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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy:

PENTECOST AND  THE HOLY SPIRIT
A PROMISED FIRST-FRUIT OF OUR FATHER 

After being baptized, Jesus emerges from the dark waters, with the
heavens being opened unto Him. It was here He saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove, to rest upon Him. “Suddenly a voice
came from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased." (Matt 3:17)  “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into
the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. (Matt 4:1).

From John 7:39, we read, “But this He spoke, concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in

Him would  be receiving. For the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was yet glorified.

Then John 14:26 tells us, "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name,

He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all the things I said to you.

John 15:26 further explains:  "But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father,

the Spirit of Truth, Who proceeds from the Father, will testify of Me.   John 16:7, makes this point

very clear, leaving no doubt,"Nevertheless I tell you the Truth.  It is to your advantage I go away; for

if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you, Yet if I depart, I will send Him to you.”

Such is a profound promise of His Incarnation, the very gift of the Holy Spirit being sealed within us,

now and forever – as a first-fruit – being endued with power from on high. Power which can raise the

dead as well as heal the sick. (Luke 24:49).  Thus Pentecost reveals to us the power and  glory of the

Holy Spirit and His importance to us and His Church. For He is equal in power, authority, and self-

determination, as the Father, with Whom He shares the same will, essence and energy.
  

What does this mean to us? As His newly adopted children, based in His One Blood of eternal life, we

may freely grow in better knowing Him as Jesus, with the freedom to  grasp why He is called the

Christ. And all this under the watchful care of the Comforter.  Why important? So one day we may

hear, “'Well done, good and faithful servant”. ...“inherit the kingdom prepared for you.” (Mat: 23,34)

The Two arms of the Father are now known to us.  Both are with us, always and everywhere. Both call

us to love our neighbor, as He first loves us – one imitating the love of the Father to His Son. Such

is the hope and relational Promise of His Incarnation found within Pentecost, one of its first-fruits. 

In Christ, Jesus – the I AM 
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- W e Don’t Often Ask-
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