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Our Time of Uncertainty
GOD ALREADY HAS IT FIGURED OUT

Metropolitan PHILIP’s translation has left us 
with uncertainty. Change is always difficult, espe-
cially in the Church. Here we have grown to rely 
on things continuing for the most part unchang-
ing. Feeling a little uncertain and afraid is at the 
very least understandable, but it is not a sign of 
weakness or faithlessness. How often in the scrip-
tures does God tell us to “Fear not!”? 

Now, I’ve been told often that I see the world 
through rose-colored glasses. I don’t know if this 
is always meant as a compliment. Nevertheless, I 
prefer to see the world as a gift from God, with 
amazing opportunities and possibilities. I see the 
world as the means by which we develop our re-
lationships with God and each other. This world is 
a place to discover and delight in God and all that 
He creates for us. I believe that everyone in our 
lives can help us stretch and grow. That which is 
negative or challenging can help us identify areas 
that need attention and will profit us. I also believe 
that, given everyone’s needs, wounds, personali-
ties and uniqueness, the world is the best it can 
be. I believe that God has brought every one of 
us together so that together we can come to know 
Him and return His love. The Church is a mother 
who fosters and builds relationships that bring us 
to God. God created and gave to us our Church, 
which is a Divine and human organization that 
allows us to be grafted to Christ and each other. 
She allows us to enter into Christ’s own praise of 
the Father and care for His people. This action is 
fueled by God’s Spirit and guided by the Holy Trin-
ity. This life allows us to delight in God and for God 
to delight in us. This life allows us to discover the 
uniqueness and beauty of everyone and everything 

that God created; even when that which is created 
may be temporarily in disorder or dirtied up.

Pascha is my justification for my rose-colored 
understanding. When we see the world through 
the lens of the empty tomb, we see a world that 
is broken but saved. We see people suffering, but 
with hope of eternity. We see a world temporarily 
divided, but united in Christ. We see the suffering 
and alienation of darkness, but the brilliance of 
Christ’s light. We are separated from our departed, 
but already restored. 

If I speak like a “crazy person,” I do so because 
this craziness is true. Only from the empty tomb 
can anything of the fallen world make sense or be 
restored. Only the light of the empty tomb can take 
away the darkness created by sin. Christ has joined 
Himself to us and gives us access to Himself.

In the light of Resurrection, the world doesn’t 
look so bad. We stumble around and bruise our-
selves and each other, but God has the plan to save 
us and make things right. Rose-colored glasses 
like these are available at your local liturgy, the 
Scriptures in your homes, and in relationships 
with God’s people at your church. God will not 
provide us with another Metropolitan PHILIP. Say-
idna PHILIP was very much one of a kind. God, 
however, through a process of nominations from 
the people and clergy of our Archdiocese and an 
election by the Holy Synod of Antioch, will pro-
vide us with a metropolitan to continue God’s own 
work on this continent.

God is active in our lives and in charge. Don’t 
be afraid. Christ Is Risen!

Bishop JOHN

editor’s letter
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Following St. Paul’s apostolic directive in I Corinthians 1:23, Palm Sunday provides an excellent op-
portunity to preach “Christ crucified.” What Christians understand the entry into Jerusalem to mean 
today, and what the Jews understood it to mean back then, are two very different things. The Christian 
meaning can only be discerned through what biblical interpreters call the “lens of the cross.” 

At the time of Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem, he was heralded as the Jewish Messiah. Jesus fulfilled 
seven messianic signs and wonders in John’s Gospel, which concluded with the raising of Lazarus from 

the dead. Further solidifying their belief that Jesus 
was the Messiah, the Jews had the prophets who 
foretold of this day. The Prophet Zephaniah, writ-
ing in the early 7th century B.C., proclaimed,

The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a 
warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice 
over you with gladness, he will renew 
you in his love, he will exult over you 
with loud singing as on a day of festival 
(Zephaniah 3:17 RSV). 

A century later, the well-known prophecy of 
Zechariah states:

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout 
aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Lo, your 
king comes to you; triumphant and vic-
torious is he, humble and riding on an 
ass, on a colt the foal of an ass (Zechariah 
9:9 RSV). 

To the Jews, Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem meant 
that their victorious warrior king/messiah had ar-
rived. The rejoicing Israelites thought the Messiah 
was in their midst and had come to free them from 
the tyranny of Roman rule.

Jesus, however, comes into Jerusalem riding 
on a baby donkey. A king would usually come on 
a grand horse. Why no horse for Jesus? In ancient 
times, powerful kings rode in on big horses as a 
show of their power and status. The prophecy of 
Zechariah 9:9, however, states that the triumphant 
king will come humbly riding on a baby donkey. 
Immediately, we see the unique significance of Je-
sus’ entry, since the hoped-for warrior king arrived 
in an antithetically humble manner. We get further 
insight into this event in the hymnography for the 
feast. At Great Vespers we sing,

Let us also, the new Israel, come togeth-
er today, the Church of the Gentiles, to 
shout with the Prophet Zechariah, Re-
joice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O 
daughter of Jerusalem; behold Thy King 
cometh unto thee: he is meek and having 
salvation, and riding upon an ass, and 
upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

We hear the terms “meekness” and “salvation” 
together because Jesus’ real battle was not against 
the tyranny of Rome, but against the tyranny of sin 
and death. This battle does not require an army, but 
rather one man, Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Word 

of God who “humbled himself and became obedi-
ent unto death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 
2:8).

There is another triumphant entry of Jesus. That 
is Jesus’ Second Coming at the end of the ages. 
Orthodox Christians believe and profess in the 
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed that Jesus “shall 
come again to judge the living and the dead.” The 
Book of Revelation gives insight into this event:

Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a 
white horse! He who sat upon it is called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness 
he judges and makes war. His eyes are 
like a flame of fire, and on his head are 
many diadems; and he has a name in-
scribed which no one knows but himself. 
He is clad in a robe dipped in blood, and 
the name by which he is called is The 
Word of God. (…) On His robe and on His 
thigh he has a name inscribed, King of 
kings and Lord of lords (Revelation 19:11 
– 13, 16 RSV).

At his second coming, Jesus will enter as the 
mighty and powerful warrior-King mounted on a 
grand white horse. The victorious Christ will return 
to judge the world and establish the kingdom of 
God. “It will become the universal, final cosmic re-
ality for the whole of creation at the end of the ages 
when Christ comes in glory to fill all things with 
Himself by the Holy Spirit, that God might be ‘all 
in all’” (I Corinthians 15:28). 

These two events, the entry into Jerusalem on 
Palm Sunday and the Second Coming of Christ in 
glory, find their central axis on the Cross. On Palm 
Sunday, Jesus enters into Jerusalem in meekness 
and humility. He comes not as the anticipated vic-
tor over Rome, but as the sacrificial Lamb of God 
which takes away the sin of the world – Our Lord, 
eventually betrayed by his own people and handed 
over to the pagan Romans for execution. To the 
Jews, Jesus was a failure as a Messiah because they 
did not know what the real battle was all about. No 
one – not even Jesus’s disciples – could see Jesus 
as the Messianic King because, as John’s Gospel 
tells us, “they did not yet know the Scriptures.”  

It is through the cross that the real battle is 
fought and won. The anaphora of St. Basil’s litur-
gy states, “He gave himself as a ransom to death, 
whereby we were held, sold into bondage under 

Preaching Christ Crucified 
on Palm Sunday

On Palm Sunday, Orthodox Christians around the world 
gather to celebrate Christ’s entry into Jerusalem. Hav-
ing just celebrated Lazarus Saturday the day before, the 
Church continues to joyously sing,

O Christ God, when thou didst raise Lazarus from the 
dead, before thy Passion, thou didst confirm the univer-
sal resurrection. Wherefore, we, like babes, carry the 
insignia of triumph and victory, and cry to thee, O Van-
quisher of death, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
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sin. And having descended into Hades through the 
Cross, that He might fi ll all things with Himself, 
He loosed the pains of death….” By his broken 
body and shed blood on the cross Jesus fulfi lls the 
prophecy of Zechariah, which states:

his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
and from the River to the ends of the 
earth. As for you also, because of the 
blood of my covenant with you, I will set 
your captives free from the waterless pit. 
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of 
hope; today I declare that I will restore 
to you double (Zechariah 9:10b-11 RSV).

The new covenant in his blood  sets us cap-
tives free from the waterless pit of Hades, restores 
fallen creation, and conquers sin, death, and Sa-
tan’s tyranny over mankind. The sign of Jesus’ vic-
tory occurs one week later – the glorious feast of 
Pascha, in which we sing “Christ is risen from the 
dead, trampling down death by death, and to those 
in the tombs bestowing life.” Now, with faith and 
in the Holy Spirit, we also truly understand what it 
means to proclaim Jesus as the Messiah. 

This brings us to today. The troparion we sing 
every Palm Sunday states that we “carry the insig-
nia of triumph and victory….” What is that insig-

nia? The answer can be found in the hymnography 
of Great Vespers, which states: “Today hath the 
grace of the Holy Spirit brought us together; and 
we all lift Thy Cross as we say: Blessed is He that 
cometh in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest.”  Our insignia is the cross. It is the in-
signia/badge/logo of Christ’s victory over sin and 
death. On this day, when we carry palm branches 
and sing hymns in remembrance of Christ’s entry 
into Jerusalem, let us also lift high the Cross in 
our hearts, minds, and souls as a spiritual beacon 
guiding our lives and calling us to salvation. Let 
us also proclaim, “Hosanna! Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord!” not only in re-
membrance of the Lord’s triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem, but also in anticipation of His second 
and glorious coming as we celebrate the day with 
gladness. It is through the Cross that joy has come 
into all the world.

V. Rev. Steven C. Salaris, M.Div., Ph.D.
All Saints of North America Church, Maryland Heights, Missouri

Divine Prayers and Services, S. Nassar, arr., (Englewood, NJ: 
Antiochian Archdiocese, 1993), p. 725.
Divine Prayers and Services, p. 734.
Fr. Thomas Hopko, The Orthodox Faith: Doctrine (New York: OCA 
Dept. of Religious Educ., 2007), p. 117.
Re: John 20:9
Re: Luke 22:20
Divine Prayers and Services, p. 733.

Besides our theological program, 
we are also now offering three new 
specialization tracks: Youth Ministry, 
Musicology and Iconology. These tracks 
are offered in a distinct Orthodox and 
Byzantine setting. St. Stephen’s Course, 
a three-year directed reading program 
under the auspices of the Antiochian 
House of Studies, is open to both men 
and women.
For  information and catalogue, contact 
ST. STEPHEN’S COURSE OF STUDIES, 
385 IVY LANE, 
BERGENFIELD, NJ 07621
E-MAIL: THEOEDU1@AOL. COM  
TEL: 201 569 0095

Please send me further information and 
application forms for the
St. Stephen’s Course of Studies in 
 Orthodox Theology
 

Name: ____________________________

Address: __________________________

City:______________________________

State:______________Zip:____________

Email:_____________________________

Telephone:_________________________

I ALWAYS WANTED 
TO STUDY 

ORTHODOX THEOLOGY!
WELL, NOW YOU CAN! AND WITH 

SOME OF THE LEADING ORTHODOX THEOLOGIANS OF OUR AGE.
ST. STEPHEN’S COURSE OF STUDIES

IN ORTHODOX THEOLOGY IS YOUR ANSWER.

For more information please contact:
Paul Jabara at jabarasmi@gmail.com or 514-738-8401
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Each of us has opportunities to answer questions 
and share our faith. Some of these opportunities 
come when people visit our church, others come 
at the water cooler at work when people talk about 
things that the Church provides answers for. Com-
piled here are some frequently asked questions. 
This was done to prepare for a workshop to be 
held in Plymouth at the New England Parish Life 
Conference in 2014.

Why is your worship different from others?
Orthodox take to heart the many scripture versus 
about our being in this world but not of it. Our wor-
ship belongs to God’s time and place. We gather 
in Christ outside of time and place to join with the 
angels and saints gathered from the start until end 
of time. Together with them we hear the Gospel, 
share with the angels and saints and are fed at 
God’s altar by Christ Himself. We worship the Fa-
ther in Christ by the Spirit. 

Why does your church look different from others?
Our churches are appointed (decorated) this way 
because we are joining the angels and saints in 
their time and space. The icons reveal to us that 
the martyrs, apostles, angels, the Theotokos and 
Christ are present now with us as we gather to be 
the Church. 

Icons are called windows?
Like windows, they let us see beyond our realm to 
understand that God and the saints are with us.

But aren’t the saints dead?
Those who are born into Christ and share His life do 
not die but live in Him. Many who have hearts that 
beat are dead while those without breath are alive. 

Why do you ask saints to pray for you?
We ask them because they are alive and members 
of our church. Their prayers are coveted because of 
how close they are to God.

Don’t you know that only Jesus saves and we only 
need Jesus?
Yes! Only Jesus saves, and we fi nd God with the 
help and support of each other.

Why do you venerate Mary?
Mary is for us a great example of the Christian life. 
She says Yes to God and allows God to live in her. 
She gives birth to Christ, showing us how to reveal 
God to the world. She cooperates with God the 
way we all should. We venerate her as an example 
because she is a very valued member of our parish! 
Besides, like the saints, her prayers work.

Who started your church?
This church was established by Jesus Christ when 
he prepared his apostles and then sent them out 
after Pentecost. Since that time, we have gath-

ered consistently around our bishops to celebrate 
the Eucharist and deliver the same faith for each 
 generation.

How is the Church structured?
Ruling bishops with the help of their bishops and 
presbyters gather to express the whole church. 
They all are united by the Eucharist and the love 
and unity of faith they have with each other and the 
whole Orthodox world.

Is the bread and wine really the body and blood 
of Christ?
Yes. On the night that He was betrayed, or rather 
gave Himself up for the life of the world, Jesus took 
“fl esh bread” called “fl esh” and said, “This is my 
fl esh.” He broke it and fed it to his followers. Then 
He took wine, a symbol of life and cooperation be-
tween man and God, blessed it and said, “This is my 
life (blood),” and gave them wine to drink.  Bread 
and wine are shown to be the body and blood of 
Christ, and God becomes bread and wine so that 
we can commune with Him. These elements par-
ticipate in the gift of God feeding His people, who 
are already baptized and grafted into His own body.

Do you have 7 sacraments?
We have at least seven! Sacraments are God act-
ing in our lives and sharing Himself with us using 
elements that we can touch and understand. God 
heals, feeds, blesses, delivers, joins, forgives, re-
news and acts in our lives and in our world.

Why is there so much moving around in the 
Church?
To show how we need to meet God in our lives, 
and how God meets us and joins Himself to us. We 
greet the Gospel because it brings us God. We de-
liver ourselves and our gifts to God and God brings 
us Himself in the Eucharist before sending us out to 
share the good news and bring others back.

So are you evangelical?
We are the Church that gathered and preserved 
the Good News and has lived the life it expresses.

Do you believe people are good?
We are created in God’s image and likeness. God 
is good, and even though we are born into a fall-
en world, what it means to be in God’s image is 
good and we are growing in his likeness. We grow 
through constant repentance and God’s accep-
tance. We are baptized to be initiated into the 
Church which is the body of Christ. When we live 
God’s life, doing ministry in Christ which is praising 
the Father and taking care of each other, we share 
in God’s life. As we detach from what is unholy or 
ungodly, we grow in our union with God. This union 
is called theosis or salvation.

Bishop JOHN answers some frequently asked questions
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“Whoever justifies himself when corrected re-
nounces his salvation.” This was the fourth time 
that Fr. Zacharias had traveled from England to 
be with the DOWAMA clergy. In turn, many clergy 
have retreated to the Monastery of St. John the 
Baptist in Tolleshunt Knights, Essex, England. 
This brotherly bond helps to remind us that we 
are one family.

“The beginning is always difficult, but if we per-
severe, grace will come.” In addition to the seven 
presentations during the retreat, prayers were of-
fered morning, noon, afternoon and evening; the 
Council of Deans and the Monastic Brotherhood 
of St. Silouan also met to share news and discuss 
matters of business. Of course, daily meals pro-
vided the clergy the perfect times for breaking 
bread and catching up.

“In Paradise what is needed are people whose 
hearts can accommodate all men.” The final eve-
ning of the retreat, at the end of Compline, His 
Grace Bishop Basil set the example for his priests 
by making a prostration and asking forgiveness 
for sins and shortcomings over the past year. 
Many years, Master! This was followed, in kind, 
by a prostration by all and the Rite of Mutual For-
giveness as is done in many parishes on Cheese-
fare Sunday.
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2014 St. Raphael Clergy Brotherhood Retreat

“For us, the greatest miracle was not the Res-
urrection – but that He willed to die for us on 
the Cross. The Resurrection was natural.” Fri-
day morning, we gathered before daybreak in St. 
George Cathedral for the Divine Liturgy celebrat-
ed by Fr. Zacharias and assisted by his traveling 
companion, Hierodeacon Bartholomew. As is the 
custom, just before our annual Clergy Brother-
hood Breakfast Meeting, with all of us still vested 
in stole or orarion after receiving the Eucharist 
at the holy table, and lined up in the aisle of the 
Cathedral, juniors to seniors, His Grace led us in 
the Trisagion Prayers of Mercy, naming all of the 
clergy and clergy wives of our Diocese who have 
fallen asleep in the Lord. May their memory be 
eternal!

“There is no joy if we do not run the Way will-
ingly and happily.” Thus, having been spiritually 
fed and in brotherly love, with house blessings be-
hind us, Lent and Pascha before us, the DOWAMA 
clergy said our goodbyes and set out, with God’s 
help and the encouragement of Fr. Zacharias, to 
make a new beginning.

The Very Reverend Joseph Huneycutt
St. Joseph Church, Houston, Texas

“Each day, we must ask God to help us make 
a new beginning.” This good word of Arch-
mandrite Zacharias of St. John the Baptist 
Monastery was given at the 42nd annual Dio-
cese of Wichita and Mid-America (DOWA-
MA) Clergy Retreat, February 4–7, 2014. The 
annual gathering at The Spiritual Life Center 
in Wichita, Kansas, is hosted by His Grace 
Bishop Basil and provides rest, refreshment, 
spiritual insight and fellowship for the clergy 
of Mid-America. This year, the weather pre-
sented us with no small struggle, as freezing 
rain, ice and snow fell over much of the area. 
In the end, with flights canceled, and plans, 
rental cars and rides juggled and rearranged, 
out of an anticipated 77 men, 80 showed up! 
This feat, in itself, was an encouragement for 
the brothers. Dean of Wichita’s St. George 
Cathedral, Fr. Paul O’Callaghan quipped, 
“In January, not a single flake – and then you 
guys showed up!”
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Noah was in the ark for forty days and forty nights. Moses retreated to Mt. Sinai 

for forty days. Jesus met Symeon in the Temple on his 40th day. Jesus fasted 

after his baptism for forty days. There were forty days between Christ’s resurrec-

tion and his ascension into heaven. We fast for forty days to prepare for the two 

great feasts of the Christian year, Pascha and Nativity. In each Orthodox  

Christian’s life, we are churched on our 40th day of life and are remembered on 

our 40th day of death.

It seems that there’s something very special 
about a period of forty days in the Orthodox tradi-
tion. In Scripture, forty signifies a completed time, 
a long period of time during which something of 
significance is accomplished. The end of a forty 
day period signifies the end of one epoch and the 
dawn of a new. It’s interesting, then, to note that 
secular research has shown that in the first six 
weeks of college – in Orthodox-speak, that’s the 
first forty days – most freshman build the habits 
and peer groups that will stick with them for their 
entire college careers. In forty days, students de-
cide in which groups they will participate, and 
with whom they will spend their time – or even if 
they will stick with college at all. That’s surely an 
accomplishment of significance. 

So what are we as the Church doing to make 
sure those first forty days of college are holy 
periods, and not times of confusion, exclusion, 
loneliness, or regrettable decisions? Obviously, 
preparing our students to be successful in college 
doesn’t start when we drop them off on campus 
for the first time. It takes years of hard work and 
education to prepare them academically to be 
successful, and the same goes for preparing them 
socially and spiritually to handle the pressures 
and demands of college life. This is the work of 
families, parish communities, youth programs, 
and camps: together, we help raise strong, faith-
ful, and grounded young people who are ready 
to stand on their own on campus. There is some-
thing, however, we must be doing when they set 
foot on campus: We have to show up. 

Our Church community must be present as 
students go through the crucial social transition 
that occurs in the first few weeks of college. We 
can’t expect that they will always find us or will 
automatically feel at home in our parish just be-
cause the sign says “Orthodox” on the front. It is 
our responsibility to make a personal connection 
with each Orthodox student as they go off to col-
lege so that, in their forty day period of transition, 
they know that the doors of the Church are open 
to them always, like the arms of the Theotokos, 
warmly welcoming, embracing, and loving them. 
We must give them space to find their own way, 
while always bearing witness to the truth of Christ 
and the fruits which His commandments bear. 
And if we aren’t there to share our message of 
love and faith, we should be aware that others will 

be there with their own message – good or bad. 
For the third year, we at Orthodox Christian 

Fellowship (OCF) have again launched our “First 
Forty Days” Initiative. We want to make sure that 
we do everything we can to help new freshman 
find a home in OCF and the local parish as soon 
as they get to campus by forging personal rela-
tionships between new students and local clergy, 
lay people, and other Orthodox students. From 
now until July 15th, we will be asking for the 
names and contact information of every Ortho-
dox high school graduate from every background 
so that we can ensure that his or her local OCF 
chapter and spiritual advisor is able and prepared 
to reach out to him or her when students arrive 
on campus. 

Let us join together as a Church and in true 
Orthodox fashion make the first forty days of col-
lege a time of spiritual preparation and growth 
for our college students. 

To read more about the “First Forty Days” 
Initiative or submit student contact information, 
visit our website at ocf.net/firstfortydays. 

Christina Andersen 

Christina serves as the Manager of Chapter Relations for OCF.  
She loves working with students to help them grow in faith as  

leaders on campus, in the Church, and in the world. She currently 
lives in Dallas, Texas, with her OCF sweetheart Daniel (they met on 

Real Break) and their daughters.
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We do not give thanks to God only for money. 
We do not thank Him only for health. Health is 
not always useful, and it does not always bring 
us closer to God. We also say in the Liturgy, “We 
thank Thee for this divine sacrifice which Thou 
hast found worthy to accept at our hands....” The 
most important thing that happened in history 
was the divine sacrifice on the cross.

The divine liturgy is a wedding, wherein we 
are united to Christ by means of the Gospel and 
by partaking of the heavenly food. It is a spiri-
tual wedding where we pray that we may know 
ourselves as poor before God. This is the most 
important grace that God gives us.

In Greek we call it the “Eucharist,”1 that is, the 
giver of every grace.

The reason for coming to the liturgy is faith, 
thanksgiving, and giving praise and glory. We may 
not understand everything that is said and every-
thing that happens at the liturgy. The encounter 

with the Lord amidst 
the assembly of the 
faithful, this is what 
is most important. 
There we share in 
the Lord’s table.

We do not re-
main isolated in our 
homes. In Greek we 
also call “partaking” 
koinonia, which 
means “society” or 
“communion.” There 
is no private liturgy 
for a particular fam-
ily. We are always to-
gether. When some-
one says that “the 
liturgy is private,” 

this does not mean anything in the Church’s 
understanding. The sacrament of baptism, the 
sacrament of marriage, all the sacraments were 
performed with the community at the divine lit-
urgy, as was priestly ordination. The priest does 
not perform the divine sacrifice alone. The priest 
stands as a representative in the presence of 
God, bearing with him the community and the 
world, because the liturgy is the lifting up of the 
entire universe. Here is the entrance into the 
eternal kingdom of the Trinity.

“Blessed is the kingdom of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and 
unto the ages of ages, amen....” This is how we 
would like our days to be, filled with God’s pres-
ence. The believer is always reaching upwards, 
from earth to heaven, from bodily things to spiri-
tual things. This is his ongoing struggle. It is the 
constant motion as long as we are in the body, 
estranged from God, until God reigns over our 
hearts in the kingdom of His love. When the be-
lievers taste the Gospel and the body of the Lord, 
they place themselves between the first coming 
and the second coming.

In sum, beloved, let all come to the divine lit-
urgy and taste how good the Lord is!

 
Metropolitan EPHREM (Kyriakos)

Metropolitan EPHREM, a good friend of our  Archdiocese,  
is the Metropolitan of Tripoli and  Dependencies  

and has taught at our Clergy Symposia.

1. Eucharistia means “thanksgiving,” the “giving of thanks,” or “gratefulness.”

The most important prayer that we give to God is the 
prayer of thanksgiving. The Divine Liturgy is the prayer 
of thanksgiving par excellence. Why? It is so because the 
best thing for which we can thank God is His divine sacri-
fice on the cross for the salvation of our souls. “It is meet 
and right to praise Thee, to bless Thee and to worship 
Thee in every place of Thy dominion.... Thou brought us 
out of nothing into being.... For all of these things we give 
thanks to Thee... for all things of which we know and of 
which we know not, whether manifest or unseen....”

THE DIVINE LITURGY:

The Sacrament  
of Thanksgiving
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 The great man was born in the hills of Lebanon. 
The friend was born in the hills of West Virginia. 
At age 14, the great man was ordained a deacon in 
the Antiochian Orthodox Church and worked hard 
in devoted service to those he assisted. At 14, the 
friend was simply selling newspapers during the day 
and working 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. on Saturday night 
stuffing inserts in the Sunday newspaper. Every 
Sunday, however, the friend served as an altar boy 
to the priest at St. George Orthodox Church in 
Charleston, West Virginia.

In 1949, the great man was selected to serve as 
secretary to the Patriarch of the Antiochian Orthodox 
Patriarchate in Damascus, Syria. The same year, the 
friend on occasion was able to serve Metropolitan 
SAMUEL and the great Metropolitan ANTHONY 
when they visited. The friend was an aspiring poet 
in his youth and contemplated the priesthood. He 
ran into a problem: there was a war in Korea, and he 
abhorred war. Therefore he was forced to go to col-
lege in 1952. In 1959, the great man was ordained 
a priest and sent to the parish of Cleveland, Ohio. 
In 1960, the friend graduated from medical school 
and began his professional life as an interning phy-

sician at the Harvard Medical Service in Boston, 
Massachusetts.

In 1962, the friend continued his cardiac train-
ing in Cleveland, Ohio, and met the great man, who 
became his priest and his friend. It was immediately 
evident when he first met this great man that he was 
someone special, unique, and passionate about his 
work. He was innovative and creative, and he loved 
life. He was very devoted to his work, which reminds 
one of the words of the great poet, Khalil Gibran: “To 
love life through labor is to be intimate with life’s 
inmost secret; work is love made visible.” He loved 
his life through his work. He loved his people. He 
wanted to serve his church, his people, his country, 
his God. Please remember his devotion to his work.

 In 1964, the friend moved to Miami to continue 
his cardiology practice. In 1966, fortuitously, the 
friend was on a vacation in Beirut, Lebanon, and 
by chance ran into the great man in the Phoenician 
Hotel in Beirut, Lebanon. The friend did not know why 
the great man was there and was unaware that he was 
preparing to become the Metropolitan Archbishop of 
North America, but they were happy to greet each 
other. 

 The great man said he was an Arab by birth, 
American by choice. In his role as a Christian leader, 
his love for those in need was exemplified by his hard 
work, in trying to help those who suffered, particu-
larly those who suffered during the war of 1967 in 
the Middle East. He always had a great affection for 
those people. He worked to develop a program to 
raise money for the Arab refugees of the 1967 war. 
He was in Washington, D.C., in 1968, trying to meet 
with ambassadors of Arab countries in hopes of rais-
ing money to help these refugees. As often happened 
when he was working on problems in the Middle 
East, he was left disappointed and in despair. Several 
hours after that unsuccessful meeting, he suffered a 
heart attack in the State Department. Fortunately, he 
survived and he came to Miami to recover. There I 
became his doctor and his friend. 

He was a great friend, a friend indeed when a 
friend was in need. We had the honor of spending 
many wonderful times together, and we had many 
interesting conversations about life, love, the history 
of the world, and personal issues that perhaps he and 
I could only share with a few. I was honored to have 
him marry my wife, Suzie, and me, and two of my 
daughters, and to baptize most of my grandchildren. 
He was obviously a brilliant man, a person with a lov-
ing heart, one with great vision and determination. 
He had very high expectations for his work in shep-
herding his flock. He loved the song, “The Impos-
sible Dream.” He believed, however, that few things 
were impossible – only difficult. We deal with diffi-
cult problems every day of our lives, and life without 
stress, as we all understand, is called death.

He enjoyed his life. He had a great time, but he felt 
a great sense of urgency about carrying on his work 
and his service to his people. He really enjoyed his life 
despite the many challenges he faced,  whether it was 
his health, his clergy, the laity, the political  issues, 
the whole Orthodox diaspora, and his passion and 
concern for the many people he served. He was an 
American by choice. He loved his country and was 
concerned about the travails of all the people of this 
country. 

He especially loved children. He treated my chil-
dren and all other children of the Archdiocese as if 
they were his own, but he had a special place in his 
heart for his beloved niece, Leslie, and nephew, Phil-
ip. He was interested in every aspect of their lives. He 
was not just an ordinary ummee but a very  special 
ummee. His concern for the welfare of  children led 
to the purchase and extraordinary development of 

the Antiochian Village, which we know will be the 
 final resting place of his earthly body. I have been 
honored to work with him on many projects as a 
member of the Board of Trustees and as his Project 
Chairman for the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch. He 
was particularly pleased when we supported requests 
for projects benefiting children, whether they were 
in Mexico, the Middle East, America or anywhere in
the world.

In 1972, his cardiac condition worsened. His con-
dition was so serious that we had to use innovative 
and complicated techniques. He overcame these ob-
stacles with great confidence and humor. He often 
referred to the new name his orderly gave him as 
he wheeled him into surgery: “Archie Bishop.” Once 
again, his remarkable determination prevailed.

As you know, he loved to swim. The first time 
members of the Board of Trustees raised money to 
build him a pool to help maintain his health; he took 
the money we raised and he sent it to Lebanon to help 
the children in Lebanon obtain advanced degrees. He 
was always seeking to serve the poor and the needy, 
as did Jesus. Sometimes, we liked to get him to spend 
some time relaxing and laughing. Once, my friend 
 Eddie Kassab, I, my wife, and my four little children 
took him to the Bahamas to relax at the beach and 
the pool. One day, he was swimming in the pool with 
me and my four daughters. My wife was sitting on 
the side of the pool and she, with her eagle eye and 
protective spirit, noted that a woman began to flirt 
with the great man. After all, he was a very handsome 
man. My protective wife sent my daughter, Nicole, to 
take his hand, pull him away from this lady, and said 
“Daddy, Daddy, mommy needs you now.” His face lit 
up and he began that unique laugh that many of you 
remember, and he burst out with great joy and vigor. 
Please remember his laughter and his joy.

I want you to know how fortunate we were to 
have him as our leader. Think about this. He permit-
ted the laity to share in the ministry of the church, 
knowing that the priest could not do it all, as we 
sometimes expect. Our participation in the workings 
of the Archdiocese and our ability to nominate our 
bishops was a rarity among most hierarchical juris-
dictions. It was very important to him that women 
play a significant role in the life of the Church and 
the Archdiocese, and he started the Organization of 
Antiochian Women. How important they have been 
to the growth and development of Archdiocese! An-
other example of his respect and appreciation of 
women is the fact that the leader of the Order of St. 

The Great Man and the Friend
Honorable hierarchs, beloved reverend Father, esteemed fellow members of the Board of the An-
tiochian Archdiocese of North America, brothers and sisters in Christ: I come to tell you a story of 
the journey of a great man and a friend. It is a story of work, service, determination, friendship, joy, 
love, and ultimately honor.
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Ignatius today is a woman. He strongly believed that 
without the participation of women, the parish, and 
the Archdiocese, could not survive.

It is important that you know and remember that 
he served those he loved. First of all, he loved God 
with all his heart and with all his soul. Then, he loved 
his Patriarch, his bishops, his priests, and all other 
children, young and old, of the Archdiocese, as we 
are all his children, and you know how much he loved 
his children. It certainly was not my hand that per-
mitted him to prevail despite so many adversities in 
his life. God loved him so much that he gave Metro-
politan PHILIP the incredible strength and the deter-
mination not just to survive a life-threatening heart 
attack 48 years ago, a very complicated, innovative 
heart surgery 42 years ago, and 2 additional near-
lethal cardiac episodes over the last 10 to 15 years. 
Through it all, he was able to serve the Church and 
his people and make it grow in the most magnificent 
way. Most important: with his very weakened, but 
caring heart, he gave his greatest gift to us, his pro-
found, enduring love. He loved each and every one of 
you, all over this country. Please remember his love.

God loved him more than we could love him. He 
had incredible determination: the night before he 
died he had that confident look in his face and that 
clenched fist that many of you have seen many times 
before, and he said to me, “Gene, we can do this.” 
He was seeking to climb another mountain, believ-
ing that we had nearly crossed over the summit of 
the mountain of cardiac arrest. Remember his deter-
mination. His Father in heaven loved him so much 
that it was as though He said, “Philip, my son, it is 
time to come home and rest, your work is complete. 
You have served and achieved far greater than my ex-
pectations, come home and receive your just reward. 
You served the Church, your people, this country and 
the world in a manner that will affect their lives and 
the life of the Church forever. As Christ showed how 
one man can change the world, you my son, Philip, 
have given the Orthodox Church an impact in Amer-
ica and the world. Because of you, Orthodoxy will no 
longer be the best kept secret in America.”

All of us – bishops, priests, laity – have a great 
 obligation to honor our beloved departed Metropoli-
tan PHILIP with our commitment. We have an obliga-
tion to pledge our determination to preserve not only 
the unity of this Antiochian Archdiocese of North 
America, first and foremost, but also to work urgent-
ly, persistently, and with a great vigor, to achieve uni-
ty for all Orthodox jurisdictions in America. Some of 
you may recall that I was so frustrated with the lack 

of movement on this issue that I thought we should 
try to achieve this through local action and through 
the act of autonomy, but my beloved and wise friend 
tempered my passions and told me he felt confident 
that we could achieve our goal without disruption 
and separation from our mother church that he loved 
so much.

The greatest expression of our love and appre-
ciation of our beloved departed leader is fervently, 
forcefully, and respectfully to request that his Beati-
tude consider quickly working towards raising the As-
sembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United 
States of America to the rank of a Synod in America. 
If we can dialogue with Jews and Muslims and Prot-
estants and Catholics, can we not dialogue with our 
brothers in the same holy faith? Your Beatitude, I ask, 
“If not you, who? If not now, when? If not, why not?”

Let us remember his work, his laughter, his love, 
his determination, and his joy in Christ. If I were 
asked how we could judge one’s life, I would say, 
“Did you enjoy the journey and did you make a differ-
ence to another along the way?” If you wanted to add 
value to that assessment, I would say, “How much did 
you enjoy the journey and how many did you help 
along the way?”

My beloved friend, thank you for the honor of 
serving you and permitting me to watch your love 
ignite the enthusiasm for Christ in the millions you 
touched. This is the way we will remember you. Your 
life was a great life and a memorable one, and we 
celebrate you and we loved your life.

He indeed has served many. He enjoyed and loved 
so many people. I have had the great honor to serve 
many, many great men and women, from presidents 
of this and other countries, prime ministers, kings, 
princes, CEOs of major corporations, famous leaders 
in American science and medicine. I have also had 
the good fortune to serve many less famous people, 
such as our hierarchs, other esteemed members of 
the Board of Trustees, people like my beloved broth-
er and my beloved wife, but I must say, I have never 
met such a great man. What distinguished him from 
all the other great people was simply his love. What 
was unique about his love was that it resulted in ac-
tion that benefited both the loved and the lover.

I will remember you not as you were in the last 
few days, but I will remember you as you led us to 
the light of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Thank you my 
beloved friend. I will always love you.

Eugene J. Sayfie, M.D.
Honorary Member, Board of Trustees

On February 5, 2014, the National Coalition 
Academy of the Community Anti-Drug Coalitions 
of America (CADCA) awarded Chicago’s Ortho-
dox Christian Coalition for Healthy Youth [OC-
CHY] a Graduate Certificate of Completion at the 
National Leadership Forum, held at Maryland’s 
National Harbor Gaylord Convention Center. OC-
CHY was among 87 graduating coalitions from 
across the U.S. to achieve this certification.

OCCHY-Chicago, represented by the Chicago 
Coalition Coordinator, Gordana Trbuhovich, of 
the Serbian Orthodox New Gracanica-Midwest-
ern Diocese, and Board Chairman, Harold A. Pe-
ponis, of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Chi-
cago, received the graduation award from CADCA 
Chairman and CEO, Major General (Ret.) Arthur 
T. Dean, and Commissioner Arlene González-Sán-
chez, of the New York State Office of Alcoholism 
and Substance Abuse Services.

Now in its second year of activity, OCCHY was 
founded under the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese for the purpose of preventing sub-
stance use/abuse among Orthodox Christian 

youth. Under the direction of Fr. Nicholas Dah-
dal and based at St. George Antiochian Orthodox 
Church in the suburb of Cicero, OCCHY covers 
close to 80 Orthodox Christian parishes through-
out the greater Chicago area. OCCHY operates 
under a five-year DFC (Drug Free Community) 
grant awarded by the Substance Abuse and Men-
tal Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) of 
the federal government. OCCHY is the first Or-
thodox faith-based organization to receive this 
federal grant.

The National Coalition Academy (NCA) is a 
comprehensive, year-long training program de-
veloped by CADCA’s National Coalition Institute. 
The graduating coalitions achieved eligibility sta-
tus by meeting the criteria established by the Na-
tional Coalition Institute. 

 For further information on OCCHY see 
www.healthyyouth.com or contact gordana@
healthyyouth.com.

Orthodox Substance Abuse Prevention
Recognized At Nation’s Capitol
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INCEPTION   This series began in 2004, when my mother-in-law, Frederica Mathewes-Green, asked 
if I would take an author’s portrait for a book she was writing about icons (which became The Open 
Door). She thought that a portrait with her icon might be appropriate for such a book, and I took a roll 
of film with a few variations to choose from. When the publisher chose a standard headshot instead, I 
was left contemplating my contact sheet. I was new to the Orthodox Christian faith, and fascinated by 
the fact that, while we all draw inspiration from each other, all over the world, Orthodox iconography 
was my first encounter with a long history of women spiritually inspiring each other. There aren’t very 
many women of the Bible; while my Protestant background allowed for spiritual growth and nour-
ishment, the amazing variety of stories and backgrounds and people contained in the history of the 
Orthodox Church was new and fascinating; I wondered more about how and why Orthodox Christians 
take on a saint’s name, or name their children after particular saints. This photographic series came 
out of that curiosity.

THE ANTIOCHIAN HERITAGE MUSEUM IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE TWO NEW EXHIBITS!

Women with Icons:  
Photographs by Jocelyn Mathewes

Curator’s note: Jocelyn is not only a profes-
sional photographer (see http://www.stu-
diomathewes.com), but she is also married 
to Rev. Fr. Stephen Mathewes of Holy Res-
urrection Antiochian Orthodox Church in 
Johnson City, TN, and the mother of three 
young children. It has been a great honor 
and pleasure to work with her to mount 
this exhibit, which we both hope will inspire 
further photographs of women with icons. 
Below, Jocelyn describes the Women with 
Icons project.

Anna / St. Anna, 2006  
Such a cold, quiet, and 

contemplative day. It 
seemed to suit Anna and 

her personality – a bit 
on the quiet side, but, 

like the seaside she lived 
beside, full of power 

and energy. She gazes 
off into the distance, 

focused on something 
far more important 

than the camera lens.

1
Eternal Spring: 
The Art of Leila Chokheli

Exhibits are open 
until February 2015. 

For group tours, or to 
arrange a luncheon 
or overnight pack-

age, please call Barli 
at 724-238-3677 ext. 

426. Further informa-
tion is available at 

our newly designed 
website http://www.

antiochianvillage.org/ 

A talented artist from a young age, Leila 
Chokheli grew up in the Republic of Geor-
gia, in a family that valued education, pa-
triotism and hard work. Born in 1927, 
Leila had a bright future as a classical pia-
nist and fine artist, at home and abroad, 
but the Communist occupation tore her 
family – and her hopes – apart.  When she 
was eleven years old, her grandfather, a 
world-renowned scientist and dendrolo-

gist, was kidnapped, tortured, and killed, her grandmother was sent to a labor camp in Siberia, and 
all their belongings, including Leila’s piano, were confiscated. In the years that followed, Leila clung 
to her Orthodox Christian faith and continued her artistic pursuits as best she could, graduating with 
honors from the State Art Academy. She became an art teacher, inspiring several generations of pro-
fessional artists. She married, and gave birth to a long-awaited child, Niko, who is now a renowned 
artist and illustrator living in the Philadelphia area. When Niko left home to settle in the United States, 
Leila began creating and mailing to him small works of art, which she sent regularly, with her poetry 
and prayers, as a way to stay connected with him. 

The Eternal Spring exhibit features artwork from throughout Leila’s life, including many pieces 
that her son Niko received during the fifteen years of their long-distance correspondence. A dedicated 
mother, a passionate and prolific artist, and a God-loving woman whose generosity touched the lives 
of many, Leila passed away on October 12, 2010.

View of Sagaredjo: 
Watercolor on paper. 
Leila and her family 
would leave the capital 
city of Tblisi for this 
lovely summer home 
– the birthplace of her 
grandfather, Solomon. 
Leila adored the many 
trees he planted in a 
nature reserve there.

2

Portrait of the 
young Leila with her 
mother, Tamara.

Exploring the beauty and meaning of 
iconography, through a series of portraits 
of women with their patron saint icons. 

Celebrating the joyous spirit and  
abiding faith of the artist, even as she 
lived for decades under Communist  
rule in her native Georgia.

CURATOR’S NOTE: 
Special thanks to 
Leila’s son, Niko 
Chocheli, and 
daughter-in-law,  
Kristen, for their 
dedication and  
assistance in making 
this exhibit possible. 
And some read-
ers may ask, “Why 
the difference in 
the spelling of last 
names between 
mother and son?” 
This is because in 
Georgian tradition 
a married woman 
keeps her maiden 
name, and children 
take their father’s last 
name. By chance, 
Niko’s mother was 
born a Chokheli, and 
she married a man 
who was a Chocheli 
(just one letter differ-
ence).
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ARTIST STATEMENT  
The Orthodox Christian church is very tradition-
al in its beliefs, while also having a long history 
of recognizing and honoring the contributions 
of women – both to society, and to their faith. 
Through the recorded lives of saints, believers 
can learn about the plethora of saints, both male 
and female, who are commemorated in the Or-
thodox Church, many of whom are depicted in 
icons – paintings – that line the walls of Orthodox 
churches.

Upon joining the Orthodox Church, individual 
believers make a connection with the saints of 
the past by taking on a saint’s name. This saint 
becomes their patron saint, interceding for them 
before the throne of God. As scripture tells us, 
“we are surrounded by such a great cloud of wit-
nesses” (Hebrews 12:1), who are the faithful 
men and women who have gone before us, saints 
whose lives we may wish to emulate and who bear 
witness to the life of faith we now live. We ask 
them to pray for us in the heavenly realm, much 
the way we ask our beloved friends and family 
members to pray for us here on earth. In this way, 
modern Orthodox Christian women have a deep 
and inherent connection to the women of the 
past. It is this connection which I explore through 
the Women with Icons project.

My long-term goal is to photograph as many 
women with their patron saint icons as possible 

in my lifetime. I hope to do so in a compelling 
way, bringing insight into the personalities of the 
women, and revealing the impact that their faith 
has had on their lives. I hope to compile fi fty of 
these photographs, with accompanying stories, 
to submit to publishers as a book proposal. 

 My overall aim for this project is to share with 
others the beauty of this ancient faith, its art, and 
the rich history of the women who participate in 
it, past and present. Capturing the essence of a 
person in a single image is a challenging task, and 
one that takes considerable time and effort. I have 
yet to master it. 

EXHIBITS  
In addition to the current exhibit at the Antiochian 
Heritage Museum, Women with Icons has been 
shown in a number of public spaces in the greater 
Baltimore area, and published in The Handmaiden 
and in Baylor University’s journal, Christian Re-
fl ection. Selected portraits from the series may be 
viewed online at http://www.womenwithicons.com.

PARTICIPATION   
Women with Icons is an ongoing, global project. 
Any Orthodox Christian woman may participate 
at any time. If you or someone you know are in-
terested in being photographed, please contact 
me at jmathewes@gmail.com, or 410-279-4686. 

Jocelyn Mathewes, 2014

Women with Icons

Liana / Empress Theodora, 
2006  This unique angle 

and elaborate patterning 
of the fabric of the dress 
and background empha-

sizes the royal heritage 
of Empress Theodora.

1

Leila’s textile work 
preserved and refl ected 
traditional Georgian folk 
art forms, weaving in 
wool and felt, and using 
cross-stitching and bead 
work to create intricate 
patterns with crosses as 
the central design ele-
ment. These designs 
were often inspired by 
traditional folk dress 
and rugs. This hearken-
ing to traditional crafts 
became the foundation 
on which she embel-
lished familiar patterns 
with her own designs, 
and thus created new 
styles and forms. 

Eternal Spring

2
IN THE WORDS OF LEILA’S 
DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, 
KRISTEN CHOCHELI: 

I fi rst met my mother-in-law in 1998, before 
I had become an Orthodox Christian, and 
before Niko and I were married. I was new 
to Orthodoxy, and iconography and Holy 
Tradition were unfamiliar to me. When I 
met Leila, I encountered someone who had 
kept the faith throughout a lifetime of trials 
and circumstances of which I had little per-
sonal comprehension. She couldn’t speak 
English (and I didn’t speak Georgian), but 
her love and acceptance showed through 
her smile and her warmth and generos-
ity. During each visit we made to Georgia 
from the United States, she would take 
me to her closet and show me the latest 
treasures she had hand-made especially 
for me. When we would arrive from the 
airport and walk through her front door, 
we would fi nd her church candles still 
burning where she had been praying 
for our safe return. She didn’t pray long, 
elaborate prayers, but she always prayed 
from her heart, with tears and sighs, in 
front of her tiny icons of Saint George 
and Saint Nicholas, thinking of us.

Leila was for me a role model of an Or-
thodox Christian woman: wife, mother, 
daughter, artist, musician, teacher, sto-
ryteller, poet, and good neighbor. God 
had given her gifts of faith, creativity, 
artistry, poetry, and a sense of humor. 
She used these gifts to help others, 
and to help herself survive her family’s 

utter devastation during the purges and 
deprivations of the Soviet Union, and the eco-
nomic crisis following its collapse. Though she 
had lost so much, Leila still gave generously to 
countless people, including strangers. She truly 
exemplifi ed the words of the famous Georgian 
poet, Shota Rustaveli:

“Whatever you give is yours, and whatever you 
keep is lost.”

IN THE WORDS OF LEILA’S 
DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, 
KRISTEN CHOCHELI: 

I fi rst met my mother-in-law in 1998, before 
I had become an Orthodox Christian, and 
before Niko and I were married. I was new 
to Orthodoxy, and iconography and Holy 
Tradition were unfamiliar to me. When I 
met Leila, I encountered someone who had 
kept the faith throughout a lifetime of trials 
and circumstances of which I had little per-
sonal comprehension. She couldn’t speak 
English (and I didn’t speak Georgian), but 
her love and acceptance showed through 
her smile and her warmth and generos-
ity. During each visit we made to Georgia 
from the United States, she would take 
me to her closet and show me the latest 
treasures she had hand-made especially 
for me. When we would arrive from the 
airport and walk through her front door, 
we would fi nd her church candles still 
burning where she had been praying 
for our safe return. She didn’t pray long, 
elaborate prayers, but she always prayed 
from her heart, with tears and sighs, in 
front of her tiny icons of Saint George 
and Saint Nicholas, thinking of us.

Leila was for me a role model of an Or-
thodox Christian woman: wife, mother, 
daughter, artist, musician, teacher, sto-
ryteller, poet, and good neighbor. God 

and to help herself survive her family’s 
utter devastation during the purges and 

PHOTOS CLOCKWISE:

Detail of wall hanging.  

Wall-hanging. 
Crocheted, with embellisments of yarn, beads and buttons.  

Painted Plate (detail): Leila loved beautifying found 
objects with her fl owing designs. While often painting 
on porcelain or ceramic pieces, she didn’t shy away from 
adorning something as mundane as a plastic plate.20   June 2014



Women with Icons

PHOTOS CLOCKWISE: 
Mary / St. Elizabeth, 2010.  

Mary stands proudly in 
front of the work of her 

life--her varied, complex, 
and beautiful family. In the 

Orthodox church, saint-
hood is acquired through 

relationship with family, 
whether that be a family 

you were born into, or the 
family of your adopted 

monastic community, 
or the more incidental 

family of those who hap-
pen to surround you as 

you pass through life.

Lola / St. Nina of Georgia, 
2007.  Lola stands in front 
of a quilt that her mother 

made. An avid crafter and 
a deeply faithful believer, 

I wanted to put her in 
the context of something 

that would emphasize 
the work of her hands.

Ivey / St. Mary of Egypt, 
2012.  Ivey is a spunky 

and eager student whom 
I met while our family was 
at seminary. She had such 

an open face and shin-
ing personality, I knew I 

wanted to take her around 
campus and photograph 
her. The arched doorway 
was a modern take on an 
ancient form of architec-
ture – quite appropriate. 

Katie / St. Katherine, 
2005.  Katie quite literally 

wanted to emulate the 
dress of her saint, scepter 
and all. It’s striking when 

children imitate the life of 
someone so intellectually 
powerful as St. Katherine

Silvija / St. Thekla, 2006.  
The portrait of Silvija is 

closely cropped, because I 
wanted to show how bold 

and thorough her faith 
came across to me. She 
stands with a city in the 

background, proclaiming 
faith broadly for all to see.

It was a great risk for a young person to be seen en-
tering a church during the communist times of the 1940s 
and 50s. Leila would sneak to church to pray, risking her 
education and job. One time someone recognized her 
and reported it to her college professor, who then at-
tempted to shame and scare her before class. Yet she 
would continue to rescue discarded icons that had been 
thrown into the trash, and she would study the icons in 
church and draw and paint them at home. She would 
create beautiful Pascha cards with Orthodox Christian 
symbols and poetry, and give them as gifts.

After Georgia declared its independence from the 
Soviet Union, many were still suffering economically. 
Needy people would beg at the entrances to churches, 
and some would sell their possessions along the roads 
to try to earn money as the parishioners passed by. Leila 
herself didn’t have much money, but she would always 
try to carry in her purse something to give: a few extra 
coins, some candy, and even pieces of her art.

Kristen Chocheli

RIGHT: Pascha Cards: Ink 
and watercolor on paper.

FAR RIGHT: Card with 
Floral Motif: Ink and 
watercolor on paper.

ABOVE:
Trees in Satave Forest: 
Pen and ink. Satave For-
est was an experimental 
nature reserve designed 
and planted by Leila’s 
grandfather, the renowned 
scientist Solomon Kurd-
iani. Leila loved to draw 
trees, and often drew and 
painted the trees which 
her grandfather had plant-
ed. Soon after her beloved 
grandfather was arrested, 
little Leila wrote these 
heartfelt verses, which 
she dedicated to him:

POEM FOR  
SATAVE FOREST 

Wilted away those 
days of joy,
Our dear home is 
orphaned now.
Look at all the trees 
crying ‘round,
Even the forest cypresses 
are weeping, “How?”
These warm loving rays,
(who planted them there?)
Await you, Master, 
return to your garden,
It needs all your care.
Satave woods miss you
“Oh, when is he coming?”
A bird, lonely and captive,
Sad melodies humming...

Eternal Spring

LEFT:
Study of the Lomisi Icon 
of St. George (detail; 
watercolor). This icon of 
St. George is named for 
the Lomisi Church, in the 
ancestral mountains of 
Leila’s family, where the 
original icon is found. 
A 150-year old copy of 
the icon resides at Trinity 
Church in Georgia’s capi-
tal of Tblisi, where Leila 
often went to pray, to 
worship, to light candles, 
and sometimes to draw. 
She loved this church, 
spending many hours of 
her life there, during a 
time when most churches 
were either closed or 
used by the Soviet sys-
tem for purposes other 
than Christian worship.
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The College, located in Encinitas, north of 
San Diego, California, was founded in the belief 
that to inquire after Wisdom is to inquire after 
the Lord, Holy Wisdom Himself. This perspec-

tive gives inquiry a meaning that matters, rather 
than simply blind academic circularity. Students 
who choose to attend the College enter a life of 
inquiry that is formed in and by a community of 

Orthodox Christian teaching and witness. All of 
our students are required to complete a course 
on Orthodox Christianity, as well as a course on 
the New Testament taught from an Orthodox 
Christian perspective. A benefi t of this sequence 
is the discussions generated between students of 
Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and Protestant faith 
backgrounds. Students come away knowing that 
hard questions about faith can be raised and often 
addressed from a vast literature and the teach-
ings of Orthodox Christianity. All students are ex-
pected to attend chapel services twice a week and 
to participate in the life of a local church com-
munity. An unexpected result has been that some 
students have expressed interest in Orthodox 
Christian catechesis.

The College is not a seminary or church, of 
course, and instruction is offered in the liberal 
arts and sciences. Concentrations include art, 
biotechnology, business, economics, and man-
agement science, chemistry and biochemistry, 
English language and literature, history, interdis-
ciplinary studies, kinesiology and nutrition, mu-
sic, philosophy, public health and policy studies, 
and theology. Students earn a B.A. or B.S. degree 
in one of these areas. The curriculum is enriched 
by student internships, practica, and fi eld and 
laboratory work. Their education is completed by 
researching and writing a Senior Thesis. This re-
quires the application of skills learned in classes 
and other work to an original problem or hypoth-
esis. The thesis serves as a manuscript for publi-
cation or as a job paper/portfolio for those seek-
ing employment. 

The College was founded in 2010 and began 
instruction in September, 2011. Its life is directed 
by a community ethos guideline. The fi rst enter-
ing class included 12 students; this increased to 
37 students in 2012–13 and to 107 students in 
2013–14. Students come from 15 states and rep-
resent a broad range of backgrounds and inter-
ests. Business, economics, and management sci-
ence is the most popular concentration, followed 
by kinesiology and nutrition. The faculty includes 
experienced doctoral-level instructors, as well as 
others who have attained the highest degree in 
their discipline. Interdisciplinary collaboration is 
at the center of our teaching program. The Col-
lege accepts transfers, and a transfer student was 
the inaugural graduate in 2011. 

We receive considerable local and national at-
tention for our athletic programs, and over half 
our student body is comprised of student-athletes. 
Baseball, men’s and women’s basketball, cross-
country, golf, men’s and women’s soccer, softball, 
tennis, and women’s volleyball and beach volley-
ball are offered at the intercollegiate level. Teams 
are in different independent conferences and will 
come together next year as NAIA programs. 

Most importantly, we receive attention for our 
Integrated Core Curriculum. The Core includes 
the above-mentioned theology classes, three 
semesters of science, two semesters of math-
ematics, and a foreign language. The Core also 
includes a semester on the methods of interdisci-
plinary studies, six semesters of integrated cours-
es covering economics, history, and philosophy, 
and a Senior Thesis, all under the supervision of 
an academic advisor. Students also take courses 
on research method in preparation for their the-
ses. A thesis advisor is assigned to the student 
according to his or her area of exploration. 

Finally, the College enjoys the support of the 
jurisdictional hierarchs of the West. A hierarch 
from each of the Orthodox Christian jurisdictions 
serves on the College’s Board of Directors on a 
rotating basis. Priests from the surrounding com-
munities serve as chaplains and we have an active 
OCF chapter. We also receive the ongoing prayers 
and blessings of the fathers of Saint Catherine 
Monastery in the Sinai.

“Inquiry Seeking Wisdom” is applied daily in 
the life of this community. In addition to the aca-
demic, athletic, and cultural opportunities afford-
ed at the College, we aspire to create a commu-
nity of service. Our students regularly participate 
in feeding the homeless, construction projects 
through Project Mexico, local environmental 
clean-up, and a myriad of other service-learning 
engagements. Preparing our students for a life of 
learning and service to others, we think, repre-
sents the living out of “Inquiry Seeking Wisdom.”

Learn more about the College at www.stkath.
org, or phone us at 760-943-1107.

Frank J. Papatheofanis, M.D., Ph.D.
Founder and President, Professor of Public Health 

and Policy Studies, Consultant Member, Committee for 
Theological  Education, Assembly of Canonical 

Orthodox Bishops of North and Central America 
fjp@stkath.org

On the Founding of Saint 
Katherine College
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Saint Katherine College was founded in 2010 with the purpose refl ected in its motto: “Inquiry Seek-
ing Wisdom.” Many colleges in America today offer classes in critical analysis and logic, advertizing 
that they teach students to inquire and ask questions. Asking questions, of course, is essential to 
academic work, but this emphasis raises the prior question: Why do we ask questions? The com-
monest answer is that inquiry is simply valuable for its own sake; asking questions is the goal as 
well as the approach of education. This answer falls short, however, for it assumes that inquiry itself 
is more important than the knowledge that is the implied goal of inquiry. Moreover, for Orthodox 
Christians, inquiry is tied fi nally to the knowledge of God. Jesus Christ identifi ed the life of the mind 
as central to those who sought to love Him: ‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?’ 
And he said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind. This is the great and fi rst commandment’” (Matthew 22:36–38; RSV).  
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JUNE 2014 ORDER FORM JUNE 2015 
TITLES PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 
CHURCH SCHOOL MATERIALS 

    

PRESCHOOL     
The Wonder of It All (Student)  $  7.50    
The Wonder of It All (Teacher)    8.50    
God, My Friends, and Me (Student)      7.00    
God, My Friends, and Me (Teacher) 11.95         

KINDERGARTEN     
Together w ith God (Student)      14.95    
Together w ith God (Teacher)      14.50    
Birth of Jesus (Picto-graph)    11.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE ONE     
God Loves Us (Student)      8.95    
God Loves Us (Teacher)    13.95    
Lenten Lotto      3.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Packages, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE TWO     
New  Life in Jesus (Student)      8.95    
New  Life in Jesus (Teacher)    15.95    
Making Things Right (Student)      5.95    
Making Things Right (Activity Packet)      3.95    
Making Things Right (Teacher)    10.95    
God Is With Us (Teacher/Parent)      8.00    
We Return to God (Teacher/Parent)      2.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE THREE     
New  Life in the Church (Student)      8.00    
New  Life in the Church (Teacher)      9.95    
We Worship God in Church (Student) 7.50    
We Worship God in Church (Teacher) 8.00    
The Icon Book (Student) 8.00    
Forty Saints Text Book (Teacher Manual)      4.00    
Forty Saints Coloring Book (Student)      4.00    
Divine Liturgy Flip Chart    15.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE FOUR     
Jesus, The Promise of God (Student)    10.00    
Jesus, The Promise of God (Teacher)    11.00    
Icon Cards: Miracles of Christ (Student)      5.00    
Icon Cards: Life of Jesus (Student)      5.00    
Finding Your Way Through the Bible (Student)      6.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE FIVE     
Our Life in the Church (Student)      7.00    
Our Life in the Church (Teacher) 9.95    
Divine Liturgy Flip Chart    15.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE SIX     
In the Beginning (Student) 9.00    
In the Beginning (Teacher)      9.50    
Exploring How  the Bible Came to Be      7.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    
     
     

SUB-TOTAL A     

ORDAINED

MANASSEH, Christian George, to the diaconate 
by Bishop NICHOLAS on February 23, 2014, at 
Ss. Peter and Paul Church, Potomac, Maryland. 
He is attached to that church.

ELEVATED
BITAR, Archpriest Elias, to the dignity of 
Archimandrite by Bishop NICHOLAS at Ss. Peter 
and Paul Church, Potomac, Maryland. 

AWARDED
DAHDAL, Very Rev. Nicholas, by Metropolitan 
PHILIP, with the Antonian Gold Medal on 
September 30, 2013. 

HADDAD, Nicola, by Metropolitan PHILIP, with the 
Antonian Silver Medal on September 30th, 2013. 

REPOSED
DAVIS, Beatrice Monsour, beloved wife of David 
L. Davis and mother of Samuel (and Marcia), 
Diane (and Archpriest Joseph) Shaheen and Laila 
Corey. She passed into eternal life on Sunday, 
February 2, one week shy of her 99th birthday, 
in her adopted home of Naples, Florida. Beatrice 
was a pillar of the Pittsburgh Cathedral.

ELIAS, Archpriest John, on February 11, 2014, in 
Jacksonville, Florida. Father John faithfully served 
the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese in 
America for 40 years in the following parishes: St. 
Mary’s Yonkers, New York; St. Thomas in Sioux 
City, Iowa; St. George in Akron, Ohio; St. George 
in El Paso, Texas; St. Mary in Omaha, Nebraska; 
and St. George in Jacksonville, Florida, where he 
served from 1992 to 2001. He is survived by his 
wife, Kh. Nawall Elias; his children Yvonne, Jany 
(husband), Azizeh, Zaharia (husband), Nassim, 
Dana (wife); his grandchildren

ABRAHAM, Abe Abraham, 101, fell peacefully 
asleep in the Lord at his home on January 29, 
2014. Abe was an officer in the United States 
Army serving as a lieutenant in India during 
World War II. He was an active member of the 
Variety Club of Grand Rapids and a life member of 
St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, serving in several leadership 
roles. He has served on the Board of Trustees of 
the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese 
of North America since 1955, its longest serving 
member. Metropolitan PHILIP presented him with 
the Antonian Gold Medal for this dedication and 
leadership to the church. He is also a life member 
of the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch.

ASWAD, Archpriest George, fell asleep in Christ 
January 31, 2014. He was Pastor Emeritus of St. 
George Antiochian Orthodox Church in Niagara 
Falls, New York. Condolences may be sent to 
his wife, Khouria Grace, and their children and 
grandchildren care of the parish email address, 
saintgeorgeorthodox@yahoo.com

ATTY, Archpriest Alexander, 62, former pastor 
of St. Michael Church in Lousville and dean of 
St. Tikhon’s Seminary. He is survived by his wife 
of 34 years, Olga Nehrebecki Atty; his children, 
Katherine Brasowski (Nicholas) of Fort Worth, 
Texas, and Alexander.

KING, Archpriest James, fell asleep in Christ 
January 7, 2014. He served St. Athanasius 
Antiochian Orthodox Church in Goleta, 
California.  Condolences may be sent to his wife, 
Khouria Margaret, and their family, at 6830 del 
Playa Drive, Goleta, CA 93117. 

RESTORED
PFLUEGER, Dn. Nathaniel, to the holy diacon-
ate  March 2, 2014, at Ss. Peter and Paul Church 
in Ben Lomond, California by Archbishop 
JOSEPH. He is assigned to that parish.

Archdiocesan Office

The Word   27

PL
EA

SE
 D

O
 N

O
T 

TE
AR

 O
FF

 T
HI

S 
PA

G
E



 
JUNE 2014 ORDER FORM JUNE 2015 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 
SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS FOR HIGH SCHOOL     

International Orthodoxy $7.00    
What’s Love Got To Do With It? Everything 7.00    
God Is Calling You 7.00    
The Earth Is the Lord’s 7.00    
Reaching Out: Our Call To Minister 7.00    

MATERIALS FOR YOUTH WORK     
Lifestyle Discipleship    12.00    
Holy Cross Society      5.00    
Reruns, Reruns      6.00    
Second Helpings 1      5.00    
Second Helpings 2      5.00    
Retreat & Study Guide      6.00    
Focus on You (6 Programs, 30 Sessions)    40.00    
Film and Values (Supplemental program to Focus on You)    10.00    
Him Again (Supplemental program to Focus on You)     12.00    
Challenge Questions on Orthodoxy A to Z for Students 11.95    
Sacred Symbols That Speak: A Study of the Major Symbols 
of the Orthodox Church                                              ~ Volume 1 

 
   14.95 

   

                                                                                   ~ Volume 2    14.95    
The Story of Icons (Hallick)    14.95    
Bible for Little Hearts      9.99    
Child’s Garden of Bible Stories (Groll) 13.95    
The Children’s Bible, 365 Stories 19.95       
One Hundred Bible Stories (Hardcover)       12.99    
Challenge Questions on Orthodoxy A to Z for Students 11.95    

ADULT STUDY TEXTS     
Second Time Around      6.00    
Christian Community 4.00    
Liturgy and Life – Schmemann 9.00    
Inner Way – Allen 14.95    
Pillars of the Church 6.00    
New  Apostles of Christ 6.00    

MATERIALS FOR TEACHERS AND LIBRARIANS     

Teaching Dynamics Cassette Teacher Training    25.00    
Teaching Dynamics Workbook 2.00    
Playing It Up for Christmas (6 Christmas Plays)      9.00    
Children’s Literature      6.00    
Foundations for Christian Education    12.95    
Foundations for Christian Education (Cassettes)      7.00    
Reading and Parish Library Guide      3.50    
Intentional Parenting (Cassettes ~ By Dalack)    24.95    
The Grow ing Child in the Christian Home (Cassette)         7.00    

YOUNG CHILDREN’S BOOKS     
Christina Goes to the Holy Land 15.00    
Christina Goes to Church 8.50    
Christina Learns the Sacraments 10.00    
Christina’s Favorite Saints 12.00    
You Are Special: An Alphabet Book for Children      8.50    
My Orthodox Counting Book      8.50    
Byzantine Coloring Books: 
                                                * Volume 1 – Sunday Gospels 

 
     5.00 

   

                                                * Volume 2 – Liturgical      5.00    
                                                * Volume 3 – Feast Days      5.00    
                                                * Volume 4 – Parables      5.00    
“Crayon” Icon Coloring Books: 
                                                * The Miracles 

 
     5.00 

   

                                                * Special Edition       5.00    
                                                * The Old Testament      5.00    
                                                * Journey to Pascha       5.00    
                                                * The Nativity      5.00    
The Book of Jonah 18.00    
Celebrate the Earth, Psalm 104 18.00    
North Star, St. Herman of Alaska 18.00    
The Praises: Psalm 148 18.00    
Prepare, O Bethlehem: The Feast of the Nativity 18.00    
Saint George and the Dragon 20.00    

SUB-TOTAL C     

 
JUNE 2014 ORDER FORM JUNE 2015 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 

CHURCH SCHOOL MATERIALS: 
    

GRADE SEVEN     
The Young Church (Student) $  7.00    
The Young Church (Teacher)      8.50    
Biblical and Liturgical Charts 3.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE EIGHT     
Heroes for Truth (Student)      7.50    
Heroes for Truth (Teacher)      8.00    
Heroes Worksheets (Student)      2.50    
Teaching Pictures (1 Packages, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE NINE     
New  Frontiers (Student)      7.50    
New  Frontiers (Teacher)      8.00    
Frontiers Worksheets (Student)      2.50    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package/4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE TEN     
Celebration: Feasts and Holy Days (Student)      8.75    
Celebration: Feasts and Holy Days (Teacher)    10.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package/4 Sets)    35.00    

SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL     
The Way, The Truth, The Life (Student)    15.95    
The Way, The Truth, The Life (Teacher)    19.95    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS FOR GRADES 1—8     
Lenten Lotto      3.00    
Teaching the Parables of Jesus      6.00    
My Lenten Journey – A Poster for Kids      7.00    
The Icon Book (Student) 8.00    
Divine Liturgy Flip Chart    15.00    
The Divine Liturgy for Children ~ Set of Two Books    10.00    
The Divine Liturgy for Children ~ Text Book       7.00    
The Divine Liturgy for Children ~ Activity Book       7.00    
Birth of Jesus (Picto-graph)    11.00    
Come Bless the Lord Icon Packet (Teacher)    26.00    
Byzantine Coloring Books:       *Volume 1 – Sunday Gospels      5.00    
                                                 *Volume 2 – Liturgical       5.00    
                                                 *Volume 3 – Feast Days      5.00    
                                                 *Volume 4 – Parables      5.00    
“Crayon” Icon Coloring Books: * The Miracles      5.00    
                                                 * Special Edition       5.00    
                                                 * The Old Testament      5.00    
                                                 * Journey to Pascha       5.00    
                                                 * The Nativity      5.00    
Scope and Sequence Chart      2.00    
Total Parish Education      6.00    
Build Your Own Church (Exterior)      10.00    
Build Your Own Iconostasis and Altar      10.00    
Build Your Own Bishop, Priest and Deacon     10.00    
Orthodox Feasts of Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary (Wybrew) 15.00    
The Parables (Archbishop Dmitri)      15.00    
Iconostasis (Pavel Florensky)    16.00    
Bible for Today’s Family    10.95    
The Children of Promise (Western Rite Catechism Book)      9.95    
Praise the Lord: A Christmas Workbook      3.00    
The Lenten Workbook      3.00    
Biblical and Liturgical Charts (Student)      3.00    
     

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS 
FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL 

    

What’s Love Got To Do With It? Everything 7.00    
To Teach All Nations 7.00    
What Would You Do? Ethics Unit of 14 Lessons 7.00    
The Earth Is the Lord’s 7.00    
God Is Calling You 7.00    
The First 800 Years 7.00    
My Body, My Spirit 7.00    
The Work of Salvation 7.00    

SUB-TOTAL B     
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JUNE 2014 ORDER FORM JUNE 2015 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 
CATECHISM MATERIALS     

Orthodox Catholic Instruction Books: 
                                           * Book 1: Beginners’ Course 

 
 $  4.00 

   

                                           * Book 2: Primary Course      4.00    
                                           * Book 3: Junior Course      4.00    
                                           * Book 4: Intermediate Course      4.00    
                                           * Set of 4 Books     12.00    
An Orthodox Catechism of the Antiochian Archdiocese      4.00    
Orthodox Christian Catechism 12.00    
The Orthodox Church (Ware)    16.00    
The Orthodox Way (Ware)    15.00    
Orthodox Study Bible – The New Testament & Psalms:     
                                           * Hardbound 30.95    
                                           * Softbound 24.95    
                                           * Bonded Leather Edition    39.95    
                                           * Genuine Leather Edition 50.95    
                                           * Thumb-indexing per Bible, add extra      6.00    
Orthodox Study Bible – Old and New Testaments:     
                                           * Hardbound 49.95    
                                           * Leather Bound – Regular 70.00    
                                           * Leather Bound – Elegant  100.00    
The Third Millennium Bible     36.00    
Coming Home (Gillquist)      8.95    
Becoming Orthodox (Gillquist)    14.95    
Welcome Home: A Journey to Antioch (DVD) 13.95    
Anglican/Orthodox Pilgrimage (Billerbeck)      4.50    
One Lord, One Faith  (Bakoyannis)      9.00    
Introducing the Orthodox Church (Coniaris) 16.95    
Intentional Parenting (Cassettes – Dalack) 24.95    

GENERAL SERVICE BOOKS     
The Divine and Holy Gospel Book 100.00    
The Book of the Epistles – An Orthodox Lectionary  60.00    
The Liturgikon: Book of Divine Services for the Priest and 
Deacon 

   50.00    

Service Book of the Archdiocese    15.00    
Divine Prayers and Services (Nassar)    35.00    
Service Book of the Orthodox Church (Hapgood)    30.00    
Western Rite Service Book    25.00    
The Divine Liturgy for Clergy and Laity      10.00    
The Funeral Service Book – Winfrey      9.00    
The Pocket Prayer Book – Paperback      4.00    
The Pocket Prayer Book – Red Vinyl ~ or ~ Black Vinyl      5.00    
Antiochian Village Camp Music Service Book    12.00    
Old and New  Testament—Today’s English Version (TEV)    15.00    

SPECIAL SERVICE BOOKS     
Evening Divine Liturgies  – Phase I  (10 Volumes)    35.00    
Evening Divine Liturgies – Phase II (12 Volumes)    40.00    
Individual Copies for Christmas      4.00    
Individual Copies for Epiphany      4.00    
The Office of the Typika      4.00    
My Daily Orthodox Prayer Book      8.95    
Our Father Among the Saints, Raphael – Hardcover     15.00    
Our Father Among the Saints, Raphael – Softbound    12.00    
Supplication Service to Our Father Among the Saints Raphael      5.00    
The Complete Service of St. Raphael – Audio CD    15.00    
Service of Chrismation of Converts into the Orthodox Faith       3.00    

     
LENTEN SERVICE BOOKS     

The Service of Holy Unction – New Edition       4.00    
The Little Compline and  Akathist Hymn – Textbook Only       4.00    
The Little Compline and Akathist Hymn – Text & Music 10.00    
9TH Hour Typika and the Presanctif ied Liturgy—Music Book     12.00    
The Presanctif ied Liturgy of St. Gregory—Textbook Only      7.00    
Liturgy of St. Basil the Great – Pastor’s Text      4.00    
Liturgy of St. Basil the Great – Layman’s Text      3.00    
Services of Great and Holy Week and Pascha – Winfrey 35.00    
     

                                                  SUB-TOTAL E     

 
JUNE 2014 ORDER FORM JUNE 2015 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 
YOUNG CHILDREN’S BOOKS & CD’S     

We Pray to God – A Prayer Book for Children $  2.00    
Bible for Kids      11.95    
Children’s Bible in 365 Stories 19.99    
Read and Learn Bible 15.95    
A Book About Jesus 8.95    
Audio CD: The ABC’s of Orthodoxy – Gigi Baba Shadid 15.00    
Audio CD: Celebrate the Feasts – Gigi Baba Shadid 15.00    
Audio CD: Fruits of the Spirit – Gigi Baba Shadid 15.00    
     

FAMILY ITEMS     
How  About Advent      6.00    
Bible for Today’s Family    10.95    
The Biggest Birthday Party (Family Advent)      6.00    
Praise the Lord (Family Advent Workbook)      3.00    
The Mystery of Love (Cardinal Basil Hume)    13.95    
801 Questions Kids Ask About God w ith Answers from the Bible    12.99    
The Divine Liturgy – A Text for Students      2.95    
Making God Real in the Orthodox Christian Home    15.95    
The Great Bible Discovery: Discovering the Baby King (VHS)    12.99    
The Savior Is Born (VHS)    12.99    
Contemplating Icons (VHS)    19.99    
The Bread of Life: Your Guide to Making Holy Bread (DVD) 15.00    
The Grow ing Child in the Christian Home (Cassettes ~ Boojamra)      7.00    
Orthodox Feasts of Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary (Wybrew) 15.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    
Encyclopedia of Major Saints and Fathers of the Orthodox 
Church (Eleftheriou)                                                      *Volume 1 

 
   14.95 

   

                                                                                      *Volume 2    14.95    
Bible Stories for Boys 11.99    
Bible Stories for Girls 11.99    
Symbols of Church Seasons and Days – John Bradner 7.95    
Our Church and Our Children (Koulomzin)    16.00    

CATECHISM MATERIALS     
The Faith – Understanding Orthodox Christianity:  
An Orthodox Catechism (Carlton) 

   22.95    

The Way – What Every Protestant Should Know  About the 
Orthodox Faith (Carlton) 

   22.95    

The Truth – What Every Roman Catholic Should Know  About the 
Orthodox Church (Carlton) 

   22.95    

The Life – The Orthodox Doctrine of Salvation, An Orthodox 
Catechism (Carlton) 

22.95    

In Peace, Let Us Pray to the Lord: An Orthodox Interpretation of 
the Gifts of the Spirit (Trader) 

   22.95    

Homeland of Your Heart’s Desire – The Orthodox Teachings on 
How  to be Saved (Carlton) 

     9.95    

Orthodox Christians in America (Erickson)    28.00    
A Beginner’s Guide to Prayer, Michael Keiser 11.95    
The Treasured Traditions and Customs of the Orthodox 
Churches (Hallick) 

   14.95    

The Orthodox Faith (Hopko): 
                                           * Volume 1 – Doctrine 

 
10.00 

   

                                           * Volume 2 – Worship      10.00    
                                           * Volume 3 – Bible and Church History     10.00    
                                           * Volume 4 – Spirituality      10.00    
                                           * Complete Set (Volumes 1-4)    35.00    
Baptism (Lazor)      3.00    
The Sacrament of Holy Matrimony (Meyendorff)      2.00    
Holy Matrimony (VHS Tape)    29.95    
Baptism and Chrismation (VHS Tape)    29.95    
A Way of Life (Family Centered Activities)    16.00    
Studies in the Greek Church (Metropolitan Antony Bashir)      7.00    
Renovation of the Heart (Dallas Willard)    24.99    
The Gospel for Real Life (Jerry Bridges)    19.00    
The Pursuit of Holiness (Jerry Bridges)    11.00    
The Pursuit of Holiness – Bible Study      6.00    
The Orthodox Companion (Abramtsov)      9.00    
Meeting the Orthodox (Hopko)      2.00    

SUB-TOTAL D     
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JUNE 2014 ORDER FORM JUNE 2015 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 
BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS     

Understanding the Orthodox Liturgy (Najim)    $ 14.00    
Harvest of Antioch – Lives of Antiochian Saints      4.00    
ANTIOCH: Incarnational Theology and Ministry (Allen/Najim) 12.00    
St. John Chrysostom – On the Priesthood 15.00    
St. John Chrysostom – On Wealth and Poverty 15.00    
St. John Chrysostom – On Marriage and Family Life        13.00    
St. John of Damascus – On the Divine Images      14.95    
The Apostolic Fathers (Sparks)    14.95    
Poets & Hymnographers of the Church      6.00    
We Praise God (Tarasar)      2.00    
Out of the Depths (Saliba/Allen)    10.95    
Mystery of the Incarnation (Cardinal B. Hume)    13.95    
Mystery of the Cross (Cardinal B. Hume)    12.95    
Mystery of Fidelity (Allen)      6.95    
Orthodox Synthesis (Allen)    16.00    
The Church and Social Reform (Boojamra)    20.00    
A Light from the East (Michael O’Carroll) 16.00    
The Faith We Hold (Archbishop PAUL, Finland) 11.00    
Feed My Sheep (Metropolitan PHILIP Saliba) 12.00    
Inner Way (Allen) 14.95    
The New  Oxford Annotated RSV Bible  w ith the Apocrypha    39.99    
Metropolitan PHILIP: His Life and His Dreams (Softbound)       5.00    
Metropolitan PHILIP: His Life and His Dreams (Hardbound)     10.00    
Metropolitan PHILIP: And He Leads Them (Softbound)    20.00    
Metropolitan PHILIP: Ordained for Men – 40TH Anniversary Book 27.00    
The First 100 Years – A Centennial Anthology    20.00    
The Centennial Jew elry Box (1895–1995 AOCA)    25.00    
Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre (Haw aweeny ~ Arabic)       6.95    
Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre (Najim ~ English)      6.95    
Our Father Among the Saints, Raphael (Softbound)    12.00    
Our Father Among the Saints, Raphael (Hardbound)    15.00    
The Ministry of the Church (Allen)    14.95    
Tw enty Parables of Our Lord      4.00    
The Parables (Archbishop Dmitri) 15.00    
The Miracles of Christ (Archbishop Dmitri)      16.00    
Jesus, Politics and the Church (Tony Nassif)    13.00    
Emigration from Syria and Lebanon (Najib Saliba)    12.00    
A New  Era Begins: Proceedings of the 1994 SCOBA Meeting      7.95    

PERIODICALS, CASSETTES, CD’s, and ICONS     
The Word Magazine (USA & Canada ~ Annually)    20.00    
The Word Magazine (Overseas ~ Annually)    26.00    
The Word Magazine (Individual Copies)      3.00    
Joy of the Soul (Metropolitan PHILIP) Audio CD 10.00    
Joy of the Soul (Metropolitan PHILIP) Audio Cassette       5.00    
Bless the Lord O My Soul (English-2 Cassettes-Bitar) 18.00    
The Eight Byzantine Tones: Simplif ied (Bitar ~ CD) 15.00    
God Is With Us (English-Cassette-Bitar)     10.00    
Orthodox Byzantine Hymns (Arabic-Cassette-Bitar)     10.00    
Divine Liturgy in Arabic (Bitar ~ CD)    15.00    
Divine Liturgy in Arabic (Bitar ~ Cassette)    10.00    
Christ Is Born: Music for the Nativity of Christ (Cassette)     12.00    
The Complete Service of St. Raphael – Audio CD    15.00    
Angelic Choir: Arabic Chants of Holy Week and Pascha 15.00    
Antiochian Village CD    10.00    
Antiochian Village Cassette    10.00    
It Is Truly Meet: Byzantine Chant: Arabic and English CD    15.00    
Chants from Balamand – Audio CD    17.00    
Orthodox Male Choir of Beirut: Byzantine Chants in Arabic CD 15.00    
Orthodox Male Choir of Beirut: Paschal Hymns in Arabic CD 15.00    
First Fruits: Boston Byzantine Choir – English Audio CD 16.00    
Thy Passion: Boston Byzantine Choir – English Audio CD 16.00    
Thy Resurrection: Boston Byzantine Choir – English Audio CD 16.00    
Mystical Supper: Boston Byzantine Choir – English Audio CD 16.00    
NEW: Concert of Syro-Byzantine Liturgical Music  
Choir of St. Romanos the Melodist, Beirut – Set of 2 Audio CD’s 

 
20.00 

   

NEW: The Voice of the Lord, Selected Hymns from the Feast of 
Theophany 

15.00    

     
SUB-TOTAL G     

 
JUNE 2014 ORDER FORM JUNE 2015 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 
BILINGUAL SERVICE BOOKS (ENGLISH / ARABIC)     

The Divine Liturgy for the Pew s – Rahal     $12.00    
The Little Compline w ith the Akathist Hymn – Rahal      10.00    
The Great Compline Service – Rahal 10.00    
The Funeral Service for Lay People – Rahal     10.00    
The Funeral Service for a Bishop or Priest – Rahal      10.00    
     
     
New  International Version: New  Testament – English/Arabic 10.00    
New  International Version: Bible / Hardcover – English/Arabic    25.00    

ARABIC SERVICE BOOKS     
The Arabic Service Book (Kassab)    50.00    
The Small Arabic Service Book: Beirut Archdiocese    15.00    
The Divine Liturgy in Arabic (Black Vinyl)    12.00    
The Divine Liturgy in Arabic for Deacons and Priests (Hardcover)    20.00    
The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 15.00    
The Great Euchologion (Haw aweeny – Arabic)    20.00    
        
      
Services of Holy Week and Pascha (Beirut Archdiocese – Arabic)    30.00    
The Gospels and Epistles – Arabic Orthodox Lectionary    15.00    
The Service of Holy and Great Pascha (Arabic)      5.00    
The Little Compline and Akathist Hymn (Arabic)      4.00    
The Life Application Bible (Hardcover – Arabic Study Bible)    25.00    
NIV Old and New  Testament (Arabic Bible)    15.00    

MUSIC BOOKS:     
BYZANTINE MUSIC PROJECTS (BY BASIL KAZAN)     

Byzantine Project # 1: VESPERS    30.00    
Byzantine Project # 2: MATINS    35.00    
Byzantine Project # 3: HOLY WEEK (2 Volumes)    50.00    
Byzantine Project # 4: PENTECOSTARION (3 Volumes)    65.00    
Byzantine Project # 5: TRIODION (2 Volumes)    50.00    

DIVINE LITURGY MUSIC BOOKS/SHEETS     
The Divine Liturgy for Clergy and Laity      12.00    
Tchaikovsky Divine Liturgy (Meena)      5.00    
Three Divine Liturgies (Hilko)      5.00    
Hymns of Praise: Troparia & Kontakia (Meena) 5.00    
Divine Liturgy (Abboud)      2.00    

OTHER MUSIC BOOKS     
Hymns from the Festal Menaion, Karam-George      5.00    
Orthodox Hymns in English      5.00    
Great Friday Service of Lamentations (George)      5.00    
The Resurrection Service (George)      5.00    
The Sacrament of Holy Matrimony (Meena)      3.00    
          

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS     
The Date of Easter (Abboud)      1.00    
A Brief History of the Patriarchate of Antioch      1.00    
Guide to Monasteries of the Patriarchate of Antioch      1.00    
Orthodox Christians in North America, 1794–1994 12.95        
History and Rituals of the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch     15.00    
Orthodox Lent, Holy Week and Easter (Hugh Wybrew) 12.00    
Jerusalem Easy Walks (Aviva Baram)    22.95    
Clergy Guide of the Antiochian Archdiocese – 2011 Edition     10.00    
Altar Boys’ Guide in Serving the Divine Liturgy      5.00    
A Beginner’s Guide to Prayer (Keiser)     10.95    
Beginning to Pray (Anthony Bloom)      10.00    
The Art of Prayer (Arabic – Adnan Tarabulsi)    15.00    
On Prayer (Archimandrite Sophrony)    16.00    
If  We Confess Our Sins (Hopko)      4.00    
Confession – Met. Anthony Khrapovitsky      9.95    
Never Say You Can’t – Alice Cury Farkouh 29.99    
The Ancient Church on New  Shores (A. Gabriel; Hardbound) 35.00    
The Ancient Church on New  Shores (A. Gabriel; Softbound) 25.00    
Partakers of Divine Nature (Archimandrite Stavropoulos)  12.95    
Let Us Commit Ourselves (Coniaris)      9.95    
Liturgy and Life (Schmemann)     9.00    
Of Water and the Spirit (Schmemann)    15.00    

SUB-TOTAL F     
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JUNE 2014 ORDER FORM JUNE 2015 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 
PERIODICALS & AUDIO/VISUAL MATERIALS     

ICON: Synaxis of the Great Saints of Antioch (11.5” x 15.5”) $25.00    
ICON: Life of Saint Nicholas, Bishop of Myra (7” x 9.75”) 15.00    
ICON: St. Raphael Bishop of Brooklyn/Bust – Small (4” x 6”) 8.00    
ICON: St. Raphael Bishop of Brooklyn/Bust – Large (8” x 12”) 20.00    
ICON: St. Raphael of Brooklyn/Standing – Small (4” x 5.25”) 7.00    
ICON: St. Raphael of Brooklyn/Standing – Large (8.75”x11.75”) 18.00    
ICON: Saint Romanos the Melodist (Icon Card: 6” x 7”) 1.50    
Intentional Parenting (Dalack Lectures / 5 Cassettes)    24.95    
Centennial Musical Video (1895-1995 AOCA – VHS Tape)    30.00    
The Great Bible Discovery: Discovering the Baby King (VHS)      12.99    
The Savior Is Born (VHS Tape)    12.99    
Contemplating Icons (VHS Tape)    19.99    
Divine Liturgy Video (Holy Trinity Cathedral, NY) - DVD 29.95    
Holy Matrimony – VHS Tape    29.95    
Baptism and Chrismation – VHS Tape    29.95    
PASCHA: The Resurrection of Christ – DVD 29.95    
PENANCE and HOLY UNCTION – DVD 29.95    
The Ancient Church – DVD or VHS Tape 15.00    
The Bread of Life: Your Guide to Making Holy Bread (DVD) 15.00    

SUB-TOTAL H     

 
INSTRUCTIONS and TERMS 

 

1. Payment MUST accompany all orders. Sorry, no COD’s, Billing, or Credit Cards. 
2. Make your check or money order payable to the Antiochian Archdiocese, in U.S. funds. 
3. Use this form by completing the first two columns.  Keep a copy for your own records. 
4. Please see guidelines below for shipping and handling charges. 
5. For questions or information, please contact our office at 201-871-1355. 

 
Payment Information and Shipping & Handling within the U.S.§

   

Total of Order  $ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

 
Shipping & Handling: Add 15%  

Please add $3.00 if  your total order is under $25  
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED  

§Due to unpredictable air mail postage rates to Canada and overseas, please contact us prior to placing 
your order, either by fax or telephone. Thank you! 
 

SHIPPING INFORMATION 
 

Your Name:  

  

Your Address:  

  
  

 

Send all orders to 
Antiochian Archdiocese - Publications Department 

P.O. Box 5238 
358 Mountain Road, Englewood, NJ  07631-5238 

Leaders from the Fellowship of St. John the 
Divine, Antiochian Women, and Teen SOYO, rep-
resenting all nine dioceses of our God-protected 
Archdiocese and the North American Council/
North American Board (NAC/NAB) Officers held 
Mid-Winter Meetings, February 7–9, 2014. With 
the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan PHIL-
IP, the meetings were held this year at St. George 
Church in Phoenix, Arizona. We were blessed to 
have His Grace Bishop JOHN, the NAC Spiritual 
Advisor for the Antiochian Women, preside over 
the weekend.

The weekend for the 85 participants began 
Friday evening with Great Vespers, followed by 
dinner at the church, and then the organization 
meetings. We ended the evening with a social 
at the Church sponsored by the faithful of St. 
George. Saturday began with Matins and contin-
ued with our organization meetings. After Great 
Vespers, members of all three groups went off-
site to a restaurant overlooking the lights of 
Phoenix for a BBQ dinner served on a beautiful 
outdoor patio. It was a great way to relax after a 
busy weekend of meetings and work. The week-
end concluded Sunday morning with the Hierar-
chical Divine Liturgy celebrated by Bishop JOHN, 
along with the clergy from St. George and Spiri-
tual Advisors from the organizations.

A highlight of the weekend for the Fellowship 
of St. John the Divine was their strategic planning 
and self-evaluation sessions, led by Dr. Anthony 
Bashir. The SOYO officers joined the Fellowship 
for part of their session with Dr. Bashir to provide 
input. The Fellowship, together with SOYO, exam-
ined the needs of our Teens and Young Adults and 
the mission of the Fellowship. Stay tuned over 
the next few months as the Fellowship continues 
to examine how best to meet the needs of our 
Archdiocese. 

Though we wanted to come to Phoenix for 
the beautiful weather, we are most thankful for 
the beautiful Christian hospitality that we felt 
from everyone at St. George. Fr. Christopher 

Salamy and the faithful of St. George Church 
were very gracious hosts and made all of us feel 
right at home in Phoenix. The food was excellent, 
and the St. George facility was a great venue for 
our successful business meetings. We especially 
would like to thank Fr. Christopher, Khouria Al-
lyson, Amanda Sahawneh, Alisa Jones, Alexan-
dra Ghiz, Michael Haddad, Krissi Sayegh, Eleni 
Smiaris, Gerry and Linda Wiebers, and all those 
that helped them plan and make the weekend a 
success. 

We look forward to the Summer Meetings at 
the Antiochian Village which will be held July 
18–20, 2014.

Khalil G. Samara, President
NAC Fellowship of St. John the Divine

Archdiocese Organizations Hold 
2014 Midwinter Meetings
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How can you help?

First, if you (or any member of your family) live in 
the U.S. and you haven’t registered your marriage 
or any of your children in Lebanon yet, contact us 
and we will be very happy to register you, free 
of charge. We have several regional coordinators 
spread throughout the U.S. who will help 
you through the process, from A to Z. The 
only thing you would have to do is submit 
a request here: www.projectroots.net/re-
quests.html .

As an incentive to register, we offer a 
chance to win free tickets to Lebanon 
to all those who register through us; the 
drawing is held every year, on Mother’s 
Day.

Please note that your registration in 
Lebanon will in no way jeopardize your 
American citizenship or reduce your 
commitment to the United States. It will 
ensure, however, that Lebanon remains a 
source of pride for us all.

Secondly, spread the word about the 
need to register in Lebanon and the free 
help provided by the Christian Lebanese 
Foundation in the World (CLFW) and 
Project Roots. Explain the importance of 
registering to your friends and relatives; 
direct them to our website (www.clfw.
org). Talk about this on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram. Share our flyer/poster.

Thirdly, if you believe that all people of 
Lebanese descent all over the world 
should be able to obtain Lebanese citi-
zenship because it is their birthright, 
please sign the Lebanese Citizenship Pe-

tition (www.lebanesecitizenship.com) and share it 
with all your friends and relatives!

We are counting on your support. Our cause is vi-
tal; our task is tough; but together we can prevail!

Nada Salem Abisamra
Director, CLFW and Project Roots

Registering in Lebanon To Maintain 
Cultural Diversity and an Open Society

Registering in Lebanon
To Preserve Confessional Conviviality and Cultural Diversity

By Nada Salem Abisamra
Director, Christian Lebanese Foundation in the World (CLFW) & Project Roots

As we all know, the percentage of Christians in Lebanon is falling precipitously. Despite the fact that most
Lebanese who emigrated from Lebanon are Christian, most of the people of Lebanese descent abroad,
especially in the US, who register their births and marriages in Lebanon, are usually non-Christian! The
Christians abroad have failed to register their marriages and children in Lebanon. We need your support
to reverse that and avoid the loss of confessional and cultural diversity in the only country in the Middle
East that still maintains it.

How can you help?

1- If you (or any member of your
family) live in the USA and
haven’t registered your marriage
or any of your children in
Lebanon yet, contact us and we
will be very happy to REGISTER
you, free of charge. We have
several regional coordinators
spread throughout the US who
would help you from A to Z. The
only thing you would have to do
is submit a request here:
www.clfw.org/requests.html . As
an incentive to register, we offer
a chance to win FREE TICKETS
to Lebanon to all those who
register through us; the drawing
is held every year, on Mother’s
Day.
Please note that your
registration in Lebanon will, in no
way, jeopardize your American
citizenship or reduce your
commitment to the United
States. It will, however, ensure
that Lebanon remains a source
of pride for us all.

2- SPREAD THE WORD about
the need to register in Lebanon
and the free help provided by
CLFW and Project Roots.
Explain the importance of
registering to your friends and
relatives; direct them to our
website (www.clfw.org). Talk
about this on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram. Share our flyer/poster. Upload our Mobile APP.

3- If you believe that ALL people of Lebanese descent should be able to obtain their Lebanese
Citizenship because it is their BIRTH RIGHT, if you WANT your Lebanese Citizenship, SIGN the
Lebanese Citizenship Petition (www.lebanesecitizenship.com) and share it with all your friends and
relatives!

We are counting on your support.
Our cause is vital; our task is tough; but together we can prevail!

As we know, the percentage of Christians in Lebanon is falling precipitously. Despite the fact that 
most of the Lebanese who emigrated from Lebanon are Christian, most of the people of Lebanese 
descent abroad, especially in the U.S., who register their births and marriages in Lebanon, are non-
Christian! The Christians abroad have failed to register their marriages and children in Lebanon. 
We need your support to reverse that and avoid the loss of confessional and cultural diversity in 
one of the few countries in the Middle East that still maintains it.
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 1. ACTS 12:1-11; JOHN 8:31-42

 2. ACTS 11:19-26, 29-30; JOHN 4:5-42

 3. ACTS 12:12-17; JOHN 8:42-51

 4. ACTS 12:25-13:12; JOHN 8:51-59

 5. ACTS 13:13-24; JOHN 6:5-14

 6. ACTS 14:20-27; JOHN 9:39-10:9

 7. ACTS 15:5-34; JOHN 10:17-28

 8. ACTS 15:35-41; JOHN 10:27-38

 9. ACTS 16:16-34; JOHN 9:1-38

 10. ACTS 17:1-15; JOHN 11:47-57

 11. ACTS 17:19-28; JOHN 12:19-38

 12. ACTS  18:22-28; JOHN 12:36-47

 13. ACTS 1:1-12; LUKE 24:36-53

 14. ACTS 19:1-8; JOHN 14:1-11 (FAST)

 15. ACTS 20:7-12; JOHN 14:10-21

 16. ACTS 20:16-18, 28-36; JOHN 17:1-13

 17. ACTS 21:8-14; JOHN 14:27-15:7

 18. ACTS 21:26-32; JOHN 16:2-13

 19. ACTS 23:1-11; JOHN 16:15-23 (FAST)

 20. ACTS 25:13-19; JOHN 16: 23-33

 21. ACTS 27:1-44; JOHN 17:18-28 (FAST)

 22. ACTS 28:1-31; JOHN 21:15-25

 23. ACTS 2:1-11; JOHN 7:37-52, 8:12

  PENTECOST

 24. EPHESIANS 5:9-19; MATTHEW 18:10-20

 25. ROMANS 1:1-7, 13-17; MATTHEW 4:25-5:13

 26. ROMANS 1:18-27; MATTHEW 5:20-26

 27. ROMANS 1:28-2:9; MATTHEW 5:27-32

 28. ROMANS 2:14-29; MATTHEW 5:33-41

 29. 2 CORINTHIANS 11:21-12:9; MATTHEW 16:13-19

 30. HEBREWS 11:33-12:2;

  MATTHEW 10:32-33, 37-38, 19:27-30

DAILY DEVOTIONS
JUNE 2014

V. Rev. Fr. George Alberts

DAILY DEVOTIONS
JULY 2014

V. Rev. Fr. George Alberts

1. ROMANS 10:11-11:2; MATTHEW 11:16-20

2. ROMANS 11:2-12; MATTHEW 11:20-26 (FAST)

3. ROMANS 11:13-24; MATTHEW 11:27-30

4. ROMANS 11:25-36; MATTHEW 12:1-8 (FAST)

5. ROMANS 6:11-17; MATTHEW 8:14-23

6. ROMANS 6:18-23; MATTHEW 8:5-13

7. ROMANS 12:4-5, 15-21; MATTHEW 12:9-13

8. ROMANS 14:9-18; MATTHEW 12:14-16, 22-30

9. ROMANS 15:7-16; MATTHEW 12:38-45 (FAST)

10. ROMANS 15:17-29; MATTHEW 12:46-13:3)

11. ROMANS 16:1-16; MATTHEW 13:4-9 (FAST)

12. ROMANS 8:14-21; MATTHEW 9:9-13

13. TITUS 3:8-15; MATTHEW 5:14-19

14. ROMANS 16:17-24; MATTHEW 13:10-23

15. GALATIANS 1:11-19; JOHN 10:1-9

16. 1 CORINTHIANS 2:9-3:8; MATTHEW 13:31-36 (FAST)

17. 1 CORINTHIANS 3:18-23; MATTHEW 13:36-43

18. 1 CORINTHIANS 4:5-8; MATTHEW 13:44-54 (FAST)

19. ROMANS 9:1-5; MATTHEW 9:18-26

20. JAMES 5:10-20; MATTHEW 9:1-8

21. 1 CORINTHIANS 5:9-6:11; MATTHEW 13:54-58

22. 1 CORINTHIANS 6:20-7:12; MATTHEW 14:1-13

23.  1 CORINTHIANS 7:12-24; MATTHEW 14:35-15:11 

(FAST)

24. 1 CORINTHIANS 7:24-35; MATTHEW 15:12-21

25. 1 CORINTHIANS 7:35-8:7; MATTHEW 15:29-31 (FAST)

26. ROMANS 12:1-3; MATTHEW 10:37-11:1

27. 2 TIMOTHY 2:1-10; MATTHEW 9:27-35

28. 1 CORINTHIANS 9:13-18; MATTHEW 16:1-6

29. 1 CORINTHIANS 10:5-12; MATTHEW 16:6-12

30. 1 CORINTHIANS 10:12-22; MATTHEW 16:20-24 (FAST)

31. 1 CORINTHIANS 10:28-11:7; MATTHEW 16:24-28  
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DAILY DEVOTIONS
AUGUST 2014

V. Rev. Fr. George Alberts

1.  1 CORINTHIANS 11:8-22; MATTHEW 17:10-18 
(FAST)

2. ROMANS 13:1-10; MATTHEW 12:30-37 (FAST)
3.  1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-18; MATTHEW 14:14-22 

(FAST)
4.  1 CORINTHIANS 11:31-12:6; MATTHEW 18:1-11 

(FAST)
5. 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-26;

MATTHEW 18:18-22; 19:1-2, 13-15 (FAST)
6. 2 PETER 1:10-19; MATTHEW 17:1-9 (FAST)

HOLY TRANSFIGURATION          
7.  1 CORINTHIANS 14:6-19; MATTHEW 20:17-28 

(FAST)
8. 1 CORINTHIANS 14:26-40;

MATTHEW 21:12-14, 17-28 (FAST)
9. ROMANS 14:6-9; MATTHEW 15:32-39 (FAST)
10. 1 CORINTHIANS 3:9-17; MATTHEW 14:22-34 (FAST)
11.  1 CORINTHIANS 15:12-19; MATTHEW 21:18-22 

(FAST)
12.  1 CORINTHIANS 15:29-38; MATTHEW 21:23-27 

(FAST)
13.  1 CORINTHIANS 16:4-12; MATTHEW 21:28-32 

(FAST)
14. 2 CORINTHIANS 1:1-7; MATTHEW 21:43-46 (FAST) 
15. PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11; LUKE 10:38-42; 11:27-28 (FAST)  

FEAST OF THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS
16. ROMANS 15:30-33; MATTHEW 17:24-18:4
17. 1 CORINTHIANS 4:9-16; MATTHEW 17:14-23
18. 2 CORINTHIANS 2:4-15; MATTHEW 23:13-22
19. 2 CORINTHIANS 2:14-3:3; MATTHEW 23:23-28
20. 2 CORINTHIANS 3:4-11; MATTHEW 23:29-39 (FAST)
21. 2 CORINTHIANS 4:1-6; MATTHEW 24:13-28
22. 2 CORINTHIANS 4:13-18;

MATTHEW 24:27-33, 42-51 (FAST)
23. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:3-9; MATTHEW 19:3-12
24. 1 CORINTHIANS 9:2-12; MATTHEW 18:23-35
25. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:10-15; MARK 1:9-15
26. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:15-21; MARK 1:16-22
27. 2 CORINTHIANS6:11-16; MARK 1:23-28 (FAST)
28. 2 CORINTHIANS 7:1-10; MARK 1:29-35
29. ACTS 13:25-33; MARK 6:14-30 (STRICT FAST)

BEHEADING OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
30. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-29; MATTHEW 20:29-34
31. HEBREWS 9:1-11; MATTHEW 19:16-26

DAILY DEVOTIONS
SEPTEMBER 2014

V. Rev. Fr. George Alberts

1. 2 CORINTHIANS 8:7-15; MARK 3:6-12

2. 2 CORINTHIANS 8:16-9:5; MARK 3:13-19

3. 2 CORINTHIANS 9:12-10:7; MARK 3:20-27 (FAST)

4. 2 CORINTHIANS 10:7-18; MARK 3:28-35

5. 2 CORINTHIANS 11:5-21; MARK 4:1-9 (FAST)

6. 1 CORINTHIANS 2:6-9; MATTHEW 22:15-22

7. GALATIANS 6:11-18; JOHN 3:13-17

8. PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11; LUKE 10:38-42; 11:27-28

BIRTH OF THE THEOTOKOS

9. 2 CORINTHIANS 12:20-13:2; MARK 4:24-34

10. 2 CORINTHIANS13:3-13; MARK 4:35-41 (FAST)

11. GALATIANS 1:1-10, 20-2:5; MARK 5:1-20

12. GALATIANS 2:6-10; MARK 5:22-24, 35-6:1 (FAST)

13. 1 CORINTHIANS 2:6-9; MATTHEW 10:37-11:1

14. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-24; JOHN 19:6-11. 13-20, 25-35   

ELEVATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

15. GALATIANS 2:11-16; MARK 5:24-34

16. GALATIANS 2:21-3:7; MARK 6:1-7

17. GALATIANS 3:15-22; MARK 6:7-13 (FAST)

18. GALATIANS 3:23-4:5; MARK 6:30-45

19. GALATIANS 4:8-21; MARK 6:45-52 (FAST)

20. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-29; JOHN 8:21-30

21. GALATIANS 2:16-20; MARK 8:34-9:1

22. GALATIANS 4:28-5:10; LUKE 3:19-22

23. GALATIANS 5:11-23; LUKE 3:23-4:1

24. GALATIANS 6:2-10; LUKE 4:1-15 (FAST)

25. EPHESIANS 1:1-9; LUKE 4:16-22

26. EPHESIANS 1:7-17; LUKE 4:22-30 (FAST)

27. 1 CORINTHIANS 10:23-28; LUKE 4:31-36

28. 2 CORINTHIANS 6:1-10; LUKE 5:1-11

29. EPHESIANS 1:22-2:3; LUKE 4:37-44

30. EPHESIANS 2:19-3:7; LUKE 5:12-16  

ThankYou
The Saliba family extends heartfelt thanks to 

his Beatitude Patriarch JOHN X, Metropolitan 
SILOUAN, Patriarchal Vicar, the members of the 
Holy Synod of Antioch, the members of the Local 
Synod of the Self-Ruled Antiochian Archdiocese 
and its Board of Trustees, the Hierarchs of our 
extended Orthodox family from other jurisdic-
tions in the United States and from around the 
world, Christian and Muslim religious leaders 
from various denominations, esteemed diplomats 
and members of the U.S. Congress, and priests 
and laity in the United States, Lebanon, Syria, 
Jordan and Palestine, for the heartfelt support, 
love and care you have shown us during this most 
difficult time, as our family mourns the passing 
of our beloved brother and uncle, Metropolitan 
PHILIP of Thrice-Blessed Memory. Words cannot 
describe the gratitude that we feel for the venera-
tion and reverence expressed and bestowed in the 
various commemorations, eulogies and speeches 
honoring him, his great legacy, and his lifetime of 
tireless work for the glory of God, the growth of 
our Patriarchate of Antioch, our Archdiocese and 
the good of our Arab community in the United 
States and abroad. 

Special thanks go to the parishes of the New 
York area, especially his beloved Cathedral of St. 
Nicholas Brooklyn and St. Mary’s of Bay Ridge, 
for the tremendous hospitality you showed us 
and the guests who attended the visitations and 
funeral services over a period of several days. You 
welcomed us all and comforted us in our hour of 
grief. Similarly, we thank the staff of the Antiochi-
an Village for the manner in which you received, 
hosted and comforted the family as we laid our 
cherished brother and uncle in the holy and sa-
cred soil of his beloved Village. Lastly, we wish 
to recognize the efforts of Noursat/Telelumiere 
for their extended, live coverage, via satellite, of 
tributes to his life, the funeral and the forty-day 
commemoration services in the United States and 
Lebanon. You allowed our family and our commu-
nity to experience the events mourning his death 

collectively in a very personal and intimate man-
ner, despite the great geographical distances.

We pray that God protects his legacy and that 
his successor preserves and builds upon the solid 
foundation that he left us, that he grows the seeds 
of his enduring work. Above all, we pray that he 
zealously guards the unity of our God-protected 
Archdiocese of New York and All North America.

May his memory be eternal!

FROM THE SALIBA FAMILY
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OTTAWA, EASTERN CANADA
AND UPSTATE NEW YORK

NOVA SCOTIA
St. Anthony-Halifax $500.00  $0.00

UPSTATE NEW YORK
St. George-Albany $975.00 500 $805.00 2,100
St. Michael-Geneva $567.00  $227.25
St. George-Niagara Falls $461.00 10,000 $227.00 10,000
St. George-S Glens Falls $52.00  $43.50
St. Elias-Syracuse $271.00 135 $350.00 156
St. George-New Hartford $278.00 150 $55.00 175

ONTARIO
Holy Transfiguration-London $0.00  $0.00
St. Elias Cathedral-Ottawa $5,134.00 2,952 $4,987.50 2,985
St. George-Richmond Hill $125.00  $225.00
St. Mary-Mississauga $0.00  $525.00
St. Ignatius-Windsor $30.00  $0.00
St. Ignatius-St. Catharines $211.35 182 $68.58 100
Christ the Savior Mission- Waterloo $0.00  $40.00

QUEBEC
St. Mary-Montreal $550.00 5,200 $700.00 All Year
St. George-Montreal $4,590.00 All Year $4,245.00 All Year
St. Nicholas-Montreal $775.00 All Year $300.00 All Year
St.  John The Baptist Mission- Laval $0.00  $0.00

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
Ss. Peter & Paul-Charlottetown $350.00  $0.00

TOTAL OTTAWA, EASTERN CANADA
AND UPSTATE NEW YORK $14,869.35 19,119 $12,798.83 15,516

NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON, DC

CONNECTICUT
St. Nicholas-Bridgeport $1,085.00 All Year $443.00 All Year
St. George-Danbury $465.07 All Year $560.02 All Year

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
St. Gregory-Washington, DC $2,900.00  $176.37 144
St. George-Washington, DC $511.75 All Year $265.00 All Year

MARYLAND
Ss. Peter & Paul-Potomac $780.00 All Year $1,854.00 All Year

NEW JERSEY
St. Anthony-Bergenfield $1,055.00 362 $1,075.00 310
St. George-Little Falls $2,278.00  $1,640.00
St. Stephen-S Plainfield $317.00  $361.00

NEW YORK
St. Mary-Brooklyn $1,920.65 25,000 $2,175.66 25,000
St. Nicholas Cathedral-Brooklyn $1,325.24  $1,445.24
St. John the Baptist - Levittown $230.00  $254.00
Church of Virgin Mary-Yonkers $400.00  $520.00
St. James Mission-Poughkeepsie $0.00  $0.00
St. Anthony-Melville $0.00  $0.00
St. Ignatius-Florida   $45.00

TOTAL NEW YORK &
WASHINGTON DC $13,267.71 25,362 $10,814.29 25,454

CHARLESTON/OAKLAND & MID-ATLANTIC

DELAWARE
St. Athanasius-Claymont $0.00  $0.00
St. Andrew-Lewes $296.96 All Year $845.50 All Year

MARYLAND
St. Mary-Hunt Valley $25.00  $45.00
Holy Cross-Linthicum $0.00  $50.00
St. James The Apostle- 
     Westminister $315.00  $63.00
St. John The Baptist-Lewistown $201.00  $150.00

PENNSYLVANIA
St. George-Allentown $1,765.86  $1,004.50
St. George-Altoona $195.00  $170.00
St. Mary-Chambersburg $1,050.00  $1,183.28
St. John Evangelist-Beaver Falls $2,600.00  $2,502.00
St. George-Bridgeville $1,246.00 All Year $1,029.00 All Year
St. Ellien-Brownsville $250.00  $250.00
St. Anthony-Butler $127.00  $0.00
St. Paul-Emmaus $294.94 All Year $200.00 All Year
St. Michael-Greensburg $1,038.25  $1,472.71
St. Mary-Johnstown $2,827.00  $2,350.00
St. John Chrysostom-York $2,671.81 All Year $1,043.48 3,832
St. Michael-Monessen $277.50  $225.00
St. Elias-New Castle $2,090.00 283 $1,790.00 200
St. George-New Kensington $863.00 43,520 $556.00 60,000
St. George Cathedral-Pittsburgh $1,625.00 3,000 $225.00 3,000
St. Philip-Souderton $1,884.60 All Year $2,609.28 All Year
St. George-Upper Darby $114.00  $531.00

Preliminary 
FOOD FOR HUNGRY PEOPLE  

PROGRAM 2012 - 2013
AND WORLD FOOD DAY  

Pounds of Food Collected
Recorded Through February 2013

St. Mary-Wilkes-Barre $2,810.00 250 $2,272.00 150
Holy Ascension Mission-
     West Chester $0.00  $888.04

VIRGINIA
St. Patrick-Warrenton $208.27 407 $202.77 438
St. Basil the Great-Poquoson $296.20  $187.86
St. Raphael of Brooklyn Mission-
     Chantilly $700.00 200 $380.67 200
Holy Trinity-Lynchburg $373.06  $510.96

WEST VIRGINIA
St. Nicholas-Beckley $145.00 2,000 $375.00 2,000
St. George Cathedral-Charleston $5,465.00 All Year $5,725.00 All Year
Church of Holy Spirit-Huntington $350.00 All Year $275.00 All Year

TOTAL CHARLESTON/OAKLAND & 
MID-ATLANTIC $32,105.45 49,660 $29,112.05 69,820

TOLEDO AND THE MIDWEST

IOWA
St. George-Cedar Rapids $1,020.00 All Year $1,721.00 All Year
St. Raphael of Brooklyn-Iowa City $165.62 All Year $397.59 All Year

ILLINOIS
St. Nicholas-Urbana $1,562.00 All Year $600.00 All Year
St. George-Cicero $999.25  $1,219.05
All Saints-Chicago $5,004.70 6,673 $3,208.85 6,172
St. Elias-Peoria $0.00  $0.00
St. George-Spring Valley $570.00  $595.00
Holy Transfiguration-Warrenville $233.05 320 $512.93 273
St. Mary-Palos Heights $468.09 486 $653.07 490

INDIANA
All Saints-Bloomington $1,344.00 37,551 $1,350.00 99,942
St. John Chrysostom-Fort Wayne $949.87  $648.82
Holy Resurrection-Hobart $0.00  $0.00
St. George-Indianapolis $1,261.01 476 $578.16 475
St. George-Terre Haute $400.00  $150.00
St. Mary-Goshen $203.30 1,500 $169.09 1,500
St. Mary of Egypt-Greenwood $285.00 100 $265.00 130
St. Ananias-Evansville   $50.00 200

KENTUCKY
St. Andrew-Lexington $800.00 4,000 $700.00 4,000
St. Michael-Louisville $1,725.00 85,000 $2,010.00 85,000
Holy Apostles-Bowling Green $0.00  $375.90 4,057

MICHIGAN
Holy Incarnation-Lincoln Park $0.00  $0.00
St. Mary-Berkley $0.00  $0.00
St. George-Troy $1,550.00  $1,230.00
St. George-Flint $1,031.00 All Year $1,163.00 All Year
St. George-Grand Rapids $925.00 500 $1,127.38 500
St. Nicholas-Grand Rapids $2,650.00 All Year $2,255.00 All Year
St. Mary-Iron Mountain $0.00  $0.00
St. Simon-Ironwood $0.00  $50.00
St. Mary-Livonia $100.00 500 $130.00 500
St. James-Williamston $332.00 208 $155.73 218
St. Catherine of Alexandria-
     Ypsilanti $100.00  $277.00
Holy Cross Mission-Dorr $398.23  $186.00
Holy Incarnation-Allen Park $0.00  $0.00

MINNESOTA
St. George-West St.  Paul $470.76  $439.72
MISSOURI
All Saints of North America-
     Maryland Heights $168.39 3,000 $298.50 2,000
St. John The Theologian-
     Cape Girardeau $300.00  $0.00

OHIO
St. George-Akron $650.00  $545.00
St. George-Canton $228.00  $565.00
St. Luke The EvangeliSt. Mission-
     Chagrin Falls $142.00  $0.00
St. George-Cleveland $932.00 All Year $1,450.00 All Year
St. James-Loveland $0.00  $0.00
St. Matthew-N Royalton $745.00 6,000 $331.00 6,000
St. Elias-Sylvania $250.00  $250.00
St. George Cathedral-Toledo $668.44 11,156 $525.00 11,000
St. Mark-Youngstown $1,113.00 All Year $1,700.00 All Year
St. Barnabas-Sunbury $522.41 All Year $226.70 All Year

WISCONSIN
St. Elias-La Crosse $287.69 103 $339.15 87
St. Nicholas-Cedarburg $843.00  $625.00
St. Ignatius-Madison $50.00  $280.00

TOTAL TOLEDO AND 
THE MIDWEST $31,447.81 157,573 $29,353.64 222,544

WORCESTER AND NEW ENGLAND

MASSACHUSETTS
St. Michael-Cotuit $627.50  $444.34 528
All Saints-S. Weymouth $0.00  $0.00
St. Mary-Cambridge $1,439.14 All Year $927.07 All Year
St. John of Damascus-Dedham $2,591.11  $2,010.00
St. George-Lawrence $459.00  $1,393.00
St. George-Lowell $1,825.00  $0.00
St. George-Norwood $3,546.39 937 $3,920.24 429
St. George-W Roxbury $2,025.00 6,500 $1,545.00 6,500
St. George Cathedral-Worcester $4,005.53 14,000 $2,882.82 14,000
St.  Stephen- Springfield $0.00  $0.00
Emmanuel-Warren $0.00  $0.00

RHODE ISLAND
St. Mary-Pawtucket $2,200.00  $1,925.00

TOTAL WORCESTER AND 
NEW ENGLAND $18,718.67 21,437 $15,047.47 21,457

MIAMI AND THE SOUTHEAST

ALABAMA
Church of the Annunciation-
     Birmingham $40.00  $35.00
St. Michael Mission-Dothan $0.00  $0.00

ARKANSAS
St. Nicholas-Springdale $40.51  $682.75
Holy Trinity-Little Rock $231.33  $268.60 150
SS. Peter and Paul Mission- 
     Hot Springs $0.00  $0.00
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FLORIDA
St. George Cathedral-
     Coral Gables $1,272.00  $1,774.00
St. Philip-Davie $360.65  $1,000.00
St. Andrew-Eustis $0.00 100 $427.00 All Year
St. George-Jacksonville $1,670.00  $1,681.00
Our Lady of Regla-Miami $105.00  $120.00
St. Anthony the Great-Melbourne $235.27  $189.36 214
St. Peter the Apostle Mission- 
     Fort Myers $0.00 1,150 $0.00 1,200
St. George-Orlando $293.00 32,560 $162.00 32,000
St. Basil-Silver Springs $200.00 300 $255.00 300
St. Nicholas-St. Petersburg $760.85 All Year $805.13 All Year
St. Mary-W Palm Beach $1,497.00 340 $685.00 340
Holy Cross-Ormond Beach $976.76  $1,029.05
St. Paul-Naples $100.00 1,000 $681.00 1,000
St. Andrew The Apostle-Pensacola $614.75  $488.59

GEORGIA
St. Elias-Atlanta $1,123.00  $2,086.00
St. Stephen-Hiram $500.00 2,064 $500.00 2,000

LOUISIANA
Archangel Gabriel-Lafayette $0.00  $0.00
St. Basil-Metairie $1,204.00  $1,178.00

MISSISSIPPI
St. George-Vicksburg $1,697.72  $1,189.86
St. Peter-Madison $0.00  $40.00

NORTH CAROLINA
Ss. Peter & Paul-Boone $0.00 2,207 $134.00 2,000
All Saints-Raleigh $924.00 1,780 $1,875.00 1,461

SOUTH CAROLINA
St. Catherine-Aiken $0.00  $100.00
St. Barnabas-Lexington $236.90  $160.00
St. Nicholas-Myrtle Beach $135.00  $55.00
Christ the Savior-Anderson $398.75 7,001 $635.15 1,322

TENNESSEE
Holy Resurrection-Johnson City $106.00  $215.30
St. Ignatius-Franklin $533.88  $220.00
St. John-Memphis $517.00 All Year $238.67 All Year
St. Elizabeth-Murfreesboro $0.00  $557.82

TOTAL MIAMI AND 
THE SOUTHEAST $15,773.37 48,502 $19,468.28 41,987

WICHITA AND MID-AMERICA

COLORADO
St.  Luke- Erie $1,338.84 500 $1,507.56 550

Here is an additional and special way to give to the poor and 
hungry and your friends at the same time throughout the year.

You can give your gifts to the hungry in honor of a loved one on 
any occasion such as a birthday, baptism, anniversary, thank you, 
retirement or any other special event. “A Gift from the Heart” is also 
a thoughtful memorial.

Please include this coupon along with your donation. We will 
send a personalized icon card to the person you designate to inform 
them of the gift you gave in their honor.

Send coupon and check to:
“Food For Hungry People”
c/o Robin Lynn Nicholas
4237 Dundee Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90027

Given by __________________________________________________

In Honor of _______________________________________________

Send card to _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Gift Amount $__________________ (Please check one)
 � Baptism � Anniversary
 � Christmas � Thank you
 � Retirement � Memorial
 � Birthday � Other 

Food for
Hungry  
People
Program
“A Gift from
the Heart”
Celebrate
by Giving

St. Augustine-Denver $278.00  $360.00
St. Elias-Arvada $10,000.00  $10,000.00
St. Mark-Denver $200.00 367 $0.00 370
St. Columba-Lafayette $219.88  $275.04
St. James-Fort Collins $180.69  $212.52
St. John Chrysostom-Golden $443.75  $426.72

IOWA
St. Thomas-Sioux City $100.00  $55.00

KANSAS
St. Michael Mission-Wichita $214.89  $299.29
Ss. Peter & Paul-Topeka $117.25 169 $38.40 208
St. George Cathedral-Wichita $1,065.00 13,000 $2,764.10 13,000
St. Mary-Wichita $0.00 All Year $308.91 All Year
All Saints-Salina $0.00  $0.00
St. Mary Magdalene-Manhattan $0.00  $0.00
Holy Transfiguration-Hillsboro $280.00  $275.00
St. Basil-Kansas City $0.00  $474.00
Three Hierarchs-Garden City $19.68 All Year $56.64 All Year

LOUISIANA
St. John the Divine-Lake Charles $0.00  $25.00
St. Nicholas-Shreveport $209.00 All Year $178.87 All Year

NEW MEXICO
Holy Trinity-Santa Fe $215.77 463 $475.32     475

NEBRASKA
St. George-Kearney $254.88  $180.00
St. Mary-Omaha $461.00  $228.00
St. Vincent of Lerins-Omaha $0.00 90 $0.00 100

OKLAHOMA
Church of the Ascension-Norman $0.00  $0.00
St. Elijah-Oklahoma City $4,545.03 All Year $4,434.26 All Year
St. Antony-Tulsa $150.00  $294.75
St. Andrew-Oklahoma City $0.00  $0.00
St. James-Stillwater $0.00  $25.00

SOUTH DAKOTA
St. John the Theologian-
     Rapid City $157.00 41 $149.00 3,976

TEXAS
Holy Apostles-Bullard $0.00  $0.00
St. Elias-Austin $376.15 All Year $441.80 All Year
St. John the Forerunner-Cedar Park $0.00 1,000 $0.00 1,000
St. Michael-Beaumont $336.00  $500.00
St. Ephraim the Syrian-
     San Antonio $1,177.45 251 $0.00 250
Ss. Constantine & Helen-Dallas $120.00  $782.00
St. George-El Paso $126.23 All Year $254.00 All Year
St. Peter-Fort Worth $100.00 All Year $600.00 All Year
St. Joseph-Houston $0.00 All Year $796.86 All Year
St. George-Houston $2,897.00 All Year $7,320.00 All Year
St. Paul- Houston $517.44  $390.36
St. Luke-Abilene $50.00  $515.00
St. Anthony the Great-Spring $794.84  $345.00
St. Sophia-Dripping Springs $256.06  $268.77
Our Lady of Walsingham-Mesquite $0.00  $210.00
St. Benedict-Wichita Falls $423.25  $440.50
Forty Holy Martyrs of Sebaste-
     Sugar Land $0.00  $15.00

St. Silouan the Athonite-
     College Station $294.86 121 $50.00 350
Christ the Saviour-Jacksonville $0.00 24,690 $0.00 27,000
Mission of The Holy Mother of God- 
     Fredricksburg $70.86  $60.32
Holy Cross Mission-Odessa $0.00  $0.00

WYOMING
Holy Resurrection-Gillette $800.00 400 $700.00 400

TOTAL WICHITA & 
MID-AMERICA $28,790.80 41,092 $36,732.99 47,679

EAGLE RIVER AND THE NORTHWEST

ALBERTA
St. Philip-Edmonton $972.89  $1,297.57
Church of the Annunciation-
     Calgary $0.00  $0.00
Protection of the Holy Theotokos-
     Ft. Saskatchewan $282.00  $0.00

ALASKA
St. Herman-Wasilla $0.00  $0.00
All Saints Mission-Homer $0.00  $0.00
St. John Cathedral-Eagle River $1,190.00  $1,951.00

BRITISH COLUMBIA
St. Joseph the Damascene-
     New Westminster $0.00  $0.00
Holy Nativity-Langley $0.00  $1,275.65

IDAHO
St. John the Baptist-Post Falls $140.61  $0.00
St. Ignatius-Twin Falls $411.00 All Year $69.50 All Year
Holy Transfiguration Mission-Boise $0.00  $100.00
Holy Myrrhbearing Women Mission-
     Bonners Ferry $85.00 All Year $125.00 All Year

OREGON
St. George-Portland $808.72  $0.00

SASKATCHEWAN
St. Vincent of Lerins-Saskatoon $280.35  $448.98

WASHINGTON
St.  Andrew-Arlington $100.00  $10.00 
St. Paul-Brier $1,000.00  $100.00
Holy Cross-Yakima $474.99  $809.19 1,100
St. Nicholas-Spokane $0.00  $87.50 256
St. Innocent-Everson $750.00 All Year $540.00 All Year
St. Thomas Mission- Snohomish $0.00  $0.00
Christ The Savior Mission- 
     Spokane Valley   $165.96
Three Holy Hierarchs Mission-
     Wenatchee $259.08 124 $212.93 130
Saint Katherine Mission-Kirkland $0.00  $0.00
Prophet Elijah Mission-Ellensburg $100.00  $322.29

UTAH
Ss. Peter & Paul-Salt Lake City $50.00  $25.00

TOTAL EAGLE RIVER AND 
THE NORTHWEST $6,929.64 124 $7,540.57 1,486
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LOS ANGELES AND THE WEST

ARIZONA
Holy Resurrection-Tucson $301.51  $718.85
St. Ignatius Mission-Mesa $200.00  $210.00
St. George Church-Phoenix $985.00 All Year $675.00 All Year

CALIFORNIA
Ss. Peter & Paul-Ben Lomond $0.00  $0.00
St.  Raphael of Brooklyn Mission
     Thousand Springs $284.23 All Year $214.50 All Year
St. Michael-Whittier $492.00 273 $829.00 300
St. Luke-Garden Grove $1,019.55 All Year $594.95 All Year
All Saints Mission-Rohnert Park $0.00  $0.00
St. Athanasius-Goleta $20.00 11,875 $14.00 10,000
St. Barnabas-Costa Mesa $300.00  $398.23 
St. Mark-Irvine $1,050.00 225 $550.00 250
Holy Cross-Palmdale $0.00  $0.00
St. Timothy-Lompoc $312.62 All Year $164.86 All Year
St. James-Placentia $0.00  $0.00
Orthodox Church of the Redeemer-
     Los Altos Hills $300.00 400 $300.00 1,000
St. Nicholas Cathedral-
     Los Angeles $4,843.00 24,000 $20,920.00 24,000
St. John the Evangelist-Orinda $1,457.50  $963.54
St. Andrew-Riverside $100.00  $115.00
St. Anthony-San Diego $7,346.59  $6,309.69
St. Athanasius-Sacramento $557.40  $450.00
St.  George-San Diego $125.00  $150.00
St. Peter The Apostle-Pomona   $500.00
St. Nicholas-San Francisco $20.00 All Year $160.00 All Year
St. Stephen-Campbell $588.40  $415.52
St. Matthew-Torrance $318.50  $378.48
St. Michael-Van Nuys $1,970.00 1,400 $1,824.75 1,200
Holy Virgin Mary-W Sacramento $160.00  $300.00
St. Timothy-Fairfield $30.00  $20.00
St. John-San Juan Capistrano $0.00  $0.00
St. George-Upland $20.00  $0.00
St. James Mission-Modesto $0.00  $226.35
St. Gabriel-Angels Camp $200.00  $0.00

NEVADA
St. Michael-Las Vegas $50.00  $50.00

TOTAL LOS ANGELES AND 
THE WEST $23,551.30 38,173 $37,452.72 36,750

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS $9,050.00  $2,830.00

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS: $194,504.10 401,042 $201,150.84 482,693
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From the Director’s Desk

Beloved in Christ,
It has been a very rewarding 
past few months. I’ve made 
a good start with my research 
into content and approach 

for a possible new curriculum. One aspect of my 
approach is to explore the meaning behind what 
we do in Church physically; I share a few thoughts 
on movement from the Lamentations Service of 
Great and Holy Friday at the end of these pages. 
Plans for the 2014 Orthodox Institute are coming 
along well, with articles on the event and two 
of our featured presenters below. We have also 
been working on a new initiative, HUGS (“Hands 
Used for God’s Service”), for the Fall. Finally, as 
convener of the Parish Life Conferences, I would 
like to remind you that funds are available to help 
your parish host a training event. Please discuss 
your wishes with your Diocesan Coordinator 
during the conferences.

I pray that this holiest of seasons bring you 
renewed faith and love.

In Christ,

Carole A. Buleza

Hands Used for God’s Service
Those of you who participate in the Creative 
Festivals undoubtedly noticed a similarity of 
themes in 2013 and 2014. This year’s Scripture 
theme exhorts us to love God with all our being, 
and ends with, “And you shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.” Last year’s theme urged us to love 
and serve “the least of these my brothers,” in 
order to be worthy of the Kingdom. Although 
the Department of Christian Education does not 
choose the themes, we are pleased to see the 
repeated emphasis on giving. Christianity is not a 
theoretical or philosophical endeavor, but rather 
a life, motivated by the Spirit of God and tending 
to create the habit of seeking what is good for 
others, especially those in need. Loving God by 
loving our neighbor needs to be ingrained in the 
hearts of our children.

Unfortunately, this basic truth 
can become “just one more 
thing I have to learn,” or “just 
one more thing I believe in.” 
Often we teach the children 
that the Scripture should 
be applied when we see 

someone in need. Our aim should be higher. In 
the generosity of God, Christ became poor that 
we might become rich (2 Corinthians 8:9). The 
first Christians were known for their selfless giving 
and care for people. Their knowledge of God 
(through Scripture, Tradition and the Church) led 
to a generosity of spirit – that’s what we all should 
have, and be known for: full-time, generous 
spirits. Giving should define us as Christians.

Khouria Gigi Shadid, an associate of the 
department, and the mother of three young 
children, came up with an idea of how we could 
make giving “second nature” for our children in 
the Church School simply and without adding 
extra lessons. This led to our new initiative, “Hands 
Used in God’s Service,” or HUGS. The idea is to 
invite the children of each grade to “give” in a 
specific way that year. For example, the children 
of one of the younger grades are asked to open 
doors for others, all through the year. The teacher 
will have a small color poster to help the children 
remember their giving opportunity. 

The HUGS program will be on our website 
in August. In addition, the page will give 
information and links for Orthodox-sponsored 
giving opportunities for older children as well.

Announcing the 2014 Orthodox 
Institute
The Orthodox Institute for Continuing Education 
in the Faith, in 2013, had the theme “Blessed is 
the Kingdom,” which focused on understanding 
the Body of Christ which is the Church. At Divine 
Liturgy the Church is manifested to the world – 
gathered to offer Eucharist, we become who we 
most truly are, the Body of Christ for the salvation 
of the world. We cannot access our fundamental 
identity, that of Christian, alone. A Christian is a 
“being in communion,” in the words of theologian 
John Zizioulas, Bishop of Pergamon, reflecting 
the Persons-in-relation of the Holy Trinity.

Our baptism brought us into the Body of Christ, 
and placed our feet on the path of salvation, 
which is the Church. It is up to us, however, to 
walk the path. We cannot be the Body of Christ 
together unless each of us is continually seeking 
the kingdom and an ever-increasing union with 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

The 2013 Orthodox Institute explored the 
Kingdom in its corporate dimension, the 
Church. The 2014 event, entitled “Theosis: The 
Kingdom Within,” will complement the previous 
event by exploring the personal dimension. 
Participants will have the opportunity to learn 

Sharing the Faith News from the Department of Christian Education
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the history and implications 
of this particularly life-giving 
Orthodox theology. More 
importantly, participants will 
learn from those who have 
journeyed before us – the 
saints – and how we can walk 
the path today. There will be 
an in-depth course on the 
Jesus Prayer, on fasting, and 
on how to nurture children 
on their spiritual walk. Our 
two keynote speakers are 
Fr. Anthony Coniaris, author, 
publisher, pastor, and 
renowned homilist, and Dr. 
Kyriacos Markides, noted 
author and sociologist who 
journeyed the world to fi nd a 
truly Christian mysticism (see 
the articles below). We are 
pleased to announce that 
among the others slated to 
present are Fr. David Hester 

of St. Tikhon’s Seminary, and two Ancient Faith 
Radio podcasters: Fr. John Oliver, Hearts and 
Minds, and Martha Condra of Wheat, Wine and 
Oil.

“Theosis: The Kingdom Within” will be held 
at Antiochian Village, October 30 – November 
2, 2014. The cost for registration is $65, and 
room rates, especially for triple-occupancy, 
are very reasonable. For more information, 
please see www.antiochian.org/OI2014, or on 
Facebook, orthodoxinstitute2014, or contact 
orthodoxinstitute2014@gmail.com 

Opening Address by
Fr. Anthony Coniaris 
The 2014 Orthodox Institute Opening Address 
will be given by Fr. Anthony Coniaris. In 1966, 
Fr. Anthony Coniaris wrote Eastern Orthodoxy: 
A Way of Life, and founded Light and Life 
Publishers in order to fi ll the need for educational 
books for Orthodox faithful. Fr. Coniaris has 
been a prolifi c writer. His 
work, Introducing the 
Orthodox Church, has 
been used extensively 
for catechumen classes, 
while Making Christ Real 
in the Orthodox Christian 
Home is a perennial best 
seller. Be tween his own 
works and the other titles 
Light and Life offers, he 
has “made Orthodoxy 

real” for the 
faithful and 
e v a n g e l i z e d 
c o u n t l e s s 
inquirers.

A renowned hom-
ilist, Fr. Coniaris 
typically uses sto-
ries to illustrate 
theology, as well 
as quotes from 
other writers. He 
has dealt with 
practical issues 
of theology as
well as spiritual

aspects of our faith. He was one of the 
early Orthodox writers who brought theosis 
from the seminary classroom to the faithful, 
encouraging the Orthodox to have a personal 
relationship with God. The Light and Life mission 
statement refl ects this: “Our mission at Light and 
Life is to increase the personal knowledge of Jesus 
Christ and His Church . . . .” 

In 2002 Fr. Coniaris was honored by the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese with the Three Hierarch 
Medal for his extensive 40-year ministry, which 
included a great deal of charity work as well. 
Presently, he is Pastor Emeritus at St. Mary’s Greek 
Orthodox Church in Minneapolis. At age 88 he 
continues to write and was pleased to accept our 
invitation. His current work in progress is titled, 
“Tools for Theosis.” (Fr. Coniaris’ son-in-law, Mr. 
Dan Christopulos will present the address on his 
behalf.) We plan to have Fr. Coniaris dialogue 
with us via Skype afterwards.

Featured Speaker
Dr. Kyriacos Markides
Is there a Christian spirituality that is mystical 
and experiential? Can we have a transcendent 
experience of God? Our featured speaker, Dr. 
Kyriacos Markides, a professor of sociology at 
the University of Maine, has committed himself to 
fi nding the answer. An agnostic in his early years, 

Dr. Markides sought out the answer to these and 
other questions by looking at Eastern Christianity. 
He has traveled the world and interviewed mystics 
and healers, in particular, the renowned monk, Fr. 
Maximos of Mt. Athos. 

Dr. Markides has written several books, among 
them, Inner River: A Pilgrimage to the Heart 
of Christian Spirituality, Gifts of the Desert, 
and The Mountain of Silence: A Search for 

Orthodox Spirituality.
He engages readers 
by inviting them to 
journey with him and be 
a part of the interviews 
he records and the 
dialogues he shares 
with fellow travelers, 
and to refl ect with 
him. Well aware of the 
spiritual vacuum post-
modernism has created, 
his works, in the words 
of a reviewer of The 

Mountain of Silence, are a “moving, profoundly 
human examination of the role and the power of 
spirituality in a complex and confusing world.”

From his travels, Dr. Markides will share what he 
learned, and his thoughts on Orthodox spirituality 
in the postmodern world.

Holy Friday Lamentations
– A Walk with Christ
“Therefore we were buried with Him through 
baptism into death, that just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life”
(Romans 6:4).

A few years ago I began to collect ideas on how 
we could improve our teaching of the faith, and 
this school year I have spent a great deal of time 
on the project. One thing that immediately struck 
me was the images that appear in Scripture, 
such as light and lamb, and also in the writings 
of the Church Fathers. Many of these liken our 

experience of faith to a journey, notably Jesus’ 
saying, “I am The Way.” I believe the metaphor 
of journey holds the key to reinvigorating our 
catechetical efforts. 

There are many illustrations of this metaphor that 
can be used in the classroom; for example, walking 
through the Red Sea just as the Israelites did, 
which prefi gures Jesus’ victory over evil and death 
so that He could open the gates of heaven for us. 
Children remember what they do, especially if it is 
also discussed and joined to its meaning.

Of the many documented “ways of learning,” the 
kinesthetic method ranks high in effectiveness. 
Orthodox Christianity manifests a certain genius 
in this regard. Consider all the movement 
associated with the Mysteries or Sacraments, 
and with our liturgies – the kissing of icons, the 
making of the sign of the cross, the prostrations, 
and the kissing of the cross. Yet, with all the 
“static” of modern life, are we paying attention; 
are we and the children learning, even after years 
of practice? Ask your students, “What do you feel 
like when your head is touching the fl oor during 
a prostration?’ Explore your own feelings and 
thoughts. Keep in mind that symbolic actions, 
just like symbols, can be understood from 
different angles; my students have enriched my 
understanding with the associations they made.

Aside from the life-changing rites of the 
Mysteries, the most signifi cant liturgical act I’ve 
experienced is the walk below the burial shroud 
of Christ, the epitaphio, during the Lamentations 
Service Friday night. 

Bending below the dead body of Christ in the 
darkness and walking into the light to kiss the 
Gospel book is a life-giving, symbolic act. 

The procession with the epitaphio, and the walk 
below it, along with other rites during the Holy 
Week and Paschal services, allow us to rededicate 
ourselves to our God – to the Way of Salvation. 
As you engage in prostrations, processions 
and other movements, pause to appreciate the 
aspect of your faith that each is expressing. The 
movements of our faith speak to our heart.

Photograph of St. John Chrysostom 
Church, York, Pennsylvania, by Timm 
Wenger
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Eastern Dioceses: Fr. George Alberts 
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In the western world, there is an image of 

the Last Judgment, of an angry God who 

is eager to punish all those who have bro-

ken His commandments. This picture of 

an angry god is like a religious “scared-

straight” program, convincing people that 

if they can appease this god, they can be 

OK. This is not what I learned growing up. 

I had to figure out, however, how the Last 

Judgment was ultimately going to affect 

my life. As I entered my teen years, I had to 

decide if I would just “get by” by on auto-

pilot or choose to struggle for my salvation. 

The groundwork was laid in my early years. 

My parents taught me to love God and  

His Church and to serve others with my 

whole heart.

I still remember praying our evening prayers 
as a family. My favorite time was the Paschal sea-
son. All the lights in the house were turned off as 
we said our prayers by candlelight. Then, at the 
conclusion, the whole family broke out in a joy-
ful loud voice, singing, “Christ is risen from the 
dead, trampling down death by death and upon 
those in the tombs bestowing life!” As we sang, 
my sisters and I ran around the house turning on 
every light, saying symbolically that Christ is the 
Light of the World!

These moments and so many others in my 
young life built a foundation, but it was still my 
parents’ faith … my parents’ love. As I grew into 
adolescence, I had a decision to make for myself. 

Was I going to take this faith and make it my own? 
Or would I just go through the motions with the 
appearance of being a good son, a good student, 
a good Christian? What is the point of it all?

Imagine if an angel appeared and asked you 
to write your own obituary. Would you be sur-
prised? My uncle, who is a deacon in the church, 
instructed my youth group to do just that – to 
imagine how we would want to be remembered. 
He told the teens to “begin with the end in mind.” 
We were certainly surprised. Teens don’t usu-
ally think about the end of life, but about plans, 
hopes, and dreams! The word “mortality” is for 
others, not us. Yet the reality is that any of our 
earthly lives could end in a moment … an instant.

Thinking about this made me realize … I 
had to make Christ my own. I had to give love, 
to give myself. At the age of 13, I journeyed into 
the inner-city on my first, short “Youth-Equipped-
to-Serve” mission trip. As we drove through the 
drug-dealer-filled parks, and tourist-filled hotels, 
we prayed for Los Angeles. We prayed for the 
wealthy people in the crowded theatres, and for 
the penniless people with no option but to live in 
the litter-filled streets. On Saturday, we tried to be 
the answer to those prayers. We prepared bagged 
lunches and handed them to the homeless resid-
ing on Skid Row. Most people were grateful, but 
occasionally, they were annoyed. One man said, 
“I’ve heard it all, I know I’m a sinner.” He turned 
down the food. Our efforts of being the fire of 
God’s love scalded him. Thankfully, most people 
were willing to accept our service.

On Sunday morning, we served delicious 
breads to people living in the park. At least they 
appeared to be delicious: we had to wait to eat. 
It was difficult, yet rewarding, meeting the needs 
of others while denying ourselves food so that we 
could later partake in the sacrament of Eucharist.

Los Angeles Judges’ Choice for 
2013 Oratorical Festival
A famous American preacher, Jonathan Edwards, describes God in the following 
way: “The God that holds you over the pit of hell, much as one holds a spider, or 
some loathsome insect over the fire, abhors you.”

Conversing with people on the streets affected 
me deeply. There I met Leroy and Charles. Leroy 
wanted us to understand how important it is for 
God to be real in our own lives. Charles, amidst 
his earthly poverty, wrote and shared the richness 
of his poetry. My heart began to break as I re-
alized that all these people – in the hotels, the 
theaters, and the streets – all these people were 
Jesus. I saw the image of God in Charles and Le-
roy, and I still pray for them both each day. That 
weekend, my eyes were opened and my heart 
overflowed with love.

Last summer my heart once again rejoiced 
in seeing Christ in the athletes at the Special 
Olympics Sports Camp at Antiochian Village. 
During the week, I got to be a counselor, coach, 
and cheerleader to these amazing people! It 
was a constant stream of “high fives” all week 
long.  Every day I saw that every one of these 
athletes was  Jesus. We must see the image of God 
whenever we  encounter others. We serve Christ 
Himself, when we serve and love our neighbors 
with humble hearts – even when our gifts are met 
with hatred.

Jonathan Edwards pictures the last judgment 
as sinners in the hands of an angry god. The Holy 
Church Fathers have a much different definition. 
The Last Judgment, fundamentally, is rooted in 
the boundless, unending Love of God. As Father 
Symeon Kees writes, “God is Unconditional Love 
and God is a Consuming Fire … Love and Fire are 
One. There is no contradiction here. God’s Un-
created Love is Uncreated Fire.” God offers love 
to all, but some try to run from that love – even 
when it is everywhere. That is hell. St. Isaac the 
Syrian explains that those who are suffering in 
hell are being scourged by love. If one runs from 
the all-consuming Fire of God, His Presence and 
love will be infinite torture and death.

If one runs towards the all-consuming Fire of 
God, His Presence and love will be eternal, insur-
mountable joy!

So what does this look like in the life of an 
orthodox teen today? The fire of God’s love must 
grow by loving our neighbor! We must run to-
wards, accept, and embrace this all-consuming 
fire of love if we want to hear the glorious words, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant.” How do 
we do this? In Matthew 25, Jesus speaks plain-
ly about feeding the hungry, giving drink to the 

thirsty, clothing the naked, taking strangers in 
and visiting the sick and imprisoned.

His concluding statement here is the one that 
pierces my own heart … “Inasmuch as you did 
it to one of the least of these, My brethren, you 
did it to Me.” The homeless man rejecting the 
food, the poet who lives on the street, the Spe-
cial Olympics athlete, the struggling high school 
student seeking to have a meaningful life … we 
are EACH the least of these, and really just need 
unconditional love.

As I contemplate that I must “begin with the 
end in mind,” I remember a man who was on fire 
with the love of God. Father Peter Gillquist played 
a significant role in bringing thousands from the 
understanding of God as an angry stepfather … 
to truly understanding Him, the fiercely loving Fa-
ther of Jesus Christ, whose compassion is bound-
less. Father Peter fell asleep in the Lord about a 
year ago. I was inspired and moved to tears when 
I recently saw a picture of his gravestone, which 
is in the shape of a cross. The text on it reads 
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith” (Second Timothy 4:7). 
Above is boldly written words that make all cre-
ation rejoice: “Christ Is Risen!”

We experience this same joy in the liturgy. 
The Gospel, however, will only come alive for us 
once we live it. That all-consuming, loving fire of 
God must make a home in our hearts and spur us 
to holy action! As young adults in the Orthodox 
Church, we embrace the love of God when we are 
continually transformed by the sacraments like 
confession and in receiving the Holy Gifts. When 
we use our God-given talents for the Heavenly 
Kingdom and listen to those who watch over our 
souls – that is when we are taking the faith of our 
parents, and making it our own.

I don’t know how much time I have left on this 
earth. I pray I have many more years. I pray that 
everyone may have many more years, that we can 
become enflamed with the love of God. I know, 
however, that I may be called at any time. I pray 
the kindling in my own heart becomes an eternal 
flame of love for my Lord.

Samuel Braun
St. Barnabas Orthodox Church, Costa Mesa, California

Samuel (18) is the Judges’ Choice from the  
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West.
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Bishop JOHN Comes to
St. Nicholas in Florida

“I am impressed with your 
new church building; I am im-
pressed with your parish; and 
I am most impressed with your 
priest,” His Grace Bishop JOHN 
said at his first meeting with 
members of St Nicholas.

He had arrived exhausted at 
the Tampa Airport twelve hours 
after starting out from New 
England. First he was diverted 
from the rarely snow-closed 
Charlotte airport to Chicago, 
half-way across the country, 
before catching another flight 
to Tampa. Soon after landing, 

he found that the 
skies above Tampa 
Bay opened to drop 
almost two inches 
of rain. “Better the 
rain than the close 
to two feet of snow 
in the Boston area,” 
he said.

With His Grace 
Bishop ANTOUN’s 
blessing, Bishop 
JOHN made his first 
official visit to a 
Florida church. He 
was warmly received 
Friday, February 14, 

2014, by members of the Par-
ish Council, the Ladies Society, 
the Men’s Club, and the Sun-
day School teachers, at a din-
ner prepared by Doreen Radich 
in the Fellowship Hall, where 
he spoke informally about the 
third-century priest-martyr, St. 
Valentine.

On Saturday, he led a retreat 
on the subject, “You Are a Royal 
Priesthood: Expectations for 
Laypeople.” That evening he 
presided over Vespers before 
a Valentine Dinner Dance at 
St. George Serbian Orthodox 
Church Hall. Sunday, of course, 

he led the Hierarchi-
cal Divine Liturgy 
and preached on 
the Prodigal Son. 
A luncheon pre-
pared by the Sunday 
School and the Par-
ish Council followed 
afterwards.

Parishioners at St 
Nicholas responded 
enthusiastically to 

his messages, his person, and 
his quiet demeanor. One parish-
ioner, who will remain name-
less, asked his usual critical 
questions and was delighted 
with His Grace’s answers. “I like 
this man,” he confessed; as did 
all the parishioners. God grant 
you many years, Master!

Bishop THOMAS Visits
St. Basil the Great, 
 Poquoson, Virginia

With winter conditions af-
fecting much of the Diocese 
of Oakland/Charleston and the 
Mid-Atlantic in January, Bishop 
THOMAS headed to his south-
ernmost parish of St. Basil the 
Great, Poquoson, Virginia, for 
a pastoral visit. Although it 
was not exactly summer-like 
weather, the snow did not fall, 
and Sayidna was able to have a 
fruitful visit.

At Great Vespers on Janu-
ary 18, Sayidna addressed the 
parish on the necessity of pro-
gressing as a parish. Having 
the administrative structure of 
a parish is good, he observed. 
Having parish ministries, such 
as the Antiochian Women, is 
helpful. The desire to increase 
membership is also commend-
able. All things are good, but 
they are fruitless to ourselves 
and others if we are not working 
out our own salvation. Only as 
we are attentive to our spiritual 
lives can parish administration, 
ministries, and desires bring 
forth fruit. Only by sharing in 
the light of the Holy Trinity can 
we attract others to the Church.

Following Vespers, the faith-
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ful gathered in the parish hall 
for dinner. Over a fantastic 
meal Mary Winstanly O’Connor 
(North American Chair) and 
Sam Chacra (Chair for the Dio-
cese of Oakland/Charleston and 
the Mid-Atlantic) spoke of the 
wonderful works of the Order 
of St. Ignatius of Antioch. Two 
new members, Lt. Brad and 
Mrs. Carrie Holmes, were then 
inducted into the Order by His 
grace at Sunday’s Hierarchical 
Liturgy.

The Hierarchical Liturgy was 
beautiful as always, and St. 
Basil’s was blessed not only 
to have Bishop THOMAS pre-
side, but also to have Deacon 
Peter Maris and Sub-deacon 
Ben Daniel serve as well. Dur-
ing his homily, Sayidna empha-
sized the importance of having 
faith and giving thanks. Sayidna 
also made Seraphim Hamilton 
a Reader, and installed the new 
Parish Council. What an event-
ful visit!

After Liturgy, the faithful en-
joyed another meal with His 
Grace, who also spoke to the 
Parish Council and visited with 
them during its monthly meet-
ing. A respite was in order with 
such a busy morning, but Say-
idna was not done. That evening 
he joined members of St. Basil, 
and Sts. Constantine and Helen 
Greek Orthodox Church, New-
port News, Virginia, at the site 
of the program for feeding/shel-
tering the homeless in which 
the two churches cooperate. We 
were thankful for his encourag-
ing presence and blessing of the 
food.

Needless to say, it 
was a busy and fruit-
ful visit by Bishop 
THOMAS. His Grace 
left just in time, be-
cause in the follow-
ing two days the 
snow finally arrived. 
The roads were cov-
ered, flights were 
delayed and can-
celed and we didn’t 
bounce back for a 
week! Finally, south-
ern Virginia felt the 
cold of winter, but 
not before getting 
Sayidna off in good 
shape. Many years, 
Master!            

Diocesan  
Family Day in 
New England

February first in 
New England came 
with a reprieve from 
the cold weather and 
storms which had 
punished the north-
east this winter. The 
climate instead was 
perfect for Diocesan 
Family Day. The tagline on the 
flyers for the event read, “bring-
ing together our finest … our 
people and our traditions,” and 
it certainly came true. For many 
years in Worcester and New 
England, the Antiochian Women 
have sponsored the pre-Lenten 
retreat, and for five years run-
ning young people from the par-
ishes have gathered for Youth 

Day. So the thought this year 
was, Why not combine them, 
and why not add more events so 
everyone in the diocesan family 
can participate? That is exactly 
what happened: the Family Day, 
held at the church of Saint John 
of Damascus in Dedham, was, 
in a word, fabulous.

Pulling together the various 
elements of Family Day could 
have proved a challenge, but 

The Word   5150   June 2014 The Word   51



from the outset the Antiochian 
Women and the Mission Coun-
cil of the Diocese worked seam-
lessly to encourage registra-
tions, organize lunch, provide 
speakers and insure that every-
one went home spiritually re-
warded. One hundred and twen-
ty people, including His Grace 
Bishop JOHN, clergy and laity – 
young and old alike – gathered 
at noon for a homemade lunch, 
prepared by the Ladies of Saint 
John’s and Saint George in Nor-
wood. Very Rev. Chad Hatfield, 
Chancellor and CEO of Saint 
Vladimir’s Seminary, addressed 
everyone during the meal on 
the topic of mission. Father 
Chad then led the retreat por-
tion of the afternoon, which 
was not just for the ladies, but 
open to everyone. The title for 
the retreat was “Mary, Mysteries 
and Mission: Rediscovering Our 
Christian Identity.”

As the retreat began in the big 
hall, the church-school students, 
teens and young adults broke 
into four groups for their after-
noon activities. Nancy Close, 
the Sunday School director in 

Dedham, provided the younger 
crowd with an afternoon of 
amazing lessons and crafts. The 
other groups, divided by age, 
rotated among three present-
ers for discussions. Rev. Father 
Chris Nerreau from Emmanuel 
Church in Warren, Massachu-
setts, spoke on “Life in God – A 
Journey from Legalism to Liber-
ty.” Rev. Father Benjamin Kjen-
dal from Saint Stephen Church 
in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
spoke on “Beauty, Holiness, and 
Hope: A Journey to Christ.” The 
third presenter was Chrysan-
thy Tiggas, a Saint Vladimir’s 
graduate who is on the staff 
of Saint Methodios Camp and 
Retreat Center (GOA) in New 
Hampshire. The title of her 
presentation was “Salvation: 
Smoking or Non Smoking.” The 
only downfall to the activities 
was the time-limit; the groups 
had to be encouraged to wrap 
up one session and move on to 
the next.

As the day ended, everyone 
gathered in the church for a big 
group photograph, followed by 
Great Vespers with Litia and 

Artoklasia for the Feast of the 
Meeting in the Temple. Bishop 
JOHN presided, the clergy all 
served and everyone else sang 
(camp style). It was a glori-
ous end to an enlightening and 
upbeat day. Just hours after 
its conclusion, people were 
already putting their heads to-
gether talking about next year. 
Not only did the speakers do an 
excellent job of inspiring the 
faithful, but the fact that the 
whole diocesan family came 
together for fellowship and 
prayer was itself a highlight of 
the day.

Memory Eternal!  
+ Archpriest George Aswad

Archpriest George As-
wad, Pastor Emeritus of St. 
George Antiochian Orthodox 
Church in Niagara Falls, New 
York, fell asleep in Christ early 
on the morning of January 31, 
2014. Fr. George was a joyful 
man and a true servant of the 
lord. He loved people and was 
full of energy. 

He was born in Niagara Falls, 
New York, on December 7, 
1926, the son of the late Fuad 
and Fahda (Sorour) Aswad. Fa-
ther George served in World 
War II, enlisting in the Navy in 
1944 and serving aboard the 
USS Helena. His ship did a vic-
tory round-the-world tour in 
1946 and he was discharged 
in August 1946 from the Navy. 
Hooker Chemical Corporation 
hired him in its traffic office 
and he also served as a regular 
and special education teacher in 
the Niagara Falls Public School 
System. V. Rev. Father George 
graduated from Niagara Falls 
High School and he earned a 
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Bachelor’s Degree from Niagara 
University. In 1967, he gradu-
ated from Buffalo State College 
with a Master of Science in Edu-
cation. Father George was or-
dained as a deacon in 1961 and, 
after studies in the inaugural 
class of the St. Stephen’s School 
of Theology, he was elevated to 
the priesthood in 1965. He faith-
fully served the parishioners of 
St. George Orthodox Church 
in Lewiston, New York, retiring 
in 1996, and continued on to 
serve as Priest Emeritus. V. Rev. 
Father George was elevated to 
Archpriest and received the An-
tonian Gold Medal of Merit. He 
was a devoted Buffalo Bills and 
Buffalo Sabres fan and enjoyed 
participating in sports, particu-
larly running and swimming. Fr. 
George is truly loved and cher-
ished by his family, who brought 
him great happiness and pride.

In 1990 in celebration of his 
25 years of dedication to the 
priesthood and the parishioners 
of St. George, Niagara Falls, Fa-
ther George in his writing clear-
ly telling us of his faith: 

“Twenty-five years as a par-
ish priest in the church where 
I grew up could only have been 
possible with the help of God, 
the grace of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, and you, the lov-
ing members of St. George. I 
thank God for calling me to 
serve you as your spiritual fa-
ther and friend. We have shared 
so much together in laughter, in 
tears, through times of joy and 
sorrow. We have worked side-
by-side, pooling our resources 
and talents to build a beautiful 
church, hall, and educational 
building on 24 acres of wooded 
land, to carry on the work of the 
Lord. We have continually met 
the challenges of a growing par-
ish, which is so evident in our 
church school. This parish has 
always met the spiritual needs 
of the children, and will con-
tinue to do so. We are all aware 
that the labor in the vineyard of 
the Lord is never-ending, and 
we must never allow ourselves 
to take pride in the past without 
accepting the responsibilities of 
the future. God looks at us as 

His family, living together spiri-
tually and socially in the body of 
Christ, the Church.”

Very Reverend Father George 
will be sadly missed by the Or-
thodox faithful of the entire 
Niagara Falls region, where he 
would often serve in Liturgy 
with his Pan-Orthodox brother 
clergy and laity, as well as his 
Antiochian brothers and sisters, 
and especially by the many pa-
rishioners through the years 
in his lifelong home and par-
ish in Niagara Falls. He will be 
remembered for his vision, his 
kind and caring heart, and his 
gift for helping others. His life’s 
work was the Church, all that it 
offered and all that it needed, as 
stated in his words above. His 
life’s love was his family, as he 
was deeply devoted to his wife, 
Khouria Grace, and his five 
daughters and their husbands. 
Of course, Gidu adored his ten 
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren, and all will miss 
the Christmas sing-alongs, as 
Gidu never let pass a chance 
to belt one out! His family, who 
brought him great happiness 
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and pride, loves him, and will 
always love him.

Fr. George is survived by his 
beloved wife of 56 years, Khou-
ria Grace (Bishara) Aswad. 
They were married on February 
10, 1957, at St. George Ortho-
dox Church in Niagara Falls. He 
was blessed with five daughters: 
Lynn (George) Wood of Paxton, 
Massachusetts; Laura (Jeff) 
Colyer of Cincinnati, Ohio; Lou-
ise (Bill) Snyder of North East, 
Pennsylvania; Lisa (Mike) Dud-
ley of Grand Island, New York; 

and Lana (Paul) Dudley of Al-
exander, New York. He leaves 
eleven grandchildren: Jessica 
(Tracy), Jeana, Matthew, An-
drew, Ryan, Rachel, Kara, Eric, 
Amber and Alyssa; two great-
grandchildren: AJ and Jeffrey; 
and two brothers: Samuel (late 
Patricia) and Dr. Alfred (Anna) 
Aswad. He is also survived by 
many nieces and nephews.

Our beloved Very Reverend 
Father George has now retired 
to the Vineyard where all sick-
ness and sorrow has fled away, 
where life is eternal …. His 
good and faithful servant.

Memory Eternal, Archpriest 
George Aswad!

St. George, Montreal,  
Pours Heart and Soul  

into Fundraiser

It’s “signed, sealed, and de-
livered”: St. George Antiochian 
Orthodox Church in Montreal, 
Canada, is pleased to report 
that several members of the 
parish and beyond teamed up 
to stage a first-time fundraising 
evening that brought the com-
munity together, raised funds 
for the Church and had every-
one “Dancing in the Streets”!

Close to 250 fun-loving 

guests attended Heart & Soul 
– A Motown Tribute on Febru-
ary 1st at the elegant Le Crys-
tal Reception Hall, where they 
were treated to a sit-down din-
ner, dancing, and a scrumptious 
late-night buffet, featuring Mon-
treal’s famous smoked meat 
and poutine. Musical entertain-
ment by the electrifying R&B/
Soul band The Freddie James 
Project keep everyone on the 
dance floor well into the late 
hours. Popular Montreal radio 
morningman Andrew Carter 
graciously served as M.C. for 
the evening.

The dedicated and creative 
team behind the initiative in-

cluded Carla Tabah Akkaoui, 
Terry Diab Peterfy, Gary Ta-
bah, Jessica Auger, Jason Bolais 
and Nadia Lawand, all under 
the spiritual and team-build-
ing leadership of St. George’s 
Economos Antony Gabriel. 
Guests were thrilled to partici-
pate in an exciting raffle that 
included luxurious and unique 
prizes, such as dinner for eight 
prepared and served in one’s 
home by one of the city’s top 
celebrity chefs. With the incred-
ible support of the Antiochian 

Orthodox community, ticket 
sales, raffle earnings and gener-
ous sponsors raised $30,000 in 
funds, surpassing expectations 
and setting the stage for an ex-
citing annual event.

St. Anthony’s Women’s 
Guild Hosts Baby Shower

The Women’s Guild of St. 
Anthony’s Orthodox Church in 
Bergenfield, New Jersey, hosted 
an all-parish baby shower for the 
benefit of Oasis on March 16, 
2014, during a special coffee 
hour. Oasis is a charitable orga-
nization based in Paterson, New 
Jersey, and dedicated to feeding 
and clothing needy women and 

Above: Economos Antony 
Gabriel (second from left) 
celebrates the success of 

the evening with event 
organizers (left to right) 

Terry Diab Peterfy, Carla 
Tabah Akkaoui, Gary Ta-

bah and Jason Bolanis at 
the St. George Antiochian 

Orthodox Church First 
Annual Heart & Soul 

Motown Tribute fund-
raiser, February 1, 2014. 

Far Right: Chairperson 
Carla Tabah Akkaoui 

(standing far right) 
with attendees at the 

St. George Antiochian 
Orthodox Church First 

Annual Heart & Soul 
Motown Tribute fund-

raiser, February 1, 2014.

Communities in Action

children, and to offering women 
educational resources and skills 
so that they can obtain mean-
ingful employment and break 
the cycle of poverty. Oasis of-
fers these services in a safe, 
compassionate and nurturing 
environment, and is commit-
ted to fostering healthy family 
relationships and to preserving 
the dignity of people and their 
cultures.

Women’s Guild President 
Barbara Lockhart spoke to the 
whole parish during the first 
week of March, the beginning 

of Women’s month in our Arch-
diocese. Barbara asked the par-
ish to help these women and 
children as part of our philan-
thropic work during this Lenten 
season. Sister Gloria Perez, the 
Executive Director of Oasis, 
joined us for the baby shower 
on March 16th.  

The entire parish brought so 
many gifts for these mothers 
and children that they over-
flowed three very long tables. 
What a wonderful surprise for 
Sister Gloria, who thought the 
Women’s Guild was throwing 
a small baby shower! The food 
provided by the women of St. 
Anthony’s created a wonderful 
Lenten luncheon for all. 

Besides helping unwed moth-
ers and their children, Oasis 
provides educational programs 
in which students are offered 
the opportunity to learn to read 
and write, to earn their GED, to 
learn English as a second lan-
guage, and to learn how to use 
computers. Oasis also offers so-
cial services for women affected 
by domestic violence, substance 
abuse and other women’s health 
issues. They prepare these 
women so that they can obtain 
permanent employment, and 
they run a Youth Development 

program all year round. Oasis, 
with the help of over 1,000 vol-
unteers, distributes food, runs 
a soup kitchen, and distributes 
food and clothing to their cli-
ents. Oasis also provides holi-
day meals and food to people in 
need. 

The Women’s Guild hopes to 
continue supporting Oasis in 
the future. 

From Dream to Reality
St. Mary of Egypt 
Orthodox Church,

Greenwood, Indiana

In April 2007, retired V. Rev. 
Fr. Athanasius and Kh. Lo- 

retta Wilson started a mission 
church in Greenwood, Indiana 
with seven founding members.  
It had always been his dream 
to have an Orthodox church 
serving the south Indianapolis 
metropolitan area.  Services 
were originally held in a rent-
ed space; as our membership 
increased, we started looking 
for our own facility. Through 
prayers, faith, and persever-
ance, and with the blessing of 
His Eminence Metropolitan 
PHILIP and His Grace Bishop 
ANTHONY,  we were able to 

purchase a building near down-
town Greenwood in June 2013. 
Within a month, using our own 
labor, we undertook the huge 
task of converting an old office 
building into a proper place of 
worship, with a social hall, of-
fices and classrooms. Now that 
we have our own church build-
ing, we are able to have more 
services, Sunday school class-
es, Bible studies, outreach ac-
tivities and dinners.  Our mem-
bership has grown and we have 
had three chrismations and are 
anticipating two baptisms and 
two weddings this year.

We thank God for our new 
home and our mother church 
St George in Fishers, Indiana 

From left to right: 
Jacqueline Koskinas, 
Vice President of the 
Women’s Guild, Sister 
Gloria, Executive Director 
of Oasis, and Barbara 
Lockhart, President of 
the Women’s Guild.
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for all their assistance and sup-
port. With God’s help, we will 
continue to grow and eventu-
ally build our own temple on 
the south side of Indianapolis.

Bishop JOHN presents 
Orthodox Scouting 
Religious Emblems

On Sunday, March 2, as part 
of the parish’s observance of 
Scout Sunday, St. Mary Or-
thodox Church in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, invited Bishop 
JOHN to present the Orthodox 
Scouting Religious Emblems 

to those who met the require-
ments outlined by the programs 
of the Eastern Orthodox Com-
mittee on Scouting (EOCS).  
EOCS was formed in 1960 and 
is a nationally recognized Pan-
Orthodox organization under 
the Assembly of Bishops whose 
goal is to encourage Orthodox 

Christians in North America to 
participate in scouting because 
of its shared values with the 
Orthodox Faith.   “As a program 
devised especially for the for-
mative years of our Orthodox 
youth, Scouting encourages a 
better Christian life; it aids in 
building character and devel-
oping wholesome habits and 
effective citizenship activities. 
The Scout motto ‘Be Prepared’ 
implies not only physical and 
mental but also spiritual, moral 
preparedness.” (www.eocs.org) 

The twelfth and fi nal point of 

the Boy Scout Law is “A scout is 
reverent.  He is reverent toward 
God. He is faithful in his reli-
gious duties, and respects the 
convictions of others in mat-
ters of custom and religion.”  
Scouting’s Religious Emblems 
Awards Programs provide an 
opportunity for scouts to earn 
a religious emblem for their 

uniform pertaining to their 
faith.  For Orthodox Christians, 
EOCS offers specifi c programs 
of study and service for differ-
ent age groups that are done 
in the parish together with the 
parents and the parish priest:

• St. George Award – For 
scouts in Grades 1, 2, and 3:  
Presented to Jacob Doucette, 
Maia Popa, and Joachim Chin.

• Chi Ro Award – For scouts 
in Grades 4 and 5:  Presented 
to Easton Bourell, Gabrielle 
Popa, and Tobias Chin.

• Alpha Omega Award – For 
scouts in Grades 6-12:  Pre-
sented to Thomas and Anthony 
Marge.

• Prophet Elias Award – For 
adults who have served as 
fully trained scout leaders and 
worked with and encouraged 
the Orthodox scouts of their 
parish for a minimum of eight 
years:  Presented to Charlie 
Marge.

In addition to receiving their 
religious emblems, the scouts 
of the parish also participated 
in liturgical service on Scout 
Sunday, including reading the 
epistle, holding the commu-
nion cloths and bread, and car-
rying candles and icons in the 
procession.

For more information about 
the Orthodox Religious Awards, 
visit www.eocs.org. 

Bishop JOHN and Fr. 
Antony Hughes with the 
scouts and scout leaders

CAMP? 

    W o r s h i p  
F r i e n d s h i p s   

f o r  a   
l i f e t i m e  

M e m o r i e s  
f o r  a   

l i f e t i m e  

R o p e s  C o u r s e  

F u n !  

Antiochian Village 
www.avcamp.org 

B e s t   
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w e e k s   
o f   

s u m m e r !  

A r t s  &  
C r a f t s  

H A V E  Y O U   
R E G I S T E R E D  F O R  

Summer Camp 2014 

Phone:  
724 238 9565 
Email: 
campoffice@antiochianvillage.org 

T o  R e g i s t e r :   
V i s i t  

w w w . a v c a m p . o r g  

H o r s e b a c k  
R i d i n g  

�e parish of St. John Chrysostom invites you to attend the

68th Diocese of Toledo & the Midwest

2014 Parish Life Conference
June 25-29, 2014 in Fort Wayne, Indiana

     His Grace Bishop ANTHONY presiding

Grand Wayne Convention Center & Hilton Downtown Fort Wayne
Special rate of $119/night - use code MID when booking

or call hotel directly at 260-420-1100

To preregister visit our website at
www.midwestPLC2014.com

Proudly Hosts 

The 61st Annual Parish Life Conference 
Diocese of Ottawa, Eastern Canada & Upstate New York 

Saint Elias Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church
of Syracuse, New York

His Grace Bishop ALEXANDER Presiding 
Bishop of Ottawa, Eastern Canada and Upstate New York

Thursday, July 3rd – Sunday, July 6th 2014 
      Sheraton Syracuse University Hotel & Conference Center
For more information: www.sainteliasny.com/plc or email us at: steliasnyplc@gmail.com 

Come to Syracuse, the geographic center of New York State with plenty of restaurants & great shopping 
at Destiny USA, the 6th largest shopping center in the country at 2.4 million square feet.

th th
 June 11 -14

www.PLCSAT2014.com

 - First PLC Ever in SAN ANTONIO
 - Fast FREE Week after Pentecost
 - Family Friendly Events
 - Lighters Conference Schedule
 - On the Famous RIVERWALK
 - Lower Vendor Table Pricing

 - Main Floor HOSPITALITY Suite
 - Group Rate Available 3days 
Before/After the Conference !!!
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Diocese of Worcester and New England 
Parish Life Conference 

June 19-22, 2014 
Join us in 

Beautiful and Historic Plymouth, MA 
at the 

Radisson Plymouth Harbor Inn 
$139.00/night

Hosted by  

St. George Church of Boston 
V. Rev. Timothy Ferguson, Host Pastor 
Dr. Hani Al-Dayaa, PLC Chairperson  

   Conference theme: 

St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church 
in San Francisco

Is honored to host the 
2014 Parish Life Conference

For the Diocese of Los Angeles and the West

Wednesday, July 2 – Sunday, July 6, 2014

At the Hyatt Burlingame
1333 Bayshore Highway, Burlingame, CA 940110 - 650-347-1234

Hotel group room rate of $125 available 3 days prior to the conference and 3 days after

For more information, including making your Hotel Reservations and Online Registration,
Event Tickets, or purchasing a Souvenir Journal Entry,

go to www.LAPLC.org
or email us 2014plcsf@gmail.com.

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Women of 
North America 

Project 2013-2014 

Help the Orphans of 
War in Syria 

“For I was hungry and you gave  
Me food; I was thirsty, and you gave 

Me drink.” (Matthew 25:35) 

Our	Goal:	$200,000!	
A Sisterhood Serving Christ Through Serving Others 

Events Include: 
Fireworks/Bonfire            Hufli Museum Tour

Flight 93 Memorial Tour   Horseback Riding 

Local Attractions:
Idlewild Park and Soak Zone         Fort Ligonier
Champion Lakes Golf Course        Fallingwater

On-Line Registration available until June 25, 2014
www.saintgeorgeorthodox.org/plc/

St. George Antiochian Orthodox
Church in New Kensington, PA will
be hosting the Parish Life Conference
for the Dioceses of New York/Washington
and Charleston, Oakland and the Mid-Atlantic for the 
first time at the Antiochian Village Conference and 
Retreat Center in Bolivar, PA. 

HISTORIC EVENT
July 2 – 6, 2014 
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Chairwoman Mary Winstanley-O’Connor andGoverning Council of the Order of St. Ignatius 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
 
Please accept my humble and heartfelt thanks for the generous gift of $25,000 from the 

Order of St. Ignatius to support the ongoing humanitarian work of International Orthodox 

Christian Charities (IOCC).  As chairman of the Board of Directors for IOCC, I witness 

every day the impact your support is making in restoring dignity and hope into the lives of 

those in need.  When you give to IOCC, your generosity is felt around the world:  in Syria, 

where IOCC is providing families displaced by civil war with shelter, food, medical care, and 

education support; and in Jordan and Lebanon, where IOCC is delivering lifesaving healthcare 

to Syrian refugee mothers, and providing refugee children and underprivileged children in the 

host countries with nutrition and education support to help them grow and thrive. 
 
Since 2012, nearly one million displaced Syrian people and those living as refugees in Jordan, 

Lebanon, Iraq and Armenia have received humanitarian assistance from IOCC.  It is the com-

passion of supporters like the Order of St. Ignatius that makes this possible, restoring hope 

in the hearts of those who have nothing left but their faith.  I am proud to say that I have 

been a long-time member of the Order of St. Ignatius, as my parents were before me.  Please 

be assured that your gift is making a difference and that by extending your loving hand, you honor 

St. Ignatius’ memory by demonstrating the unity of selfless love in Christ with each other.

 
Yours in Christ, 
Michael S. “Mickey” Homsey


