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NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the 

one for the head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 
 

Deacon:  For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from 

captivity and safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 
  

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

• The Priest begins Divine Liturgy with “Blessed is the Kingdom” and the choir responds 

“Amen.” Bearing the Paschal Candle, the Priest then leads the singing of the Paschal 

Apolytikion and censes the west side of the Altar Table. 

 

Priest:  Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death; and upon those in the 

tombs bestowing life! 

 

• The Choir then sings this twice, and the Liturgy continues with the Great Litany. 

 

THE FIRST ANTIPHON 

Verse: Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing to His Name, give glory to His praises. 
 

Refrain:  Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 
 

Verse: Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to 

Thee. Let it sing a song to Thy Name, O Most High. (Refrain) 
 

Glory… Both now… (Refrain) 

 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON 

Verse: May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to shine upon 

us, and have mercy upon us. 
 

Refrain:  Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 
 

Verse: That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation among all nations; let the 

people give thanks to Thee, O God, let all the people give thanks to Thee. (Refrain) 
 

Verse: May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear Him. (Refrain) 
 

Glory… Both now… O, only begotten Son and Word of God… 

 

THE THIRD ANTIPHON 

Verse: Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let those who hate Him flee from 

before His face. 
 

Refrain:  Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death; and upon those in the 

tombs, bestowing life! 
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Verse: As smoke vanishes, so let them vanish, as wax melts before the fire. (Refrain) 
 

Verse: So let sinners perish before the face of God, and let the righteous be glad. (Refrain) 
 

Verse: This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Refrain) 

 

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF PASCHA 

In the gathering places bless ye God the Lord, from the springs of Israel. Save us, O Son of God, 

Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia. 

 

• Now sing these apolytikia in the following order. 

 

APOLYTIKION FOR THOMAS SUNDAY IN TONE SEVEN 

While the tomb was sealed, Thou didst shine forth from it, O Life. While the doors were closed, 

Thou didst come in to Thy Disciples, O Christ God, Resurrection of all, renewing in us through 

them an upright spirit, according to the greatness of Thy mercy. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARK THE EVANGELIST IN TONE THREE 

O holy Apostle and Evangelist Mark, intercede with the merciful God, to grant our souls 

forgiveness of sins. 

 

• Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple, only if St. Thomas and   

St. Mark are not the patron saints of your temple. 

 

KONTAKION FOR THOMAS SUNDAY IN TONE EIGHT 

With his searching right hand, Thomas did probe Thy life-bestowing side, O Christ God; for 

when Thou didst enter whilst the doors were shut, he cried out unto Thee with the rest of the 

Apostles: Thou art my Lord and my God. 

 

THE EPISTLE (For St. Mark) 

(NOTE: The prokeimenon verse is for Thomas Sunday) 

Great is the Lord, and great is His power. Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good. 

The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Peter. (5:6-14) 

Brethren, humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that in due time He 

may exalt you.  Cast all your anxieties on Him, for He cares about you.  Be sober, be watchful.  

Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  Resist 

him, first in your faith, knowing that the same experience of suffering is required of your 

brotherhood throughout the world.  And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all 

grace, Who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself restore, establish and 

strengthen you.  To Him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  By Silvanos, a faithful 

brother as I regard him, I have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true 

grace of God; stand fast in it.  She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you 

greetings; and so does my son Mark.  Greet one another with the kiss of love.  Peace to all of you 

that are in Christ. 
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THE GOSPEL (For St. Mark) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (6:7-13) 

At that time, Jesus called the twelve to Himself, and began to send them out two by two, 

and gave them power over unclean spirits. He commanded them to take nothing for the journey 

except a staff—no bag, no bread, no copper in their money belts—but to wear sandals, and not to 

put on two tunics. Also Jesus said to them, “In whatever place you enter a house, stay there until 

you depart from that place. And whoever will not receive you nor hear you, when you depart 

from there, shake off the dust under your feet as a testimony against them. Assuredly, I say to 

you, it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the Day of Judgment than for that 

city!” So they went out and preached that people should repent. And they cast out many demons, 

and anointed with oil many who were sick, and healed them. 

 

MEGALYNARION FOR THOMAS SUNDAY IN TONE ONE 

O most radiant lamp, the Theotokos, the immeasurable honor, which is more exalted than all 

creatures, with praises do we magnify thee. 

 

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) FOR THOMAS SUNDAY (Psalm 147:1) 

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise thy God, O Zion. Alleluia. 
 

• Instead of “We have seen the true light,” sing “Christ is Risen” once. 

 

THE GREAT DISMISSAL 

Priest:  May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His 

all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving 

Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the 

honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable 

apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose 

Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of 

our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy 

community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of the holy, glorious, 

and all-laudable Apostle Thomas, called “The Twin”; of the holy, glorious all-laudable Apostle 

and Evangelist Mark; Macedonios, patriarch of Constantinople; and Martyr Nike, disciple of St. 

George, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, 

forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind. 

 

Priest: Christ is risen! (THRICE) 
 

People: Truly, He is risen! (THRICE) 
 

Priest: Glory to His holy, third-day Resurrection! 
 

People: We adore His holy, third-day Resurrection! 
 

Priest:   Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death, and upon those in 

the tombs…  
 

People: …bestowing life! 

 

 



April 25, 2015 Liturgy Variables 4444 Apostle Mark 

 

Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The 

Pentecostarion, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, 
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Transfiguration Monastery. 


