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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy: 

UPON THE HIGH AND SPIRITUAL THRONES

Upon the high and spiritual thrones,

Our God has cared for all his own,

And now on earth prepares a throne,

Designed to be His very own.

He Who in wisdom heaven made,

On earth a living heaven made,

Because He loves our lowly race,

And comes to us in love and grace.

So from a barren stem He brings

His Mother forth, as heaven sings,

A branch that Life on earth will bear,

And hope for all the people there.

O God of wonders, God of care,

And Hope of all the hopeless here,

We sing out, "Glory, Lord, to You,

Who bring us hope and life anew."

A
s I write, we approach a day most familiar - CHRISTMAS.  And yet, if we meditate upon the

meaning of the wondrous joy welling up inside, we also find a sense of unanswered

mystery.  As we anticipate the coming celebration of the birth of our Lord God and

Savior, it is hard not to wonder how we can adequately celebrate His birth. 
 

It is strange and beyond comprehension.  Yet, real and very physical.  He, the Pantocrator, choose

to be born to a family of little honor, unbeknown and no wealth, with an earthly step-father. Yet,

it is the beginning of His Promised Incarnation - the anticipated age of the ages. This babe in the

manger is the very power of the Promise of our renewed beginning – a redeeming of our lost

relationship with Him and a reopening of Paradise to those made in His likeness and image. 

In His Promise to man, He took our human nature to His Divine Person, so in return, we may enter

into His Promise as adopted sons and daughters. A great Hope that begins in His being born into

the darkest of days and nights, with a Light to lighten the darkened faith of this fallen world.  We

soon find His gift of faith in the words of John the Baptist, calling us to repent, be baptized, and

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  How wonderful is our God and most marvelous His Peace. 

Let us also remember her, who is the very Mother of our Hope – Mary, the Theotokos.  She, who

in devotion to Him and being carefully prepared, risked her own death by accepting her role to

become His mother, without a husband.  

Many of our Nativity hymns give insight into to her origin, her calling, and her mission as a servant

of God and His people.  Sing these words in great joy and love, for it is here the angels will sing and

the lowly shepherds will revel in the Light of Nativity.  The Son of God became the Son of man, so

man – both men and women – have opportunity to become sons and daughters of God.  
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Please remember the Academy when 
making your Christmas gifts to worthy causes.

Our calling is your calling – 

Reaching out with His Grace and Truth, 
to all North America, including prisoners. 

Written here are but a few details of the Word and Son of God, coming to earth for our sakes.

They offer but a small reminder of who we are and to Whom we belong.

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The promise of His coming birth was revealed throughout all the ages.  It was

not hidden, and the SEPTUAGINT OLD TESTAMENT spoke of His coming, time

and time again. The Septuagint never tried to deny or shade His promised

Incarnation, or His proper place in the Old Testament, as the pre-incarnate

Son of the Father.  The OSB-Septuagint Old and New Testament is a

wonderful gift and represents the Bible of our Church. With this, we wish to thank our father and

beloved Metropolitan PHILIP, and also our Bishop JOSEPH, who, as pictured,  during a recent visit

to our Patriarchate, offered The Orthodox Study Bible: Septuagint Old and New Testament to His

Grace, Patriarch IGNATIUS IV of Antioch. 

Your brother and servant in Christ,

Paul

For St.Athanasius Academy

P.S. Please pray for my wonderful wife Anastasia, who recently required immediate surgery.

Her healing is slow, but thanks be to God, her progress is steady and the pain subsides

more each day. 


