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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy:

“For he who loves another, 
fulfils the Law.”  Romans 13: 8 – 13

Book of Romans points to a new Law – the Law of love and Spirit of Grace.  One not based on works

of merit, nor obedience for the sake of obedience. Instead one of relational love – compassionate,

forgiving, and gentle.  It is core to our one true faith in Jesus and His being our Christ, the Son of the

living God, His Father.  It speaks to a far better way of loving our neighbor – even those who hate or

despise us.  It is a love that calls us to love one another as Jesus first loves us and the Father loves Him.

St Paul brings this point home loud and clear. For even this greatest of commandments, to love God,

will not become a reality in a church, unless we love our neighbor with the same intensity we love God.

This Law of Love and Spirit of Grace, offers us a new promise that mankind of the Old Testament was

yet ready or prepared to receive.  It is the gift of reconciliation through the fulness of His Incarnation;

of our being washed, cleansed and healed in the waters of Baptism; of our receiving the gift of the Holy

Spirit; of His universal forgiveness for all mankind; and of our return to the Garden of Paradise promised

Adam and Even, and re-opened to the Repentant Thief.  Yet even more, the promise of eternal life.

What great joy to know our relationship with the Lord is being restored, renewed, and redeemed. That

no longer are we victims of the fear of death or persecutions of hatred.  In this, let us give thanks, praise,

and worship to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and their boundless love for each and all.

Quoting St. John Chrysostom: This is why He endowed our nature with love, so that in our exercise and

growth therein, we might mature in His love – turning to Him, and away from evil, while doing good

things for our  neighbor.  “Let us then love one another, since in this way we shall also love God, who

loves us". Why important? Because the spirit of love has two virtues: abstinence from evil and deeds of

loving kindness. 

Our work continues and we are thankful for your prayers and financial help.

Sincerely – Paul Goetz

St. Athanasius Academy 
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