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NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the 

one for the head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 
 

Deacon:  For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from 

captivity and safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 
  

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own 

arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and became the first-born from the dead. He hath 

delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy. 

 

• Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple. 

 

KONTAKION FOR ORDINARY SUNDAYS IN TONE TWO 

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, 

O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to 

come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make 

supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee. 

 

THE EPISTLE 

(For Fourth Sunday after Pentecost) 

Sing praises to our God, sing praises. Clap your hands all ye peoples. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. (6:18-23) 

Brethren, having been set free from sin, you have become slaves of righteousness. I am 

speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once yielded your 

members to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now yield your members to 

righteousness for sanctification. When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 

righteousness. But then what return did you get from the things of which you are now ashamed? 

The end of those things is death. But now that you have been set free from sin and have become 

slaves of God, the return you get is sanctification and its end, eternal life. For, the wages of sin is 

death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

THE GOSPEL 

(For the Fourth Sunday of Matthew) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (8:5-13) 

At that time, as Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, beseeching 

Him and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, in terrible distress.” And Jesus 

said to him, “I will come and heal him.” But the centurion answered Him, “Lord, I am not 

worthy to have you come under my roof; but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 
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For I am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and 

to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus heard 

him, He marveled, and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I say to you, not even in Israel 

have I found such faith. I tell you, many will come from east and west and sit at table with 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be 

thrown into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.” And to the centurion 

Jesus said, “Go; be it done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that 

very moment. 

 

• The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His 

all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving 

Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the 

honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable 

apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose 

Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of 

our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy 

community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of the holy martyrs 

Cyrus and John the Unmercenaries; the holy martyr Papios; Paul the Physician of Corinth; 

Venerable Moses the anchorite; and Venerable Sergios and Herman, wonderworking abbots of 

Valaam, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, 

for as much as He is good and loveth mankind. 

 

Priest: Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Papios: PAH-pee-ohs 


