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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy:

THE HOLY SPIRIT - ANNUNCIATION – PENTECOST
CONCERNING THE MANNER OF THE WORD’S CONCEPTION

(OSB Translation & Comments: St. John Damascus)

The angel of the Lord was sent to the holy Virgin, a descendent of David, a house fallen and disgraced. And
bearing glad tidings to her, he said, Hail thou highly favorer, the Lord is with thee.  She was concerned at
his word, yet the angel said to her, “Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favor with God, and shalt bring
forth a Son and shalt call His name Jesus; for He shall save His people from their sins. Hence it comes that
Jesus has the interpretation Savior.  When she asked in her perplexity, “How can this be, seeing I know not
a man?”, the angel answered, “The Holy Spirit shall came upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee.  Therefore also, the holy thing whom shall be born of thee, shall be called the Son of
God. She responded, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord: be it unto me according to Thy word.

After the assent of the holy Virgin, the Holy Spirit descended on her, according to the word of the Lord
which the angel spoke, purifying her(1), and granting her power to receive the divinity of the Word, and
likewise power to bring forth(2). And then was she overshadowed(3) by the enhypostatic Wisdom and
Power of the most high God, the Son of God Who is of like essence with the Father as of Divine seed, and
from her holy and most pure blood He formed flesh animated with the spirit of reason and thought, the
first-fruits of our compound nature(4): not by procreation but by creation through the Holy Spirit

The divine Word was not made one with flesh having an independent pre-existence, but taking up His
abode in the womb of the holy Virgin, He unreservedly in His own nature, took upon Himself through
the pure blood of the eternal Virgin, a body of flesh animated with the spirit of reason and thought.
Wherefore we speak not of man as having become God, but of God, as having become Man. For being
by nature perfect God, He naturally became likewise perfect Man: and did not change His nature and
did not make one compound nature out of His divine nature and the human nature He assumed.

THE HOLY SPIRIT:  PENTECOST AND THE CHURCH 

(OSB: SEPTUAGINT OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT)

Pentecost fulfils the Feast of Weeks foreshadowed in the Old Testament. On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit
descended on the Apostles of Christ and those with them.  These Apostles were fishermen, and through
the Holy Spirit they caught the world in their net. The following points help explain the Holy Spirit’s
ministry after His descent.    

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT
O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, 

Who are everywhere present and fills all things, 
Treasury of good gifts and Giver of Life, 

come and abide in us, and cleanse us of all impurity, 
and save our souls, 0 Good One.
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1.  The Holy Spirit ministers to the Church and the world.  In His ministry, the Holy Spirit
proceeds from the Father through the Son to the Church and the fallen world.  Therefore, the Father
and the Son are actively involved with the Holy Spirit in His ministry.  For example, the Father and the
Son are also actively involved with the Holy Spirit in Christian baptism. 

2.  The Holy Spirit is unlimited, unchanged, uncircumscribed and uncontained.  Yet He pervades,
fills and contains all creation in Himself. At Pentecost, He came to minister to the fallen world.  The purpose
of His ministry is the salvation of the world. People who respond to this ministry find fellowship in His
Church. In the Church, those who continue to respond, participate in the dynamic process of salvation.

 3.  The Holy Spirit ministers to people in the fallen world to bring them to Christ.  He seeks to
bring them from unbelief to belief in Christ and to a life of righteousness in Him.  He also seeks to
convince people to renounce the devil along with his works, his service and his arrogance.  For those
whom He brings to Christ serve Christ, do His works and imitate His humility.  

4.  The Holy Spirit ministers to the Church.  He ministers in the Sacraments of the Church to the
faithful.  For example, He makes the bread and wine in the Eucharist become in a mystery the Body and
Blood of Christ.  He also helps the faithful to live a life well-pleasing to God, and empowers them to
be a witness for Christ to the fallen world in which they live. Through their faithful witness, others are
incorporated into the Church.  

5.  The Holy Spirit’s ministry in the Church unites the Church as one Body in Christ.  He unites
the Church through a diversity of gifts and ministries He imparts to the Church.  For as the human body
is a diversity of unique members that operate in unison, so does the Church.  This harmony of
operation is realized as each faithful member walks in the Holy Spirit.  For each member of the Body
is responsible to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  

6.  The Holy Spirit’s ministry in the Church unites the Church by the good fruits He produces
in each individual who is crucified with Christ and walks in  the Spirit.  These good fruits are love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Every law of God is
fulfilled and satisfied by these fruits.  

7.  The Holy Spirit’s ministry in the Church unites the Church with the truth, for He is the Spirit
of Truth.  Christ is the Truth, and the Holy Spirit is His Spirit.  The truth taught by the Holy Spirit divides
under two headings: Theology and the Incarnation.  Throughout Church History, the Holy Spirit has
handed down this truth in the Seven Ecumenical Councils of the Church, and in the Holy Fathers of
the Church. The Creed used in the divine services of the Church summarizes this truth handed down.

  8.  The Holy Spirit, together with the Father and the Son,  purifies and empowers the faithful to live
a holy life, as they anticipate and long for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.

In Christ our Lord,  

Paul Goetz

for St. Athanasius Academy 

Our work continues and we are thankful for your prayers and financial help.
The Orthodox faith – its philosophical and theological teachings – as handed down

by the Apostles, confirmed by Holy Scripture, the Seven Ecumenical Councils, and lived by
His Church.  This is the faith that guides the Orthodox Study Bible: Old and New Testament.

BY REQUEST 

THE INVITATION CONTINUES: 
LIFE – WORKS – WORDS 

OF  ST. ATHANASIUS THE GREAT


