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• Since 1988, the Archdiocese has founded about 120 new Eastern Rite missions throughout the United States and 
Canada, of which 62 have grown to full parishes.  We are exploring possible mission starts in over a dozen 
additional cities.

• Department priests have taught on mission development and apologetics at multiple venues, both Orthodox and 
non-Orthodox.  Howard Lange has responded to numerous inquiries about Orthodoxy from non-Orthodox clergy 
and laity by answering questions about the Faith and referring inquirers to Department priests and nearby parishes.

• Howard Lange has revised and enhanced the Orthodox Conference on Missions and Evangelism.  The focus is 
on personal and parish evangelism training with a core curriculum.  In cooperation with local Orthodox parishes of 
all jurisdictions the Conference will be presented in multiple cities throughout North America, making the event 
more accessible to Orthodox and non-Orthodox attendees.  Our October 2010 Conference in Grand Rapids, MI, 
drew almost 150 participants, far exceeding previous Conference attendance records.

• Fr. Michael Keiser has written an outstanding book on Orthodox evangelism, Spread the Word: Reclaiming the 
Apostolic Tradition of Evangelism (Conciliar Press).

• Fr. John Finley has developed a 9-week introductory Byzantine chant course especially for use with missions.

• Fr. James Mackoul volunteers his time to start new missions primarily in the Midwest.

• Fr. Peter Gillquist and Howard Lange developed a mission planting strategy identifying key cities for new 
missions in the Midwest and Mid-Atlantic dioceses.  We plan to develop similar strategies with the bishops of all 
Antiochian dioceses.

• Fr. John Finley and Howard Lange have been enhancing the Department's Internet presence through 
www.antiochian.org/missions and www.gettoknowtheoriginal.net.  We are exploring ways to tap into Internet social 
media for communication, education and evangelism.

• This spring Howard Lange created the “Orthodox Elevator Speech Contest” to help Orthodox Christians tell 
someone what the Orthodox Church is in just a few seconds.  The winner will be announced at this Convention.

• In 2009 the Department attempted a new model for mission planting.  We raised funds to pay the relocation costs 
and first four months salary for a priest and his family to start a mission in Evansville, IN (metropolitan population 
300,000) – until then the largest city in America with no Orthodox Church.  Fr. Daniel Hackney devotes his full 
time to building up the mission, which in 18 months has grown to 26 households – with three parishioners enrolled 
in the St. Stephen's Course!

• We are grateful to God for the opportunity to serve Christ and His Church in our efforts to help bring America to 
the Orthodox Christian Faith.  We also are thankful for the vision and courage with which God has blessed His 
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP to oversee this ministry.  We thank the men and women of the Order of St. 
Ignatius of Antioch, without whose generous support the work of this Department would not be possible.




