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“LUKE’S LIST: THE BIG 4- ACTS 2:42, PART 4” 

 Today we’ll look at the last one, #4- “prayers.” They were devoted to “prayers.” And not 
just prayer in general. So it’s very specific prayers St. Luke is referring to- the prayers of 
their worship services when they worshipped God together. When they came to worship, 
they devoted themselves heart and soul to the prayers they prayed together.  

Being devoted to the prayers means to pay attention to them, to actually pray them. 
Several times in the liturgy, the deacons cry out to us, “Let us attend!” That is a 
commandment from God through the voice of the deacon telling us what to do in church- 
pay attention! For we should not come here to rest and relax. The word “liturgy” means 
“the work of the people.” So we come here to work, not to kick back.  

So... you should attentively sing the hymns and pray the prayers that are for the laypeople 
to sing and pray. The prayers that are for the priest to pray? Follow along silently, paying 
attention to the meaning.  

It is important to note that just “mouthing” the words of the hymns and prayers is not the 
goal! To sing the hymns and pray the prayers while our minds are somewhere else, to just 
rattle them off, is not good. This is an admonition for both laypeople and clergy. Whether 
you are “out there” in the pews or “in here” at the altar, we all need to strive to actually 
and consciously pray what we are saying.  

Be like those first Christians in that first Orthodox parish in Jerusalem 2000 years ago. 
“Devote” yourself to the prayers.  

To conclude this 4-week look at that one Bible verse, Acts 2:42- why was that first 
Christian parish so powerful and so pleasing to God? St. Luke tells us in that verse--- 
“And they continued steadfastly in (#1) the apostles’ doctrine and (#2) fellowship, in (#3) 
the breaking of bread, and in (#4) prayers.”  

Now may we more fully devote ourselves and our church to each one of those four.  

And God will bless us. 	


