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“LUKE’S LIST: THE BIG 4- ACTS 2:42, PART 2” 

Today we will go on to #2 of the Big 4: “Fellowship.” Let me re-read the first part of that 

verse to give the context- “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 

fellowship...”  

The Greek word here translated as “fellowship” is “koinonia.” Koinonia means a deeper 

type of fellowship than we sometimes mean by the English word. It’s not just chit-

chatting over a cup of coffee (although that’s a good part of koinonia or fellowship). 

Koinonia/fellowship means something deeper- it means a congregation being a family. 

Not a business, not a club, not a “religious organization”- but a family. A local 

manifestation of the bigger family of God- God’s Church. Being a parish family, not just 

an organization, and having true fellowship means such things as sorrowing with each 

other, helping each other, actually caring about each other.  

Here are some ways we can focus on fellowship, on being a family: Keep reminding 
ourselves that a church is not a business, not a club, not a “religious association.” A 
church is a family of God’s people. 

Another way to focus on true fellowship: to thank God that we have been blessed as a 
parish to be made up of people of so many different backgrounds: different religious 
backgrounds, different nationalities, different “social status.” And we all get along just 
fine- such joy! This helps us to remember what is most important. Our ethnic 
backgrounds are important and good, but what is most important is that we are all 
together part of one spiritual nation, one fellowship, one family- the Church of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. That is real fellowship!  

So we need to always strive to deepen our fellowship by loving each other, no matter 
where each of us comes from or where our ancestors came from. Our fellowship will 
continue to deepen and grow if we always remind ourselves- that person in the next pew? 
It doesn’t matter what nationality he is or what his background is. He is your brother in 
Christ! 	


