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NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the 

one for the head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 
 

Deacon:  For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from 

captivity and safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 
  

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT 

From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the three-

day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O 

Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN IN TONE ONE 

The pastoral psalter of thy discourse in theology triumphed over the trumpets of orators and 

overcame it; for having sought the depth of the Spirit, there was also vouchsafed to thee 

excellence of speech, O Father Gregory. Wherefore, intercede with Christ God to save our souls. 

 

• Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple. 

 

KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE 

Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst 

bless Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm 

them whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind. 

 

THE EPISTLE 

(For Gregory the Theologian) 

My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding. 

Hear this, all ye people. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (7:26-8:2) 

Brethren, it was fitting that we should have such a High Priest, holy, blameless, 

unstained, separated from sinners, exalted above the heavens. He has no need, like those high 

priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people; He did this 

once for all when He offered up Himself. Indeed, the law appoints men in their weakness as high 

priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son Who has been 

made perfect forever. Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a High Priest, 

one Who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the 

sanctuary and the true tent which is set up not by man but by the Lord. 
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THE GOSPEL 

(For the Fifteenth Sunday of Luke—“Zacchaeus Sunday”) 

The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (19:1-10) 

At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.  And there was a man named 

Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector, and rich.  And he sought to see Who Jesus was, but 

could not, on account of the crowd, because he was small of stature.  So he ran on ahead and 

climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Jesus, for He was to pass that way.  And when Jesus came 

to the place, He looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for I must 

stay at your house today.”  So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully.  And 

when they saw it they all murmured, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.”  

And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 

poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.”  And Jesus said to him, 

“Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of man 

came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 

• The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual. 

 

 THE DISMISSAL 

Priest:  May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His 

all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving 

Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the 

honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable 

apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose 

Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of 

our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy 

community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of our father among 

the saints Gregory the Theologian, archbishop of Constantinople; Venerable Demetrios the 

sacristan; and New-martyr Auxentios of Constantinople, whose memory we celebrate, and of all 

the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind. 

 

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Auxentios: ahf-KSEN-dee-ohs 


