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Luncheon Honoring 
His Eminence Cardinal Timothy Dolan 

Roman Catholic Archbishop of New York 
 

Monday, January 23, 2017 
Antiochian Christian Archdiocese Chancery 

 
Your Eminence Cardinal Dolan: 

 
Your Beatitude, Your Eminences, Your Graces, Esteemed Fathers, 
respected members of the Board of Trustees and guests: 
In the words of the Psalmist David, “Behold, how good and how pleasant is 
it for brethren to dwell together in unity!” 
 
Having celebrated the blessed feast of the Lord’s Nativity and Theophany, 
it is our pleasure to host you and we joyfully welcome you to the 
Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese. We have gathered today to pray, deepen 
our friendships and to explore opportunities for collaboration in common 
areas of interest. Having greeted each other at events before, today we 
gather with Cardinal Dolan in particular so allow me to greet him and 
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welcome you all. We pray that this New Year brings us and our flocks 
peace, holiness and prosperity. 
 
Representing the various Christian bodies who believe in one Lord, one 
Bible and one Holy Spirit and who have a solid and common foundation, 
I’m convinced that through the exchange of ideas and experiences, these 
gatherings can produce unique and positive results as a united body in 
Christ. 
 
In the United States we enjoy many freedoms but often find our faith and 
values under attack. 
(EXAMPLES: Abortion, Same-sex Marriage, Sanctity of life from the womb 
to the tomb, outreach to the poor, etc.) 
 
Moral liberalism and relativity, secularization and self-centeredness, greed 
and materialism are areas which beg our united struggle. As human 
beings, we understand that we were created in the image and likeness of 
God and that the very things I mentioned actually burden and enslave us 
to our passions and ultimately separate us from our Creator. 
 
When our united Christian moral voice is heard and our presence is felt, we 
can have a positive effect on society. Everyone needs the truth of the Gospel. 
Certainly, we are working individually but we can work collectively too. Let us 
be heard, become known and speak with one voice. The heartfelt prayers we 
offer through Divine Liturgy and Mass are beautiful and cannot be ignored. 
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However, the strength we gain from collective and individual prayers can be 
translated into actions. St. James reminds us, “Faith without works is dead”. 
 
The world is under attack not only in Paris, Egypt, Constantinople and Iraq 
but in our very own country. Where is the outcry of the united Christian 
voice? 
 
Syria, the country of St. Paul and of St. John of Damascus, of St. Annanias 
and the recent martyr Joseph of Damascus, of St. Raphael of Brooklyn who 
later established our holy church on these shores - that same Syria is under 
threat of losing her Christian identity and population due to an imposed 
war. 
 
In Syria, Christians and Muslims coexisted peacefully. Christian leaders 
such as Patriarch JOHN X and the Melkite Patriarch Gregory often 
exchanged visits with their Muslim counterparts on high Holy Days and vice 
versa. This is the Islam we knew before the war in Syria. Islam, with all its 
radical and uncivilized ideologies is said to be the fastest growing religion. 
Being born in Syria, I can attest to you that this is not an authentic 
representation of true Islam. 
 
With such close proximity to the United Nations and Washington, D.C., 
considered the seat of power throughout the world,     I believe we are 
obligated to be witnesses to the faith and I know that with a united voice, 
we can make a difference. 
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It is my sincere desire to establish a concrete dialogue and ongoing 
consultations about the Christian presence throughout the Middle East – 
Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan, Egypt, Palestine as well as Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Turkey and the Arab Gulf. Equally important, and not to be overlooked, is 
addressing moral issues here at home which affect the communities within 
our own country. 
 
(No foreign policy about this, let us do it) 
 
Our guest today, Cardinal Dolan, has already paved the way by organizing 
days of prayer in his cathedral for suffering Christians throughout the 
world. Having personally visited Syria, Jordan and Iraq, he witnessed the 
plight of refugees and the destruction of this unjust war. Imagine how 
much more we could accomplish before the nation and our government as 
one united Christian voice! 
 
God willing, I plan to continue in the footsteps of my predecessors to this 
Archdiocese in collaborating with many of you and continuing the 
necessary work which we have been ordained to accomplish. 
 
This luncheon is an expression of our love for you with the intention of 
renewing our friendships before God, the church and each other. If you 
agree with what you have heard here today, let us plan to visit the very 
places together where Christians have undergone hardships. In so doing, 
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we will bring them hope and sustain and ensure that the Christian 
presence in the Middle East will not disappear or be marginalized. Such a 
visit would be an effective tool in strengthening them while at the same 
time bringing much needed world-wide exposure to the challenges they are 
facing. To quote Patriarch JOHN X, “We don’t need special protection of 
Christian enclaves, we need peace.” 
 
Pope Francis who always remembers Syria in his prayers and speeches, 
just yesterday he mentioned that “the war in Syria should stop right away!” 
 
In closing, let us remember Our Lady, the Most Holy Theotokos and the 
countless saints who preached and suffered martyrdom in that part of the 
world. Most recently, as a result of the current war, we continue to pray for 
the two kidnapped bishops, Metropolitan Paul and Archbishop John of 
Aleppo whose whereabouts are still unknown. We remember those from 
the previous century and the time of the Armenian genocide and from the 
massacres in Damascus in the 19th century including St. Joseph of 
Damascus. 
 
I beg you dear brothers and I challenge myself, to do no less than you 
have already done in order to preserve Christianity in the place from where 
it began. 
 

To our honored guest, Cardinal Dolan, “Ahlan wa Sahlan”, welcome! 
Icon presentation.               

 +Metropolitan JOSEPH 


