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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

Please remember our prisoner-student – Let them know we care. (Mat. 25:34-40)

THE FAITHFUL  BRIDE OF JESUS OUR CHRIST

JUDITH - THE LIONESS OF JUDAH 

In honor of the many wonderful women living the gift of His boundless grace.

The Book of Judith ( OSB - Septuagint Old Testament, pages 578 - 595) speaks of the true beauty

of a woman whose first love and only faith, is in the One Lord God of Israel - the I AM of the Old

Testament.  Her sincere devotion and great courage of faith, was revealed most brightly when King

Nebuchadnezzar brought his war of revenge against Israel.  Interestingly, the name Judith is the

feminine form of the word Judah -  the lion of the tribe.  Lioness is a name she wears well. 

While most leaders in the town of Bethulia, preferred to negotiate - even test the Lord - after

Nebuchadnezzar sent the ruthless Holofernes to war against them, thankfully and with great courage

and conviction, Judith thought and declared otherwise.

She instead, put her trust in the Lord.  She rightly saw such an event as a testing of their faith; of

Israel turning to their Lord God - fearing Him - and not the foolish wisdom of cowards who feared

defeat and death. To gain insight into the depth of her faith, read her prayer to the Lord in chapter

9. Truly  inspiring.  Chapters 10, forward, makes clear her strength and determination.  How she

first turns to Him for guidance and then gave Him the glory, the One Who restores hope.

It is here, she reminds the people to never forget what their One Lord God - the Christ - had done

for Israel. And after conversing with prophet Uzziah, she and her maidservant went out to do

something that would deliver Israel from their enemies and faithlessness. 

 What seems key for this letter, is to remember and properly honor the wonderful woman able

to bring a great healing to His children. To also remind us of the loving prayers of Queen Esther -

last month’s letter - and how such faithful prayers call us to seek Him first, choosing to put His

Ways, our first priority.  In this way and in every step we take, whether in victory, or defeat, or

even the seemingly mundane, let us learn to give all glory to Him, and through Him, to His

eternal Father, His Only-begotten Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

In this honor, let us reflect on the song of praise our Lioness Judith offered after her plan

defeated the undefeatable Assyrian army, and quickly.  It was a song sung by each and everyone.
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1 Begin a hymn to my God, with tambourines,

Sing to the Lord with cymbals, lift to Him a new psalm.

Exalt Him and call upon Him His Name.

For God is the Lord Who makes wars cease.

5  But the Lord Almighty has thwarted them,

By the hand of a woman. 

13  I will sing a new song to my Lord God:

Great are You, O Lord, and glorious, 

Marvelous in power and unsurpassable 

14  Let all your creation serve You,

For you spoke and they were created;

You sent Your Spirit and He formed them.

There is nothing which can resist Your Voice.

17 Woe to the nations that rise up against My people,

The Lord Almighty will punish them 

On the day of judgement;

He will give them over to fire and worms in their flesh; 

In pain, they shall weep forever !

Sincerely  

Paul Goetz

Our gift to you 
our wonderful and warming Booklet:  

Queen Esther -
Bride of Her Lord and Boundless In Grace . 
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