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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

LIFE  ANEW  IN  THE  W ATERS  OF  HIS  BAPTISM  

H IS  N ATIVITY -  H IS  BAPTISM  –  H IS  CRO SS

Founded upon the wealth of the Old Testament, the ancient Church provides

a year-round liturgical opportunity to participate in the remembrance of our

Lord and His boundless Grace. One of these is His Nativity, anticipated weeks

in advance through fasting and prayerful preparation. Then after the

celebration of His birth on December 25th, there are twelve days of special

commemorations. This in turn, is followed by the commemoration and

celebration of the ancient Feast of the Lord’s Baptism. It is here the Word of

God Incarnate, Jesus our Christ, is revealed to be the divine Son of the

eternal Father and promised Messiah, clothed in flesh.

Sadly, the Feast of His Baptism is becoming more and more overlooked in

the commercialized secular world of today. As a result, the ancient hymns of

the Church often seem drowned out by the raucous blare of Madison Avenue

and celebrations of the New Year. These worldly seductions can entice one

to seek the glitter of this world first, participating in its vain folly.  Let us be

vigilant, not turning away from the Lord and His Covenant, favoring the empty

cares of the world.

For early Christians, the Nativity Feast and the Lord’s Baptism by John in the

River Jordan, were deeply embedded in the concept of the Lord and creator

of all, working intimately with His people. Interestingly, the Feast of His

Baptism, and all it revealed, was given higher honor than the Feast of His

Nativity, our Christmas. 

Why so?
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Why? Because centering on the Baptism of Christ Jesus, brings us three

steps beyond what is shown in His Birth. First, we are brought face-to-face

with the public revelation of who Jesus is and why He is called the Christ.

Second, being the Child and the Emmanuel, our Lord shows Himself to be

fully God, fully man, and  Son of God and son of man. Third, One member of

the Holy Trinity, Jesus our Christ, works with each of us, within His Creation.

How through Him and His Spirit, the eyes and ears of each person, receives

the message of the mystery of  mysteries  – our One True God, the I AM,

becoming Incarnate.

Let us remember, His Nativity begins the Good News of His New Covenant

while His Baptism reveals Jesus Christ to be the I AM – YHWH and Word of

God Incarnate. For He is the eternal Son of His eternal Father and Creator of

all. And in the fulness of the Trinity, He became manifest in the flesh,

showing us the abiding love of a Father to His Son. Even more, on His

Cross, when His spilled blood mixed with the life-giving waters of the Holy

Spirit, the Old Covenant ended and the promise of life anew, was offered.

Such is the beauty He endows within each of us, for each person is made in

His Image and of His Likeness.

May we remain steadfast in the eternal Promise of the waters of His Baptism.

Sincerely – Paul

Please remember our prisoner-students in your prayers.  We are changing hearts as our

students begin to experience and interact with His transformative love.  This Light of hope and

promise, is leading our students to repentance, to a turning to the Lord and seeking His

Forgiveness.  They desire to put Him first in their life, to imitate His ways of  compassion.  They

are coming alive to the Lord, seeking to grow and mature in their Creator and Savior, Jesus, our

Christ.  This mission works because of you and cannot work without you.

http://www.antiochian.org/academy

