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LITURGICAL TEXTS FOR SUNDAY 

March 29, 2015 

Fifth Sunday of Great Lent 

Commemoration of our Righteous Mother Mary of Egypt 

Tone 1 / Eothinon 9 

Saints of the Day:  Martyr Mark, bishop of Arethusa, Martyr Cyril the deacon of Heliopolis and those with 

them; Martyrs Jonah and Barachisios of Persia and those with them; Eustathios the Confessor, bishop of 

Bithynia 

GREAT VESPERS 

March 28, 2015 

Tone 1 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) We say the Sunset Psalm 104(103) 

 

2.) We chant “O Lord, I have cried ...” with ten stichera: 

Six stichera for the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 137; Kazan, Vesp., 5) 

Four stichera for St. Mary of Egypt in Tone 6 (Kazan Triod. Vol. 2, 128) 

 

Tone 1 

Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 137; Kazan, Vesp., 5) 

 

Verse 10: Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy name. 

 

Accept our evening prayers, O Holy Lord. Grant us forgiveness of our sins; for Thou alone hast 

made manifest the Resurrection unto the world. 

 

Verse 9: The righteous shall wait for me until Thou recompense me. 

 

Encompass Zion, O ye people, and surround it; give ye glory therein to Him Who arose from the 

dead; for He is our God Who hath delivered us from our transgressions. 

 

Verse 8: Out of the depths have I cried to Thee, O Lord, Lord hear my voice. 

 

O come, ye people, let us praise Christ and bow down before Him, glorifying His Resurrection from 

the dead; for He is our God Who hath delivered the world from the wiles of the enemy. 

 

Verse 7: Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.  

 

Rejoice, O ye heavens; sound the trumpets, ye foundations of the earth; thunder forth gladness, O ye 

mountains; for behold, Emmanuel hath nailed to the Cross our sins; and the Giver of Life hath slain 

death, raising up Adam; for He is the Lover of mankind. 
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Verse 6: If Thou, O Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? For with Thee 

there is forgiveness. 

 

He Who was willingly crucified in the flesh for our sake; Who didst suffer and was buried, and arose 

again from the dead: let us praise, saying, O Christ: confirm Thy Church in Orthodoxy, and make 

peaceful our lives; for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 

 

Verse 5: Because of Thy Name have I waited for Thee, O Lord; my soul hath waited upon Thy 

word, my soul hath hoped in the Lord. 

 

Standing before Thy life-giving tomb, we, though unworthy, offer glory to Thine ineffable 

compassion, O Christ our God; for Thou didst accept the Cross and death, O sinless One, that Thou 

mightest grant Resurrection to the world; for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 

 

Tone 6 - (**Having laid up all their hope**) 

St. Mary of Egypt in Tone 6 (Kazan Triod. Vol. 2, 128) 

Verse 4: From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch let Israel trust in the Lord. 

 

The pollution of past sins prevented thee from entering the church to see the elevation of the Holy 

Cross; but then thy conscience and the awareness of thine actions turned thee, O wise in God, to a 

better way of life. And, having looked upon the icon of the blessed Maid of God, thou hast 

condemned all thy previous transgressions, O Mother Mary of Egypt worthy of all praise, and so 

hast gone with boldness to venerate the Precious Cross. 

 

Verse 3: For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is abundant redemption, and He will 

deliver Israel from all His iniquities. 

 

The pollution of past sins prevented thee from entering the church to see the elevation of the Holy 

Cross; but then thy conscience and the awareness of thine actions turned thee, O wise in God, to a 

better way of life. And, having looked upon the icon of the blessed Maid of God, thou hast 

condemned all thy previous transgressions, O Mother Mary of Egypt worthy of all praise, and so 

hast gone with boldness to venerate the Precious Cross. 

 

Verse 2: Praise the Lord, all ye nations.  Praise Him, all ye people. 

 

Having worshipped at the holy places with great joy, thou hast received saving grace for the journey 

of virtue, and with all haste thou hast set out upon the good path thou hast chosen. Crossing the 

stream of Jordan, with eagerness thou hast gone to live in the dwelling-place of the Baptist. Thou 

hast tamed the savagery of the passions through thine ascetic way of life, and boldly thou hast 

broken the rebelliousness of the flesh, O ever-glorious Mother Mary of Egypt. 

 

Verse 1: For His mercy is great towards us, and the truth of the Lord endureth forever. 

 

Having gone to dwell in the wilderness, thou hast blotted out from thy soul the images of thy sensual 

passions, and hast marked upon it the God-given imprint of holiness. Thou hast attained such glory, 

O venerable one, as to walk upon the surface of the waters, and in thy prayers to God thou wast 

raised up from the earth. And now, all-glorious Mother Mary of Egypt, standing before Christ with 

boldness, entreat Him for our souls. 
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Tone 4 

Doxasticon for St. Mary of Egypt (Nassar, 719; Kazan Triod. Vol. 2, 132) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

The power of Thy Cross, O Christ, hath done wonders; for she who had been a harlot strove in the 

ascetic way. Thus she cast away the weakness of nature, and bravely contended against Satan. Then, 

having achieved the prize of victory, Mary doth intercede for our souls. 
 

Tone 1 

Theotokion for The Resurrection (Nassar, 138; Kazan Vesp., 16) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Let us sing the praises of Mary the Virgin, Door of Heaven, glory of all the world, sprung forth from 

man, who also didst bear the Lord; the song of the bodiless powers, and the enriching of the faithful; 

for she revealed herself as Heaven and the Temple of the Godhead. She destroyed the bulwarks of 

enmity and ushered in peace and did throw open the Kingdom. Wherefore, in that we possess this 

confirmation of our Faith, we have a defender, even the Lord Who was born of her. Be bold, 

therefore, be bold, ye people of God, for He, the All-powerful, will vanquish all your enemies. 

 

3.) The Entrance is made with the censer, and we chant "O gladsome Light ..." followed by the Prokeimenon 

"The Lord is King ..." in Tone 6 with its stichoi. 

 

Saturday Prokeimenon in Tone Six 

 

Deacon: The Evening Prokeimenon! 

Choir (Refrain): The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. (ONCE) 

Verse 1: The Lord is robed; He is girded with strength. (Refrain) 

Verse 2: For He has established the world so that it shall never be moved. (Refrain) 

 

4.) At the Aposticha, we chant four stichera for the Resurrection from the Octoechos in Tone 1 

 (Nassar, 138; Kazan Vesp., 118) 

 

Tone 1 

By Thy passion, O Christ, we have been set free from sufferings; and by Thy Resurrection we have 

been delivered from corruption. O Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

Verse 1: The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. The Lord is robed; He is 

girded with strength. 

 

Let creation rejoice; let the heavens cheer; let the nations clap their hands for joy; for Christ our 

Savior to the Cross hath nailed our sins; and having slain death and raised up Adam, the progenitor 

of mankind, hath granted us life, for He loveth mankind. 

 

Verse 2: For He has established the world so that it shall never be moved. 

 

King of heaven and earth, O inscrutable Creator, Thou Who, for love of mankind, wast of Thy free-

will crucified. Having met Thee below, Hades was vexed while the souls of the righteous on 

receiving Thee were gladdened; and Adam seeing Thee, the Creator, in the nethermost parts rose 
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again. O wonder! How the Life of all hath tasted death by His own will, to enlighten the world that 

crieth, saying: O Thou Who didst rise from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

Verse 3: Holiness befits Thy house, O Lord, forevermore. 

 

Thy myrrh-bearing women, carrying spices, with haste and moaning reached Thy sepulcher; but not 

finding Thine all-pure body, and from the angel, having heard of the new and most glorious miracle, 

said to the Apostles: Risen is the Lord Who granteth unto the world the Great Mercy. 

 

Tone 2 

Doxasticon for St. Mary of Egypt (Nassar, 720; Kazan Triod. Vol. 2, 134) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Thou didst sever with the sword of abstinence the snares of the soul and the passion of the body, O 

righteous Mary. And by the silence of asceticism thou didst choke the sins of thought. And by the 

stream of thy tears thou didst water the whole wilderness, bringing forth for us the fruits of 

repentance. Wherefore, we celebrate thy memory. 

 

Tone 2 

Theotokion for the Resurrection (Nassar, 147; Kazan Triod. Vol. 2, 138) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

O wondrous event transcending all the ancient miracles! For who hath ever heard of a mother giving 

birth without a man; and carrying in her arms Him who containeth all creation? Yet this is the will of 

the born God. Cease not, therefore, O undefiled one to pray to Him Whom thou didst carry in thine 

arms as a babe, and with Whom thou didst acquire motherly privilege for us who honor thee, that He 

may have mercy upon us and save our souls. 

 

5.) St. Simeon's Prayer and Holy God… 

 

6.) At the Apolytikia, we chant: 

 

Tone 1 

The Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 139; Kazan Vesp., 161) 

 

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou 

didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly 

powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ, glory to Thy 

kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind. 
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Tone 8 

Apolytikion of St. Mary of Egypt (Nassar, 147; Kazan Triod. Vol. 2, 138) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Through thee, the divine likeness was securely preserved, O mother Mary; for thou didst carry the 

cross and follow Christ. By example and precept thou didst teach us to ignore the body, because it is 

perishable, and to attend to the concerns of the undying soul. Therefore, doth thy soul rejoice with 

the angels. 

 

Tone 8 

Resurrectional Theotokion (Nassar, 147; Kazan Triod. Vol. 2, 138) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Thou Who for our sake wast born of a Virgin, and didst suffer crucifixion, O good One, and didst 

despoil death through death, and as God didst reveal Resurrection. Despise not those Whom Thou 

hast created with Thine own hand, show forth Thy love for mankind, O merciful One. Accept the 

intercessions of Thy mother, the Theotokos for us, and save Thy despairing people, O our Savior. 

 

7.) Great Dismissal: 

 

Priest:  May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-

immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by 

the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, 

glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of the 

holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., 

the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, 

Joachim and Anna; of our Righteous Mother Mary of Egypt; of the Martyr Mark, bishop of 

Arethusa, Martyr Cyril the deacon of Heliopolis and those with them; Martyrs Jonah and 

Barachisios of Persia and those with them; and Eustathios the Confessor, bishop of Bithynia, whose 

memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is 

good and loveth mankind. 

 

Priest: Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save 

us. 

 

Choir:  Amen. 
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ORTHROS 

March 29, 2015 

Tone 1 / Eothinon 9 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) At the beginning of Orthros the Troparia and Theotokion  

(“O Lord, save Thy people... Do Thou who of Thine own good will... O champion dread...”) 

are always said/intoned and are NEVER chanted. 

 

2.) All six of the Orthros Psalms must be said in their entirety. 

(Note:  In the Kazan Byzantine Music volume for Orthros, there is an omission in the first introductory 

stichos.  It should read, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.”  Please make 

this correction in your books.) 

 

3.) After the Litany of Peace and the exclamation “For unto Thee are due…”  

Chant “God is the Lord…” with its stichoi 

 

“God is the Lord” 

Choir (Refrain):  God is the Lord Who hath shown us light. Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of 

the Lord. 

Verse 1: O give thanks unto the Lord and call upon His Holy Name. (Refrain) 

Verse 2: All nations compassed me about: but in the Name of the Lord will I destroy 

them. (Refrain) 

Verse 3: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. (Refrain) 

 

Tone 1 

The Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 139; Kazan Sun. Mat., 9) 

 

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou 

didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly 

powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ, glory to Thy 

kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind. 

 

Tone 8 

Apolytikion of St. Mary of Egypt (Nassar, 147; Kazan Triod. Vol. 2, 138) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Through thee, the divine likeness was securely preserved, O mother Mary; for thou didst carry the 

cross and follow Christ. By example and precept thou didst teach us to ignore the body, because it is 

perishable, and to attend to the concerns of the undying soul. Therefore, doth thy soul rejoice with 

the angels. 
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Tone 8 

Resurrectional Theotokion (Nassar, 147; Kazan Triod. Vol. 2, 138) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Thou Who for our sake wast born of a Virgin, and didst suffer crucifixion, O good One, and didst 

despoil death through death, and as God didst reveal Resurrection. Despise not those Whom Thou 

hast created with Thine own hand, show forth Thy love for mankind, O merciful One. Accept the 

intercessions of Thy mother, the Theotokos for us, and save Thy despairing people, O our Savior. 

 

4.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For Thine is the might...” 

 

5.) The First and Second Kathismata are all from the Octoechos for Tone 1 (Nassar, 140; Kazan Sun. Mat., 33)  

(Plain Reading). However, in the First Kathisma, the theotokion is changed to the theotokion of the 

Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Second Kathsima is read as usual. 

 

First Kathisma 

The soldiers who kept watch over Thy grave, O Savior, became as dead from the shining of the 

appearing angel who told the good tidings of the Resurrection to the women. Thee, therefore, do we 

glorify, O Remover of corruption, and to Thee do we bow, O Thou Who didst rise from the grave, O 

Thou, our only Lord. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Thou was nailed upon the cross willingly, O merciful One; and Thou wast placed in a grave like one 

who is dead, O Giver of Life, trampling the pride of death, O mighty One; for because of Thee the 

gatekeepers of Hades did tremble; and Thou didst raise the dead with Thee from eternity; for Thou 

alone art the Lover of mankind. 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

As Gabriel cried aloud unto thee, “Hail, O Virgin,” with that cry did the Lord of all become 

incarnate in thee, O holy ark, as spake the righteous David; and Thou wast revealed as more 

spacious than the heavens, in that thou bore thy Creator. Wherefore, glory to Him Who abode in 

thee; glory to Him Who came from thee; glory to Him, Who through thy birth-giving hath set us 

free. 

Second Kathisma 

Verily the women did proceed to the grave early, where they beheld an angelic scene, and did 

tremble. And when the grave shone forth with life they were struck with astonishment. Wherefore, 

they returned to the disciples and did preach the Resurrection, saying, Verily, Christ hath invaded 

Hades; for He alone is the powerful and mighty One; and He raised with Him all those who were 

corrupt, and with the power of His Cross He removed the fear of condemnation. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Thou wast verily nailed upon the Cross, O Life of all; and wast numbered among the dead, O 

deathless Lord. Thou didst rise after three days, O Savior, and didst raise Adam from corruption. 

Wherefore, the heavenly powers shouted to Thee, O giver of life; Glory to Thy passion, O Christ, 

Glory to Thy resurrection, Glory to Thy condescension, O Thou alone the Lover of mankind. 
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Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

O Mary, the reverend abode of the Lord, lift us who have fallen in the abyss of evil despair, 

trespasses and sorrows; for thou didst give salvation to sinners. Thou art a helper and a strong 

intercessor, and dost save thy servants. 

 

6.) Benedictions (Evlogetaria) in Tone 5. 

 

7.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For blessed is Thy Name ...” 

 

8.) The Hypakoë, Anabathmoi and the Prokeimenon with its accompanying stichos are all from the Octoechos 

Tone 1. (Nassar, 141; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 46). 

 

9.) The 9
th

 Eothinon Gospel (Nassar, 212) is chanted from the Holy Table. 

 

10.) Following "In that we have beheld the Resurrection of Christ ..."  

(Nassar, 113; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

**In the last line of this prayer in several Archdiocesan publications, there is an erroneous omission. It 

should read: “for in that He endured the Cross for us, He hath destroyed death by death.” 

11.) Psalm 50 (Nassar, 82; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

 

12.) Troparia following Psalm 50 (Nassar 606; Kazan Triodion Vol. 1, 7) 

 (This order to be followed until the 5
th

 Sunday of Great Lent) 

 Tone 8:  Glory…: "Open to me the doors of repentance…" 

 Tone 8:  Now…: "Prepare for me the ways of salvation…" 

 Tone 6:  "Have mercy on me, God…" 

 Tone 6:  "If I think upon the multitude…" 

 

13.) The Intercession then follows. 

 

14.) Read the Kontakion & Oikos, then the Synaxarion 

 

First Tone Resurrectional Kontakion and Oikos (Plain Reading) 

As God, Thou didst rise in glory from the grave, raising the world with Thee. All nature doth praise 

Thee as God. Death is destroyed and Adam doth rejoice, O Master, whilst Eve, now freed from 

bondage, doth rejoice, saying: Thou it is, O Christ, Who granteth Resurrection to all. 

 

Let us praise Him Who arose on the third day as the all-powerful God. He hath shattered the gates of 

Hades and hath raised from the tomb those who were there from eternity. He didst willingly appear 

to the myrrh-bearers and say to them first: Rejoice; and to the Apostles He didst reveal joy as the 

only Life-giver. The women announce with joy the signs of victory to the Disciples, Hades groans 

and death laments; but the world is glad and all rejoice. For Thou it is, O Christ, Who granteth 

Resurrection to all. 
 

The Synaxarion (Plain Reading) 

On March 29 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Martyr Mark, bishop of Arethusa, 

Martyr Cyril the deacon of Heliopolis and those with them; Martyrs Jonah and Barachisios of Persia 

and those with them; and Eustathios the Confessor, bishop of Bithynia. 
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On this same day, the Fifth Sunday of Great Lent, it was ordained that we make remembrance of our 

Godly Mother Mary of Egypt. 
 

Verses 

Spirit rose up, flesh melted away erewhile; hide, O earth, the worn bones of Mary’s body. 

 

Once, during the Honorable Fast, the priest-monk Zosimus withdrew into the wilderness. He caught 

sight of a withered woman named Mary; her hair was white as snow. Mary then told Zosimus that 

she was born in Egypt and at the age of 12 began to live a life of debauchery in Alexandria for 17 

years. One day, she went to Jerusalem to enter the church to venerate the Honorable Cross. 

However, some invisible force restrained her. In great fear, she gazed upon the icon of the 

Theotokos in the vestibule and prayed that she be allowed to enter the church, all the while 

confessing her sinfulness. She was then permitted to enter the church. Having venerated the Cross 

she again entered the vestibule and, before the icon, gave thanks to the Mother of God. At that very 

moment she heard a voice saying: “If you cross the Jordan, you will find glorious rest!” Mary left for 

the wilderness and remained there for 47 years in repentance. She bade Zosimus to come back in one 

year with Holy Communion, which he did. The following year, on Holy Thursday, April 1, 522, 

Zosimus discovered Mary’s lifeless body, and buried her. Thus, the Lord glorifies penitent sinners. 

The Church exalts and exemplifies Mary to the faithful in Great Lent as an incentive for repentance 

that brings entry into the Heavenly Kingdom. 

 

Through her intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us.  Amen. 

 

15.) Katabasiae of the Akathist Canon in Tone 4 (Nassar, 114; Kazan Mat., 72; Serv. Bk., 68) 

 

Tone 4 

Ode 1. I shall open my mouth and it will be filled with the Spirit; and I shall speak forth to the 

Queen and Mother. I shall be seen joyfully singing her praises, and I shall delight to sing of her 

wonders. 

 

Ode 3. As a living and copious fountain, O Theotokos, do thou strengthen those who hymn thy 

praises, and are joined together in spiritual company for thy service; and in thy divine glory make 

them worthy of crowns of glory. 

 

Ode 4. He Who sits in clouds of glory upon the throne of Godhead, Jesus the most high God, came 

with mighty hand and saved those who cried out unto Him: Glory to Thy power, O Christ. 

 

Ode 5. All creation was amazed at thy divine glory, for thou, O unwedded Virgin, didst hold in thee 

the God of all, and didst bear the Eternal Son, Who rewards with salvation all those who hymn thy 

praises. 

 

Ode 6. As we the Godly-minded, celebrate this divine and all-honorable feast of the Mother of God: 

come, let us clap our hands together and glorify the God Whom she bore. 

 

Ode 7. The Godly-minded children worshipped not the creature rather than the Creator, but 

trampling upon the threat of fire in manly fashion, they rejoiced and sang: O All-praised Lord and 

God of our Fathers, blessed art Thou. 
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We praise, we bless, and we worship the Lord. 

 

Ode 8. The three holy children in the furnace the Child of the Theotokos saved; then was the type, 

now is its fulfillment, and the whole world gathers to sing: All ye works praise the Lord and magnify 

Him unto all ages. 

 

16.) Magnification "More honorable…" with its verses; (Serv. Bk., 70; Kazan Sun. Mat., 76) 

 

Verse: My soul doth magnify the Lord; and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

 

Refrain: More honorable than the Cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim: 

thou who without stain bearest God the Word, and art truly Theotokos, we magnify thee. 

 

Verse: For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaid; for behold from henceforth all 

generations shall call me blessed. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is His Name; and His mercy is on them 

that fear him, through out all generations. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: He hath showed strength in his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 

hearts. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 

hath filled the empty with good things, and the rich hath he sent away empty. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers, 

Abraham and his seed forever. (Refrain) 

 

17.) Ninth Katabasia of the Akathist Canon (Nassar, 114; Kazan Mat., 72; Serv. Bk., 68) 

 

Tone 4 

Ode 9. Let all the earth-born mortals rejoice in the Spirit, bearing their lamps. And let the nature of 

bodiless Minds celebrate with honor the holy festival of the Mother of God, and cry out: Hail! All-

blessed, pure, and ever-virgin Theotokos! 

 

18.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation "For all the powers of heaven..."  

 

19.) Exaposteilaria we chant “Holy is the Lord our God. (thrice) … Exalt ye the Lord our God and worship at 

His footstool for He is holy.” Then we chant the following:  

 

Tone 2 

Eothinon 9 (Nassar, 213; Kazan Sun. Mat., 98) 

 

When thou didst enter while the doors were closed,  O Lord, then thou didst fill thine Apostles with 

a Holy Spirit, breathing into them peace, and saying unto them, Loosen ye and bind ye sins.  And 

after eight days thou didst show Thomas thy hands and thy side.  With him, therefore, do we cry to 

thee, Thou art the Lord and God. 
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Tone 3 - (**Thou Who as God adornest**) 

The Exaposteilarion & Theotokion for St. Mary of Egypt (Nassar, 720; Kazan Triod. Vol. 2, 153) 

 

Having taken thee, O righteous Mary, as an exemplar of repentance, implore thou Christ to do the 

same to us in this period of the Fast; that in faith and longing we may praise thee with songs. 

 

O virgin Mother of the Lord, in that thou art the sweetness of the angels, the consolation of the 

sorrowful, and the intercessor for Christians; help me and rescue me from eternal punishments. 

 

20.) Praises (Ainoi) with eight stichera:  

Four stichera for the Resurrection (Nassar, 142; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 104; Service Bk, 72) 

Four stichera for St. Mary of Egypt (Kazan Triod. Vol. 2, 128) 

 

Tone 1 

Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 142; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 104; Service Bk, 72) 

 

Verse 8: This glory shall be to all His saints. 

 

We praise, O Christ, Thy saving Passion and glorify Thy Resurrection. 

 

Verse 7: Praise God in His sanctuary: praise Him in the firmament of His power. 

 

O Thou Who didst endure the Cross and abolish Death and didst rise again from the dead: give peace 

to our life, O Lord, for Thou only art almighty. 

 

Verse 6: Praise Him for His mighty acts:  praise Him according to His excellent greatness. 

 

O Thou Who didst despoil Hell and raise man again from the dead by Thy Resurrection, O Christ, 

make us worthy with pure hearts to praise and glorify Thee. 

 

Verse 5: Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet: praise Him with the psaltery and harp. 

 

Glorifying Thy divine condescension, we praise Thee, O Christ, for Thou wast born of a Virgin yet 

wast not separated from the Father. Thou didst suffer as man and of Thine own free will endured the 

Cross, and Thou didst rise again from the tomb going forth as from a bridal chamber that Thou 

mightest save the world. O Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

Tone 6 - (**Having laid up all their hope**) 

For St. Mary of Egypt (Kazan Triod. Vol. 2, 128) 

 

Verse 4: Praise him with the timbrel and dance; praise him with stringed instruments and organs. 

 

The pollution of past sins prevented thee from entering the church to see the elevation of the Holy 

Cross; but then thy conscience and the awareness of thine actions turned thee, O wise in God, to a 

better way of life. And, having looked upon the icon of the blessed Maid of God, thou hast 

condemned all thy previous transgressions, O Mother Mary of Egypt worthy of all praise, and so 

hast gone with boldness to venerate the Precious Cross. 
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Verse 3: Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high-sounding cymbals.  Let 

everything that hath breath praise the Lord. 

 

The pollution of past sins prevented thee from entering the church to see the elevation of the Holy 

Cross; but then thy conscience and the awareness of thine actions turned thee, O wise in God, to a 

better way of life. And, having looked upon the icon of the blessed Maid of God, thou hast 

condemned all thy previous transgressions, O Mother Mary of Egypt worthy of all praise, and so 

hast gone with boldness to venerate the Precious Cross. 

 

Verse 2: With patience I waited for the Lord, and He was attentive unto me, and He hearkened 

unto my supplication. 

 

Having worshipped at the holy places with great joy, thou hast received saving grace for the journey 

of virtue, and with all haste thou hast set out upon the good path thou hast chosen. Crossing the 

stream of Jordan, with eagerness thou hast gone to live in the dwelling-place of the Baptist. Thou 

hast tamed the savagery of the passions through thine ascetic way of life, and boldly thou hast 

broken the rebelliousness of the flesh, O ever-glorious Mother Mary of Egypt. 

 

Verse 1: He set my feet upon a rock, and He ordered my steps aright. 

 

Having gone to dwell in the wilderness, thou hast blotted out from thy soul the images of thy sensual 

passions, and hast marked upon it the God-given imprint of holiness. Thou hast attained such glory, 

O venerable one, as to walk upon the surface of the waters, and in thy prayers to God thou wast 

raised up from the earth. And now, all-glorious Mother Mary of Egypt, standing before Christ with 

boldness, entreat Him for our souls. 

 

Tone 1 

The Doxasticon for Fifth Sunday of Lent (Nassar, 720; Kazan Triod. Vol. 2, 155) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness and asceticism with holiness. 

Wherefore, the rich do not enter it, but they who place their treasures in the hands of the poor. This 

doth the Prophet David teach, saying: The righteous man is he that doeth mercy all the day long; 

who delighteth in the Lord; and, walking in His light, stumbleth not. All this was written for our 

instruction, that we should fast and do good; and the Lord grant us heavenly things in place of 

earthly. 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Most blessed art thou, O Virgin Theotokos, for through Him that was incarnate of thee is Hades 

despoiled, Adam is recalled from the dead, the curse is made void, Eve is set free, death is slain, and 

we are endowed with life.  Wherefore, in hymns of praise, we cry aloud: Blessed art thou, O Christ 

our God, who is thus well pleased, glory to thee. 

21.) Great Doxology - Tone 1 (Serv. Bk.,75-6; Kazan Sun. Mat., 225, Nassar, 118) 

22.) Troparion: "Today is salvation…", Tone 4 (Serv. Bk., 76) 

Tone 4 

Today is salvation come into the world.  Let us sing praises to Him who arose from the grave, the 

Author of our life; for having by Death destroyed death, He hath given us victory and Great Mercy. 
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DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT 

March 29, 2015 

Tone 1 / Eothinon 9 

Saints of the Day:  Martyr Mark, bishop of Arethusa, Martyr Cyril the deacon of Heliopolis and those with 

them; Martyrs Jonah and Barachisios of Persia and those with them; Eustathios the Confessor, bishop of 

Bithynia 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) During the Little Entrance: The apolytikion of the Resurrection in Tone 1 

 

Tone 1 
The Apolytikion of the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 139; Kazan Sun. Mat., 9) 

 

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou 

didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly 

powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ, glory to Thy 

kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind. 

 

2.) The Entrance Hymn (Eisodikon): 

 

O come let us worship and fall down before Christ, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, save 

us who sing unto thee: Alleluia 

 

3.) After the Entrance we chant: 

 

Tone 1 

The Apolytikion of the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 139; Kazan Sun. Mat., 9) 

 

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou 

didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly 

powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ, glory to Thy 

kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind. 

 

Tone 8 

Apolytikion of St. Mary of Egypt (Nassar, 147; Kazan Triod. Vol. 2, 138) 

 

Through thee, the divine likeness was securely preserved, O mother Mary; for thou didst carry the 

cross and follow Christ. By example and precept thou didst teach us to ignore the body, because it is 

perishable, and to attend to the concerns of the undying soul. Therefore, doth thy soul rejoice with 

the angels. 

 

Apolytikion of the Patron Saint or Titular Feast of the Church 
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Tone 2 

Kontakion of the Theotokos (Nassar, 125) 

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, O 

despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come 

unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, 

thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee. 

 

4.) The Trisagion (“Holy God … ”) as usual. 

 

5.) Epistle: Hebrews 9:11-14 (5th Sunday of Lent) 

 

6.) Gospel: Mark 10:32-45 (5th Sunday of Lent) 

 

Rest of the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

 

7.) The Megalynarion: "All Creation rejoices in Thee… ”  

8.) The Koinonikon:  “Praise the Lord … Alleluia.”     

9.) Post-Communion:  “We have seen the true Light …”, as usual.  ONCE.  

 

10.) Great Dismissal: 

Priest:  May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-

immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by 

the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, 

glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of 

our father among the saints, Basil the Great, archbishop of Caesarea, whose Divine Liturgy we 

have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-

bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy and 

righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of our Righteous Mother Mary of Egypt; of the 

Martyr Mark, bishop of Arethusa, Martyr Cyril the deacon of Heliopolis and those with them; 

Martyrs Jonah and Barachisios of Persia and those with them; and Eustathios the Confessor, 

bishop of Bithynia, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and 

save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind. 

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save 

us. 

Choir:  Amen. 

Pronunciation Guide 

Arethusa: ah-reh-THOO-sah 

Barachesios: vah-rah-KHEE-see-ohs 

Eustathios: ehf-STAH-thee-ohs 
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