
2016 REGIONAL PAN-ORTHODOX EDUCATION CONFERENCE 
SEPTEMBER 23-24, 2016  

 OTTAWA, ONTARIO • ST. ELIAS CATHEDRAL 
“CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: FORMING THE WHOLE PERSON” 

MATUSHKA JENNY MOSHER 
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
Keynote: Christian Education: Forming the Whole Person 
Christian life is not static; whatever our age, we should be growing, deepening our knowledge and love of God and our 
capacity for Christ-likeness. Christian education should feed that growth—for both students and teachers—and yet so often is 
an exercise we pass through unchanged (or even worse, discouraged). What are we missing? In this talk, we'll lay aside 
curriculum and programming to consider the true heart of Christian education: teaching as a spiritual gift to the Church, 
learning as a life-long spiritual discipline and how together they help form us into mature Christian persons. 
 
THEME COURSES 
Principles of Orthodox Religious Education – How Should We Be Different? Is Orthodox religious education just 
like non-Orthodox religious education, except with liturgy, monastics, patristics, icons, and other traditions stirred in? Yes 
and no. In this workshop, we'll build on the keynote by thinking critically about how not just the content, but the goals, 
perspectives, and means of Orthodox education are distinctive and how we might translate those distinctions into educational 
programming. 
 
The Creative Church School Creative engagement is a powerful educational tool too often traded for simpler, more 
superficial activities. In this workshop, we'll break down creative engagement so we understand how it works and why it is 
valuable; then we'll practice building up lessons and activities that effectively embody different kinds of creative 
engagement for varying age groups. 
 
Engaging Parents Decades of research have proven parents—not Christian education programs—are the most powerful 
influence on children's spiritual development. This workshop will explore effective ways church schools can support and 
encourage parents in their spiritual responsibilities, in a world where there is so little time and attention to go around.  

CHURCH SCHOOL DIRECTOR TRACK 
Introduction To Church School Ministry This course introduces the Church School Director Manual designed by 
experienced directors to facilitate the management of church schools. The course is instructive as well as a platform for 
sharing. 
 
 Build Your Staff, Build Your Students  This course will cover positive techniques for recruiting qualified teachers and 
staff as well as boosting enrollment and attendance in church school programs. 
 
Curriculum & Resources for the CSD   Participants will receive information on grade-level standards and review 
resources that should be in the church school library. Online resources will also be presented. 

TEACHER TRAINING I TRACK 
Overview of Orthodoxy   This course provides a foundation in Orthodox doctrine so the teacher may, in turn, properly 
instruct the students in the basic tenets of our faith. 
 
Introduction to Teaching Effective teaching is a combination of planning and management. Topics include: how to write a 
measurable objective, five components of a lesson plan with ideas for the presentation of each, and how to manage a positive 
productive classroom. 
 
Curriculum and Resources An overview of “best resources” will be provided. Websites valuable for Orthodox education 
will be explored. 
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