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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

Please remember our prisoner-student – Let them know we care. (Mat. 25:34-40)

THE FAITHFUL  BRIDE OF JESUS –  

QUEEN ESTHER - BOUNDLESS IN HIS GRACE

In honor of the many wonderful women living the gift of His boundless grace.

Summer is often a good time to read and again consider The Orthodox Study Bible - Septuagint Old
Testament.   May we offer the Book of Esther, (p. 596).  The life of Esther is an inspiring reminder
of the critical importance and absolute significance of the faithful women of Scripture.  Without such
magnificent women, and the healing gift of His grace, the faith – once held sacred by the Virgin Temple
(Book of Amos) –may have been permanently lost to the folly of man.

Esther was a young girl among the many Jews exiled from Judah under the reign of Nebuchadnezzar,
King of Babylon.   She had been raised as a proper young Jewish lady by her uncle, Mordecai. 

During this time, she lived in obedience to King Artaxerxes, a ruler of a great territory of land.
After becoming Queen, there was an imminent threat against the life of every Jews throughout this
region. And when the threat was know to her, she put her love of the Lord and the Jews first. 

What was Esther’s response? 

She took off her garments of royal glory and clothed herself in the garments of distress and mourning.
Instead of the perfumes of self-importance, she covered her head with ashes and dung.  She humbled
her body exceedingly.  Each strand of her hair the world rejoiced in, she tangled like a wreath.  Here
is a very brief segment of her prayer to her Lord and Ruler over all.

Your servant has not eaten at Haman's table, nor honored the king's royal banquets, nor drunk

the wine of libations.  And your servant has not been joyful from the day of her elevation, except

in you, lord, God of Abraham. God who is mighty over all, hear the voice of the desperate,

deliver us from the hand of the evildoers, and free me from my fear."

Sincerely  

Paul Goetz

To further whet your appetite, 
this month’s Booklet concerns Queen Esther -

Bride of Her Lord, Boundless In Grace . 
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