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Your Eminence Metropolitan Joseph, Your Graces, Rt. Rev. Frs., V. Rev. Frs., Rev. 
Frs., all Clergy, honorable Trustees of our God-protected Archdiocese, and all our 
brothers and sisters in Christ: 

The healing ministry in the Orthodox Church goes back to Christ Himself. St. Mark 
reports that Jesus considered Himself to be the physician to all of us: “Jesus hearing 
this, saith to them: They that are well have no need of a physician, but they that are 
sick. For I came not to call the just, but sinners.” (Mk 2: 17). Then we can attest to the 
various Gospel recordings of the many healings that Our Lord God and Savior Jesus 
Christ did to those in need of healing that He encountered. St. John Chrysostom, in his 
Divine Liturgy says of Christ “thou who art the physician and healer of our souls and 
bodies. The healing power of Jesus was passed on to the Apostles and from them to 
the Church. St. Matthew tells us: “And having called his twelve disciples together, he 
gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of 
diseases, and all manner of infirmities.”  

Throughout history the healing power of the Church has been performed by Her Holy 
Mysteries, especially Holy Baptism, the Eucharist, Holy Confession and Unction and by 



various philanthropic institutions such as hospitals, homes for the poor and homeless.  
Often highly trained individuals, in the healing sciences and arts of their day were 
instrumental in this ministry. The service and work Antiochian Archdiocese of Chaplain 
and Pastoral Counseling is a continuation in contemporary 21st Century Society of this 
healing diaconia of the Church. Profound thanks are due to Sayedna Philip of Thrice-
Blessed Memory, who gave the initial blessing for this Department and its mission ten 
years ago and Sayedna Joseph for his continuing grace. 

Ten years ago, we could not see the full extent of the need for healing that now has 
become apparent on all levels of society. Not only are individuals psychologically and 
spiritually fractured but societal institutions, which includes, educational, governmental, 
healthcare, radical movements and even religious communities are  seriously diseased.   
There is much healing work to be done. 

The work of the Department has focused on several healing ministries. The regular 
Department Facebook page which was nearing the limit of 5000 ‘friends’ was changed 
to a non-profit page with no limits.  The articles on healing which can now be read by 
anyone globally. These posts are now designated as ‘likes’ and in fact are ‘liked’ by 
thousands of individuals and institutions worldwide.  The posts have prompted a great 
number of e-mail questions and requests for counseling or information that are 
responded too.   This has also lead to numerous requests for teleconferences on a 
variety of psycho-spiritual problem topics. 

Various Orthodox websites have also been instrumental in promoting the healing 
diaconia of the Department. One of them Orthodoxy Today (www.orthodoxytoday.org) 
has played a pivotal role, in the dissemination of the biblio-spiritual-therapeutic material. 
Fr. Hans Jacobse, Pastor of St. Peter’s Antiochian Orthodox Mission, in Ft. Meyers FL, 
an invaluable Department Staff Member, oversees both the Facebook and the 
Orthodoxy Today postings.  

The Department also maintains a broadcast on with Ancient Faith Radio (AFR), which is 
overseen by John Maddox and assisted by Bobby Maddox. Quite appropriately this 
program is entitled “Healing.” Thanks go out to John, Bobby and the staff of AFR for this 
outreach.  The work of the Department is also made available to anyone opening the 
Antiochian Archdiocese webpage which is under the auspices of the Antiochian 
Department of Internet Ministry  chaired by Doug Cramer, Co-chaired by Andrew 
Frishman and Ginny Nieuwsma. Close Department collaboration is maintained with 
Andrew, a God-blessed, skilled and dedicated colleague. 

It is well known that the preponderance of secular mental health practitioners (i.e. 
psychiatrists, psychologists, marriage-family therapists and counselors) do not have a 
favorable view of religion, Christianity and surely orthodox Christianity in particular. 



Thus when the opportunity became available to write a chapter in a book that was 
published by the American Psychological Association in May 2014 Handbook of 
Psychotherapy and Religious Diversity it was immediately accepted. The chapter is 
entitled “Psychotherapy with Members of Eastern Orthodox Churches.” It is specifically 
oriented to explain Orthodoxy to mental health practitioners, and serve as a useful 
resource for Orthodox Clergy and laity as well. Ethically, mental health practitioners are 
obligated to incorporate the spiritual values of their patients in the therapeutic process. 
The 50 page chapter serves as an introduction of the Eastern Orthodox ethos and 
cultural traditions to these professionals. Currently the chapter is being re-edited and 
updated for an online course that is being posted both on the Antiochian website and 
Orthodoxy Today.  

It should be known that the editor of any written material produced by the Department is 
a highly skilled and Christ-centered woman, Anne Petach. She not only serves as editor 
but is a consultant on various projects. God grant her many years. Future projects 
include applying the Christ’s Beatitudes to Healing and an Orthodox psych-spiritual 
perspective on various aspects of marriage and parenting. 

Respectfully submitted in the healing Christ’s name, Fr. George Morelli, Chairman. 


