Life-

giver, they found an angel sitting upon the stone. And he cried out unto them, saying: Why seek 

ye the Living among the dead? Why mourn ye the Incorruptible amidst corruption? Go, proclaim 

the glad tidings to His Disciples. 

 

Verse 4.  This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad therein. 

The joyful Pascha, the Pascha of the Lord, the Pascha all majestic hath shone upon us! The 

Pascha in which we embrace one another with joy! O what a Pascha, delivering from sorrow! 

For today from the tomb, as from a chamber Christ shone, and hath filled the women with joy, 

saying: Proclaim the glad tidings to the Apostles. 

 

THE DOXASTICON OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN IN TONE SIX 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Our Savior Jesus, the Element of life, came to the Spring of Jacob, the head of the patriarchs, and 

was about to drink the water at the hand of a Samaritan woman. But she intercepted Him by 

telling Him that the Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans. Albeit, the wise Creator turned 

her by the sweetness of His words rather to seek of Him the water of everlasting life, which, 

when she received, she proclaimed to all, saying: Come and see the Knower of secrets, God Who 

hath appeared in the flesh to save mankind. 
 

THE DOXASTICON FOR PASCHA IN TONE FIVE 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Today is the Day of Resurrection! Let us shine with the Feast! Let us embrace one another. Let 

us say: Brethren! And because of the Resurrection, let us forgive all things to those who hate us, 

and in this wise, exclaim: Christ is risen from the dead; trampling down death by death, and upon 

those in the tombs bestowing life. 

 

22.)  We chant the Great Doxology in Tone 5 (Red Service Book 75-76, Kazan 220-223), 

followed by: 

 

TROPARION IN TONE FOUR 

Today is Salvation come into the world. Let us sing praises to Him Who arose from the grave, 

the Author of our life; for having by death destroyed Death, He hath given us victory and Great 

Mercy. 

 

 

• For the Divine Liturgy Variables, click the link at the Online Liturgical Guide. 
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