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NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany in all services 

before the one for the head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 
 

Deacon:  For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from 

captivity and safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 
  

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Great Vespers on Saturday, Great Vespers on Saturday, Great Vespers on Saturday, Great Vespers on Saturday, June June June June 27272727; Tone ; Tone ; Tone ; Tone 3333    
 

1.)  Great Vespers begins as usual: 

Priest: Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 

 Come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

 Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

 Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and our God. 

 

2.)  The reader then says Psalm 103, and then the deacon offers the Great Litany. 
 

3.)  We chant “O Lord, I Have Cried” in Tone 3 with ten troparia: 

 

For the Resurrection from the Octoechos in Tone Three 

Verse 10. Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy Name. 

O Christ Savior, the might of death hath verily broken down under Thy Cross; and the deceit of 

Diabolus hath ceased; and the race of man hath by faith escaped and been saved. Wherefore, 

praise is offered Thee perpetually. 

 

Verse 9. The righteous shall wait for me until Thou recompense me. 

The whole creation, O Lord God, hath been lighted by Thy glorified Resurrection; and paradise 

hath been opened withal. Wherefore, all creatures laud Thee and offer Thee praise perpetually. 

 

Verse 8. Out of the depths have I cried to Thee, O Lord, Lord hear my voice. 

I glorify the power of the Father, magnify the power of the Son, and praise the might of the Holy 

Spirit, one Godhead, indivisible, uncreated, consubstantial Trinity, reigning through all eternity. 

 

Verse 7. Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 

Thy glorified Cross, O Christ, do we worship, and Thy Resurrection do we praise and glorify; for 

by Thy wounds we are all healed. 

 

For Ss. Peter & Paul in Tone Two (**The original melody**) 

Verse 6. If Thou, O Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? For with Thee 

there is forgiveness. 
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With what fair crowns of praise shall we crown * blessed Peter and Paul, the Apostles? * Who, 

after the body, were far apart, * yet in the Spirit were bound as one; * the foremost among the 

God-proclaimers; * the one as the leader of the apostolic choir; * the other as having labored 

more than all the rest. * For they are crowned with the laurels * of immortal glory, * as is truly 

right and fitting, * in Heaven by Christ our God, * Who granteth Great Mercy to the world. 

 

Verse 5. Because of Thy Name have I waited for Thee, O Lord; my soul hath waited upon Thy 

word, my soul hath hoped in the Lord. 

With what fair crowns of praise shall we crown … (repeat above) 

 

Verse 4. From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch let Israel trust in the Lord. 

With what beauty of hymns shall we praise * blessed Peter and Paul, the Apostles? * Those 

wings of the knowledge of God Most High, * that flew throughout all the farthest parts * and 

truly were lifted up to Heaven; * those hands of the holy Gospel of the grace of God; * those feet 

of the sacred preaching of eternal truth; * those mighty rivers of wisdom * and the Cross’ 

branches * whereby all demonic conceit * hath been overthrown by Christ, * Who granteth Great 

Mercy to the world. 

 

Verse 3. For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is abundant redemption, and He will 

deliver Israel from all his iniquities. 

With what beauty of hymns shall we praise … (repeat above) 

 

Verse 2. Praise the Lord, all ye nations; praise Him, all ye people. 

With what spiritual songs shall we laud * blessed Peter and Paul? those two edges * of the Holy 

Spirit’s most dreaded sword, * which have both slaughtered all godlessness, * without ever 

thereby being blunted; * the famous and right resplendent ornaments of Rome; * the glory and 

exultation of the world entire; * God-graven spiritual tablets * of New Covenant grace, * which 

were handed down in Zion *when sounded forth by Christ God, * Who granteth Great Mercy to 

the world.  

 

Verse 1. For His mercy is great toward us, and the truth of the Lord endureth forever. 

With what spiritual songs shall we laud … (repeat above) 

 

DOXASTICON FOR SS. PETER & PAUL IN TONE FOUR 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

By His threefold question: Peter, lovest thou Me? Christ set aright the threefold denial. 

Wherefore, Simon said unto the Knower of hidden things: Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou 

comprehendest all things; Thou knowest that I love Thee. Whereupon the Savior said unto him: 

Feed My sheep, feed Mine elect, feed My lambs, which I have purchased with Mine own Blood 

unto their salvation. Do thou entreat Him, O Apostle blessed of God, that we be granted Great 

Mercy. 
 

THEOTOKION FOR THE RESURRECTION IN TONE THREE 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

O Lady of exceeding honor, how can we but wonder at thee giving birth to incarnate God? For 

thou, O all-blameless, not knowing a man, didst give birth in the flesh to a Son without father, 

who before eternity was begotten of the Father without mother, the property and essence of each 
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substance remaining intact. Wherefore, O virgin Mother, beseech Him to save the souls of those 

who assent and confess, with true belief, that thou art the Theotokos. 
 

4.)  The Entrance is made with the censer, and we chant “O gladsome Light ...” followed by 

the Prokeimenon “The Lord is King ...” in Tone 6 with its stichoi. 
 

SATURDAY PROKEIMENON IN TONE SIX 

Deacon: The Evening Prokeimenon! 
 

Choir: The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. (ONCE) 
 

Verse 1. The Lord is robed; He is girded with strength. (Refrain) 
 

Verse 2. For He has established the world so that it shall never be moved. (Refrain) 
 

• The readers recite the three New Testament readings from the Menaion. 
 

THE NEW TESTAMENT READINGS 

The First Passage 

Deacon: Wisdom! 
 

Reader: The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Peter. (1:3-9) 
 

Deacon: Let us attend! 
 

Reader: Brethren, blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who according to His 

abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved 

in the Heavens for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to 

be revealed in the last time. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye 

are saddened in manifold temptations; that the trial of your faith, being much more precious than 

of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honor and 

glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ; Whom having not seen, ye love; in Whom, though now ye 

see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory; receiving the end of 

your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
 

The Second Passage 

Deacon: Wisdom! 
 

Reader: The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Peter. (1:13-19) 
 

Deacon: Let us attend! 
 

Reader: Beloved, gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that 

is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not fashioning 

yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance; but as He Who hath called you is 

holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conduct; because it is written: Be ye holy; for I am holy. And 

if ye call on the Father, Who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, 

pass the time of your sojourning here in fear; forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed 

with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain manner of life received by tradition 

from your fathers, but with the precious Blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 

without spot. 
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The Third Passage 

Deacon: Wisdom! 
 

Reader: The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Peter. (2:11-24) 
 

Deacon: Let us attend! 
 

Reader: Beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 

against the soul; having your manner of life honest among the nations; that, whereas they speak 

against you as evil-doers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in 

the day of visitation. Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, whether it 

be to the king, as supreme, or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the 

punishment of evil-doers, and for the praise of them that do well. For so is the will of God, that 

with well-doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men; as free, and not using your 

liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. Honor all men. Love the 

brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not 

only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward. This is thankworthy, if a man for conscience 

toward God endures grief, suffering wrongfully. For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for 

your faults, ye shall take it patiently? But if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it 

patiently, this is acceptable with God. For even hereunto were ye called; because Christ also 

suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps; Who did no sin, neither 

was guile found in His mouth; Who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, 

He threatened not, but committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously; Who His own self 

bare our sins in His own body on the Tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 

righteousness. 

 

5.)  The deacon offers the Litany of Fervent Supplication, and the people then say the 

Evening Prayer “Vouchsafe, O Lord.” The deacon offers the Litany of Supplication, and 

the priest offers “The Peace” and the Prayer of the Bowing of Heads. 

 
• Immediately before the Aposticha, parishes may offer the Service of Litia and Artoklasia 

for Ss. Peter and Paul. (Liturgikon P. 32-38) The full service is posted at the Online 

Liturgical Guide. 

 
DOXASTICON & THEOTOKION AT THE LITIA PROCESSION IN TONE FIVE 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Even as the Wisdom of God, the coeternal Word of the Father, foretold in the Gospels, ye are the 

fruitful vines that bear in your branches the ripe and delightful cluster, O all-famed Apostles; and 

when we the faithful partake thereof, we are filled with a taste that bringeth joy. O Peter, thou 

rock of the Faith, and Paul, thou boast of the whole world, make steadfast the flock that ye have 

gained through your teachings. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

We the faithful bless thee, O Virgin Theotokos, and we glorify thee, as is meet and right: O 

unshaken city, impregnable battlement, invincible protection, and sheltering refuge of our souls. 

 

6.)  At the Aposticha, we chant the following: 
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APOSTICHA FOR THE RESURRECTION IN TONE THREE 

O Christ, Who didst darken the sun with Thy Passion, and didst light all created things with the 

light of Thy Resurrection, and didst make them to rejoice, accept our evening praise, O Lover of 

mankind. 

 

Verse 1. The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. The Lord is robed; He is 

girded with strength. 

Verily, Thy life-giving Resurrection hath lighted the whole universe, renewing Thy corrupt 

creation. Wherefore, in that Thou hast delivered us from the curse of Adam, we shout to Thee, O 

Lord Almighty, glory to Thee. 

 

Verse 2. For He has established the world so that it shall never be moved. 

O changeless God, Thou didst suffer in the changing body, and when creation could not bear to 

behold Thee suspended on the Cross, it trembled with fear, and sighed, praising Thy long-

suffering. Then, descending to Hades, Thou didst arise on the third day, granting life to the world 

and Great Mercy. 

 

Verse 3. Holiness befits Thy house, O Lord, forevermore. 

Thou didst suffer death, O Christ, that Thou mightest deliver our race from death. Thou didst rise 

from the dead on the third day, and didst arouse with Thee those who know that Thou art true 

God, verily illuminating the world, O Lord. Wherefore, glory to Thee. 

 

DOXASTICON OF SS. PETER & PAUL IN TONE SIX 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

A joyous feast hath shone unto the uttermost parts of the earth today, even the all-august 

memorial of the most-wise Apostles, the Chiefs Peter and Paul. Therefore, Rome danceth and 

rejoiceth with them. Let us also, O brethren, joyously celebrate with songs and hymns this most 

venerable day, saying: Rejoice, O Peter, Apostle and true friend of thy Teacher, Christ our God. 

Rejoice, most dearly beloved Paul, preacher of the Faith and teacher of the whole world. O holy 

and elect yoke-fellows, since ye have boldness, entreat Christ our God that our souls be saved. 
 

THEOTOKION FOR THE RESURRECTION IN TONE SIX 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

O most pure one, when Christ the Lord, my Creator and Savior, came forth from thy womb, 

putting me on, He did free Adam from the ancient curse. Wherefore, O most pure one, since thou 

art the Theotokos and a Virgin in truth, we shout to thee untiringly with the angels, saying: 

Rejoice, Lady, O thou who art the helper, the cover, and the salvation of our souls. 

 

7.)  We then say the Prayer of St. Simeon and the Trisagion Prayers. Then, we chant the 

apolytikia of the day. 

 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own 

arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead. He hath 

delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy. 
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APOLYTIKION OF SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE FOUR 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede with the 

Master of all to grant safety to the world, and to our souls the Great Mercy. 
 

RESURRECTIONAL THEOTOKION IN TONE FOUR 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

The Mystery which was hidden from everlasting and was unknown of the angels, O Theotokos, 

was revealed through thee, to those who dwell upon earth. In that God, having become 

incarnate—in unconfused union—of His own good will accepted the Cross for our sake. 

Whereby He raised again the first created, and hath saved our souls from death. 

 

8.) The Priest then offers the Dismissal. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Priest:  May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His 

all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving 

Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the 

honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable 

apostles—especially Peter and Paul, whose memory we now celebrate—of the holy, glorious and 

right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of the holy and righteous 

ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy 

community; and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, for as much as He is good and 

loveth mankind. 

 

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 
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Orthros on Sunday, Orthros on Sunday, Orthros on Sunday, Orthros on Sunday, June June June June 28282828, 2015, 2015, 2015, 2015    
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1.)  Orthros begins as usual: 

Priest: Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
 

Choir: Amen. 

 

2.) The people then say the Trisagion Prayers. 

 

3.) The three troparia starting with “O Lord, save Thy people” are always read plainly or 

simply intoned but NEVER chanted in an assigned tone. 

 

4.)  All six of the Orthros Psalms must be read plainly, without intonation, in their entirety. 

Please note: 

 

**In the Kazan Byzantine Music volume for Orthros (Page 2), there is an omission in the 

first introductory stichos. It should read, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace, goodwill toward men.” Please make this correction in your books. 

 

5.)  After the Great Litany and the priest’s exclamation “For unto Thee are due…” we chant 

“God is the Lord” with its stichoi and the apolytikia of the day. 

 

“GOD IS THE LORD” IN TONE THREE 

Choir:  God is the Lord and hath appeared unto us. Blessed is He that cometh in the 

Name of the Lord. 
 

Verse 1.  O give thanks unto the Lord and call upon His Holy Name. (Refrain) 
 

Verse 2.  All nations compassed me about: but in the Name of the Lord will I destroy them. 

(Refrain) 
 

Verse 3.  This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. (Refrain) 

 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own 

arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead. He hath 

delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE FOUR 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede with the 

Master of all to grant safety to the world, and to our souls the Great Mercy. 
 

RESURRECTIONAL THEOTOKION IN TONE FOUR 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

The Mystery which was hidden from everlasting and was unknown of the angels, O Theotokos, 

was revealed through thee, to those who dwell upon earth. In that God, having become 
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incarnate—in unconfused union—of His own good will accepted the Cross for our sake. 

Whereby He raised again the first created, and hath saved our souls from death. 

 

6.)  The Little Litany and the priest’s exclamation “For Thine is the might...” 

 

7.) The Poetic Kathismata from the Octoechos and the Menaion. 

 

THIRD TONE RESURRECTIONAL KATHISMATA (Plain Reading) 

First Kathisma 

Christ is risen from the dead, He Who is the first-fruits of those that slept: the First-born of 

creation and the Creator of all things created! He hath renewed by Himself the nature of our 

corrupt race. Wherefore, Thou shalt reign no more, O Death; for the Lord of all hath nullified thy 

power and dissolved it. 

 

(For Ss. Peter & Paul) Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Having abandoned the fishing grounds thou didst receive from the Father Himself the revelation 

of the Word’s Incarnation, and as one who is privileged thou didst cry to all, saying unto thy 

Creator: I have known Thee as the Son of God, consubstantial with Him. Wherefore, in all truth, 

thou hast been worthily shown forth the Rock of the holy Faith, and thou holdest the keys of 

grace. Intercede, therefore, O Apostle Peter, with Christ God to grant forgiveness of iniquities to 

those who eagerly celebrate thy holy memorial. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Verily, Gabriel, overwhelmed by the splendor of thy virginity and the abundant brilliancy of thy 

purity, hailed thee, saying, O Theotokos! What dutiful praise shall I offer thee? Or what shall I 

call thee? I am overwhelmed with surprise and perplexity. But as I have been commanded, I shall 

hail thee, Rejoice, O full of grace. 

 

Second Kathisma 

Because of Thine immutable Divinity, O Lord, and Thy voluntary sufferings, Hades was 

overwhelmed, and moaned within itself, saying, Verily, I am in dread fear of the Person of this 

incorruptible body; for I see the unseen fighting me secretly, and behold those whom I have held 

shouting, Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ. 

 

(For Ss. Peter & Paul) Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

From Heaven, from Christ God, thou didst receive the call, thus appearing as the preacher of 

light, illuminating all with the teachings of grace; for having impugned the worship of the written 

law, thou didst cause to rise the knowledge of the Spirit for believers. Therefore, worthily thou 

didst ascend to the third heaven and attained paradise. Wherefore, O Apostle Paul, intercede with 

Christ God to grant forgiveness of iniquities to those who eagerly celebrate thy holy memorial. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Verily, O Theotokos, the incomprehensible and boundless, consubstantial with the Father and the 

Spirit, hast thou held secretly in thy womb. And by thy birth-giving we have learned to glorify in 

the world the act of the one immiscible Trinity. Therefore, with gratitude we cry to thee, Rejoice, 

O thou that art full of grace. 
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Third Kathisma for Ss. Peter & Paul 

Let us extol those two great luminaries of exceeding radiance, the all-wise Peter and Paul, who 

have been manifested as the heads of the Disciples, radiating with the fire of the divine Spirit, 

and burning up the darkness of error, thus attaining worthily their abode in the Kingdom on high, 

being equal in grace and rank. Wherefore, we cry unto them, saying: O Apostles of Christ God, 

seek forgiveness of iniquities for those who eagerly celebrate your holy memorial. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages. Amen. 

By conceiving the Wisdom and Word of God in thy womb, without being consumed thereby, 

thou bearest ineffably the Creator Who made all things; in thine arms, thou hast held Him Who 

filleth the universe, and hast fed at thy breast Him Who feedeth the world entire. Wherefore, I 

beseech thee, O thou all-holy Virgin and Mother of God, that I be redeemed from my many sins 

when I shall have to stand before the Face of my Creator and God; O pure Lady Virgin, help me 

in that hour, for thou can do whatsoever thou dost will, O all-hymned Maiden. 

 

8.)  Benedictions (Evlogetaria) in Tone 5. (Red Service Book 62-63; Kazan Orthros 41-44) 

 

9.)  The Little Litany and the priest’s exclamation “For blessed is Thy Name...” 

 

10.)  The Hypakoë, Anabathmoi and the Prokeimenon with its accompanying stichos are all 

from the Octoechos for Tone 3. (Nassar 155-157; Kazan Orthros 50-51) 

 

11.) The priest’s exclamation “For Holy art Thou, O our God, Who restest in the Holy 

Place,” and the choir sings in Tone 2: 

 

Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. (TWICE) 
 

Stichos: Praise ye God in His saints; praise Him in the firm foundation of His power. 
 

Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. 

 

12.)  The Second Eothinon Gospel (Luke 24:1-12) is chanted from the Holy Table. 

 

13.)  We read “In that we have beheld the Resurrection of Christ ...” (Kazan Orthros 66) 

**In the last line of this prayer in several Archdiocesan publications, there is an 

erroneous omission. It should read: “for in that He endured the Cross for us, He hath 

destroyed death by death.” Please make this correction in your books. 

 

14.)  We read Psalm 50. (Nassar, 82; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

 

15.)  Troparia following Psalm 50 as usual. (Serv. Bk., 67; Kazan Sun. Mat., 67-68) 

 

16.) Next follows the Intercession for Orthros. 
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THE INTERCESSION
1
 

Deacon: O God, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. Visit Thy world with mercy and 

compassions. Exalt the horn of Orthodox Christians, and send down upon us Thy rich mercies. 

Through the intercessions of our all-immaculate Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary; by the 

might of the precious and life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable bodiless Powers 

of heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious prophet, forerunner and Baptist John; of 

the holy, glorious, all-laudable apostles Peter and Paul—whose memory we now celebrate—and 

of all the holy apostles; of our fathers among the saints, great hierarchs and ecumenical teachers, 

Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian and John Chrysostom; Athanasius, Cyril and John the 

Merciful, patriarchs of Alexandria; Nicholas of Myra, Spyridon of Trimythous and Nektarios of 

Pentapolis, the Wonderworkers; of our fathers among the saints Tikhon, patriarch of Moscow 

and Raphael, bishop of Brooklyn; of the holy, glorious, great-martyrs, George the Trophy-bearer, 

Demetrios the Myrrh-streamer, Theodore the Soldier, Theodore the General, and Menas the 

Wonderworker; of the hieromartyrs Ignatius the God-bearer of Antioch, Charalampos and 

Eleutherios; of the holy, glorious great women martyrs, Thekla, Barbara, Anastasia, Katherine, 

Kyriaki, Photeini, Marina, Paraskeva and Irene; of the holy, glorious, right-victorious martyrs; of 

our venerable and God-bearing fathers who shone in the ascetic life; of Saint N., the patron and 

protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, 

and of all the saints: we beseech Thee, O most merciful Lord, hearken unto the petitions of us 

sinners who make our supplications unto Thee, and have mercy upon us. 

 

The choir sings “Lord, have mercy” twelve times, and the priest exclaims “Through the mercies 

and compassions…” 

 

17.)  Next follows the Kontakion, Oikos and Synaxarion. 

 

KONTAKION & OIKOS FOR ALL SAINTS SUNDAY (Plain Reading) 

As first-fruits of our nature to the Planter of created things, the world presenteth the God-bearing 

martyred Saints in off’ring unto Thee, O Lord. Through their earnest entreaties, keep Thy 

Church in deep peace and divine tranquility, through the pure Theotokos, O Thou Who art 

greatly merciful. 

 

They that have borne witness in all the earth and have taken up their dwelling in the Heavens, 

who have imitated Christ’s Passion and who have taken away our passions, are assembled here 

today, showing that the Church of the first-born presenteth a type of the Church above as she 

crieth out to Christ: Thou art my God; do Thou preserve me through the pure Theotokos, O Thou 

Who art greatly merciful. 

 

KONTAKION AND OIKOS FOR SS. PETER AND PAUL (Plain Reading) 

Verily, O Lord, Thou hast translated to bliss and the enjoyment of thy blessings Peter and Paul, 

those two trustworthy preachers, theologians and heads of Thine Apostles; for thou didst accept 

their struggles and death as better than any sacrifice, O Thou Who alone knowest the secrets of 

our hearts. 
 

                                            
1 Saints of particular local veneration may be included among the Saints of their same classification at the discretion of the pastor. 
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Make my tongue to speak plainly, O my Savior; enlarge my mouth and fill it, and give my heart 

compunction that I may be the first to follow what I say and to do what I teach; for everyone that 

doeth and teacheth, it saith, the same is great. For if I speak without doing, I am reckoned as 

sounding brass. Wherefore, grant me to say what is needful and to do what is expedient, O Thou 

Who alone knowest the secrets of our hearts. 
 

THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading) 

Today in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the holy, glorious, all-laudable and 

foremost of the Apostles, Peter and Paul. 

Verses 
Peter, who preached the Cross, died by crucifixion; 

And Paul by the sword’s cutting, who cut down error. 

On the twenty-ninth Peter suffered the Cross and Paul the sword. 
 

Together, they are the patrons and protectors of the Patriarchate of Antioch. Peter was the first of 

the disciples to clearly express faith in the Lord Jesus saying: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 

living God” (Matt. 16:16). When the Lord was brought to trial, Peter denied Him three times but 

Peter repented of this shame. When Peter answered Jesus three times that he loved Him, (John 

21:15-17) this covered the three denials. After the descent of the Holy Spirit, Peter powerfully 

preached the gospel, healed the sick and resurrected the dead, even from his shadow. Seeing his 

cross before him, Peter begged his executioners to crucify him upside down, for he considered 

himself unworthy to die as did his Lord.  

Paul was born as Saul in Tarsus of the tribe of Benjamin. He studied under Gamaliel, was 

a Pharisee and a persecutor of Christianity. He was miraculously converted to the Christian Faith 

by the Lord Himself Who appeared to him on the road to Damascus. The Lord asked, “Saul, 

Saul, why do you persecute Me?” (Acts 9:4). Saul was blinded, but regained his sight when he 

was baptized by the Apostle Ananias. Then, with a fiery zeal, Paul preached the Gospel 

everywhere from the borders of Arabia to Spain, among the Jews and Gentiles. As horrible as his 

sufferings were, so much more was his superhuman patience. Paul attained such a degree of 

perfection he could say: “It is now no longer I that live, but Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2:20).  

Church tradition teaches that Paul was beheaded in Rome during the reign of Emperor 

Nero at the same time as Peter’s crucifixion in 64 A.D. Thus these great servants of the Great 

Lord reposed and received the wreath of eternal glory. 

By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 
 

18.) We chant the katavasias of the Akathist Canon, followed by the magnificat “More 

honorable” and then the ninth katavasia of the Akathist Canon. 
 

KATAVASIAS OF THE AKATHIST CANON IN TONE FOUR 

Ode 1. I shall open my mouth and it will be filled with the Spirit; and I shall speak forth to the 

Queen and Mother. I shall be seen joyfully singing her praises, and I shall delight to sing of her 

wonders. 
 

Ode 3. As a living and copious fountain, O Theotokos, do thou strengthen those who hymn thy 

praises, and are joined together in spiritual company for thy service; and in thy divine glory 

make them worthy of crowns of glory. 
 

Ode 4. He Who sits in clouds of glory upon the throne of Godhead, Jesus the most high God, 

came with mighty hand and saved those who cried out unto Him: Glory to Thy power, O Christ. 
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Ode 5. All creation was amazed at thy divine glory, for thou, O unwedded Virgin, didst hold in 

thee the God of all, and didst bear the Eternal Son, Who rewards with salvation all those who 

hymn thy praises. 
 

Ode 6. As we the Godly-minded, celebrate this divine and all-honorable feast of the Mother of 

God: come, let us clap our hands together and glorify the God Whom she bore. 
 

Ode 7. The Godly-minded children worshipped not the creature rather than the Creator, but 

trampling upon the threat of fire in manly fashion, they rejoiced and sang: O All-praised Lord 

and God of our Fathers, blessed art Thou. 

 

We praise, we bless, and we worship the Lord. 

Ode 8. The three holy children in the furnace the Child of the Theotokos saved; then was the 

type, now is its fulfillment, and the whole world gathers to sing: All ye works praise the Lord 

and magnify Him unto all ages. 

 

Deacon: The Theotokos and Mother of the Light let us honor and magnify in song. 

 

MAGNIFICATIONS IN TONE FOUR 

Choir: My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

Refrain: More honorable than the Cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the 

Seraphim, thou who without corruption barest God the Word, and art truly 

Theotokos, we magnify thee. (Repeat after each Verse.) 

+  For He hath regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden; for behold from henceforth all 

generations shall call me blessed. (Refrain) 

+  For He that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is His Name; and His mercy is on them 

that fear Him, throughout all generations. (Refrain) 

+  He hath showed strength with His arm; He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of 

their hearts. (Refrain) 

+  He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath 

filled the empty with good things, and the rich hath He sent empty away. (Refrain) 

+  He remembering His mercy hath helped His servant Israel, as He promised to our forefathers, 

Abraham and his seed forever. (Refrain) 

 

Ode 9. Let all the earth-born mortals rejoice in the Spirit, bearing their lamps. And let the nature 

of bodiless Minds celebrate with honor the holy festival of the Mother of God, and cry out: Hail! 

All-blessed, pure, and ever-virgin Theotokos! 

 

19.)  The Little Litany and the priest’s exclamation “For all the powers of Heaven...” 

 

20.)  Exaposteilaria: we chant “Holy is the Lord our God” (thrice) and “Exalt ye the Lord...” 

Then we chant the following:  
 

THE FOURTH EOTHINON EXAPOSTEILARION IN TONE TWO 

Let us gleam, shining with virtues, and behold the men standing in brilliant clothes inside the 

grave, giving life to the ointment-bearing women with their faces downcast. Let us learn of the 

Resurrection of the Lord of Heaven and hasten with Peter to the tomb and wonder at the great 

happening, waiting to behold Christ the Life. 
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EXAPOSTEILARION & THEOTOKION FOR SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE TWO 

(**Hearken, ye women**) 

Let us all praise with sacred hymns * Peter and Paul, the men of God, * the foremost of the 

Apostles * and the bright lights of the whole world; * the preachers of the holy Faith, * the 

trumpets of theology, * revealers of divine decrees, * the pillars of the august Church, * and the 

destroyers of error. 

 

O Virgin Mother of our God, * O Maiden full of grace divine, * the great and marvelous 

myst’ry * of thy miraculous childbirth * the Prophets long ago proclaimed; * the holy Martyrs all 

confessed; * the famed Apostles taught thereof; * the Angels hymn it with praises; * and men do 

offer it rev’rence. 

 

21.)  We chant “The Praises” in Tone 3 with eight troparia: 
 
Verse 1. This glory shall be to all His saints. 

Come together, all ye people, and know the power of the dreadful secret; for Christ our Savior, 

the eternal Word, hath been crucified for our sake, and was buried willingly, and hath risen from 

the dead to save all. To Him let us bow down in worship. 

 

Verse 2. Praise God in His sanctuary: praise Him in the firmament of His power. 

The guards have published it abroad, O Lord, telling of all Thy wonders. But the assembly of 

falsehood filled their right hands with bribes, thinking that thereby they might conceal Thy 

Resurrection which the world doth glorify. Wherefore, have mercy upon us. 

 

Verse 3. Praise Him for His mighty acts: praise Him according to His excellent greatness. 

Verily, all creatures were filled with joy when they received the glad tidings of Thy 

Resurrection; for Mary Magdalene, coming to Thy grave, met an angel in a brilliant robe sitting 

on the stone, who said, Why seekest thou the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen. 

As He said, He will go before ye into Galilee. 

 

Verse 4. Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet: praise Him with the psaltery and harp. 

O Master, Lover of mankind, with Thy light do we behold light; for Thou art risen from the 

dead, granting salvation to the race of man, that the whole creation may glorify Thee alone, Who 

art without sin. Have mercy upon us. 

 

For Ss. Peter and Paul in Tone Four (**Thou who wast called from on high**) 

Verse 5. Praise Him with the timbrel and dance; praise Him with stringed instruments and organs. 

When Christ the Master and Savior spake the question * to His choir of Twelve Apostles, saying 

unto them: * Whom do men say that I am, O friends? * Then came the answer * from Peter, who 

had received grace from on high, * as the most elect of Christ's disciples and the first; * and he 

proclaimed Christ's Divinity, * and cried out clearly: * Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living 

God. * And he is therefore rightly counted blest, * since he truly received from the Heaven's 

heights * the divine revelation * and authority to bind and loose. 
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Verse 6. Praise Him upon the loud cymbals: praise Him upon the high-sounding cymbals. Let 

everything that hath breath praise the Lord. 

Thou who wast called from on high and not by mankind, * when the earthly darkness had 

bedimmed thy fleshly eyes, * and by this blinding, had brought to light * and shown forth 

clearly * the dismal gloominess of impiety, * then the light from Heaven shined its lightning 

radiance * upon the eyes of thy mind, O Paul, * thereby revealing * to thee the beauty of godly 

piety. * Hence, thou didst come to know the One that doth * bring forth light out of darkness, 

yea, Christ our God. * Do thou therefore entreat Him * to enlighten and to save our souls. 

 
Verse 7. Their sound hath gone forth into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world. 

In very truth, thou wast called the Rock most rightly, * whereupon the Lord hath strengthened 

the unshakeable * Faith of the Church; for He made of thee * a great chief shepherd * over the 

rational sheep of His own flock. * Wherefore, in that He is good, He hath appointed thee * to 

hold the keys of the Heavens' gates, * to open unto * all that with faith strive to enter in 

thereat. * Hence, as was meet and right, thou wast vouchsafed * to be crucified like as thy 

Master was. * Do thou therefore entreat Him * to enlighten and to save our souls. 

 

Verse 8. The Heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament proclaimeth the work of His 

hands. 

Bearing the Cross as thy boast, O Christ-proclaimer, * thou in all sincerity didst choose before all 

things * the greatly yearned-after love of God, * since it uniteth * all them that love to the One 

for Whom they long. * Wherefore thou wast even called the prisoner of Christ, * choosing 

temptations in all distress * as being sweeter * than every manner of pleasure and delight, * and 

wast deemed worthy of an honored death, * and art now with thy Master, O blessed Paul. * Do 

thou therefore entreat Him * to enlighten and to save our souls. 

 

THE DOXASTICON OF SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE SIX 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The most solemn festival of the Apostles is come to the Church of Christ, bringing us salvation. 

Therefore let us mystically clap our hands and cry out to them: Rejoice, ye luminaries for those 

in darkness; ye are rays of the Sun. Rejoice, Peter and Paul, ye indestructible foundations of the 

divine doctrines, ye friends of Christ, ye precious vessels. Be ye present invisibly in our midst, 

and deem us worthy of immaterial gifts, as we acclaim your feast with songs. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Most blessed art thou, O Virgin Theotokos, for through Him that was incarnate of thee is Hades 

despoiled, Adam is recalled from the dead, the curse is made void, Eve is set free, death is slain, 

and we are endowed with life. Wherefore, in hymns of praise, we cry aloud: Blessed art Thou, O 

Christ our God, Who is thus well pleased, glory to Thee. 

 

22.)  We chant the Great Doxology in Tone 6 (Red Service Book 75-76, Kazan 225-229), 

followed by: 
 

TROPARION IN TONE FOUR 

Today is Salvation come into the world. Let us sing praises to Him Who arose from the grave, 

the Author of our life; for having by Death destroyed death, He hath given us victory and Great 

Mercy. 
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