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LITURGICAL TEXTS FOR SUNDAY 

January 25, 2015 

Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople and 15th Sunday of Luke (Zacchaeus) 

Tone 8 / Eothinon 11 

Saints of the Day: Venerable Demetrios the sacristan; New-martyr Auxentios of Constantinople 

GREAT VESPERS 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) We say the Sunset Psalm 104(103) 

 

2.) We chant “O Lord, I have cried ...” in Tone 8 with ten stichera: 

Six stichera for the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 191; Kazan, Vesp., 99) 

Four prosomia for St. Gregory in Tone 1 (Men. Jan. Vesp.) 

 

Tone 8 

Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 191; Kazan, Vesp., 99) 

Verse 10: Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy name. 

Evening praise and spoken worship do we offer thee, O Christ; for thou didst consent to have mercy 

upon us by thy Resurrection.  

 

Verse 9: The righteous shall wait for me until Thou recompense me. 

O Lord, O Lord, cast us not from before thy face, but consent to have mercy upon us by thy 

Resurrection.  

 

Verse 8: Out of the depths have I cried to Thee, O Lord, Lord hear my voice. 

Rejoice, O holy Zion, mother of the churches, the abode of God; for thou didst first receive 

forgiveness of sins by his Resurrection. 

 

Verse 7: Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.  

Verily, the Word, born of the Father before the ages, hath himself been incarnate in the last times by 

his own will, of one who knowest not wedlock. He did suffer crucifixion and death; and by his 

Resurrection he hath saved man dead of old.  

 

Verse 6: If Thou, O Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? For with Thee 

there is forgiveness. 

Let us glorify thy Resurrection from the dead, O Christ, by which thou didst free the race of Adam 

from the usurpation of hades. And since thou art God, thou hast granted the world eternal life and the 

Great Mercy.  
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Verse 5: Because of Thy name have I waited for Thee, O Lord; my soul hath waited upon Thy 

word, my soul hath hoped in the Lord. 

Glory to thee, O Christ Savior, only Son of God, who wast nailed upon the Cross, and who didst rise 

from the tomb on the third day.  

 

Tone 1 - (**O all-lauded Martyrs**) 

St. Gregory (Men., Jan. 25 Vesp.) 

Verse 4: From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch let Israel trust in the Lord. 

That cause of oblivion, the grave, hath not covered up thy lips, since thou thyself art become the 

mouth of true theology, even now resounding, O wise Father Gregory, and crying out the doctrines 

of piety to every land on earth. Wherefore, make entreaty with the Lord that He grant peace and 

Great Mercy to our souls. 

 

Verse 3: For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is abundant redemption, and He will 

deliver Israel from all His iniquities. 

That cause of oblivion, the grave, hath not covered up thy lips, since thou thyself art become the 

mouth of true theology, even now resounding, O wise Father Gregory, and crying out the doctrines 

of piety to every land on earth. Wherefore, make entreaty with the Lord that He grant peace and 

Great Mercy to our souls. 

 

Verse 2:  Praise the Lord, all ye nations.  Praise Him, all ye people. 

Thou wisely didst shun the hostile flesh with its treachery; and mounting the divine four-horsed 

chariot of virtues, which doth run up the course to Heaven, O famed Father Gregory, thou swiftly 

didst ascend to that beauty which no tongue can rightly tell; as thou fully revellest therein, thou now 

grantest peace and Great Mercy to our souls. 

 

Verse 1: For His mercy is great towards us, and the truth of the Lord endureth forever. 

Since thou, Father Gregory, by grace art become a true and faithful mediator between us men and 

God, employ thy prayers, which possess great boldness: make Christ merciful to us; and never cease 

entreating and interceding warmly with the Lord, O thou truly righteous man of God, that He grant 

peace and Great Mercy to our souls. 

 

Tone 8 

Doxasticon for St. Gregory (Men. Jan. 25, Vesp.) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Thy tongue, which is vigilant in teaching, soundeth in the ears of the heart, and arouseth the souls of 

the slothful; and by thy divinely spoken words, it is found to be a ladder that leadeth from earth to 

Heaven. Wherefore, O Gregory, thou Theologian, cease not to intercede with Christ God that our 

souls be saved from perils. 
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Tone 8 

Theotokion for the Resurrection (Nassar, 192; Kazan Vesp., 110) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Verily, the King of heaven, for His love to mankind, did appear on earth; and with men did He deal; 

for He took unto Himself a body from the pure Virgin. And from her did He issue in the adopted 

body, He being one Son, dual in Nature, not dual in Person. Wherefore, do we confess, preaching the 

truth that Christ our God is perfect God and perfect Man. Therefore, O Mother who hast no groom, 

beseech thou Him to have mercy upon our souls. 

 

3.) The Entrance is made with the censer, and we chant "O gladsome Light ..." followed by the Prokeimenon 

"The Lord is King ..." in Tone 6 with its stichoi. 

 

Saturday Prokeimenon In Tone Six 

 

Deacon: The Evening Prokeimenon! 

Choir (Refrain): The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. (ONCE) 

Verse 1: The Lord is robed; He is girded with strength. (Refrain) 

Verse 2: For He has established the world so that it shall never be moved. (Refrain) 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READINGS 

The First Passage 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Reading from Proverbs. (10:7, 6; 3:13-16; 8:6, 34-35, 4, 12, 14, 17, 5-9; 1:23; 15:4) 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

Reader: The memory of the just is praised; but the name of the ungodly is extinguished. The blessing of the 

Lord is upon the head of the just: but untimely grief shall cover the mouth of the ungodly. Blessed is 

the man who has found wisdom, and the mortal who knows prudence. For it is better to traffic for her, 

than for treasures of gold and silver. And she is more valuable than precious stones: no evil thing 

shall resist her. Wisdom is well known to all that approach her, and no precious thing is equal to her 

in value. For length of existence and years of life are in her right hand; and in her left hand are wealth 

and glory. Out of her mouth proceeds righteousness and she carries law and mercy upon her tongue. 

Hearken to me; for I will speak solemn truths; and will produce right sayings from my lips. Blessed is 

the man who shall hearken to me, and the mortal who shall keep my ways; watching daily at my 

doors, waiting at the posts of my entrances. For my outgoings are the outgoings of life, and in them is 

prepared favor from the Lord. Ye, O men, I exhort; and utter my voice to the sons of men. I, wisdom, 

have dwelt with counsel and knowledge, and I have called upon understanding. Counsel and safety 

are mine; prudence is mine, and strength is mine. I love those that love me; and they that seek me 

shall find me. O ye simple, understand subtlety, and ye that are untaught, imbibe knowledge. For my 

throat shall meditate truth; and false lips are an abomination before me. All the words of my mouth 

are in righteousness; there is nothing in them wrong or perverse. They are all evident to those that 

understand, and right to those that find knowledge. Behold, I will bring forth to ye the utterance of 

my breath, and I will instruct ye in my speech. The wholesome tongue is a tree of life, and he that 

keeps it shall be filled with understanding. 
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The Second Passage 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon. (4:7-15) 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

Reader: The righteous man, though he die early, will be at rest. For old age is not honored for length of time, 

nor measured by number of years; but understanding of grey hair for men, and a blameless life is ripe 

old age. There was one who pleased God and was loved by him, and while living among sinners he 

was taken up. He was caught up lest evil change his understanding or guile deceive his soul. For the 

fascination of wickedness obscures what is good, and roving desire perverts the innocent mind. Being 

perfected in a short time, he fulfilled long years; for his soul was pleasing to the Lord, therefore he 

took him quickly from the midst of wickedness. Yet the peoples saw and did not understand, nor take 

such a thing to heart, that God’s grace and mercy are with his elect, and he watches over his holy 

ones. 

The Third Passage 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Reading from Wisdom of Solomon. (Prov. 10:31-32; 11:4, 7, 19; 13:2, 9; 8:17; 15:2; 14:33; 22:11; Eccl. 8:1; 

Wis. 6:13, 12, 14-16; 7:30; 8:2-4, 7-9, 17-18, 21; 9:1-5, 10-11, 14) 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

Reader: The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom, but the perverse tongue will be cut off. The lips of 

the righteous know what is acceptable, but the mouth of the wicked, what is perverse. Riches do not 

profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death. When the wicked dies, his hope 

perishes, and the expectation of the godless comes to naught. He who is steadfast in righteousness 

will live, but he who pursues evil will die. From the fruit of his mouth a good man eats good, but the 

desire of the treacherous is for violence. The light of the righteous rejoices, but the lamp of the 

wicked will be put out. I love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently find me. The 

tongue of the wise dispenses knowledge, but the mouths of fools pour out folly. Wisdom abides in the 

mind of a man of understanding, but it is not known in the heart of fools. He who loves purity of 

heart, and whose speech is gracious, will have the king as his friend. Who is like the wise man? And 

who knows the interpretation of a thing? A man’s wisdom makes his face shine, and the hardness of 

his countenance is changed. She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her. Wisdom is 

radiant and unfading, and she is easily discerned by those who love her, and is found by those who 

seek her. He who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty, for he will find her sitting at his gates. 

To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding, and he who is vigilant on her account will soon 

be free from care, because she goes about seeking those worthy of her, and she graciously appears to 

them in their paths, and meets them in every thought. For it is succeeded by the night, but against 

wisdom evil does not prevail. I loved her and sought her from my youth, and I desired to take her for 

my bride, and I became enamored of her beauty. She glorifies her noble birth by living with God, and 

the Lord of all loves her. She is an initiate in the knowledge of God, and an associate in His works. 

And if anyone loves righteousness, her labors are virtues; for she teaches self-control and prudence, 

justice and courage; nothing in life is more profitable for men than these. And if anyone longs for 

wide experience, she knows the things of old, and infers the things to come; she understands turns of 

speech and the solutions of riddles; she has foreknowledge of signs and wonders and of the outcome 

of seasons and times. Therefore I determined to take her to live with me, knowing that she would give 

me good counsel and encouragement in cares and grief. When I considered these things inwardly, and 

thought upon them in my mind, that in kinship with wisdom there is immortality, and in friendship 
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with her, pure delight, and in the labors of her hands, unfailing wealth, and in the experience of her 

company, understanding, and renown in sharing her words, I went about seeking how to get her for 

myself. But I perceived that I would not possess wisdom unless God gave her to me—and it was a 

mark of insight to know whose gift she was—so I appealed to the Lord and besought Him, and with 

my whole heart I said: “O God of my fathers and Lord of mercy, Who hast made all things by Thy 

word, and by Thy wisdom hast formed man, to have dominion over the creatures Thou hast made, 

and rule the world in holiness and righteousness, and pronounce judgment in uprightness of soul, give 

me the wisdom that sits by Thy throne, and do not reject me from among Thy servants. For I am Thy 

slave and the son of Thy maidservant, a man who is weak and short-lived, with little understanding of 

judgment and laws; Send her forth from the holy heavens, and from the throne of Thy glory send her, 

that she may be with me and toil, and that I may learn what is pleasing to Thee. She knows and 

understands all things, and she will guide me wisely in my actions and guard me with her glory. The 

reasoning of mortals is worthless, and our designs are likely to fail.” 

 

4.) Immediately before the Aposticha, parishes may offer the Service of Litia and Artoklasia for St. Gregory the 

Theologian. (Liturgikon P. 32-38)  

 

Tone 1 

The Doxasticon/Theotokion at the Litia Procession 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Having first lawfully purified both body and soul through thy godly conduct, thou wentest up into 

the mount of theology, being initiated into divine mysteries, O God-revealer Gregory; and when thou 

hadst entered into the innermost darkness, thou didst receive the divinely graven Law, in which is 

inscribed the consubstantial Trinity, Whom we worship through thee, as we say in praise: O Unity 

known in Trinity, have mercy upon us. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Since thou receivest the supplications of sinners and dost not disdain the groanings of the afflicted, 

intercede with Him that came forth from thy pure loins, that we be saved, O all-holy Virgin. 

 

Tone 8 

At the Aposticha, Resurrection from the Octoechos in Tone 8 (Nassar, 192) 

 

Thou didst ascend the Cross, O Jesus, who didst descend from heaven. Thou didst come to death, O 

Life that dieth not, and to those who are in darkness, O true Light, and to the fallen, O Resurrection 

of all. Wherefore, O our Light and Savior, glory to thee.  

 

Verse 1: The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. The Lord is robed; He is 

girded with strength. 

 

Let us glorify Christ risen from the dead; for he did take unto himself a soul and a body; and he 

separated one from the other in the Passion, when his pure soul went down to hades which he led 

captive; and the holy body saw no corruption in the grave, the body of the Redeemer, Savior of our 

souls.  
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Verse 2: For He hath established the world so that it shall never be moved. 

 

With psalms and with songs of praise, O Christ, do we glorify thy Resurrection from the dead, by-

which thou didst deliver us from the rebellion of hades. And since thou art God, thou didst grant us 

eternal life and the Great Mercy.  

 

Verse 3: Holiness befits Thy house, O Lord, forevermore. 

 

O Lord of all, O incomprehensible One; O Maker of heaven and earth, when thou didst suffer in thy 

Passion on the Cross, thou didst pour out for me passionlessness; and when thou didst submit to 

burial and didst rise in glory, thou didst raise Adam with thee by a mighty hand. Wherefore, glory to 

thy third-day Resurrection by which thou didst grant us eternal life and forgiveness of sins; for thou 

alone, art compassionate.  

 

Tone 8 

Doxasticon for St. Gregory (Men. Jan. 25, Vesp.) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Tilling the hearts of the faithful with thy speech, O Gregory, thou madest ever-flourishing fruits of 

piety to sprout forth in them for God; and uprooting the thorny heresies, thou didst adorn their 

thoughts with purity. Wherefore, as thou receivest our praises, O divine harp, O wakeful eye, O 

shepherd of shepherds, O hunter of the wolves, O Theologian, earnestly intercede with the Word in 

behalf of our souls. 

 

Tone 8 

Theotokion for the Resurrection  (Nassar, 193) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

O Virgin without groom, blameless one, Mother of the high God; O thou who didst conceive in the 

flesh in an inexplicable way, receive the petitions of thy servants, O thou who bestowest on all the 

purification of sins; and in receiving our petitions beseech thou Him for the salvation of us all. 

 

5.) St. Simeon's Prayer and Holy God… 

 

6.) At the Apolytikia, we chant: 

 

Tone 8 

The Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 193; Kazan, Vesp., 175) 

 

From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the three-

day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O 

Lord, glory to Thee. 
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Tone 1 

Apolytikion of St. Gregory the Theologian (Nassar, 486; Men. Jan. 25, Vesp.) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

The pastoral psalter of thy discourse in theology triumphed over the trumpets of orators and 

overcame it; for having sought the depth of the Spirit, there was also vouchsafed to thee excellence 

of speech, O Father Gregory. Wherefore, intercede with Christ God to save our souls. 

 

Tone 1 

Resurrectional Theotokion in Tone One (Nassar, 140; Kazan, Vesp., 162) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

As Gabriel cried aloud unto thee, “Hail, O Virgin,” with that cry did the Lord of all become 

incarnate in thee, O holy ark, as spake the righteous David; and Thou wast revealed, as more 

spacious than the heavens, in that thou bore thy Creator. Wherefore, glory to Him Who abode in 

thee; glory to Him Who came from thee; glory to Him, Who through thy birth-giving hath set us 

free. 

 

7.) Great Dismissal: 

 

Priest:  May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-

immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by 

the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, 

glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of the 

holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., 

the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, 

Joachim and Anna; of our father among the saints Gregory the Theologian, archbishop of 

Constantinople; Venerable Demetrios the sacristan; and New-martyr Auxentios of Constantinople, 

whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch 

as He is good and loveth mankind. 
 

Priest: Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save 

us. 

 

Choir:  Amen. 
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ORTHROS 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) At the beginning of Orthros the Troparia and Theotokion  

(“O Lord, save Thy people... Do Thou who of Thine own good will... O champion dread...”) 

are always said/intoned and are NEVER chanted. 

 

2.) All six of the Orthros Psalms must be said in their entirety. 

(Note:  In the Kazan Byzantine Music volume for Orthros, there is an omission in the first introductory 

stichos.  It should read, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.”  Please make 

this correction in your books.) 

 

3.) After the Litany of Peace and the exclamation “For unto Thee are due…”  

Chant “God is the Lord…” with its stichoi 

 

Tone 8 

“God is the Lord” 

Choir (Refrain):  God is the Lord Who hath shown us light. Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of 

the Lord. 

Verse 1: O give thanks unto the Lord and call upon His Holy Name. (Refrain) 

Verse 2: All nations compassed me about: but in the Name of the Lord will I destroy 

them. (Refrain) 

Verse 3: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. (Refrain) 

 

The Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 193; Kazan, Vesp., 175) 

 

From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the three-

day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O 

Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

Tone 1 

Apolytikion of St. Gregory the Theologian (Nassar, 486; Men. Jan. 25, Vesp.) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

The pastoral psalter of thy discourse in theology triumphed over the trumpets of orators and 

overcame it; for having sought the depth of the Spirit, there was also vouchsafed to thee excellence 

of speech, O Father Gregory. Wherefore, intercede with Christ God to save our souls. 
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Tone 1 

Resurrectional Theotokion in Tone One(Nassar, 140; Kazan, Mat., 10) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

As Gabriel cried aloud unto thee, “Hail, O Virgin,” with that cry did the Lord of all become 

incarnate in thee, O holy ark, as spake the righteous David; and Thou wast revealed, as more 

spacious than the heavens, in that thou bore thy Creator. Wherefore, glory to Him Who abode in 

thee; glory to Him Who came from thee; glory to Him, Who through thy birth-giving hath set us 

free. 

 

4.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For Thine is the might...” 

 

5.) The First & Second Kathismata are all from the Octoechos for Tone 8 (Nassar, 193; Kazan Sun. Mat., 40). 

The first “both now and ever” is the theotokion of the tone of the week that was not used at the apolyitikia 

(Nassar, 186).  The Third Kathisma is for St. Gregory (Men. Jan. 25, Mat.). 

 

Eighth Tone Resurrectional Kathismata (Plain Reading) 

First Kathisma 

 

Thou hast risen from the dead, O Life of all. And a resplendent angel shouted to the women, Dry 

your tears and proclaim to the Apostles, and cry out in praise, that Christ the Lord hath risen, He 

Who hath been pleased to save mankind, since He is God. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Thou hast verily risen from the tomb; and Thou didst command the righteous women to preach to 

the Apostles the Resurrection, as it was written. And as for Peter, he did hasten to the tomb; and 

when he saw the light in the grave, he was dazzled with surprise. Then he saw the linen clothes lying 

aside, where it was not possible to see them by night, and he believed, and cried out, Glory to Thee, 

O Christ God; for Thou hast saved us all, O our Savior, Who still remainest in truth the Radiance of 

the Father. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Thou Who for our sake wast born of a Virgin, and didst suffer crucifixion, O good One, and didst 

despoil death through death, and as God didst reveal resurrection. Despise not those Whom Thou 

hast created with Thine own hand, show forth Thy love for mankind, O merciful One. Accept the 

intercessions of Thy mother, the Theotokos for us, and save Thy despairing people, O our Savior. 

 

Second Kathisma (Plain Reading) 

 

Men did seal Thy tomb, O Savior, and the angels did roll the stone from off Thy grave; and the 

women witnessed Thy Resurrection from the dead. They proclaimed to Thy Disciples in Zion that 

Thou didst rise, O Life of all, and didst break asunder the bonds of death, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
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Verily, when the women came with burial ointment, they heard from the grave an angelic voice, 

saying: Cease your tears and receive joy instead of sorrow; and cry in praise that Christ the Lord is 

risen, Who being God was pleased to save mankind. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Verily, all creation rejoiceth in thee, O full of grace; the assemblies of angels and the races of men, 

O holy temple and paradise endowed with speech, the pride of virginity from whom God was 

incarnate and became a child, being yet our God before the ages; for He hath made thy receptacle a 

throne and thy womb more spacious than the heavens. Wherefore, O full of grace, the whole creation 

rejoiceth in thee and glorifieth thee. 

 

Third Kathisma for St. Gregory (Plain Reading) 

 

By expounding the Scriptures in godliness to convict the deceit of the impious, thou sentest thy 

doctrines forth, which delighted believers’ hearts far more sweetly than honey to worship the Trinity 

in a singular Godhead, O praiseworthy Gregory. And, O Theologian, thou didst fight in defense of 

the relative worship of Christ our Savior’s humanity as depicted in images. Intercede with Christ our 

God that forgiveness of all their transgressions be granted to them that with longing keep thy holy 

memory. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

All ye nations, come, let us in godliness praise the Mother of Him that created all, and let us cry out: 

Rejoice, only pure Queen of all the world; fiery throne of Christ Jesus, the Master and King of all; 

spotless, shining abode of the All-holy Trinity; Father, Son and Spirit’s bright immaculate vessel; 

rejoice, thou all modest Bride who art robed with the brightest sun, O all-hymned Mother of our 

God; rejoice, O Theotokos; rejoice, Ever-virgin Mary, who art full of grace; rejoice, thou infinite 

gladness of all them that sing thy praise. 

 

6.) Benedictions (Evlogetaria) in Tone 5. 

 

7.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For blessed is Thy Name ...” 

 

8.) The Hypakoë, Anabathmoi and the Prokeimenon with its accompanying stichos are all from the Octoechos 

Tone 8. (Nassar, 195; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 60). 

 

9.) The 11
th

 Eothinon Gospel (Nassar, 212) is chanted from the Holy Table. 

 

10.) Following "In that we have beheld the Resurrection of Christ ..."  

(Nassar, 113; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

**In the last line of this prayer in several Archdiocesan publications, there is an erroneous omission. It 

should read: “for in that He endured the Cross for us, He hath destroyed death by death.” 

 

11.) Psalm 50 (Nassar, 82; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

12.) Troparia following Psalm 50 (Serv. Bk., 67; Kazan Sun. Mat., 67-8) 

13.) The Intercession then follows. 
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14.) Read the Kontakion & Oikos, then the Synaxarion 

 

Kontakion and Oikos for St. Gregory the Theologian (Plain Reading) 

 

With thy theologian’s speech thou didst destroy the entangled webs of vain philosophers, while 

beautifying the whole Church with the robe of Orthodoxy woven in Heaven; and the Church, clothed 

in it, crieth with us, thy children: O wise Gregory most glorious, rejoice, O Father, great theological 

mind. 
 

From thy theological and lofty wisdom do thou fill my beggarly and miserable mind, that I may sing 

the praise of thy life, O Father Gregory; for I shall not be able to offer a word unto thee, except thou 

grant me word and knowledge, strength and understanding. So, that from what is thine, I might offer 

thine own unto thee, and that from the wealth of thy virtues, I might have wherewithal to make a 

beginning, and might crown thine august and holy head, crying out with the faithful: Rejoice, O 

Father, great theological mind. 
 

The Synaxarion (Plain Reading) 

 

On January 25 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate our Father among the Saints Gregory 

the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople. 

 

Verses 

To acknowledge God’s essence in Orthodox manner: 

Such is this Gregory’s legacy unto Christians. 

On the twenty-fifth Gregory of divine speech died. 

 

He was born in Nazianzus and studied in Athens with Basil the Great and Julian the Apostate. 

Gregory correctly prophesied that Julian would become an apostate and a persecutor of the Church. 

When he completed his studies, Gregory was baptized. Basil consecrated him as bishop of Sasima, 

and Emperor Theodosius the Great summoned him to fill the vacant archepiscopal throne of 

Constantinople. Gregory wrote numerous works, of which his most famous are those concerning 

theology. Especially known because of its depth is his work Homilies on the Holy Trinity. Gregory 

wrote against the heretic Macedonius who erroneously taught that the Holy Spirit is a creation of 

God, and against Appolinarius who erroneously taught that Christ did not have a human soul but that 

His divinity was in lieu of His soul. Gregory died in 390 at age 80. 

 

On this day, we also commemorate Venerable Demetrios the sacristan; and New-martyr Auxentios 

of Constantinople. By their intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 

 

15.) Katabasias of the Canon for the Presentation of Christ in Tone 3 (Nassar, 502; Kazan Feb. Men., 18) 

 

Tone 3 

 

Ode 1. The sun of old passed over the depth of the tempest begetting dry land; for the water dried up 

on both sides like a wall for the people to pass through its depth, singing songs well pleasing to God, 

and shouting: Let us praise the Lord; for by glory hath He been glorified. 

 

Ode 3. O Lord, the confirmation of those who put their trust in Thee dost confirm Thy Church which 

Thou hast bought with Thy precious blood. 
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Ode 4. Thy virtue, O Christ, hath covered the heavens; for when the tabernacle of Thy holiness 

came, Thy Mother, free of corruption, and Thou didst appear in the Temple of Thy glory borne in 

arms as a babe, the whole creation was filled with Thy praise. 

 

Ode 5. When Isaiah saw God symbolically on a high altar, surrounded by the angels of glory, he 

lifted his voice, crying: Woe is me, wretched man; for I have foreseen God incarnate, the Light not 

apprehended by night, and the Lord of peace. 

 

Ode 6. When the old man saw with his own eyes the Salvation that was revealed to the nations, he 

cried to Thee, saying: O Christ, Thou art my God, coming from the presence of God. 

 

Ode 7. Thee do we praise, O Word of God, Who moistened in the fire the God-speaking youths, and 

dwelt in an incorruptible Virgin, singing in true worship: Blessed art Thou, God of our Fathers. 

 

We praise, we bless, and we worship the Lord. 

 

Ode 8. The  youths striving for true worship, standing in the midst of the unbearable fire and hurt 

not at all by the flames, sang a song of divine praise, saying: Bless the Lord, all His works, exalt 

Him still more to the end of ages. 

 

16.) Magnification "More honorable…" with its verses; (Serv. Bk., 70; Kazan Sun. Mat., 76) 

 

Verse: My soul doth magnify the Lord; and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

Refrain: More honorable than the Cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim: 

thou who without stain bearest God the Word, and art truly Theotokos, we magnify thee. 

Verse: For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaid; for behold from henceforth all 

generations shall call me blessed. (Refrain) 

Verse: For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is His Name; and His mercy is on them 

that fear him, throughout all generations. (Refrain) 

Verse: He hath showed strength in his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 

hearts. (Refrain) 

Verse: He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 

hath filled the empty with good things, and the rich hath he sent away empty. (Refrain) 

Verse: He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers, 

Abraham and his seed forever. (Refrain) 

 

17.) Ninth Katabasia of the Canon for the Presentation of Christ in Tone 3 (Nassar, 502; Kazan Feb. Men., 16) 

 

Tone 3 

Ode 9. O Theotokos, thou hope of all Christians; keep and shelter and preserve them that set their 

hope in thee. 

Let us magnify, O believers, the first-born Son, the eternal Word of the Father, First-born of a 

Mother who knew no man; for we have beheld in the shadow of the law and the Scriptures a sign, 

that every first-born male that openeth the womb is called holy to God. 

 

18.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation "For all the powers of heaven..."  



January 25, 2015, Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople Tone 8 

and 15th Sunday of Luke (Zacchaeus) Eothinon 11 

 

 13

19.) Exaposteilaria we chant “Holy is the Lord our God. (thrice) … Exalt ye the Lord our God and worship at 

His footstool for He is holy.” Then we chant the following:  

 

Tone 2 

Eothinon 11 (Nassar, 217; Kazan Sun. Mat., 102) 

 

When the Lord, after His Resurrection, asked Peter thrice: Dost thou love Me, He set him for a 

shepherd over His sheep. And when Peter saw the Disciple whom Jesus loved following him, he 

asked the Lord: And what is this? And the Lord said: If I will that he tarry until I come again, what is 

that to thee, O Peter my beloved? 

 

Tone 2 - (**Upon that mount in Galilee**) 

Exaposteilaria & Theotokion for St. Gregory (Men. Jan. 25, Mat.) 

 

Thou taughtest us to worship one Tri-hypostatic Unity and an all-perfect Trinity in but a single 

Godhead, O thou all-wise Theologian. For thou didst say the Father is light; the Son is also light, 

with the All-holy Spirit: and God is one: but one light unsevered and unconfounded; thus making 

plain, O Gregory, the consubstantial nature. 

 

Thy doctrines’ lofty utterance didst thou employ most wisely, expounding clearly unto all the depth 

which words convey not: the great abyss of Christ’s mysteries; with skill thou also toldest the lives 

and contests of the Saints, O all-blest Theologian. And since thou art become God by sharing now in 

the Godhead, save even me, O Gregory; receive me in thy dwellings. 

 

As thou dost stand together with Mary, God’s Virgin Mother, before the unapproachable Trinity 

with great Basil, O all-wise Father, beseech thou for peace throughout the whole world and for the 

Church’s victory; and pray for our salvation as we now hymn thee, O blest High Priest and wise 

Theologian, O holy Father Gregory, the Church’s rhetorician. 

 

20.) Praises (Ainoi) in Tone 8 with eight stichera:  

Four stichera for the Resurrection (Nassar, 196; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 159) 

Four stichera for St. Gregory in Tone 4 (Men. Jan. 25, Mat.) 

 

Tone 8 

Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 196; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 159) 

 

Verse 8: This glory shall be to all His saints. 

 

Though thou didst stand in judgment, O Lord, condemned by Pilate, thou didst not vacate thy throne, 

sitting with the Father.  Thou didst arise from the dead, releasing the world from the bondage of the 

stranger; for thou art compassionate and the Lover of mankind. 

 

Verse 7: Praise God in His sanctuary: praise Him in the firmament of His power. 

 

Though, O Lord, the Jews placed thee in a grave like dead, the soldiers guarded thee as a slumbering 

King; and as a Treasure of life, they sealed thee.  But thou didst rise and grant incorruptibility to our 

souls. 
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Verse 6: Praise Him for His mighty acts:  praise Him according to His excellent greatness. 

 

Thou didst give us thy Cross, O Lord, as a weapon against Diabolus, who, unable to behold its 

power, doth fear and tremble; for it raiseth the dead and hath annulled death.  Wherefore, do we 

worship thy Burial and Resurrection. 

 

Verse 5: Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet: praise Him with the psaltery and harp. 

 

The angel proclaiming thy Resurrection, O Lord, did frighten the guards; but to the women he cried 

out, saying: Why seek ye the living among the dead?  Verily, He hath risen, being God and hath 

granted life to the universe. 

 

Tone 4 - (**Thou who was called from on high**) 

St. Gregory in Tone 4 (Men. Jan. 25, Mat.) 

Verse 4: Praise him with the timbrel and dance; praise him with stringed instruments and organs. 

 

When thou hadst parted the darkness of the letter, thou in spirit wentest in unto the highest Light; 

and thou, receiving therefrom the flood and streaming brightness of true theology, madest all men 

rich, luminary of the Church, O all-wise Gregory; then with the lightning-bolts of thy words, thou 

didst diminish the gloomy clouds of the wicked heresies. Wherefore, thou dwellest where there is the 

joy and the sound of all them that keep festival, O companion of Angels, ever praying that our souls 

be saved. 

 

Verse 3: Praise Him upon the loud cymbals: praise Him upon the high-sounding cymbals.  Let 

everything that hath breath praise the Lord. 

 

Thou who art truly a second Theologian, and a wise initiate of God’s enlightenment, the joyous 

scribe of the Trinity, thou past our nature hast taught of God’s nature, which transcendeth speech. 

And as thou enjoyest God more clearly now in light, do thou remember, O Gregory, them that revere 

thee; defend the Church thou hast taught and disciplined; for into every quarter of the earth hath thy 

sound gone abroad and hath taught us all to give glory and worship to the consubstantial Trinity. 

 

Verse 2: My mouth shall speak wisdom and the meditation of my heart shall be of 

understanding. 

 

Tilling the furrows of heart and understanding with thy tongue, O God-proclaimer, thou thus madest 

rich all of the plentitude of the Church with the divine seed of the theology coming from on high; 

then thou wholly burntest up the tares of heresies with God the Spirit’s consuming fire, since thou 

wast nourished with fervent love of divine philosophy, O light of priests and boast of all the world, 

thou great Father of Fathers, blest Gregory, wisest shepherd of shepherds, and the glory of all 

faithful men. 

 

Verse 1: The mouth of the righteous shall meditate wisdom; and the lips of righteous men know 

graces. 
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Thine honored mouth didst thou bring, O blessed Father, to the cup of wisdom, and thou drewest 

forth therefrom the godly draught of theology, which thou didst freely share with the faithful, O 

righteous Gregory, stopping up the soul-destroying stream of heresies, which brimmeth over with 

blasphemy. Then as a helmsman, the Holy Spirit found thee to be approved, who didst drive off and 

banish all assaults of the impious like empty blasts of wind, by declaring one Essence of a Trinity in 

Unity. 

 

Tone 1 

The Doxasticon for St. Gregory (Men. Jan. 25, Mat.) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Unto that harp of the Spirit, the mower-down of heresies, the delight of the Orthodox, the second 

bosom friend, who through his doctrines became the eye-witness of the Word, unto that wise chief 

shepherd, let us the nurslings of the Church cry out with hymns for a Theologian: Thou art the good 

shepherd, O Gregory, who, like Christ, our Teacher, gavest thyself for our sakes. And thou dost 

dance for joy with Paul, and thou intercedest for our souls. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Most blessed art thou, O Virgin Theotokos, for through Him that was incarnate of thee is Hades 

despoiled, Adam is recalled from the dead, the curse is made void, Eve is set free, death is slain, and 

we are endowed with life.  Wherefore, in hymns of praise, we cry aloud: Blessed art thou, O Christ 

our God, who is thus well pleased, glory to thee. 

 

21.) Great Doxology - Tone 1 (Serv. Bk.,75-6; Kazan Sun. Mat., 225, Nassar, 118) 

 

22.) Troparion: "Having risen from the tomb …", Tone 8 (Serv. Bk., 76) 

 

Tone 8 

Having risen from the tomb, and having burst the bonds of Hades, Thou didst loose the 

condemnation of Death, O Lord, releasing all mankind from the snares of the enemy. Having 

manifested Thyself to Thine Apostles, Thou didst send them forth to proclaim Thee; and through 

them Thou hast granted Thy peace unto the civilized world, O Thou Who alone art plenteous in 

mercy. 
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DIVINE LITURGY 

January 25, 2015 

Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople and 15th Sunday of Luke (Zacchaeus) 

Tone 8 / Eothinon 11 

 

Saints of the Day: Venerable Demetrios the sacristan; New-martyr Auxentios of Constantinople 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) During the Little Entrance: The apolytikion of the Resurrection in Tone 8 

 

Tone 8 

The Apolytikion of the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 193; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 30) 

 

From the heights thou didst descend O Compassionate One, and thou didst submit to the three-day 

burial, that thou might deliver us from passion.  Thou art our Life and our Resurrection, O Lord, 

glory to thee. 

 

2.) The Entrance Hymn (Eisodikon): 

 

O come let us worship and fall down before Christ, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, save 

us who sing unto thee: Alleluia 

 

3.) After the Entrance we chant: 

 

Tone 8 

The Apolytikion of the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 193; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 30) 

 

From the heights thou didst descend O Compassionate One, and thou didst submit to the three-day 

burial, that thou might deliver us from passion.  Thou art our Life and our Resurrection, O Lord, 

glory to thee. 

 

Tone 1 

Apolytikion of St. Gregory the Theologian (Nassar, 486; Men. Jan. 25, Vesp.) 

 

The pastoral psalter of thy discourse in theology triumphed over the trumpets of orators and 

overcame it; for having sought the depth of the Spirit, there was also vouchsafed to thee excellence 

of speech, O Father Gregory. Wherefore, intercede with Christ God to save our souls. 

 

Apolytikion of the Patron Saint or Titular Feast of the Church 
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Tone 1 

Kontakion of the Presentation of Christ (Nassar, 508; hymns from Fest. Men.) 

 

Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst 

bless Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm them 

whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind. 

 

4.) The Trisagion (“Holy God … ”) as usual. 

 

5.) Epistle 

Hebrews 7:26-8:2 (St. Gregory the Theologian – same as Nov. 13 lesson) 

 

6.) Gospel 

St. Luke 19:1-10 (15th Sunday of Luke) 

 

7.) The Megalynarion: "It is truly meet … ”  

 

8.) The Koinonikon:  “Praise the Lord … Alleluia.”     

 

9.) Post-Communion:  “We have seen the true Light …”, as usual.  ONCE.  

 

10.) Great Dismissal: 

 

Priest:  May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-

immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by 

the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, 

glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of 

our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine 

Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our 

venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy community; 

of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of our father among the saints 

Gregory the Theologian, archbishop of Constantinople; Venerable Demetrios the sacristan; and 

New-martyr Auxentios of Constantinople, whose memory we celebrate, and of all the saints: have 

mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind. 

 

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save 

us. 

 

Choir:  Amen. 

Pronunciation Guide 

Auxentios: ahf-KSEN-dee-ohs 
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