
 

 

  

 

 Saturday, March 22, 2014 

                                                                                                       No: 41/13-14 

 

Very Esteemed Hierarchs, Clergy, and Beloved Faithful  

of the Archdiocese of New York and All North America 

 

Christ is Risen! 

 

It is with great sadness and much grief that the Faculty, students, and staff of the 

St. John of Damascus Institute of Theology at Balamand received the news of the 

repose in the Lord of His Eminence Metropolitan Philip of Thrice Blessed Memory. 

Metropolitan Philip was a remarkable preacher of Christ in the New World. He was 

the voice of Orthodoxy in North America. He made the Good News known to all, 

after being a well-kept secret for many generations. Orthodoxy flourished in 

America because of Metropolitan Philip's tireless labor and perseverance in 

shepherding the faithful and in opening the way for the American people to know 

about the Orthodox Faith. Being well rooted in the Antiochian Heritage, His 

Eminence used his many talents in the service of the ministry of reconciliation. His 

theology was incarnational, practical, and looking at the spiritual and financial 

needs of every human being, not only in his Archdiocese, but also caring for all 

those in need, all the "poor" in this world. Pastorally, Archbishop Philip has sought 

to implement a dynamic form of pastoral cooperation within the one parish, and 

among the parishes in the Archdiocese. He wrote back in 1994 that since his 

consecration to the Holy Episcopate in 1966, he has been preaching this simple, but 

very Orthodox theology: “The Church is not the bishop alone, or the priest alone, or 

the laity alone. The Church is the bishop, the priests and the laity working 

together.” For “we are laborers together with God.” As St. Paul puts it (I Cor. 3:9). 

Thus the participation and cooperation among the members of the North American 

Archdiocese became vibrant, like a body fully alive and active, having as a goal 

living the life of holiness in Christ Jesus.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

As members of the Balamand family, we cannot but appreciate Sayedna Philip. We 

cannot but be grateful to Him and faithful to living His legacy of Antiochian 

Orthodoxy in modern times. Balamand, the alma mater of His Eminence, is a place 

that he intimately cherished, and a school that was very dear to his heart. 

Throughout his 48 years of Episcopal work, he was never late in providing a full 

support for the success and blossoming of the St. John of Damascus Institute of 

Theology. He believed Balamand is a fertile land, where the leaders of Antioch are 

educated and formed, and it is his main duty to share in the preparation of these 

leaders by supporting the school to "equip his people for works of service, so that 

the body of Christ may be built up" (Eph. 4:12). 

Indeed His Eminence Metropolitan Philip hears today the words of the Lord in 

Matthew 25:23: "Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over 

a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy 

lord." Being an ardent faithful of Orthodoxy and teacher of the Way, Metropolitan 

Philip rests in peace, after consecrating with much commitment and dedication his 

life as a sacrifice to the Church. Thus, in this time of preparation for the Holy 

Resurrection of Christ, our grief for loosing our Father and Metropolitan Philip 

turns into a 'joy-creating sorrow,' as St. John Climacus writes.  

In the name of the Balamand Faculty, students, and staff, I would like to send our 

deepest sympathies, heartfelt condolences, and Christian love to Your Eminence, to 

all the Bishops, clergy and faithful of the God-protected Antiochian Christian 

Archdiocese of North America, praying to the Lord of Hosts to keep you and 

comfort you with the paschal joy. 

 

Fr. Porphyrios Georgi 
Dean  


