December 19, 2015	Liturgy Variables 2	Ignatius of Antioch
Divine Liturgy Variables on Saturday, December 19, 2015
Transfer of the commemoration of the
Hieromartyr Ignatius the God-bearer, bishop of Antioch
& Saturday before the Nativity of Christ
Martyrs Boniface and Aglaïs of Rome; Martyrs Elias, Probus and Ares of Egypt; Martyrs Eutychios and Thessalonica and those with them; Boniface the Merciful, bishop of Ferentino in Tuscany

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the one for the head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese.

Deacon: 	For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and safe return, let us pray to the Lord.
 
Choir: 	Lord, have mercy.

THE SECOND ANTIPHON
Save us, O Son of God, Who art wondrous in the Saints; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF ORDINARY WEEKDAYS
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Who art wondrous in the Saints; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

	Now sing these apolytikia in the following order.


APOLYTIKION OF ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH IN TONE FOUR
By choosing the Apostles’ way of life, thou hast succeeded to their throne. Inspired by God, thou didst find the way to divine contemplation through the practice of virtue. After teaching the Word of Truth without error, thou didst defend the Faith to the very shedding of thy blood, O Holy Martyr among bishops Ignatius. Entreat the Lord our God to save our souls.

	Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple ONLY IF St. Ignatius is not the patron saint of your temple.


KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE THREE
(**The original melody**)
Today the Virgin cometh to the cave where she will give birth in an ineffable manner to the Word Who is before all the ages. Rejoice, therefore, O universe, when thou hearest it heralded: Glorify Him, with the angels and the shepherds, Who chose to be seen as a new-born babe, the God Who is before all the ages.

THE EPISTLE
(For St. Ignatius)
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.
What shall I render to the Lord for all that He has given me?
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (10:32-38)
Brethren, recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, sometimes being publicly exposed to abuse and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated.  For you had compassion on the prisoners, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better and an abiding possession. Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.  For you have need of endurance, so that you may do the will of God and receive what is promised:  “For yet a little while, and the coming one shall come and shall not tarry; but My righteous one shall live by faith.”

THE GOSPEL
(For the Saturday before the Nativity of Christ)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (13:19-29)
The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of God is like a grain of mustard seed which a man took and sowed in his garden; and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.” And again He said, “To what shall I compare the kingdom of God? It is like leaven which a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, until it was all leavened.” He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem. And someone said to Him, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” And He said to them, “Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. When once the householder has risen up and shut the door, you will begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us.’ He will answer you, ‘I do not know from where you come.’ Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and Thou didst teach in our streets.’ But He will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you come from; depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity!’ There you will weep and gnash your teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God and you yourselves thrust out. And men will come from east and west, and from north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God.”

	The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual. The only remaining variable is the Koinonikon.


KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) FOR ST. IGNATIUS IN TONE EIGHT
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance; he shall not fear evil tidings. Alleluia.

THE DISMISSAL
Priest: 	May Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Hieromartyr Ignatius the God-bearer, bishop of Antioch; Martyrs Boniface and Aglaïs of Rome; Martyrs Elias, Probus and Ares of Egypt; Martyrs Eutychios and Thessalonica and those with them; and Boniface the Merciful, bishop of Ferentino in Tuscany, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.

Priest:	Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us.

Choir: 	Amen.
Pronunciation Guide
Aglaïs: ah-glah-EES
Eutychios: ev-TEE-khee-ohs
Ferentino: feh-ren-TEE-noh

**SPECIAL NOTE ON THE REMAINDER OF THE NATIVITY FAST**
Tomorrow, December 20, as we enter the five-day Forefeastal period of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, we observe the traditional fasting discipline: no meat, poultry, eggs, dairy, fish, wine and oil. Katalysis for wine and oil is made only on Saturday and Sunday.
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