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IN CELEBRATION OF THE JOY OF HIS NATIVITY

Please remember our prisoner-students this Christmas.

They struggle with us – as we work closely with them – to achieve our mission of reaching

out to prisoners, everywhere and of any faith. We pray the Light of the Lord – His Grace

and Truth – continues to shine through our study program.  But we need your help.

Please consider a special donation as gift of hope, for our prisoner students. Let us share

the spirit of His Nativity and the joy of Christmas giving with them, in the name of the

Lord. Such kindness is a first fruit of fasting (Isaiah 58, Mat. 25:34-40).

Let us rejoice together and celebrate the divine One Who is the Image and

Wisdom of the Father. His name is Jesus and He is the Anointed One. He

became Incarnate, to dwell in our midst and bring the healing grace of His

radiant Light of Transfiguration, to those seeking His presence in their lives. 

Yet why necessary? Because His children had lost remembrance of Him, turning

away from His divine covenant. Instead they sought false gods and covenants of

death, based in the darkness of deception, ignorance, and empty promises.  St.

Paul continues to  warns us, as did Jesus our Christ. 

And much like our prisoner-students, their lives became one of self-destruction. In

turning away from their Lord in favor of false gods, gangs, and self-serving ways,

the sense of a Father and his love was lost. They had become lost to a state of

hopelessness and despondency - a great fear of never knowing their Lord again. 

Yet as Son of God, our Lord fulfilled His promise to never forsake, forget or

abandon us – not to the darkness of false teachings or death. Moreover, as Son of

Man, our Lord offers us the opportunity to be restored, renewed, and redeemed in

our relationship with Him. Thus His Nativity begins His New Covenant with us –

of our relational reconciliation and return to Paradise, with Him.
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Thankfully, the time had come for the Lord to act, to fulfill the Old Testament
prophecies and make known His unfathomable compassion.  May the Light of
His Nativity guide us and help us bring this Great Light of Hope and Promise,
to our prisoner students. Your help is invaluable and we are most thankful.
  

Let's hear the words of St. John Chrysostom regarding the beauty of His Nativity. 

“What shall I say? How shall I describe this Birth to you? For this

wonder fills me with astonishment. The Ancient of Days has become
an infant. He Who sits upon the sublime Throne, now lies in a

manger. And He Who cannot be touched, Who is simple, without
complexity, and incorporeal, now lies subject to the hands of men.

He Who has broken the bonds of sin, is now bound by an infant’s
bands. But He has decreed that ignominy shall become honor,

infamy be clothed with glory, and total humiliation the measure of

His Goodness.” 

May we remain steadfast in the Peace and Promise of His Nativity, as we joyously
celebrate this feast of gift-giving, while sharing in His glory.

Sincerely – Paul

St. Athanasius Academy

P.S. The Academy’s The Orthodox Study-Septuagint Old and New Testament,

makes a wonderful gift.  It reflects the one Bible of the Orthodox Church for over

2000 years, in readable English, with clarifying study notes. 

There is nothing quite like it.   
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