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Dear Friend of St.  Athanasius Academy,

Please remember our prisoner-students.  
We have worked with many, many prisoner-students these near 20 years.  Their commitment
is real and lives are changing.  Many are now free, where freedom was otherwise impossible.
This is not a feel good ministry, but one that challenges and tests them.  Why?  This is about
their relationship with their Lord and Creator – He Who desires their eternal salvation.  We
do not take this lightly. We are most thankful for your helpful prayers and encouragement,

and financial assistance.  We need each other and we need the Lord’s loving-kindness. 

OSB – SEPTUAGINT: 
A JOURNEY THROUGH THE BOOKS OF PROPHECY

The Books of Prophecy help bring to light, the mystery of the Lord' s love for His Creation and all

mankind. It opens a window of appreciation for the “I AM” – for Jesus our Christ, the Incarnate

One - Who creates all existence and gives life, from non-existence. The OSB-Bible, it’s detailed

notes and study boxes, helps brings this clarity,  while deepening our loving-remembrance of Him.

Hosea offers a message of hope, inspired by the I AM of the Old and New Testament, the One

Supreme in His being. Hosea is about the Lord’s redeeming love and desire for our reconciliation. It

is presented inside a profound promises to never forsake or abandon us. He shows Himself to be our

good father, with great patience, care and instruction. Amos concerns a simple shepherd, who in the

name of the pre-incarnate Word of God, seeks to denounce a self-satisfied, self-seeking, and

adulterous nation,  practicing meaningless piety. Micah foretells when nations shall beat swords into

plowshares and spears back into garden tools. He speaks of a particular peace to those participating in

the ways of His justice – loving one' s neighbor with kindness, and seeking all things, in His name. 

Joel concerns the servant of the Lord foretelling the day when the water of His Spirit will

be poured out upon all creation, Jew and Gentile. Obadiah prophesies the Lord returning the Jews to

Jerusalem, ending the Great Exile; an exiled caused by their knowingly turning from the Lord. They

were without excuse. They alone, owned the blame. Yet, as Pantocrator, the Lord kept His promise. 

Jonah is the serving servant of the Lord, delivered from the belly of the great sea creature.

Yet more, it reveals the paralyzing fear and hopelessness of death, ruling over the people; a fruit

of breaking covenant with their pre-incarnate Savior. The “belly” speaks to a wide-spread belief

in a second, equally powerful domain, with Satan its master. This was taught as a permanent state

of darkness for the soul, with no hope of redemption or reconciliation. Yet as an act of Great

Mercy, the Lord liberated Jonah, as He would the Jews, through His Incarnation. Yet Jonah also

foretells of an unwillingness of the Jews to repent and preach the Cross, after being delivered.
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Nahum prophesies the defeat of the Assyrian army that captured and dispersed the Northern

Kingdom of Israel, while Habakkuk concerns the big question, “How long, O Lord, shall I cry out

to You, and You will not hear me?” (Hab 1:2). Zephaniah prophesies the dark days of Judah, both

the destruction of Judah and the Temple. He also speak of the Lord’s continuous promises to

comfort and console those serving Him faithfully. Haggai,  exhorts the Jews to rebuild the temple,

after returning from Persia. It was a needed step, in preparation for the promised coming of the

Messiah. It would help unify a disrupted religious life, and restore trust to a confused people.

Zechariah prophesies the messianic Prince of Peace, the Good Shepherd who will lays aside

His life, for His flock. Malachi exhorts the Lord' s people, to sustain faithfulness in Him and

asserts His being Father, especially those born anew unto Him. Elijah, a highly regarded prophet,

spoke of the Messiah and His Incarnation. He also foretells of one to be appointed by our Lord, Who

will be like him. He will be named John and his prophetic voice will remind Jews that the Voice in the
Wilderness, the One Who delivered them from bondage, is close at hand, as promised. This very same
Lord they knowingly broke covenant, has kept His covenant with them, for the sake of their Salvation. 

Isaiah exhorts the people of the Lord to place their trust in their “I AM” 29 times, while

warning them of not staying true to their Covenant. Isaiah also introduces the promise of a Son,  to be

born of a virgin – the Child and the Immanuel – and clothed in the flesh of His Creation. He is to be

named Jesus and called the Christ – the Deliverer, Messiah, and High Priest. It is His blood,

sprinkled with the Water of the Spirit, that brings to an end the purpose of the sacrificial lamb. He

thereby shows Himself to be the Living offering that destroys the false notions of death, Satan, and

Hades. He is the Lawgiver and the Judge, coming not to judge, but for our salvation. 

 Jeremiah severely criticizes Judah for breaking covenant with their loving Lord, Who

brought them out of Egypt, to the promised land. He chastises them for serving two Masters – of

calling Him Lord, while worshiping false idols and trusting in their own ways, wisdom, and law. 

 Baruch was appointed to be read on feast days as a confession of sins. This in the promised

hope of the One Who would to cleanse them of their sins.  In Lamentations,  author Jeremiah,

mourns the destruction of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem, by the Babylonians; a poor fruit of

knowingly turning away from their Lord. This came about after their Lord warned them for 14

generations. The Epistle of Jeremiah is addressed to those being taken captive to Babylon, offering

them the promise of the Lord’s compassion, to not abandon them to their self-serving choices.

Ezekiel,  a prophet of the Exile, assures his hearers of the abiding presence of the “I AM”,

within their midst,  even in exile and servitude. Finally, Daniel writes an apocalyptic prophecy,

within difficult and obscure signs and symbols. The Septuagint version of Daniel, begins with the

heroic story of Susanna and ends with the fascinating account of Bel and the Serpent (Dragon).

These Books are the beginning preparations for John the Baptist and the Lord’s Incarnation, for

He is Isaiah’s Suffering Servant and Zechariah’s Prince of Peace, the Good Shepherd.
  

   Sincerely

   Paul Goetz   

If you have questions, or want to discuss or offer comments,
please, we are here for you and welcome your call .
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