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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

CELEBRATING THE PROPHET MICAH

CHAPTER 4 & 5 – OSB SEPTUAGINT

Chapter 4 of Micah, is a marvelous example of our lasting hope in the Lord, even when

we’re our own worst enemy. This prophecy of Micah concerns the Jews being both

dispersed and exiled for their disobedience, while at the same time, Micah’s words are of

hope to the “remnant”.  Chapter 4 also confirms the Lord interacting with the most humble

of His people, as Micah was known to be an everyday farmer, with no specific reputation.

Yet those knowing Micah, listened intently, for his words were true and sincere.

Interestingly, the name Micah means, one likened unto the One God, the I AM. He

reminds one of St John the Baptist.

In verse 4:9-10, we gain a sense of the immediate suffering awaiting the Jews, yet they were

to be encouraged by the far greater promise of returning home. It was this encouragement

of the Lord that gave them the strength to endure the days of exile and remain faithful.

9 … For your birth pangs have seized you, as one in labor? Suffer these birth pains and take

courage O daughter of Zion, and draw near like a woman giving birth. For now, you will abide

 in the flat open country and you and will come as far off as Babylon. And from that place,

 the Lord your One God, shall redeem you from the hands of your enemies.

[As we often discover in working with the Septuagint Old Testament, the Masoretic text,

which is used for most English translations of the Old Testament, can be incomplete or

misleading. We see two examples in Micah4:8-10, where the word in the Masoretic text“dark”

is left out of the description of the shepherd’s Tower in vs. 8, and Babylon is not mentioned

as the place where God’s people would be exiled, after their total defeat.]

What a sharp contrast. First, these words of prophecy that speak to the coming defeat of

the Northern Kingdom of Israel – including Samaria – by the Assyrians, and soon after, the

defeat of the Southern Kingdom of Judah –  including Jerusalem – by the Babylonians. For

Judah, their Temple was in total ruins, with her people taken captive to Babylon. These two

nations, once united under David, had no one to blame but themselves. And their sickness

had become even worse. Micah's words make this clear;

“ ... her wounds are incurable, and her leaders are as ones, "butchering the people." 
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Yet in the same breath, Micah inspired ’s words, promise a coming reconciliation, a return

home. Is not the Lord’s compassion beyond our reasoning? For sure, as a Father loves His

Son, He never abandons or forsakes us, always seeking to bring us home to Him. Was this

suffering a curse? His remnant knew His chastisement was a blessing, the perfect medicine

for the faithless, self-serving nation.

Yet the prophecies of Micah contained a far greater promise. One meant for those with a

repentant spirit, willing to hear and understand, to see past their immediate suffering. It

speaks  to a coming medicine of eternal hope, meant for both Jew and Gentile. It would be

something far greater than the Temple with its animal sacrifices, or any other such earthly

consideration.

What was this promise being revealed by Micah, the messenger of the Lord?  It was the

promise of the coming Messiah. A person who would be both eternal and would yet walk

with His children. A person who would be clothed in His Creation, as they were. And like

Micah, the promised Messiah would be of the least of the people of Judah;

“And you, O Bethlehem, House of Ephrathah, though least amongst the many

thousands of Judah, out of you shall come forth the One to be ruler of Israel.”

And Who is this Divine One? 

Jesus, our Christ, the I AM of the Old Testament Who became, Incarnate.

MICAH, A FAITHFUL SERVANT OF THE PRE-INCARNATE  WORD OF GOD

Let us give thanks to this remarkably courageous man, 

name Micah, who led a very simple life.  A mere field hand 

with a  profound passion for the Lord and love for His people. 

  May we remain steadfast in the Peace and Promised of His Incarnation.

   Sincerely

  Paul Goetz
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