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“…the Son of man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many”  (Matthew 20:28).

Biographical Information

Chris grew up in Detroit, Michigan, and graduated from Wayne State University in 1979 with a
BS in Biology. He attended St. Vladimir’s Seminary in Crestwood, NY from 1981 to 1984, and
graduated with a Master of Divinity degree. His priestly ministry included two years at St.
George Cathedral, Wichita, KS (pastoral assistant), St. George, Boston (1986-1995), St. George,
Toledo (1995-2001), and St. Mary, Wichita (2001-2004). He has three children, Nicholas,
Juliana, & Michael, two step-grandchildren, and one grandchild on the way.

During his 18 years as a priest, he served as Spiritual Advisor for the Teens and Adults in New
England, and the Adults in the Midwest.  He was also the Midwest Choir Director in the early
80’s, and has played the piano since he was 9 years old. He has composed music for the Divine
Liturgy and has arranged other liturgical hymns for various feasts and saints. Currently he works
full time as a Respiratory Therapist in Detroit, and chants, sings, and directs on occasion. He
served as Chairman of the Department of Sacred Music from February, 2006 until May, 2015,
and now takes care of the website and type-setting music for the department. He grew up in a
musical household, who’s father was a voice teacher and choir director, and wrote a book on
singing, and who’s mother still sings in the choir.

Music has always been a big part of his life, and he hopes to instill in many of our choir directors,
choir members, chanters, and all parishioners, the desire to sing with great zeal and joy in the
worship and praise of our God.
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Orthodox Composition Class
Christopher Holwey

1) Course Description:  To show my perspective on how I composed the Divine Liturgy and
other hymns of the Church, and what’s important to me when doing so. I’d like to use
some of the hymns I’ve written and other hymns I have not to show how it all came
about, what’s right and what to avoid.  I hope the participant will come away with a
better understanding of the process so that they too may begin offering their gift to God
and the Church.

2) What’s important?
a. Be involved in the life of the Church: services, seasons, fasts, sacraments
b. Pray for inspiration from the Holy Spirit as you think about your composition
c. Must have some knowledge of music, music theory, talent from above, whether

writing/composing/arranging choral or chant.
i. With choral, to know ranges of voices, movements between parts, what to

avoid (like parallel 5ths)
ii. With choral & chant, watch for punctuation, places to pause or stop

d. Music must be spiritually moving, prayerful, appropriate to the text and type of
hymn being written

e. Know the different types of hymns in the Church, and how they are to be sung:
Trisagion Hymn, Cherubic Hymn, Anaphora, Megalynarion, Vespers, Matins
(Orthros), etc.

f. Follow the Dictionary for syllabification (breaking up words into syllables)

3) Choral Music
a. Trisagion Hymn, Holwey
b. Cherubic Hymn, Holwey
c. Megalynarion, Holwey
d. Apolytikion of All Saints Sunday, Holwey
e. Kontakion of Transfiguration-Old version, Holwey.What needs to be fixed?

4) Chant Music
a. O heavenly King, Dn. John El Massih
b. God is the Lord, Basil Kazan & Dn. John El Massih
c. The 1st Paschal Stichera, Basil Kazan and Chadi Karam
d. Pentecost Orthros Prokeimenon, Holwey (wrong and right way)
e. Dormition Troparion, Holwey (wrong and right way), choral added
f. Knowledge of the “formulae” for each tone. www.stanthonysmonastery.org,

Writing Byzantine Music, Byzantine Music Formulae.
g. Text in Tone 5
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5) More Information on Music, and the Trinitarian aspect of Music
a. Music is simply the means by which we pray.  It is the vehicle by which we offer

our prayers to God, celebrate our Feasts and Lives of the Saints through the hymns
that we sing.

b. With this in mind, let us understand the Trinitarian aspect of Music
i. Our whole goal in life is to be one with God, to be in communion with

Him, and to know Him as our Father.  As Jesus said, “And this is eternal
life, that they may know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
Thou hast sent” (John 17:3).  And how do we come to know God, to be one
with Him?  Through His Word, His Son Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the Word of
God incarnate, who came down from heaven to tell us about the Father so
that we might come to know Him and be in communion with Him.  And
then, how is all this made possible?  Through the grace, power and
operation of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit enlivens us and fills us with
God’s holy presence. He opens our minds and hearts to see God as our
Father, to experience His love and to share in His eternal Life.

ii. So how does all this relate to music? Simple. The whole goal of what we
sing and chant in church is to understand the meaning and content of what
we are singing. And how do we come to know the meaning and content of
the hymns? Through the words that we sing.  The words make manifest to
us the meaning and nature of what we are praying. And how is this all
made possible?  Through the music.  The music is the means by which we
pray. It is what enlivens our words and prayers and gives life and
movement to all that we pray, so that we might understand the prayers,
offer them with a contrite and humble heart, and be filled with the presence
of God, honor His Saints, and glorify Him as the one who has given us this
life.

c. So, the music is very important to us, since it allows us to pray each hymn very
specifically, whether it be a Trisagion Hymn, a Cherubic Hymn, an Apolytikion or
Kontakion, a Canon, an Anaphora, or simply hymns and stichera from Vespers
and Orthros. Each hymn is chanted or sung in a particular manner to manifest the
meaning of what is being sung. For example, the Trisagion Hymn in Liturgy
would not be sung very slow, and the Cherubic Hymn would not be sung very fast.

d. Therefore, as composers, we need to understand the particular nature of each
hymn we sing, what its place and purpose is in each of our services, so that the
music can be written in a particular way, setting or tone, to manifest the meaning
of what we are singing, and move us spiritually in our glorification of God.
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Trisagion Hymn
Christopher Holwey

dynamic & crisp
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More majestic
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Cherubic Hymn
Christopher Holwey
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Cherubic Hymn
C. Holwey
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C. Holwey
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Cherubic Hymn
C. Holwey
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[At the conclusion of the Cherubic Hymn (before the Litany of the Anaphora), the choir sings
Many years, master (once) as the bishop blesses the congregation.

Sing it straight, using the same note as the "ia" of the final Alleluia.]
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Anaphora

Christopher Holwey
dynamic, with much life
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slowly & prayerfully
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with faith and love
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Megalynarion
(Hymn to the Theotokos)

Christopher Holweydynamic

dolce
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
Pentecostarion

Apolytikion
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Byzantine Chant Tone 6/Plagal Second Mode Dn. John El Massih
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Final ending
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Sung as the 3rd stichera of the Aposticha, after Psalm 50 (Have mercy), and the Glory at the Praises
The Feast of Pentecost

Pentecostarion



======================& b 44
Ison

Fast

w «̂«««
Byzantine Tone 1

God

«̂««« «̂«««
is

«̂«««
the

God is the Lord

«̇«««
Lord, which

«̂«««
hatĥ
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(The chanter begins first with "God is the Lord..." and repeats it after each of the verses.)

  CHANTER:   God is the Lord, which hath shown us light.  Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.

 READER:      O give thanks unto the Lord, and call upon his holy name.

CHANTER:   God is the Lord, etc.  (as above)

READER:      All nations compassed me about: but in the name of the Lord will I destroy them.

CHANTER:   God is the Lord, etc. (as above)

READER:      This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.

CHANTER:   God is the Lord, etc.  (as above)

                                       (We continue with the troparia of the day.)

NOTE:           On a normal Sunday  (no Feast or major commemoration) sing:
                                    1.  Troparion of the Resurrection in the proper Tone.
                                    2.   "Glory to the Father", repeat the Troparion
                                    3.   "Both now and ever", the Theotokion of the Resurrection in the proper Tone.

                      When a Great Feast of Our Lord falls on a Sunday sing:
                                     1.   Troparion of the Feast
                                     2.    "Glory to the Father", repeat the Troparion
                                     3.    "Both now and ever", repeat the Troparion

                      When a Feast of Our Lady or a Major Saint or commemoration falls on a Sunday sing:
                                     1.   Troparion of the Resurrection in the proper Tone.
                                     2.    "Glory to the Father", Troparion of the Feast.
                                     3.    "Both now and ever", Theotokion of the Resurrection in the same 
                                            Tone as the Festal Troparion.

w_̂««««
name

«̂««« «̂«««
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w w
Lord.

ll ll ll
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God is the Lord
First Mode

Rassem El Massih
April, 2015

(The chanter begins first with "God is the Lord..." and repeats it after each of the verses.)

CHANTER: God is the Lord and hath appeared unto us. Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.
     Verse 1:  O give thanks unto the Lord, and call upon his holy name.
     Verse 2:  All nations compassed me about: but in the name of the Lord will I destroy 
them.
     Verse 3:  This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
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