
ORTHODOX MISSIONSUNDAY

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  L E S S O N P L A N

Grade Level: Grades 4-8

Theme: Treasures of the Heart

Objectives: • Understand that an objective of Orthodox Mission Teams is to share Christ’s love
through the example of the lives of the Team Members.

• Explain that our involvement in Missions is a response to Christ’s desire that all peo-
ple come to know Him. 

• Learn the difference between treasures in heaven and treasures on earth.
• Discover that missionary work provides a means to store up treasures in heaven for

team members and their supporters.
• Act by collecting funds for the work of the Mission Center by using the Mission Coin

Box.

Overview: • Begin the lesson with the Mission Prayer. 
• Have a student read the Bible passage outloud and another paraphrase it.
• Activity #1

Read the story.
Direct discussion.

• Activity #2
Sentence Scramble, Earthly/Heavenly Treasures and Love Letter to God

• Activity #3 - Coin Boxes 
• Closing Prayer

Materials: • OCMC Mission Prayer
• Bible
• Treasures of the Heart story
• Sentence Scramble Worksheet
• Earthly/Heavenly Treasures and Love Letter to God Worksheet
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Pray:  The Mission Prayer

Read Verse: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treas-
ure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:19-21

Activity #1: The activity begins with a story of a young Orthodox girl who asks her mother what love
is.  The mother answers with a quote from Mother Teresa stating that ‘each of us is a pen-
cil in the hand of God Who is writing a love letter to the world’.  Tying in the ‘treasures in
heaven’ verse, explain how we are God’s hands on earth, reflecting His Love as the people
of God.  Material possessions lose their value with the passing of time (where moth and
rust destroy) or can be lost or stolen (where thieves break in) or become obsolete (toys,
computers), but the treasures we build up in heaven are everlasting.  

Every year, Mission Teams share the love of Christ by working in Orthodox communities
around the world, by teaching, building, offering child care or health care.  They open up
their hearts to serve in whatever manner is needed. Treasures are laid up in heaven for
Team Members by the sacrifices that they make, and for those who send them by the
prayer and financial support they offer.  All those who participate in the process are, in a
small way, God’s love letter to His people.

Reread the Bible verse. Hand out student sheets.  Take turns reading the story out loud.
Discuss:

• Treasures on earth = the wealth (treasures) that we can see (cars, toys, etc.)
• Treasures in heaven = the good works we do in the Name of Christ, the sacrifices we

make for God and His people
• Pencil =  our actions

Activity #2: There are two handouts for this activity which may be copied on one page.  With the
Sentence Scramble, the students must place the words, which coincide with the number
on the numbered line, to make a sentence.  For the second sheet, follow directions to list
earthly and heavenly treasures and on the second half of the sheet have the students
write God's love letter to the world which He would write if they were His pencil.

Activity #3: Have your class assemble the OCMC Coin Boxes and discuss how these funds will be used
to support the ministries of the Mission Center to spread the Gospel around the world.
Send the boxes home with the students and ask them to fill them and then return the boxes
at the appropriate time. Extra Coin Boxes are available by emailing a request to
coinbox@ocmc.org or calling 904-829-5132 or 1-877-GOFORTH (463-6784).

Treasures of the Heart Teacher’s Page - Activities
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Follow-up: After class, collect the students’ worksheets.  Next week, ask students to read their letter
out loud to the class.  Encourage more discussion and introduce the idea to the students of
becoming a long-term Missionary when they grow up.  Ask students to write down the
many ways they were God’s pencil on this earth during the previous week. 

Treasures of the Heart Teacher’s Page - Activities

A Note to Teachers

Almost no research on short-term Mission Teams has been published.  What we have observed is that
those who go on Teams and those who receive Teams benefit in a multitude of ways.  Team Members will-
ingly work alongside the people of a host community.  This cooperation validates the efforts of the local
Church whether the Team helps to build a Church, lead catechism, run youth camps, care for orphans, or
offer health care ministries.  More than physical labor, each Team also offers a visible expression of ser-
vanthood, love in action, confirmation of the Gospel, and witness to the wholeness of the Church.  

People benefit by the Team experience spiritually (as witness to the vibrancy of the host community
despite poverty and/or other obstacles, and their own sense of gratitude in responding to the Great
Commission), relationally (by breaking through cultural barriers and joining with others to build the
Body of Christ), and formatively (by challenging their world-view). They are affected by the significant
life experience that makes valid their service to Christ and to His people.  Team Members are great
examples of the concept of heavenly treasures being stored up in this life.  In addition, those who support
them through prayer and financial support are also storing up heavenly treasures.
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A Prayer for Missions

God of truth and love, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
hear our prayer for those who do not know You,

that they may come to a saving knowledge of the truth 
and that Your Name may be praised among all peoples of the world.

Sustain, inspire and enlighten Your servants 
who bring them the Gospel.

Bring fresh vigor to wavering faith; sustain our faith
when it is still fragile.

Continually renew missionary zeal in ourselves and in the Church;
raise up new missionaries who will follow You 

to the ends of the world.

Make us witnesses to Your goodness, 
full of love, strength and faith

for Your glory 
and the salvation of the entire world.

Through the prayers of St. Paul, St. Fotini,
Sts. Cyril and Methodios, St. Kosmas, St. Innocent, 

St. Nicholas of Japan
and all the missionary saints, 
have mercy on us and save us.

Amen.
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Treasures of the Heart Story

“What does love mean?” Mia asked her mother one day before church.  

Her mother smiled and replied, “Mia, Mother Teresa said ‘I am a little pencil in the hand of
God who is a writing a love letter to the world.’ When others see His love letter in your life,
you will know what love means.” Mia made a funny face and shrugged her shoulders.  Her
mother gave her a big hug and said, “Keep your eyes open and notice when you are a little
pencil, helping God write His letter.”

In Sunday School, Mia kept thinking about God writing a love
letter to the world.  Miss Alexis, her Sunday School teacher, had
gone on an OCMC Mission Team last summer and was teaching
Mia’s class about the Mission work of the Orthodox Church
done through the Orthodox Christian Mission Center.  Miss
Alexis told the class about the Orthodox Orphanage where she
had helped.  Mia thought about Miss Alexis dressed in a pencil
costume, drawing pictures of a home for orphans, warm plates of
food, and children standing in a beautiful church.  Then Miss
Alexis told the class about her uncle and aunt who were
Missionaries and suddenly Mia saw a man and his wife dressed
in pencil costumes, drawing pictures of Churches with hundreds
of people from different countries, waiting to walk through the
doors into the Kingdom of God.

Miss Alexis reminded the class that
wherever they go, they are representing
Jesus. They should be fair and honest in
all they do and always tell the truth. They
should be children who can be trusted
and depended on at all times. When peo-
ple see them in school or when they are
playing, others should see that they are
Christians, doing things that Christ would
do, sharing their faith through words and
actions.  She then read the students the

Treasures of the Heart Student Page - Treasures of the Heart Story

Baptism

Sharing the faith through words and actions!



Sunday Gospel verse:

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heav-
en, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and
steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
Matthew 6:19 - 21

One of the students raised his hand and
asked Miss Alexis if she missed her new
friends that she made on her Team.  Miss
Alexis smiled and answered that her new
friends would always be in her heart.  Mia
then understood a little bit more about
love.  

That evening as Mia and her parents were
saying their evening prayers, Mia smiled
proudly as she asked if she could add a
special prayer at the end.  “Dear God,

please bless all the Orthodox people who live in far-away places.  Bless those who want to be
a part of Your Church.  Please help me be a good Orthodox person so that other people will
know that I am Christian because I reflect Christ’s love. Please help me, so that when I am
older I can go, like Miss Alexis, on a Mission Team and write a love letter for people who do
not know Christ.” 

As Mia was getting into bed her mom kissed
her and said, “Mia, I think you are begin-
ning to understand what love is.  I think that
God is already writing a beautiful love letter
to the world with you.”  
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Friends

An Orthodox Bishop in Bukoba, Tanzania
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Student Work Sheet

1. Sentence Scramble

Instructions: Using the number in the boxes below, write the words on the line next to the num-
ber, to find the hidden message:

____________1 ____________6 ___________11 ___________16

____________2 ____________7 ___________12 ___________17

____________3 ____________8 ___________13

____________4 ____________9 ___________14

____________7 ____________10

Treasures of the Heart Student Page - Student Work Sheet

I
15

God
3

Who is
8

in 
2

pensil
16

the
7

world
10

am
6

a love
4

Hand
12

a little
11

letter
9

to
14

I
1

of
17

writting
13
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2. List your Earthly Treasures / Heavenly Treasures

EARTHLY TREASURES HEAVENLY TREASURES

3. Write the Love Letter to the World that God would write if YOU were His pencil

Dear World,

Love,
God

Treasures of the Heart Student Page - Student Work Sheet


