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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

THE SEVENTY THE LORD CALLED – Luke 10:1-17

In celebration of Pentecost and the spirit of evangelism, let's review one of the many educational

boxes found in the OSB-Septuagint Old Testament and New Testament. In particular, let’s focus

on the seventy appointed by the Lord, to take the good news of His Incarnation – His New Covenant

– to all the world. Here we will discover and gain helpful insight into the guiding spirit of the Lord's

instructions. 

In Luke 10:1-17, the Lord appointed seventy men as missionaries. Though not as prominent as the

Twelve, these Seventy apostles worked with fervor and enthusiasm. Church Tradition confirms they

persevered as true servants of the Lord, fulfilling a vital role in the spread of the good news,

throughout all of the Roman Empire. The Lord called them and they knew Him as the One Who

loved them, as a father loves his own.

The Seventy are remembered by the Church, on January 4, in honor of them and to preserve the

accounts of their many labors.  The stories concerning the Seventy, would fill a book of considerable

size and speaks of their conviction, faith, and love of Jesus and His Church.

A prominent member of the Seventy, was Apostle Titus. Paul called him brother (2 Cor., 12:18) and

his son (Titus 1:4).  Born in Crete, Titus was educated in Greek philosophy (based in early

Egyptian teachings), but after reading the Prophet Isaiah, he began to doubt the value of all he

had been taught.  Hearing the news of Jesus, the One called the Christ, Titus and others traveled to

Jerusalem, to learn more.

After hearing Jesus and witnessing His works, the young Titus knew Jesus was the promised One.

He was baptized by the Apostle Paul and served with the great apostle to the Gentiles, until Paul sent

him to Crete. Here, Titus became bishop. It is said he was in Rome when St. Paul was beheaded,

burying the fleshly body of his spiritual father. Back in Crete, he converted and baptized many

people, while governing the Church on that island. He did so in honor of the Lord, until he entered

into Paradise with Him, at the age of ninety-four.

There are many less prominent among the Seventy, who labored for Jesus. Aristarchus was

mentioned by St. Paul as a “fellow laborer”. (cf. Acts 19:29; Col. 4:10; Philem. 24) and became

bishop of Apamea in Syria. Sosthenes (Acts 18:17; 1 Cor. 1:1) became bishop of Caesarea, and

Tychicus (Acts 20:4; Eph. 6:21; Col. 4:7; 2 Tim. 4:12; Titus 3:12) succeeded him.  Simeon (Matt.

13:55; Mark 6:3), son of Çleopas (brother of Joseph, betrothed of the Virgin Mary), succeeded

James as bishop of Jerusalem. Aristobulus (Rom. 16:10), the brother of the Apostle Barnabas,

preached the gospel in Britain and died peacefully there.

http://www.antiochian.org/academy


An Academic Community of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
phone: (916) 686-6230 * HTTP://W W W .ANTIOCHIAN .ORG/ACADEM Y * email: paul@saaot.edu

The lives of these servants are representative of the Seventy, each being instrumental in helping

plant the Church throughout the world. The personal names of each of them, are numbered in the

Book of Life – as good and faithful servants of the Lord.

THE LORD INSTRUCTS THE SEVENTY – Luke 10: 17-24

Titus was educated in Greek philosophy – based in early Egyptian teachings – but after reading the

Prophet Isaiah, he began to doubt the value of all he had been taught.

Luke 10:17 - … “Lord, even the demons are subject to us, in Your name.

Luke 10:19:  “Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and

over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” 10:20
“Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that spirits are subject to you, but rather, rejoice
because your names are written in heaven.” 

Luke 10:21 - … “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden

these things from the wise and prudent, and revealed them to babes. 

Luke 10:22   “All things have been delivered unto Me by My Father, and no one knows

the Son except the Father, and Who the Father is, except the Son, and the one to whom
the Son wills to reveal Him.”

Luke 10:23  … “Blessed are eyes which see the things you see; 10:24 for I tell you (His

disciples), many prophets and kings have desired to see what you see, and have not seen
it, and to hear what you hear, and have not heard it.”

May we be more and more walk in the spirit of the Seventy, as babes of the Lord – in His Name and
to His glory – with eyes seeking to see His Light and ears willing to hear, listen, and learn from His
Instruction, not of the teachings of Greek philosophy. 

   Sincerely

   Paul Goetz

From a prisoner-student: “The path of forgiveness and learning to turn to the Lord, it is not
easy.  But your teachings have helped me and I thank you, and my arrest, for this gift.”

Please remember our prisoner-students.  They struggle with us, as we carry out the mission of the

Academy to reach out to prisoners, everywhere and of any faith.  May the Light of the Lord and His love,

continue to shine through our study program.  But we need your help. Please consider a gift of hope for

our prisoner students, especially during this season of celebrating the spirit of evangelism, in action.
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