Divine Liturgy Variables on January 25
Gregory the Theologian, archbishop of Constantinople
Venerable Demetrios the Sacristan; New-martyr Auxentios of Constantinople

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the one
for the head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese.
Deacon:

For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from
captivity and safe return, let us pray to the Lord.

Choir:

Lord, have mercy.

THE SECOND ANTIPHON
Save us, O Son of God, Who art wondrous in the Saints; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF ORDINARY WEEKDAYS
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Who art wondrous in
the Saints; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.


Now sing these apolytikia in the following order.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN IN TONE ONE
The shepherd’s pipe of thy theology conquered the trumpets of the philosophers; for since thou
didst search out the depths of the Spirit, beauty of speech was added to thee. But intercede with
Christ God, O Father Gregory, that our souls be saved.


Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple, only if St. Gregory is not
the patron saint of your temple.

KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE
(CHANT) (CHORAL)
Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst
bless Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm them
whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind.
THE EPISTLE
My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding.
Hear this, all ye people.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (7:26-8:2)
Brethren, it was fitting that we should have such a High Priest, holy, blameless, unstained,
separated from sinners, exalted above the heavens. He has no need, like those high priests, to offer
sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people; He did this once for all when
He offered up Himself. Indeed, the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the
word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son Who has been made perfect
forever. Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a High Priest, one Who is seated
at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the sanctuary and the true
tent which is set up not by man but by the Lord.
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THE GOSPEL
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (10:9-16)
The Lord said to His Disciples: “I am the door; if anyone enters by Me, he will be saved,
and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came
that they may have life, and have it abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep. He who is a hireling and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are not,
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.
He flees because he is a hireling and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know
My own and My own know Me, as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down
My life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and
they will heed My voice. So there shall be one flock, one shepherd.”
KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) FOR ST. GREGORY IN TONE EIGHT
In everlasting remembrance shall the righteous be; he shall not be afraid of evil tidings. Alleluia.
THE DISMISSAL
Priest: May Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless
holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable
Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and
Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John
Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the
holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N.,
the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God,
Joachim and Anna; of our Father among the saints Gregory the Theologian, archbishop of
Constantinople; Venerable Demetrios the Sacristan; and New-martyr Auxentios of
Constantinople, whose memory we celebrate, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us,
forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.
Priest:

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy
upon us and save us.

Choir:

Amen.

Pronunciation Guide
Auxentios: ahf-KSEN-dee-ohs
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The
Pentecostarion, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline,
Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works may not be further reproduced, beyond
printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use, without the prior written authorization of Holy
Transfiguration Monastery.
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